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Zheng He China And The Oceans In The Early Ming Dynasty 1405 1
Admiral Zheng He and Southeast Asia commemorates the 600th anniversary of Admiral Zheng Hes maiden voyage to Southeast Asia and
beyond. The book is jointly issued by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore and the International Zheng He Society. To reflect
Asian views on the subject matter, nine articles written by Asian scholars Chung Chee Kit, Hsu Yun-Tsiao, Leo Suryadinata, Tan Ta Sen, Tan
Yeok Seong, Wang Gungwu, and Johannes Widodo have been reproduced in this volume. Originally published from 1964 to 2005, the
articles are grouped into three clusters. The first cluster of three articles examines the relationship of the Ming court, especially during the
Zheng He expeditions, with Southeast Asia in general and the Malacca empire in particular. The next cluster looks at the socio-cultural impact
of the Zheng He expeditions on some Southeast Asian countries, with special reference to the role played by Zheng He in the Islamization of
Indonesia (Java) and the urban architecture of the region. The last three articles deal with the route of the Zheng He expeditions and the
location of the places that were visited.
One hundred years before Columbus and his fellow Europeans began their voyages of discovery, fleets of giant junks commanded by the
eunuch admiral Zheng He and filled with the empireʼs finest porcelains, lacquerware, and silk ventured to the worldʼs “four corners.” Seven
epic expeditions brought Chinaʼs treasure ships across the China Seas and Indian Ocean, from Japan to the spice island of Indonesia and
the Malabar Coast of India, on to the rich ports of the Persian Gulf and down the East African coast, to Chinaʼs “El Dorado,” and perhaps
even to Australia, three hundred years before Captain Cookʼs landing. It was a time of exploration and expansion, but it ended in a
retrenchment so complete that less than a century later, it was a crime to go to sea in a multimasted ship. In When China Ruled the Seas,
Louise Levathes takes a fascinating and unprecedented look at this dynamic period in Chinaʼs enigmatic history, focusing on the countryʼs
rise as a naval power that briefly brought half the world under its nominal authority. Drawing on eyewitness accounts, official Ming histories,
and African, Arab, and Indian sources, many translated for the first time, Levathes brings readers inside Chinaʼs most illustrious scientific and
technological era. She sheds new light on the historical and cultural context in which this great civilization thrived, as well as the perception of
China by other contemporary cultures. Beautifully illustrated and engagingly written, When China Ruled the Seas is the fullest picture yet of
the early Ming dynasty̶the last flowering of Chinese culture before the Manchu invasion.
In the West, legendary explorers like Christopher Columbus, Ernest Shackleton and Sir Edmund Hillary are a recognized part of our history.
But in China, that legend belongs to the great explorer Zheng He (1371‒1433), who lived during China's renowned Ming Dynasty. Zheng He,
the Great Chinese Explorer is a bilingual (English and Chinese) tale of his adventures. When he was a child, Zheng He dreamed of foreign
lands, his imagination was inspired by the travels of his father and grandfather and the wonderful items they brought back from trading trips to
the West. A simple but exotic porcelain vase in cobalt, a color not found in China at the time, drove Zheng He to discover the origins of this
unique color̶and become one of the most famous explorers in China's history. From military brilliance to sea captain and diplomat, Zheng
He's life was never quiet! After serving the Emperor in the military and helping China achieve peace and prosperity, Zheng He was chosen to
command great sea voyages, engaging in trade and establishing relations with foreign governments. Over the course of 28 years, Zheng He
made seven major expeditions by sea to South and Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and even reaching as far as the east coast of Africa.
And after all that travel, his childhood dream finally came true. On the Arabian Peninsula he discovered the beautiful color for which he had
been searching, and this unique shade of blue became a trademark of the porcelain of the Ming Dynasty.
"Zheng He of China" shares an incredible story of a boy who fell from rich man's son to slave in the house of Ming. He rose to become a
great hero in the service of Ming and was later given the task of creating and commanding the largest navy in world history. Yes, more ships
than the US has today. This guy also had the biggest ships the world had ever seen or would see for another 500 years. Zheng He was
shipping giraffes back to China before Columbus sailed to the new world.
China and the Oceans in the Early Ming Dynasty, 1405-1433
Chinese Diaspora Since Admiral Zheng He
The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405‒1433
Who Discovered America?
Chinese Naval Strategy in the 21st Century
A Bilingual Story of Adventure and Discovery (Chinese and English)

Admiral Zheng He is a historical figure in China and a great explorer in the history of navigation, undertook a total
of seven epic voyages between 1405 and 1433, spanning over 30 countries throughout the South Pacific and the
Indian Ocean. These historic voyages are the largest maritime expeditions in world history. Some speculate that the
fleet circumnavigated and mapped the world, including America, a century before Magellan. Uniquely organized as
a travel guide, the book is invaluable to historians, scholars, as well as modern-day visitors to these sites.
Zheng He (1371-1433) was a great navigator in the history of China and the world and a pioneer in the great
geographical discoveries. During the 28 years (1405-1433) from the third year of the reign of Emperor Yong Le to
the eighth year of the reign of Emperor Xuan De of the Ming Dynasty, he successfully made seven voyages down the
western seas (today's Indian Ocean).
Imagine looking out to sea and watching over three hundred gargantuan ships, their flaming red sails caught in the
wind, approaching your shore. What wonders of the world would be found on those ships? Over 600 hundred years
ago, Emperor Zhu Di of China decided to build the greatest naval fleet the world had ever seen to befriend and trade
with countries throughout Asia and Africa. The admiral of this diplomatic and treasure-gathering fleet was a brilliant
and peace-loving man named Zheng He.Between 1405 and 1431, Zheng He led seven voyages of the treasure fleets,
each bringing a message of friendship and peace between China and the other countries of the world. Through his
leadership, these expeditions extended China's influence and brought it great treasures in trade and tribute, making
China the first world superpower.In this account of Zheng He's amazing life, award-winning author and illustrator
Demi recreates the grandeur and enthusiasm of these naval voyages with her signature detailed artwork. She
introduces us to this larger-than-life figure who “dreamed of a world where the best of mankind was peacefully
shared and celebrated, a world of intellectual growth and religious tolerance, and a world of everlasting, worldwide
peace.”
Epic stories showcasing fabulous art. This series following EPIC voyages and discoveries, retell the adventures in
fictional style.
Zheng He
Zheng He of China
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Zheng He and the Treasure Fleet, 1405-1433
Tracing the Epic Voyages of China's Greatest Explorer
The Zheng Family and the Shaping of the Modern World, c.1620–1720
The Last Journey of the San Bao Eunuch, Admiral Zheng He
Greatly expanding on his blockbuster 1421, distinguished historian Gavin Menzies uncovers
the complete untold history of how mankind came to the Americas—offering new revelations
and a radical rethinking of the accepted historical record in Who Discovered America? The
iconoclastic historian’s magnum opus, Who Discovered America? calls into question our
understanding of how the American continents were settled, shedding new light on the wellknown “discoveries” of European explorers, including Christopher Columbus. In Who
Discovered America? he combines meticulous research and an adventurer’s spirit to reveal
astounding new evidence of an ancient Asian seagoing tradition—most notably the
Chinese—that dates as far back as 130,000 years ago. Menzies offers a revolutionary new
alternative to the “Beringia” theory of how humans crossed a land bridge connecting Asia
and North America during the last Ice Age, and provides a wealth of staggering claims,
that hold fascinating and astonishing implications for the history of mankind.
Take to the seas with Ming-era Admiral Zheng He, whose travels on behalf of the emperor
Yongle were the stuff of legend. Witness life aboard Zheng's huge treasure ships, ninemasted behemoths laden with luxury goods. Follow the commander's seven voyages, as he
ventured to points beyond to proclaim the glories of the Ming court and to enlarge its
cultural and economic power.
Zheng He was the commander of a vast Chinese fleet known as the treasure fleet. In the
early fifteenth century, he led the fleet on seven journeys throughout the South China
Sea and Indian Ocean, serving as ambassador to the barbarian nations in need of a
civilizing influence. Under Zheng He’s command, the Chinese treasure fleet achieved one
of the most impressive maritime displays the world had ever seen. This engaging volume
covers the fleet’s travels, which covered more than 40,000 miles and included sea routes
along the Silk Road, to cities and kingdoms from southern Asia to east Africa.
China is one of the oldest states in the world. It achieved its approximate current
borders with the Ascendancy of the Yuan dynasty in the 13th century, and despite the
passing of one Imperial dynasty to the next, it has maintained them for the eight
centuries since. Even the European colonial powers at the height of their power could not
move past coastal enclaves. Thus, China remained China through the Ming, the Qing, the
Republic, the Occupation, and Communism. But, despite the desires of some of the most
powerful people in the Great State through the ages, China has never been alone in the
world. It has had to contend with invaders from the steppe and the challenges posed by
foreign traders and imperialists. Indeed, its rulers for the majority of the last eight
centuries have not been Chinese. Timothy Brook examines China's relationship with the
world from the Yuan through to the present by following the stories of ordinary and
extraordinary people navigating the spaces where China met and meets the world.
Bureaucrats, horse traders, spiritual leaders, explorers, pirates, emperors, invaders,
migrant workers, traitors, and visionaries: this is a history of China as no one has told
it before.
The Happy Sailor of China
The Influence of Zheng He's Voyages in the Indian Ocean
Zheng He, The Great Chinese Explorer
Zheng He's Function in China's Modern-day Diplomacy
Facts, Fiction and Fabrication
Seven Epic Voyages of Zheng He in Ming China, 1405-1433
Alfred Thayer Mahan has been called America’s nineteenth-century ‘evangelist of sea power’ and the intellectual father of the modern US
Navy. His theories have a timeless appeal, and Chinese analysts now routinely invoke Mahan’s writings, exhorting their nation to build a
powerful navy. Economics is the prime motivation for maritime reorientation, and securing the sea lanes that convey foreign energy supplies
and other commodities now ranks near or at the top of China’s list of military priorities. This book is the first systematic effort to test the
interplay between Western military thought and Chinese strategic traditions vis-à-vis the nautical arena. It uncovers some universal axioms
about how theories of sea power influence the behaviour of great powers and examines how Mahanian thought could shape China’s
encounters on the high seas. Empirical analysis adds a new dimension to the current debate over China’s ‘rise’ and its importance for
international relations. The findings also clarify the possible implications of China’s maritime rise for the United States, and illuminate how the
two powers can manage their bilateral interactions on the high seas. Chinese Naval Strategy in the 21st Century will be of much interest to
students of naval history, Chinese politics and security studies.
Zheng He was a Hui-Chinese explorer, mariner, diplomat, fleet admiral, and court eunuch. He led expeditions to South Asia, Southeast Asia,
East Africa, and the Middle East during the early part of the fifteenth century. Zheng He was all but forgotten to Chinese history until his story
was rediscovered and documented in a popular 1909 book by the Chinese scholar, Liang Qihao. Shortly after this incredible biography
became widespread knowledge, a monument to the explorer placed in Sri Lanka was also rediscovered.
In 1405, the Chinese emperor sent the world's largest fleet of ships to explore the "Western Oceans." Zheng He was at the helm of the
expedition, a man who rose from poverty to captain China's famous Treasure Fleet on an adventure covering more than thirty-five thousand
Page 2/5

Read Book Zheng He China And The Oceans In The Early Ming Dynasty 1405 1
miles. Little known in the West, Zheng He was one of history's most important explorers. This guide will take readers on a journey from Nanjing
all the way to Africa and the Middle East as Zheng He brings Chinese technology to remote ports of call � and changes the face of the world in
the process.
Looks at the life and accomplishments of the leader of China's naval fleet in the early fifteenth century.
The Story of Zheng He
The Voyages of Zheng He
Adventures of the Treasure Fleet
Historical Memory in Chinese Politics and Foreign Relations
Ying-Yai Sheng-Lan
Selected Papers from China and Overseas].

Zheng's grandfather has been to many places. Zheng would love to travel, too. Can he make his dream
come true? Children aged 2 to 5 will enjoy the story of the explorer Zheng He, who is thought to have
discovered America before Columbus. This bilingual book is part of the Heroes of China series in which
Jillian Lin retells tales of famous Chinese figures so they are easy and fun to read. Beautiful illustrations
make these books wonderful early readers or read-aloud stories in English and Chinese. Other titles in the
series include: The First Emperor Of China (Qin Shihuang) The Wise Teacher Of China (Confucius) The
Music Man Of China (Zhu Zaiyu) The Clever Doctor Of China (Hua Tuo) The Girl Emperor Of China (Wu
Zetian) The Star Gazer Of China (Zhang Heng) The Pirate King Of China (Koxinga/Zheng Chenggong) Also
available as e-books on www.amazon.com. For more information, visit www.jillianlin.com
'One of the most unforgettable books I have read in the last few years... What a writer! What a thinker!
What a woman!' Fiammetta Rocco From the award-winning author of Dust comes a magical, seasaturated, coming-of-age novel that transports readers from Kenya to China and Turkey. On an island in
the Lamu Archipelago lives a solitary, stubborn child called Ayaana and her mother, Munira. When a
sailor, Muhidin, enters their lives, the child finds something she has never had before: a father. But as
Ayaana grows into adulthood, forces of nature and history begin to reshape her life, leading her to distant
countries and fraught choices. Selected as a descendant of long-ago Chinese shipwrecked sailors Ayaana
is sent to study in China. Leaving her resourceful single mother, she is forced to grow up fast. Whether it's
the scarred captain of the Chinese shipping container that transports Ayaana or the son of Turkish
shipping magnate who trades in refugees, Owuor never loses a profound sense of empathy for her
characters. She evokes a fascinating kind of beauty in this dangerous, chaotic world and its ever-shifting
oceans and trade. Told with a glorious lyricism, The Dragonfly Sea is a transcendent story of love and
adventure, and of the inexorable need for shelter in a dangerous world. 'One of Africa's most exciting
voices ... The Dragonfly Sea is a continent-hopping novel of epic proportions.' Refinery29 'In its
omnivorous interest in the world, The Dragonfly Sea is a paean to both cultural diffusion and difference . .
. as much as [the novel] traces the globe, it also depicts an internal pilgrimage, its heroine in rose attar a
broken saint.' New York Times 'Owuor continues to break ground among contemporary African writers.'
Vanity Fair
How could the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) not only survive but even thrive, regaining the support of
many Chinese citizens after the Tiananmen Square crackdown of 1989? Why has popular sentiment
turned toward anti-Western nationalism despite the anti-dictatorship democratic movements of the
1980s? And why has China been more assertive toward the United States and Japan in foreign policy but
relatively conciliatory toward smaller countries in conflict? Offering an explanation for these unexpected
trends, Zheng Wang follows the Communist governmentÕs ideological reeducation of the public, which
relentlessly portrays China as the victim of foreign imperialist bullying during Òone hundred years of
humiliation.Ó By concentrating on the telling and teaching of history in todayÕs China, Wang illuminates
the thinking of the young patriots who will lead this rising power in the twenty-first century. Wang visits
ChinaÕs primary schools and memory sites and reads its history textbooks, arguing that ChinaÕs rise
should not be viewed through a single lens, such as economics or military growth, but from a more
comprehensive perspective that takes national identity and domestic discourse into account. Since it is
the prime raw material for constructing ChinaÕs national identity, historical memory is the key to
unlocking the inner mystery of the Chinese. From this vantage point, Wang tracks the CCPÕs use of
history education to glorify the party, reestablish its legitimacy, consolidate national identity, and justify
one-party rule in the post-Tiananmen and postÐCold War era. The institutionalization of this manipulated
historical consciousness now directs political discourse and foreign policy, and Wang demonstrates its
important role in ChinaÕs rise.
Over 28 years during the beginning of the 15th century, Admiral Zheng He made seven voyages, visiting
30 countries. With his fleet of hundreds of junks, he travelled from Southeast Asia to Africa, from India to
the Middle East, gathering riches, scientific knowledge, fame, and power for his emperor. He came close
to conquering the world, until the Ming Dynasty's power shrivelled and the explorer's accomplishments
were all but forgotten. In this volume, acclaimed photojournalist Michael Yamashita traces each journey
made by Zheng He, and pays tribute to the remarkable achievements of this early intrepid explorer.
Following an insightful historical introduction, Yamashita presents the details of each voyage, chronicling
the interactions and commercial exchanges, and documenting, through his exceptional photographs, the
diverse locales Zheng He discovered over close to three decades of intense exploration.
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Zheng He's Voyages Down the Western Seas
The Turn to Mahan
Zheng He’s Maritime Voyages (1405-1433) and China’s Relations with the Indian Ocean World
China and the World
Admiral Zheng He (1371-1433)
The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance
Guo Wu is an assistant professor of modern Chinese history at Allegheny College. He holds
a PhD from the State University of New York at Albany, an MA from Georgia State
University, and a BA from Beijing Language University, China. Dr. Wu is the author of
several research articles on modern Chinese political thought and contemporary Chinese
film.
This new biography, part of Longman's World Biography series, of the Chinese explorer
Zheng He sheds new light on one of the most important "what if" questions of early modern
history: why a technically advanced China did not follow the same path of development as
the major European powers. Written by China scholar Edward L. Dreyer, Zheng He outlines
what is known of the eunuch Zheng He's life and describes and analyzes the early 15th
century voyages on the basis of the Chinese evidence. Locating the voyages firmly within
the context of early Ming history,itaddresses the political motives of Zheng He's voyages
and how they affected China's exclusive attitude to the outside world in subsequent
centuries.
"Know your enemies, know yourself", advised Sun Zi in his famous Art of War (AoW). In
contrast, the legendary Admiral Zheng He would have said, "Know your collaborators, know
yourself", and this would be the essence of his Art of Collaboration (AoC). This book
offers a fresh new approach to doing business and providing leadership in the twentyfirst century, where Zheng He's peaceful and win-win collaborative paradigm present in
his AoC provides an alternative to the aggressive and antagonistic mindset inherent in
Sun Zi's AoW. The author has culled from the existing literature on the historical,
cultural, diplomatic, and maritime-oriented Zheng He, connected the dots of his discovery
of a managerial Zheng He, and wrote this book to present both the big message of Zheng
He's Art of Collaboration as well as an understanding of Zheng He's specific work as a
leader and manager.
From 1405, in order to maintain and expand the Ming Dynasty's tributary system, Yongle
Emperor Zhu Di (reigning 1402-1424) and Xuande Emperor Zhu Zhanji (reigning 1425-1435)
ordered eunuch Zheng He to lead giant fleets across the seas. But soon after Zheng He's
seventh and last voyage in the 1430s, the Ming emperors put an end to this activity and
ordered all records of previous voyages to be destroyed. Chinese writer Luo Maodeng
(???), knowing the history of some of these voyages, wished to preserve a record of them,
but, conscious of the possible penalty, decided to record the facts "under a veil", in
his 1597 novel, An Account of the Western World Voyage of the San Bao Eunuch (?????????).
This is what Dr. Sheng-Wei Wang has concluded after reading and analysing Luo's novel.
Her book, The last journey of the San Bao Eunuch, Admiral Zheng He, shows the methodology
and evidential arguments by which she has sought to lift the veil and the conclusions she
suggests, including the derivation of the complete trans-Atlantic navigational routes and
timelines of that last journey and the idea that Zheng He's last expedition plausibly
reached the ancient American Indian city, Cahokia, in the U.S. central Mississippi Valley
in late autumn, 1433, long before Christopher Columbus set foot for the first time in the
Americas. She supports the hotly debated view that Ming Chinese sailors and ships reached
farther than previously accepted in modern times and calls for further research. She
hopes this book will become an important step in bridging the gap in our understanding of
ancient China-America history in the era before the Age of Discovery. An interesting
contribution to an ongoing debate. This edition has 48 scattered b/w illustrations and 8
b/w plates.
Zheng Guanying
Episode 15: Admiral Zheng He's Treasure Fleet
??
Merchant Reformer of Late Qing China and His Influence on Economics, Politics, and
Society
'The Overall Survey of the Ocean's Shores' (1433)
When China Ruled the Waves

Join the Chinese admiral and his crew as they battle pirates and raging storms in this beautifully illustrated Chinese history book for kids. Did
you know that 85 years before Columbus discovered America, Chinese ships longer than a football field sailed thousands of miles through
unknown oceans and visited more than 30 nations? It's true! Adventures of the Treasure Fleet: China Discovers that World is the amazing
story of these seven epic voyages and their larger-than-life commander, Admiral Zheng He. Beginning in 1405, Admiral Zheng He led more
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than 300 gigantic, brightly-painted ships across the South China Sea to the Indian Ocean and all the way to the distant coast of Africa. The
admiral and his crew battled pirates and raging storms, and were amazed by the people and ways of life in distant lands. At each port,
Chinese goods were traded for pearls, precious stones, herbs and medicines which were given as tribute to China's powerful emperor when
the ships' returned home. Filled with historical facts, Adventures of the Treasure Fleet brings a fantastic piece of history to life. Gracefully told
and beautifully illustrated, the story's fast pace will keep young ones captivated while offering enough information to satisfy curious readers of
all ages.
On 8 March 1421, the largest fleet the world had ever seen set sail from China. The ships, some nearly five hundred feet long, were under
the command of Emperor Zhu Di's loyal eunuch admirals. Their mission was 'to proceed all the way to the end of the earth to collect tribute
from the barbarians beyond the seas' and unite the world in Confucian harmony. Their journey would last for over two years and take them
around the globe but by the time they returned home, China was beginning its long, self-imposed isolation from the world it had so recently
embraced. And so the great ships were left to rot and the records of their journey were destroyed. And with them, the knowledge that the
Chinese had circumnavigated the globe a century before Magellan, reached America seventy years before Columbus, and Australia three
hundred and fifty years before Cook... The result of fifteen years research, 1421 is Gavin Menzies' enthralling account of the voyage of the
Chinese fleet, the remarkable discoveries he made and the persuasive evidence to support them: ancient maps, precise navigational
knowledge, astronomy and the surviving accounts of Chinese explorers and the later European navigators as well as the traces the fleet left
behind - from sunken junks to the votive offerings left by the Chinese sailors wherever they landed, giving thanks to Shao Lin, goddess of the
sea. Already hailed as a classic, this is the story of an extraordinary journey of discovery that not only radically alters our understanding of
world exploration but also rewrites history itself.
Explore the idea of modernity and define "turning point." Then, consider why Chinese admiral Zheng He's voyages promoting the power of
China's authority did not continue as part of a larger campaign of discovery"”and what the consequences might have been had he reached
the Americas.
The Zheng family of merchants and militarists emerged from the tumultuous seventeenth century amid a severe economic depression, a
harrowing dynastic transition from the ethnic Chinese Ming to the Manchu Qing, and the first wave of European expansion into East Asia.
Under four generations of leaders over six decades, the Zheng had come to dominate trade across the China Seas. Their average annual
earnings matched, and at times exceeded, those of their fiercest rivals: the Dutch East India Company. Although nominally loyal to the Ming
in its doomed struggle against the Manchus, the Zheng eventually forged an autonomous territorial state based on Taiwan with the potential
to encompass the family's entire economic sphere of influence. Through the story of the Zheng, Xing Hang provides a fresh perspective on
the economic divergence of early modern China from western Europe, its twenty-first-century resurgence, and the meaning of a Chinese
identity outside China.
China's Greatest Navigator
China Discovers the World
The Dragonfly Sea
The Year China Discovered The World
Understanding Imperial China
The Great Voyages of Zheng He
In the West, legendary explorers like Christopher Columbus, Ernest Shackleton and Sir Edmund Hillary are a recognized part of our
history. But in China, that legend belongs to the great explorer Zheng He (1371-1433), who lived during China's renowned Ming
Dynasty. Zheng He, the Great Chinese Explorer is a bilingual (English and Chinese) tale of his adventures. When he was a child, Zheng
He dreamed of foreign lands, his imagination was inspired by the travels of his father and grandfather and the wonderful items they
brought back from trading trips to the West. A simple but exotic porcelain vase in cobalt, a color not found in China at the time, drove
Zheng He to discover the origins of this unique color-and become one of the most famous explorers in China's history.
In 1405, a mighty fleet set sail from the port of Nanjing in China, around southeast Asia to India, before returning home loaded with
treasure. Commanded by Zheng He, the mighty fleet made seven voyages across the oceans, reaching the Middle East and Africa,
always bringing back tribute for the emperor.
The New York Times bestselling author of 1421 offers another stunning reappraisal of history, presenting compelling new evidence that
traces the roots of the European Renaissance to Chinese exploration in the fifteenth century The brilliance of the Renaissance laid the
foundation of the modern world. Textbooks tell us that it came about as a result of a rediscovery of the ideas and ideals of classical
Greece and Rome. But now bestselling historian Gavin Menzies makes the startling argument that in the year 1434, China—then the
world's most technologically advanced civilization—provided the spark that set the European Renaissance ablaze. From that date
onward, Europeans embraced Chinese intellectual ideas, discoveries, and inventions, all of which form the basis of western civilization
today. Florence and Venice of the early fifteenth century were hubs of world trade, attracting traders from across the globe. Based on
years of research, this marvelous history argues that a Chinese fleet—official ambassadors of the emperor—arrived in Tuscany in 1434,
where they were received by Pope Eugenius IV in Florence. The delegation presented the influential pope with a wealth of Chinese
learning from a diverse range of fields: art, geography (including world maps that were passed on to Christopher Columbus and
Ferdinand Magellan), astronomy, mathematics, printing, architecture, steel manufacturing, military weaponry, and more. This vast
treasure trove of knowledge spread across Europe, igniting the legendary inventiveness of the Renaissance, including the work of such
geniuses as da Vinci, Copernicus, Galileo, and more. In 1434, Gavin Menzies combines this long-overdue historical reexamination with
the excitement of an investigative adventure. He brings the reader aboard the remarkable Chinese fleet as it sails from China to Cairo
and Florence, and then back across the world. Erudite and brilliantly reasoned, 1434 will change the way we see ourselves, our history,
and our world.
Zheng He’s Maritime Voyages (1405-1433) and China’s Relations with the Indian Ocean lists selected sources in thirteen languages and
reflects global scholarship of Zheng He’s seven maritime expeditions and the early-modern communication network linking China and
the Indian Ocean World.
A Modern-day Traveller's Guide from Antiquity to the Present
With Special Reference to Maritime Asia
China’s Greatest Explorer, Mariner, and Navigator
Admiral Zheng He and Southeast Asia
When China Ruled the Seas
Great State
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