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The Sleepwalkers How Europe Went To War In
1914
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the author of the #1 New York Times
bestseller On Tyranny comes an impassioned condemnation of America's
pandemic response and an urgent call to rethink health and freedom.
On December 29, 2019, historian Timothy Snyder fell gravely ill.
Unable to stand, barely able to think, he waited for hours in an
emergency room before being correctly diagnosed and rushed into
surgery. Over the next few days, as he clung to life and the first
light of a new year came through his window, he found himself
reflecting on the fragility of health, not recognized in America as a
human right but without which all rights and freedoms have no
meaning. And that was before the pandemic. We have since watched
American hospitals, long understaffed and undersupplied, buckling
under waves of ill patients. The federal government made matters
worse through willful ignorance, misinformation, and profiteering.
Our system of commercial medicine failed the ultimate test, and
thousands of Americans died. In this eye-opening cri de coeur, Snyder
traces the societal forces that led us here and outlines the lessons
we must learn to survive. In examining some of the darkest moments of
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recent history and of his own life, Snyder finds glimmers of hope and
principles that could lead us out of our current malaise. Only by
enshrining healthcare as a human right, elevating the authority of
doctors and medical knowledge, and planning for our children’s future
can we create an America where everyone is truly free.
The centenary of the outbreak of the First World War may be
commemorated by some as a great moment of national history. But the
standard history of Britain’s choice for war is far from the truth.
Using a wide range of sources, including the personal papers of many
of the key figures, some for the first time, historian Douglas Newton
presents a new, dramatic narrative. He interleaves the story of those
pressing for a choice for war with the story of those resisting
Britain’s descent into calamity. He shows how the decision to go to
war was rushed, in the face of vehement opposition, in the Cabinet
and Parliament, in the Liberal and Labour press, and in the streets.
There was no democratic decision for war. The history of this
opposition has been largely erased from the record, yet it was
crucial to what actually happened in August 1914. Two days before the
declaration of war four members of the Cabinet resigned in protest at
the war party’s manipulation of the crisis. The government almost
disintegrated. Meanwhile large crowds gathered in Trafalgar Square to
hear the case for neutrality and peace. Yet this cry was ignored by
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the government. Meanwhile, elements of the press, the Foreign Office,
and the Tory Opposition sought to browbeat the government into a
quick decision. Belgium had little to do with it. The key decision to
enter the war was made before Belgium was invaded. Those bellowing
for hostilities were eager for Britain to enter any war in solidarity
with Russia and France – for the future safety of the British Empire.
In particular Newton shows how Prime Minister H. H. Asquith, Foreign
Minister Sir Edward Grey, and First Lord of the Admiralty Winston
Churchill colluded to pre-empt the decisions of Cabinet, to
manipulate the parliament, and to hurry the nation toward
intervention by any means necessary.
From the bestselling author of The Sleepwalkers, a book about how the
exercise of power is shaped by different concepts of time This
groundbreaking book presents new perspectives on how the exercise of
power is shaped by different notions of time. Acclaimed historian
Christopher Clark draws on four key figures from German
history—Friedrich Wilhelm of Brandenburg-Prussia, Frederick the
Great, Otto von Bismarck, and Adolf Hitler—to look at history through
a temporal lens and ask how historical actors and their regimes
embody unique conceptions of time. Elegantly written and boldly
innovative, Time and Power reveals the connection between political
power and the distinct temporalities of the leaders who wield it.
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An authoritative chronicle, drawing on new research on World War I,
traces the paths to war in a minute-by-minute narrative that examines
the decades of history that informed the events of 1914.
The Origins of the First World War
July Crisis
A History of the First World War
1914-1918
Fighting Terror after Napoleon
SUMMARY - The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went To War In 1914 By
Christopher Clark
01/07/1914 00:00:00

Heralded as the definitive history of the First World War, this epic account tells
the story of the world's most devastating cataclysm in full: from when a century
of peace was shattered in the summer of 1914, through the escalation of the
slaughter to when the guns finally fell silent on the Western Front. Global in its
reach, 1914-1918 ultimately show how this 'war to end war' was a deliberate
political act, one whose legacy continues to haunt us. 'Superb.' Ian Kershaw 'The
best compreshensive one-volume history of the war yet written.' New Yorker
'David Stevenson is the real deal.' Niall Ferguson 'Magisterial . . . sweeping . . . it
contributes new insights to our understanding of the conflict and its appalling
legacies.' Literary Review 'Not just an outstanding work of history, it is also a
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powerful message of warning.' History Today 'A book which will last . . . whose
compass is wider and more inclusive than any of its single-volume rivals.' Daily
Telegraph
One of The New York Times Book Review’s 10 Best Books of the Year Winner of
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize (History) The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went
to War in 1914 is historian Christopher Clark’s riveting account of the explosive
beginnings of World War I. Drawing on new scholarship, Clark offers a fresh look
at World War I, focusing not on the battles and atrocities of the war itself, but on
the complex events and relationships that led a group of well-meaning leaders
into brutal conflict. Clark traces the paths to war in a minute-by-minute, actionpacked narrative that cuts between the key decision centers in Vienna, Berlin, St.
Petersburg, Paris, London, and Belgrade, and examines the decades of history
that informed the events of 1914 and details the mutual misunderstandings and
unintended signals that drove the crisis forward in a few short weeks.
Meticulously researched and masterfully written, Christopher Clark’s The
Sleepwalkers is a dramatic and authoritative chronicle of Europe’s descent into a
war that tore the world apart.
Across nineteenth-century Europe, the emergence of constitutional and
democratic nation-states was accompanied by intense conflict between Catholics
and anticlerical forces. At its peak, this conflict touched virtually every sphere of
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social life: schools, universities, the press, marriage and gender relations, burial
rites, associational culture, the control of public space, folk memory and the
symbols of nationhood. In short, these conflicts were 'culture wars', in which the
values and collective practices of modern life were at stake. These 'culture wars'
have generally been seen as a chapter in the history of specific nation-states. Yet
it has recently become increasingly clear that the Europe of the mid- and later
nineteenth century should also be seen as a common politico-cultural space.
This book breaks with the conventional approach by setting developments in
specific states within an all-European and comparative context, offering a fresh
and revealing perspective on one of modernity's formative conflicts.
With his epic trilogy, The Sleepwalkers, Hermann Broch established himself as
one of the great innovators of modern literature, a visionary writer-philosopher
the equal of James Joyce, Thomas Mann, or Robert Musil. Even as he grounded
his narratives in the intimate daily life of Germany, Broch was identifying the
oceanic changes that would shortly sweep that life into the abyss. Whether he is
writing about a neurotic army officer (The Romantic), a disgruntled bookkeeper
and would-be assassin (The Anarchist), or an opportunistic war-deserter (The
Relaist), Broch immerses himself in the twists of his characters' psyches, and at
the same time soars above them, to produce a prophetic portrait of a world
tormented by its loss of faith, morals, and reason.
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Roosevelt, Lindbergh, and America's Fight Over World War II, 1939-1941
The Vanquished
Pandora’s Box
The World's Descent into War, Summer 1914
Europe in the Aftermath of World War II
How Europe Became Secure after 1815
Europe's Last Summer
On the morning of June 28, 1914, when Archduke Franz Ferdinand and
his wife, Sophie Chotek, arrived at Sarajevo railway station, Europe
was at peace. Thirty-seven days later, it was at war. The conflict
that resulted would kill more than fifteen million people, destroy
three empires, and permanently alter world history. The Sleepwalkers
reveals in gripping detail how the crisis leading to World War I
unfolded. Drawing on fresh sources, it traces the paths to war in a
minute-by-minute, action-packed narrative that cuts among the key
decision centers in Vienna, Berlin, St. Petersburg, Paris, London,
and Belgrade. Distinguished historian Christopher Clark examines the
decades of history that informed the events of 1914 and details the
mutual misunderstandings and unintended signals that drove the crisis
forward in a few short weeks. How did the Balkans—a peripheral region
far from Europe's centers of power and wealth—come to be the center
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of a drama of such magnitude? How had European nations organized
themselves into opposing alliances, and how did these nations manage
to carry out foreign policy as a result? Clark reveals a Europe
racked by chronic problems—a fractured world of instability and
militancy that was, fatefully, saddled with a conspicuously
ineffectual set of political leaders. These rulers, who prided
themselves on their modernity and rationalism, stumbled through
crisis after crisis and finally convinced themselves that war was the
only answer. Meticulously researched and masterfully written, The
Sleepwalkers is a magisterial account of one of the most compelling
dramas of modern times.
An intellectual tour de force: the major essays of the esteemed
author of international bestseller The Sleepwalkers Christopher
Clark's The Sleepwalkers has become one of the most influential
history books of our century: a remarkable rethinking of the origins
of the First World War, which has had a huge impact on how we see
both the past and the present. For the many readers who found the
narrative voice, craftsmanship and originality of Clark's writing so
compelling, Prisoners of Time will be a book filled with surprises
and enjoyment. Bringing together many of Clark's major essays,
Prisoners of Time raises a host of questions about how we think about
the past, and both the value and pitfalls of history as a discipline.
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The book includes brilliant writing on German subjects: from
assessments of Kaiser Wilhelm and Bismarck to the painful story of
General von Blaskowitz, a traditional Prussian military man who
accommodated himself to the horrors of the Third Reich. There is a
fascinating essay on attempts to convert Prussian Jews to
Christianity, and insights into everything from Brexit to the
significance of battles. Perhaps the most important piece in the book
is 'The Dream of Nebuchadnezzar', a virtuoso meditation on the nature
of political power down the ages, which will become essential reading
for anyone drawn to the meaning of history.
A magisterial chronicle of the calamity that crippled Europe in 1914.
1914: a year of unparalleled change. The year that diplomacy failed,
Imperial Europe was thrown into its first modernised warfare and
white-gloved soldiers rode in their masses across pastoral landscapes
into the blaze of machine-guns. What followed were the costliest days
of the entire War. But how had it happened? In Catastrophe: 1914 Max
Hastings, best-selling author of the acclaimed All Hell Let Loose,
answers at last how World War I could ever have begun. Ranging across
Europe, from Paris to St. Petersberg, from Kings to corporals,
Catastrophe 1914 traces how tensions across the continent kindled
into a blaze of battles; not the stalemates of later trench-warfare
but battles of movement and dash where Napoleonic tactics met with
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weapons from a newly industrialised age. A searing analysis of the
power-brokering, vanity and bluff in the diplomatic maelstrom reveals
who was responsible for the birth of this catastrophic world in arms.
Mingling the experiences of humbler folk with the statesmen on whom
their lives depended, Hastings asks: whose actions were justified?
From the out-break of war through to its terrible making, and the
bloody gambles in Sarajevo and Mons, Le Cateau, Marne and Tannenberg,
this is the international story of World War I in its most severe and
influential period. Published to coincide with its 100th Anniversary,
Catastrophe: 1914 explains how and why this war, which shattered and
changed the Western world for ever, was fought.
The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of
unprecedented ferocity, it abruptly ended the relative peace and
prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing such demons of the
twentieth century as mechanized warfare and mass death. It also
helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--modernism in
the arts, new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical thoughts
about economics and society--and in so doing shattered the faith in
rationalism and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since the
Enlightenment. With The First World War, John Keegan, one of our most
eminent military historians, fulfills a lifelong ambition to write
the definitive account of the Great War for our generation. Probing
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the mystery of how a civilization at the height of its achievement
could have propelled itself into such a ruinous conflict, Keegan
takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among Europe's crowned
heads (all of them related to one another by blood) and ministers,
and their doomed efforts to defuse the crisis. He reveals how, by an
astonishing failure of diplomacy and communication, a bilateral
dispute grew to engulf an entire continent. But the heart of Keegan's
superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military
conflict. With unequalled authority and insight, he recreates the
nightmarish engagements whose names have become legend--Verdun, the
Somme and Gallipoli among them--and sheds new light on the strategies
and tactics employed, particularly the contributions of geography and
technology. No less central to Keegan's account is the human aspect.
He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities who
oversaw the tragically unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state
like Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned warmakers such
as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves his most
affecting personal sympathy for those whose individual efforts
history has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably
drab, undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories that by
tradition made the life of the man-at-arms tolerable." By the end of
the war, three great empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and
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the Ottoman--had collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation extended over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly informs the
politics and culture of the continent today. His brilliant, panoramic
account of this vast and terrible conflict is destined to take its
place among the classics of world history. With 24 pages of
photographs, 2 endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text
Hollywood Stars and Historical Visions
Secular-Catholic Conflict in Nineteenth-Century Europe
The World Before the Great War
Missionary Protestantism and the Jews in Prussia, 1728-1941
Europe Goes to War 1914
The Politics of Conversion
The First World War

The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went to War in 1914 is historian Christopher Clark's
riveting account of the explosive beginnings of World War I. Drawing on new
scholarship, Clark offers a fresh look at World War I, focusing not on the battles and
atrocities of the war itself, but on the complex events and relationships that led a group of
well-meaning leaders into brutal conflict. Clark traces the paths to war in a minute-byminute, action-packed narrative that cuts between the key decision centers in Vienna,
Berlin, St. Petersburg, Paris, London, and Belgrade, and examines the decades of history
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that informed the events of 1914 and details the mutual misunderstandings and
unintended signals that drove the crisis forward in a few short weeks. Meticulously
researched and masterfully written, Christopher Clark's The Sleepwalkers is a dramatic
and authoritative chronicle of Europe's descent into a war that tore the world apart.
In a monumental history of WWI, Germany’s leading historian of the first great 20thcentury catastrophe explains the war’s origins and course, revealing how profoundly it
shaped the world to come. Jörn Leonhard treats the clash of arms with a sure feel for
grand strategy, the tactics of arms and attrition, and the grim fate of frontline soldiers.
Kaiser Wilhelm II is one of the key figures in the history of twentieth-century Europe:
King of Prussia and German Emperor from 1888 to the collapse of Germany in 1918 and
a crucial player in the events that led to the outbreak of World War I. Following Kaiser
Wilhelm's political career from his youth at the Hohenzollern court through the turbulent
peacetime decades of the Wilhelmine era into global war and exile, the book presents a
new interpretation of this controversial monarch and assesses the impact on Germany of
his forty-year reign.
The outbreak of the First World War was ‘a drama never surpassed’. One hundred years
later, the characters still seem larger than life: Archduke Franz Ferdinand, brooding heir
to the Habsburg throne; the fanatical Bosnian Serb assassins who plot to murder him;
Conrad and Berchtold, the Austrians who exploit the outrage; Kaiser Wilhelm and
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Bethmann Hollweg, backing up the Austrians; Sazonov, Russian Foreign Minister, trying
to live down a reputation for cowardice; Poincaré and Paléologue, two French statesmen
who urge on the Russians; and not least Winston Churchill, who, alone among Cabinet
officials in London, perceives the seriousness of the situation in time to take action. July
1914 tells the story of Europe’s countdown to war through the eyes of these men,
between the bloody opening act on 28 June 1914 and Britain’s final plunge on 4 August,
which turned a European conflict into a world war. The outbreak of war was no accident
of fate. Individual statesmen, pursuing real objectives, conjured up the conflict – in some
cases by conscious intention. While some sought honourably to defuse tensions, others all
but oozed with malice as they rigged the decks for war. Dramatic, inevitably tense and
almost forensically observed, Sean McMeekin’s unique book retells the story of that
cataclysmic month, making clear as never before who was responsible for the
catastrophe. You will never think the same way again about the origins of the First World
War.
The Sleepwalkers
The Global Age
Who Started the Great War in 1914?
Europe 1950-2017
The Story of the Great War, 1914-1918
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The History of the First World War
Sensing the Past
'Of the "Great Powers" that dominated Europe from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries,
Prussia is the only one to have vanished ... Iron Kingdom is not just good: it is everything a
history book ought to be ... The nemesis of Prussia has cast such a long shadow that German
historians have tiptoed around the subject. Thus it was left to an Englishman to write what is
surely the best history of Prussia in any language' Sunday Telegraph
Missionaries are people who operate on the border between their own community and another.
The confessional frontier between the Christian and the Jewish communities in Prussia offers
a privileged vantage-point from which to analyse the relationship between them. This is the
first study to make comprehensive use of the archives and publications of the various Prussian
institutions and societies that set out to convert Jews to Christianity. No other body of
documentary evidence presents as informed and sustained a commentary on the 'Jewish
Question' as it evolved in Prussia during the period covered by this book. Spanning over two
centuries of protestant missionary activity, this book examines the ways in which theological,
social, and racial themes intertwined in the relationship between the Christian majority in
Prussia and the Jewish minority in its midst. These themes are analysed within the context of
the rapidly changing relationship between religion and politics in the Prussian state, for
'Jewish Questions', as this book shows, were intimately connected with 'Christian Questions' of
equal political and social consequence. This study sheds light on a facet of Jewish-German
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history that has been overshadowed by the rise of racial antisemitism and the ultimate tragedy
of the Holocaust.
Sensing the Past explores perennial themes in American culture as manifested through the
works of six of Hollywood's biggest movies stars: Clint Eastwood, Daniel Day-Lewis, Denzel
Washington, Meryl Streep, Tom Hanks, and Jodie Foster.
A Times Literary Supplement Best Book of 2016 An epic, groundbreaking account of the
ethnic and state violence that followed the end of World War I—conflicts that would shape
the course of the twentieth century For the Western Allies, November 11, 1918, has always been
a solemn date—the end of fighting that had destroyed a generation, but also a vindication of a
terrible sacrifice with the total collapse of the principal enemies: the German Empire, AustriaHungary, and the Ottoman Empire. But for much of the rest of Europe this was a day with no
meaning, as a continuing, nightmarish series of conflicts engulfed country after country. In
The Vanquished, a highly original and gripping work of history, Robert Gerwarth asks us to
think again about the true legacy of the First World War. In large part it was not the fighting
on the Western Front that proved so ruinous to Europe’s future, but the devastating aftermath,
as countries on both sides of the original conflict were savaged by revolutions, pogroms, mass
expulsions, and further major military clashes. In the years immediately after the armistice,
millions would die across central, eastern, and southeastern Europe before the Soviet Union
and a series of rickety and exhausted small new states would come into being. It was here, in
the ruins of Europe, that extreme ideologies such as fascism would take shape and ultimately
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emerge triumphant. As absorbing in its drama as it is unsettling in its analysis, The
Vanquished is destined to transform our understanding of not just the First World War but the
twentieth century as a whole.
Countdown to War
Time and Power
The Outbreak of World War I and European Political Culture Before 1914
A World Undone
How Europe Went to War in 1914
The Deluge
The War That Ended Peace

The pacy, sensitive and formidably argued history of the causes of the First World
War, from acclaimed historian and author Christopher Clark SUNDAY TIMES
and INDEPENDENT BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2012 The moments that it took
Gavrilo Princip to step forward to the stalled car and shoot dead Franz Ferdinand
and his wife were perhaps the most fateful of the modern era. An act of terrorism of
staggering efficiency, it fulfilled its every aim: it would liberate Bosnia from
Habsburg rule and it created a powerful new Serbia, but it also brought down four
great empires, killed millions of men and destroyed a civilization. What made a
seemingly prosperous and complacent Europe so vulnerable to the impact of this
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assassination? In The Sleepwalkers Christopher Clark retells the story of the
outbreak of the First World War and its causes. Above all, it shows how the failure
to understand the seriousness of the chaotic, near genocidal fighting in the Balkans
would drag Europe into catastrophe. Reviews: 'Formidable ... one of the most
impressive and stimulating studies of the period ever published' Max
Hastings,Sunday Times 'Easily the best book ever written on the subject ... A work
of rare beauty that combines meticulous research with sensitive analysis and elegant
prose. The enormous weight of its quality inspires amazement and awe ... Academics
should take note: Good history can still be a good story' Washington Post 'A
lovingly researched work of the highest scholarship. It is hard to believe we will ever
see a better narrative of what was perhaps the biggest collective blunder in the
history of international relations' Niall Ferguson '[Reading The Sleepwalkers], it is
as if a light had been turned on a half-darkened stage of shadowy characters cursing
among themselves without reason ... [Clark] demolishes the standard view ... The
brilliance of Clark's far-reaching history is that we are able to discern how the past
was genuinely prologue ... In conception, steely scholarship and piercing insights, his
book is a masterpiece' Harold Evans, New York Times Book Review 'Impeccably
researched, provocatively argued and elegantly written ... a model of scholarship'
Sunday Times Books of the Year 'Superb ... effectively consigns the old historical
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consensus to the bin ... It's not often that one has the privilege of reading a book that
reforges our understanding of one of the seminal events of world history' Mail
Online 'A monumental new volume ... Revelatory, even revolutionary ... Clark has
done a masterful job explaining the inexplicable' Boston Globe 'Superb ... One of the
great mysteries of history is how Europe's great powers could have stumbled into
World War I ... This is the single best book I have read on this important topic'
Fareed Zakaria 'A meticulously researched, superbly organized, and handsomely
written account Military History Clark is a masterly historian ... His account vividly
reconstructs key decision points while deftly sketching the context driving them ... A
magisterial work' Wall Street Journal About the author: Christopher Clark is
Professor of Modern History at the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of St
Catharine's College. He is the author of The Politics of Conversion, Kaiser Wilhelm
II and Iron Kingdom. Widely praised around the world, Iron Kingdom became a
major bestseller. He has been awarded the Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit of
the Federal Republic of Germany.
* Our summary is short, simple and pragmatic. It allows you to have the essential
ideas of a big book in less than 30 minutes. *As you read this summary, you will
discover that the First World War was the culmination of a long process during
which the protagonists sometimes influenced each other, sometimes betrayed each
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other and finally confronted each other. Far, far from the laconic descriptions in the
textbooks of this Der des Ders, Christopher Clark delivers the impressive details of
the relations between European leaders at the beginning of the 20th century, using
notes, official correspondence and even excerpts from diaries. Nothing was
inevitable, yet everyone, at some point, contributed to this tragic outcome without
being aware of it. A somnambulism unfortunately responsible for millions of deaths.
*You will also discover that : none of the European powers involved were able to
prevent this conflict, each having chosen to prioritize their own interests at the
expense of peace; the assassination of Sarajevo was the trigger for a complex crisis
involving one country after another through the play of alliances; the political
instability of many countries has left the field open to influential figures who have
been able to pursue a warmongering policy and play a crucial role in the outbreak of
hostilities; the First World War was only a larger scale replica of the consequences
of the Balkanization of Central Europe. *On 28 June 1914, Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, heir to the Habsburg throne, arrived at Sarajevo station for a short
official visit. Less than forty days later, the First World War put an end to three
empires, redistributed the cards of European geopolitics and led to more than
twenty million deaths. Even more interesting than the "why" question, the question
of "how did we get there?" raises questions about the mechanisms of alliances
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between countries, the personalities of the decision-makers of the time and the rise
of nationalism. Elements that inevitably provoke comparison with the current
context and show, for once, that Man is often his own executioner. *Buy now the
summary of this book for the modest price of a cup of coffee!
Europe was forged out of the ashes of the Napoleonic wars by means of a collective
fight against revolutionary terror. The Allied Council created a culture of in- and
exclusion, of people that were persecuted and those who were protected, using secret
police, black lists, border controls and fortifications, and financed by European
capital holders.
Traveling from Europe's capitals to Bombay, Tokyo, St. Petersburg, Winnipeg, Los
Angeles, Peking, and beyond, Emmerson restores 1913 to contemporary freshness
and illuminates a world more integrated and internationalized than is remembered.
A Portrait of the World Before the War, 1890-1914; Barbara W. Tuchman's Great
War Series
The Proud Tower
A trilogy
Prisoners of Time
Those Angry Days
Six Frigates: The Epic History of the Founding of the U.S. Navy
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Sleepwalking into a New World
The Second World War might have officially ended in May
1945, but in reality it rumbled on for another ten years...
The end of the Second World War in Europe is one of the
twentieth century's most iconic moments. It is fondly
remembered as a time when cheering crowds filled the
streets, danced, drank and made love until the small hours.
These images of victory and celebration are so strong in our
minds that the period of anarchy and civil war that followed
has been forgotten. Across Europe, landscapes had been
ravaged, entire cities razed and more than thirty million
people had been killed in the war. The institutions that we
now take for granted - such as the police, the media,
transport, local and national government - were either
entirely absent or hopelessly compromised. Crime rates were
soaring, economies collapsing, and the European population
was hovering on the brink of starvation. In Savage
Continent, Keith Lowe describes a continent still racked by
violence, where large sections of the population had yet to
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accept that the war was over. Individuals, communities and
sometimes whole nations sought vengeance for the wrongs that
had been done to them during the war. Germans and
collaborators everywhere were rounded up, tormented and
summarily executed. Concentration camps were reopened and
filled with new victims who were tortured and starved.
Violent anti-Semitism was reborn, sparking murders and new
pogroms across Europe. Massacres were an integral part of
the chaos and in some places – particularly Greece,
Yugoslavia and Poland, as well as parts of Italy and France
– they led to brutal civil wars. In some of the greatest
acts of ethnic cleansing the world has ever seen, tens of
millions were expelled from their ancestral homelands, often
with the implicit blessing of the Allied authorities. Savage
Continent is the story of post WWII Europe, in all its ugly
detail, from the end of the war right up until the
establishment of an uneasy stability across Europe towards
the end of the 1940s. Based principally on primary sources
from a dozen countries, Savage Continent is a frightening
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and thrilling chronicle of a world gone mad, the standard
history of post WWII Europe for years to come.
Describes the origins and early history of the American
Navy, discussing the debates by the founding fathers over
the need for a permanent military, the decision to construct
six heavy frigates, the campaign against Tripoli, and the
war of 1812, including the confrontation between the USS
Constitution and HMS Guerriere that raised the U.S. to a
global power. Reprint. 50,000 first printing.
A scholarly interpretation of Germany's policies and
attitudes during the first World War and their profound
effect on subsequent world events
A bold new interpretation of the First World War and the
birth of the American Century In the depths of the Great
War, with millions dead and no end to the conflict in sight,
societies around the world began to buckle. The strain of
total war ravaged all economic and political assumptions,
shattering old empires and redrawing maps across Europe and
the Middle East. A century after the outbreak of fighting,
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Yale historian Adam Tooze takes an entirely new perspective
on “the war to end all wars,” focusing on the closing years
of the conflict and its aftermath up to the Great
Depression. This tumultuous period saw hopes for lasting
peace and liberal internationalism collide with violent
upheavals and the ultimate rise of totalitarian regimes. And
it saw the emergence of a new global order in which all the
major powers—the war's winners and losers alike—saw their
fates bound up with those of the United States, now the
world's dominant economic force. All-embracing, powerfully
argued, and deeply instructive,The Deluge is essential
reading for anyone who wants to understand the roots of
America's fraught relationship with the world.
The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth
Century
Kaiser Wilhelm II
Savage Continent
The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947
Prussians, Germans and Other Humans
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The Darkest Days
Iron Kingdom
The SleepwalkersHow Europe Went to War in 1914Harper Collins
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review
• The Economist • The Christian Science Monitor • Bloomberg Businessweek • The
Globe and Mail From the bestselling and award-winning author of Paris 1919 comes a
masterpiece of narrative nonfiction, a fascinating portrait of Europe from 1900 up to
the outbreak of World War I. The century since the end of the Napoleonic wars had
been the most peaceful era Europe had known since the fall of the Roman Empire. In
the first years of the twentieth century, Europe believed it was marching to a golden,
happy, and prosperous future. But instead, complex personalities and rivalries,
colonialism and ethnic nationalisms, and shifting alliances helped to bring about the
failure of the long peace and the outbreak of a war that transformed Europe and the
world. The War That Ended Peace brings vividly to life the military leaders,
politicians, diplomats, bankers, and the extended, interrelated family of crowned
heads across Europe who failed to stop the descent into war: in Germany, the
mercurial Kaiser Wilhelm II and the chief of the German general staff, Von Moltke the
Younger; in Austria-Hungary, Emperor Franz Joseph, a man who tried, through sheer
hard work, to stave off the coming chaos in his empire; in Russia, Tsar Nicholas II and
his wife; in Britain, King Edward VII, Prime Minister Herbert Asquith, and British
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admiral Jacky Fisher, the fierce advocate of naval reform who entered into the arms
race with Germany that pushed the continent toward confrontation on land and sea.
There are the would-be peacemakers as well, among them prophets of the horrors of
future wars whose warnings went unheeded: Alfred Nobel, who donated his fortune
to the cause of international understanding, and Bertha von Suttner, a writer and
activist who was the first woman awarded Nobel’s new Peace Prize. Here too we
meet the urbane and cosmopolitan Count Harry Kessler, who noticed many of the
early signs that something was stirring in Europe; the young Winston Churchill, then
First Lord of the Admiralty and a rising figure in British politics; Madame Caillaux,
who shot a man who might have been a force for peace; and more. With indelible
portraits, MacMillan shows how the fateful decisions of a few powerful people
changed the course of history. Taut, suspenseful, and impossible to put down, The
War That Ended Peace is also a wise cautionary reminder of how wars happen in
spite of the near-universal desire to keep the peace. Destined to become a classic in
the tradition of Barbara Tuchman’s The Guns of August, The War That Ended Peace
enriches our understanding of one of the defining periods and events of the twentieth
century. Praise for The War That Ended Peace “Magnificent . . . The War That Ended
Peace will certainly rank among the best books of the centennial crop.”—The
Economist “Superb.”—The New York Times Book Review “Masterly . . . marvelous . . .
Those looking to understand why World War I happened will have a hard time finding
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a better place to start.”—The Christian Science Monitor “The debate over the war’s
origins has raged for years. Ms. MacMillan’s explanation goes straight to the heart of
political fallibility. . . . Elegantly written, with wonderful character sketches of the key
players, this is a book to be treasured.”—The Wall Street Journal “A magisterial
600-page panorama.”—Christopher Clark, London Review of Books
This is a magisterial new account of Europe's tragic descent into a largely
inadvertent war in the summer of 1914. Thomas Otte reveals why a century-old
system of Great Power politics collapsed so disastrously in the weeks from the 'shot
heard around the world' on June 28th to Germany's declaration of war on Russia on
August 1st. He shows definitively that the key to understanding how and why Europe
descended into world war is to be found in the near-collective failure of statecraft by
the rulers of Europe and not in abstract concepts such as the 'balance of power' or
the 'alliance system'. In this unprecedented panorama of Europe on the brink, from
the ministerial palaces of Berlin and Vienna to Belgrade, London, Paris and St
Petersburg, Thomas Otte reveals the hawks and doves whose decision-making led to
a war that would define a century and which still reverberates today.
The final chapter in the Penguin History of Europe series from the acclaimed scholar
and author of To Hell and Back After the overwhelming horrors of the first half of the
twentieth century, described by Ian Kershaw in his previous book as being 'to Hell
and back,' the years from 1950 to 2017 brought peace and relative prosperity to
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most of Europe. Enormous economic improvements transformed the continent. The
catastrophic era of the world wars receded into an ever more distant past, though its
long shadow continued to shape mentalities. Yet Europe was now a divided
continent, living under the nuclear threat in a period intermittently fraught with
anxiety. There were, by most definitions, striking successes: the Soviet bloc melted
away, dictatorships vanished, and Germany was successfully reunited. But
accelerating globalization brought new fragilities. The interlocking crises after 2008
were the clearest warnings to Europeans that there was no guarantee of peace and
stability, and, even today, the continent threatens further fracturing. In this
remarkable book, Ian Kershaw has created a grand panorama of the world we live in
and where it came from. Drawing on examples from all across Europe, The Global
Age is an endlessly fascinating portrait of the recent past and present, and a cautious
look into our future.
The Sleepwalkers LP
The Road to 1914
Lessons in Liberty from a Hospital Diary
1913
The Great War, America and the Remaking of the Global Order, 1916-1931
Catastrophe
Visions of History in German Politics, from the Thirty Years' War to the Third Reich
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A bold new history of the rise of the medieval Italian commune Amid
the disintegration of the Kingdom of Italy in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries, a new form of collective government—the commune—arose in
the cities of northern and central Italy. Sleepwalking into a New
World takes a bold new look at how these autonomous city-states came
about, and fundamentally alters our understanding of one of the most
important political and cultural innovations of the medieval world.
Chris Wickham provides richly textured portraits of three
cities—Milan, Pisa, and Rome—and sets them against a vibrant backcloth
of other towns. He argues that, in all but a few cases, the elites of
these cities and towns developed one of the first nonmonarchical forms
of government in medieval Europe, unaware that they were creating
something altogether new. Wickham makes clear that the Italian city
commune was by no means a democracy in the modern sense, but that it
was so novel that outsiders did not know what to make of it. He
describes how, as the old order unraveled, the communes emerged,
governed by consular elites "chosen by the people," and subject to
neither emperor nor king. They regularly fought each other, yet they
grew organized and confident enough to ally together to defeat
Frederick Barbarossa, the German emperor, at the Battle of Legnano in
1176. Sleepwalking into a New World reveals how the development of the
autonomous city-state took place, which would in the end make possible
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the robust civic culture of the Renaissance.
The First World War has been described as the "primordial catastrophe
of the twentieth century." Arguably, Italian Fascism, German National
Socialism and Soviet Leninism and Stalinism would not have emerged
without the cultural and political shock of World War I. The question
why this catastrophe happened therefore preoccupies historians to this
day. The focus of this volume is not on the consequences, but rather
on the connection between the Great War and the long 19th century, the
short- and long-term causes of World War I. This approach results in
the questioning of many received ideas about the war's causes,
especially the notion of "inevitability."
A narrative of the First World War examines the brutal conflict that
transformed the face of Europe, paved the way for the Soviet Union and
Hitler, and had long lasting repercussions.
When war broke out in Europe in 1914, it surprised a European
population enjoying the most beautiful summer in memory. For nearly a
century since, historians have debated the causes of the war. Some
have cited the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand; others have
concluded it was unavoidable. In Europe’s Last Summer, David Fromkin
provides a different answer: hostilities were commenced deliberately.
In a riveting re-creation of the run-up to war, Fromkin shows how
German generals, seeing war as inevitable, manipulated events to
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precipitate a conflict waged on their own terms. Moving deftly between
diplomats, generals, and rulers across Europe, he makes the complex
diplomatic negotiations accessible and immediate. Examining the
actions of individuals amid larger historical forces, this is a
gripping historical narrative and a dramatic reassessment of a key
moment in the twentieth-century.
An Improbable War?
Our Malady
The Origins of the World War ...
Why the First World War Failed to End
Culture Wars
Germany's Aims in the First World War
The Truth Behind Britain's Rush to War, 1914

Traces the crisis period leading up to America's entry in World War II, describing
the nation's polarized interventionist and isolation factions as represented by the
government, in the press and on the streets, in an account that explores the
forefront roles of British-supporter President Roosevelt and isolationist Charles
Lindbergh. (This book was previously featured in Forecast.)
The Proud Tower, the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Guns of August, and The
Zimmerman Telegram comprise Barbara W. Tuchman’s classic histories of the
First World War era During the fateful quarter century leading up to World War I,
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the climax of a century of rapid, unprecedented change, a privileged few enjoyed
Olympian luxury as the underclass was “heaving in its pain, its power, and its
hate.” In The Proud Tower, Barbara W. Tuchman brings the era to vivid life: the
decline of the Edwardian aristocracy; the Anarchists of Europe and America;
Germany and its self-depicted hero, Richard Strauss; Diaghilev’s Russian ballet
and Stravinsky’s music; the Dreyfus Affair; the Peace Conferences in The
Hague; and the enthusiasm and tragedy of Socialism, epitomized by the
assassination of Jean Jaurès on the night the Great War began and an epoch
came to a close. Praise for The Proud Tower “[Barbara W. Tuchman’s] Pulitzer
Prize–winning The Guns of August was an expert evocation of the first spasm of
the 1914–1918 war. She brings the same narrative gifts and panoramic camera
eye to her portrait of the antebellum world.”—Newsweek “A rare combination of
impeccable scholarship and literary polish . . . It would be impossible to read The
Proud Tower without pleasure and admiration.”—The New York Times “An
exquisitely written and thoroughly engrossing work . . . The author’s knowledge
and skill are so impressive that they whet the appetite for more.”—Chicago
Tribune “[Tuchman] tells her story with cool wit and warm understanding.”—Time
James Joll's study is not simply another narrative, retracing the powder trail that
was finally ignited at Sarajevo. It is an ambitious and wide-ranging analysis of the
historical forces at work in the Europe of 1914, and the very different ways in
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which historians have subsequently attempted to understand them. The
importance of the theme, the breadth and sympathy of James Joll's scholarship,
and the clarity of his exposition, have all contributed to the spectacular success
of the book since its first appearance in 1984. Revised by Gordon Martel, this
new 3rd edition accommodates recent research and an expanded further reading
section.
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