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As a follow-up to their first true feature film, Monty Python
and the Holy Grail, the comic troupe next decided to tackle a
“shadow” version of the Christ story. Shot in the Middle East
and produced during Margaret Thatcher’s ascendant years, the
film satirized—among other matters—authoritarianism and
religious zealotry. Upon its release, Monty Python’s Life of
Brian was both a critical and commercial success, and has been
since hailed as one of the greatest comedies of all time. But
the film also faced backlash from religious groups for its
blasphemy, perceived or otherwise. In A Book about the Film
Monty Python's Life of Brian: All of the References from
Assyrians to Zeffirelli, Darl Larsen identifies and examines the
plethora of cultural, historical, and topical allusions in the
film. In this resource, Larsen delineates virtually every
allusion and reference that appears in the film—from firstcentury Jerusalem through 1970s Great Britain. Organized
chronologically by scene, the entries in this cultural history
cover literary and metaphoric allusions, symbolisms, names,
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peoples, and places, as well as the many social, cultural, and
historical elements that populate this film. By closely
examining each scene, this book explores the Pythons’
comparisons of the Roman and British Empires and of Pilate and
Margaret Thatcher. In addition, Larsen helps to situate Life of
Brian in the “Jesus” re-examination of the postwar period, while
also taking a close look at the terror groups of first-century
Judea and the modern world. A Book about the Film Monty Python's
Life of Brian will appeal to scholars of history, film, British
culture, and pop culture, as well as to the many fans of this
iconic group.
A celebration of the silly and enduring genius of the Monty
Python team, including their very best visual and verbal gags In
October 1969, the BBC broadcast the first program in a new
series: Monty Python’s Flying Circus, written and conceived by
Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry
Jones, and Michael Palin. Through the years the six of them
followed this with another 44 extremely silly programs, a German
TV special, five full-length feature films, seven books, nine
long-playing records, and live stage shows that toured the UK,
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Canada, and America. This pocket series features the very best
of Monty Python: a collection of favorite sketches, gags, words,
and lyrics, chosen by the members of Monty Python who have
picked some of their prized bits from across the whole range of
Python books, scripts, and films. Included are such memorable
moments as "The French Taunt King Arthur," "The Lumberjack
Song," "What Have the Romans Ever Done for Us?," "The Court
Martial of Sapper Walters," "Every Sperm is Sacred," "The Man
Who Talks Entirely in Anagrams," and other priceless pieces of
Python humor. Accompanying these words are some two hundred
images that have become synonymous with Python through three
decades.
The complete unexpurgated scripts of the original television
series--except for, of course, the animation bits This volume
includes the scripts of all 23 episodes from the first and
second series of the famous Monty Python's Flying Circus shows.
Well loved and much quoted pieces such as "The Lumberjack Song,"
The Architect Sketch," "The Spanish Inquisition," "Archaeology
Today," "Dead Parrot," "Test Match," and "Hell's Grannies" are
included in this volume.
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For the first time all surviving Pythons have agreed to create
the definitive story of Monty Python's Flying Circus and the
'genius' who created it. Over thirty years ago, a group of five
Englishmen - and one wayward American - rewrote the rules of
comedy. Monty Python's Flying Circus, an unheralded, previously
unseen half-hour show of sketches, hilarities, inanities and
animations, first appeared on the BBC late one night in 1969.
Its impact has been felt on the world ever since. From its
humble beginnings, it blossomed into the most influential
movement in modern comedy. THE PYTHONS' AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE
PYTHONS is a unique look at arguably the most important comic
team of the modern age, lavishly illustrated with 1000
photographs, many culled from the team's own personal
collections, many more seen for the first time. This is the
definitive word on all things Pythonesque.
The Pythons' Autobiography
Cultural Contexts in Monty Python
Monty Python's Meaning of Life/Monty Python's Life of
Brian/Monty Python and the Holy Grail
A Book about the Film Monty Python and the Holy Grail
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The Complete Monty Python's Flying Circus
Nobody Expects the Spanish Inquisition
In this second volume, John Cleese picks some of his prized bits from across the whole
range of Python books, scripts and films.
Examining Monty Python's enduring status as an unconventional, anti-authoritarian
comedy touchstone, this book reappraises Python's comedy output from the
perspective of its 50 years of cultural circulation. Reconsidering the group's originality,
impact and durability, a range of international scholars explores Python's influences,
production contexts, frequently controversial themes, and the cult status and forms of
fandom associated with Python in the present day. From television sketches, including
The Funniest Joke in the World, Hell's Grannies, Dead Parrot and Confuse-a-Cat, to
the films Monty Python and the Holy Grail, Life of Brian and The Meaning of Life, to
songs from the albums and live shows, this book is a ground-breaking critical analysis
of the Monty Python phenomenon.
Available for the first time in paperback, Monty Python's Flying Circus: All the Bits
includes every script from every episode of the innovative, hilarious, and absurd
series--one of the most influential of all time--plus hundreds of annotations, behind-thescenes stories, profiles, and more, as well as photographs, drawings, and Terry
Gilliam's iconic artwork. Monty Python's Flying Circus is one of the most popular,
important and oft-quoted comedy series of all time. Python's influence on comedy has
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been compared to the Beatles' influence on music. This landmark work collects the
complete scripts for every one of the 45 episodes of Flying Circus: every silly setup,
every clever conceit, every snide insult, and ever saucy aside from these classic skits,
including "The Ministry of Silly Walks," "The Dead Parrot," "Banter in the Cheese Shop,"
"Spam, the Funniest Joke in the World," "The Spanish Inquisition," "The Argument
Clinic," "The Fish-Slapping Dance," "The Lumberjack Song," and all the rest. Every
script is thoroughly annotated with notes that cover the plethora of cultural, historical,
and topical references touched upon in each sketch. Sidebars and commentary
throughout include profiles of the principles -- Graham Chapman, Eric Idle, Terry Jones,
Michael Palin, Terry Gilliam, and John Cleese -- fascinating facts about technical
concerns, set design, and shooting locations; insider stores from on and off the set,
including arguments, accidents, and practical jokes; goofs and gaffes; and much more.
Also included are thousands of stills and artwork from the shows.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - From the ingenious comic performer, founding
member of Monty Python, and creator of Spamalot, comes an absurdly funny memoir of
unparalleled wit and heartfelt candor We know him best for his unforgettable roles on
Monty Python--from the Flying Circus to The Meaning of Life. Now, Eric Idle reflects on
the meaning of his own life in this entertaining memoir that takes us on a remarkable
journey from his childhood in an austere boarding school through his successful career
in comedy, television, theater, and film. Coming of age as a writer and comedian during
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the Sixties and Seventies, Eric stumbled into the crossroads of the cultural revolution
and found himself rubbing shoulders with the likes of George Harrison, David Bowie,
and Robin Williams, all of whom became dear lifelong friends. With anecdotes sprinkled
throughout involving other close friends and luminaries such as Mike Nichols, Mick
Jagger, Steve Martin, Paul Simon, Lorne Michaels, and many more, as well as John
Cleese and the Pythons themselves, Eric captures a time of tremendous creative
output with equal parts hilarity and heart. In Always Look on the Bright Side of Life,
named for the song he wrote for Life of Brian and which has since become the number
one song played at funerals in the UK, he shares the highlights of his life and career
with the kind of offbeat humor that has delighted audiences for five decades. The year
2019 marks the fiftieth anniversary of The Pythons, and Eric is marking the occasion
with this hilarious memoir chock full of behind-the-scenes stories from a high-flying life
featuring everyone from Princess Leia to Queen Elizabeth.
Monty Python's The Meaning of Life
A Pocketful of Python
All the References from African Swallows to Zoot
Exploring the Historical Jesus and his Times via Monty Python's Life of Brian
My Life with Brian
On October 5, 1969, outrageous, unorthodox comedy struck the world. It was on this
Page 7/22

Download Free The Monty Pythons Life Of Brian Of Nazareth Screenplay
fateful day that Monty Python's Flying Circus debuted. From the Dead Parrot skit to the
Lumberjack Song, The Attila the Hun Show to the Cheese Shop routine, the Pythons set a
standard for irreverent, obnoxious, nonsensical comedy never before seen.
An analysis of the influence and erudite humor style of the iconic British comedy troupe
places Monty Python's myriad references into an accessible context while revealing their
role in inspiring such followers as Saturday Night Live. Co-written by the author of The
Encyclopedia of Punk. 40,000 first printing.
The incredible, hilarious insider's story of Britain's favourite film company! It all started
when Beatle George Harrison stepped in to fund Life of Brian when Monty Python's
original backers pulled out. His company, HandMade films, went on to make some of the
best British films of the 80s (Withnail and I, Time Bandits and Mona Lisa among them),
but then things started to go wrong... This is the incredible and often hilarious insiders'
story of what happened...
This reference identifies and explains the cultural, historical, and topical allusions in the
film Monty Python’s Meaning of Life, the Pythons’ third and final original feature as a
complete group. In this resource, virtually every allusion and reference that appears in the
film is identified and explained —from Britain’s waning Empire through the Winter of
Discontent to Margaret Thatcher’s second-term mandate, from playing fields to battle
fields, and from accountant pirates to sacred sperm. Organized chronologically by scene,
the entries cover literary and metaphoric allusions, symbolisms, names, peoples, and
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places; as well as the many social, cultural, and historical elements that populate this film,
and the Pythons’ work in general.
Monty Python and the Holy Grail
The Complete Oral History of Monty Python, as Told by the Founding Members and a
Few of Their Many Friends and Collaborators
*History, Art, Poetry, Communism, Philosophy, the Media, Birth, Death, Religion,
Literature, Latin, Transvestites, Botany, the French, Class Systems, Mythology, Fish
Slapping, and Many More!
Monty Python's Flying Circus
A Book about the Film Monty Python's The Meaning of Life
MONTY Python's Life of Brian
Monty Python's Life of Brian film is known for its brilliant satirical humour. Less
well known is that the film contains references to what was, at the time of its
release, cutting edge biblical scholarship and Life of Jesus research. This
research, founded on the acceptance of the Historical Jesus as a Jew who needs to
be understood within the context of his time, is implicitly referenced through the
setting of the Brian character within a tumultuous social and political
background. This collection is a compilation of essays from foremost scholars of
the historical Jesus and the first century Judaea, and includes contributions from
George Brooke, Richard Burridge, Paula Fredriksen, Steve Mason, Adele
Reinhartz, Bart Ehrman, Amy-Jill Levine, James Crossley, Philip Davies, Joan
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Taylor, Bill Telford, Helen Bond, Guy Stiebel, David Tollerton, David Shepherd and
Katie Turner. The collection opens up the Life of Brian to renewed investigation
and, in so doing, uses the film to reflect on the historical Jesus and his times,
revitalising the discussion of history and Life of Jesus research. The volume also
features a Preface from Terry Jones, who not only directed the film, but also
played Brian's mum.
October 2019 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the first broadcast of Monty
Python's Flying Circus on BBC Television. This humorous book contains zany
writing and illustrations used by Monty Python. Graham Chapman's education and
vocational training occurred variously in such places as the Midlands, Eton, the
University of Cambridge, St Swithin's Hospital, on tour in a revue with John Cleese
in New Zealand and on the island of Ibiza with David Frost. He was the author of A
Liar's Autobiography and he also wrote for Monty Python's Flying Circus and the
TV show Doctor in the House. Graham Chapman died in 1989. John Cleese was
educated at the University of Cambridge where he performed in Footlights and
then went to work in London as a performer and as a comedy writer for the BBC.
Besides his work with Python he is best known for his TV series Fawlty Towers (cowritten with Connie Booth), the books he has written with psychologist Robin
Skinner and films such as Clockwise, A Fish Called Wanda and Fierce Creatures.
Eric Idle was educated at the University of Cambridge where he joined the
Footlights Club becoming president of the club in 1965. He created and acted in
The Rutles and has appeared in numerous films including The Adventures of
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Baron Munchausen and wrote the book, and co-wrote the lyrics, for the awardwinning musical Spamalot (based on Monty Python & The Holy Grail). Educated at
the University of Oxford, Terry Jones worked in theatre, and wrote revues and
scripts for the BBC before becoming one of the creators of Monty Python. He has
written many books for children and is also the author (with other scholars) of
Who Murdered Chaucer? and a study of Chaucer's Knight. He has directed such
films as Personal Services, Erik the Viking and The Wind in the Willows, along
with all the Python films. Michael Palin was born in Sheffield in 1943 and lives
with his wife Helen in North London. His adventures around the world have been
huge bestsellers. His books (all of which have accompanied his documentaries for
the BBC) include Around the World in 80 Days, Pole to Pole, Full Circle, Sahara
and Himalaya. His films have included The Missionary and A Private Function. As
part of the Monty Python team, Terry Gilliam produced the series' bizarre
animations as well as performing. His subsequent career has encompassed
animation and film-making, and he has directed films including The Adventures of
Baron Munchausen, Brazil, Twelve Monkeys and Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas.
The classic piece of cinematic blasphemy from 1979.
Monty Python, the genius comedy troupe from Britain, single-handedly
revolutionized sketch comedy and paved the way for everything from Saturday
Night Live to Austin Powers. Now, in their official oral history, founding members
John Cleese, Eric Idle, Terry Gilliam, Terry Jones, and Michael Palin take readers
behind the scenes in this no-holds-barred look at their lives and unforgettable
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comic works like "The Spanish Inquisition," "Dead Parrot," Monty Python's Life of
Brian, Monty Python and the Holy Grail (inspiration for the hit Broadway musical
Spamalot), and many, many more, with never-before-seen photos and rare
interviews from friends and collaborators.
The Very Best of Monty Python
The Pythons' Autobiography By The Pythons
Everything I Ever Needed to Know About _____* I Learned from Monty Python
So, Anyway...
Critical Approaches to Monty Python
Very Naughty Boys [EBK]

This exhaustive reference identifies and explains the plethora of cultural,
historical, and topical allusions in the film Monty Python and the Holy Grail,
the first original film by the British comedy troupe.
The award-winning 1983 masterpiece lampooning the Seven Ages of Man.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the ingenious comic performer,
founding member of Monty Python, and creator of Spamalot, comes an
absurdly funny memoir of unparalleled wit and heartfelt candor We know
him best for his unforgettable roles on Monty Python—from the Flying
Circus to The Meaning of Life. Now, Eric Idle reflects on the meaning of his
own life in this entertaining memoir that takes us on a remarkable journey
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from his childhood in an austere boarding school through his successful
career in comedy, television, theater, and film. Coming of age as a writer
and comedian during the Sixties and Seventies, Eric stumbled into the
crossroads of the cultural revolution and found himself rubbing shoulders
with the likes of George Harrison, David Bowie, and Robin Williams, all of
whom became dear lifelong friends. With anecdotes sprinkled throughout
involving other close friends and luminaries such as Mike Nichols, Mick
Jagger, Steve Martin, Paul Simon, Lorne Michaels, and many more, as well
as John Cleese and the Pythons themselves, Eric captures a time of
tremendous creative output with equal parts hilarity and heart. In Always
Look on the Bright Side of Life, named for the song he wrote for Life of
Brian and which has since become the number one song played at funerals
in the UK, he shares the highlights of his life and career with the kind of
offbeat humor that has delighted audiences for five decades. The year 2019
marks the fiftieth anniversary of The Pythons, and Eric is marking the
occasion with this hilarious memoir chock full of behind-the-scenes stories
from a high-flying life featuring everyone from Princess Leia to Queen
Elizabeth.
The world of Monty Python, its ear finely tuned to the absurd, was that rare
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beast: absolute originality. This tribute to the inspired collective genius of
John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, and the late Graham Chapman, is
based on personal reminiscences and exclusive interviews with each of
them. It recounts, with many photos and illustrations from the archives,
their pre-Python lives, their meeting, its impact, and its aftermath. A faithful
and entertaining chronicle of the people and events who engendered a
revolution in comedy. George Perry is an author, journalist, fellow Oxbridge
graduate, and expert on all matters Python.
Monty Python's Big Red Book
Always Look on the Bright Side of Life
Monty Python Speaks
Monty Python Live!
Monty Python Speaks, Revised and Updated Edition
Monty Python's the Meaning of Life

With a Foreword by John Oliver, host of Last Week Tonight In celebration of
the 50th anniversary of its BBC debut, a revised and updated edition of the
complete oral history of Monty Python—an insightful, in-depth portrait of
the brilliant and hysterically funny show that transformed modern comedy.
Broadcast by the BBC between 1969 and 1974, Monty Python’s Flying
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Circus introduced something completely different: a new brand of
surrealistic, stream-of-consciousness comedy that pushed the traditional
boundaries of format, style, and content. Blending brilliant satire with
slapstick silliness, The Pythons—Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry
Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones and Michael Palin—spoke to a generation
eager to break free of the conventional. Making their way across the
Atlantic and the world, the Pythons’ zany approach to comedy would have a
monumental influence on modern popular culture, paving the way for
farcical entertainment from Saturday Night Live to The Simpsons to Austin
Powers. In Monty Python Speaks, David Morgan has collected interviews
with Monty Python’s founding members, actors, producers, and other
collaborators to produce a no-holds-barred look at the Pythons’ legendary
sketches and films, including Monty Python’s Life of Brian, Monty Python
and the Holy Grail (the inspiration for the hit Broadway musical Spamalot),
and The Meaning of Life. Featuring four new chapters that focus on the
group’s oeuvre since the first edition’s publication twenty years ago, as well
as a new foreword and updated resources, Monty Python Speaks offers a
fascinating peek behind the scenes of the Pythons’ creative
process—including the friendships and feuds—that catapulted a comedy
revolution.
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An insider's tribute to the iconic comedy troupe by an author who kept a
detailed journal while spending several weeks on the set of Life of Brian
offers insight into Monty Python's collaborative efforts and creative
processes. 30,000 first printing.
Presents the complete scripts of the Monty Python television series, first
shown on BBC televison from 1969 to 1974
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MONTY PYTHON Who was the real Brian?
Who was the real Jesus? Did the Romans build the Jerusalem Aqueduct?
Were the Magi really wise? And were the Peoples Front of Judea, splitters?
All the crucial issues this book dares to confront. 'Life of Brian' editor Julian
Doyle, not only reveals some telling information about the filming process
but also compares each and every hysterical scene of the film with the
actual Biblical events and comes to some extraordinary conclusions,
including the well held belief that 'Life of Brian' is the most accurate
Biblical film ever made. A must not only for Python fans but film students
wishing to understand the process of comedy editing.
The Complete Oral History
Monty Python's Life of Brian
All the Words. Volume one
A Book about the Film Monty Python's Life of Brian
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The Life Of Python
A Memoir

Large print.
Drawing on their observations of life and research into families,
business success, and psychiatry, the authors explore universal
principles of healthy survival, including maintaining individuality
and adapting to change
"One of the finest and most accurate records of the making of the film
that I have ever read. I just wished I could remember what actually
went on then." --Terry Jones "If anyone can remember more about making
the Life of Brian than me, it's Kim ‘Howard' Johnson. He came, he saw,
he got into costume. While the rest of us were fighting to upstage
each other, Howard had a notebook hidden in his toga." --Michael Palin
"Since I've forgotten everything, it will be great to read what was
actually going on in Tunisia. Just as long as I'm the most quoted, the
most vital to the shooting, and the most interesting. You don't have
to mention my stunning good looks if you don't want to." --Terry
Gilliam "Of all the books that I am planning to read in my dotage,
there is none I am more looking forward to than Monty Python's
Tunisian Holiday. . . . Not only does ‘Howard' Johnson know more about
Python than anyone outside of the IRS, he was in Tunisia for most of
the filming of Life of Brian, and is the only person who captured
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every thoughtless remark, heated exchange, embarrassing detail, petty
insult, and spiteful act of indifference." --John Cleese "Kim ‘Howard'
Johnson was invented by Graham Chapman during an idle moment on the
set of The Life of Brian. ‘Let's invent a person,' he said. ‘An
American fan from the Midwest,' chimed in Michael Palin, ‘who keeps a
daily diary of Python filming. And then doesn't publish it for years
and years.' How we laughed, and each day we'd make up stuff this
‘person' would write about us." --Eric Idle In 1978, Kim "Howard"
Johnson ran away to join the circus---Monty Python's Flying Circus,
that is. The Pythons converged on Tunisia to film their timeless
classic, Life of Brian, and Howard found himself in the thick of it,
doubling for nearly all the Pythons, playing more roles in the film
than John Cleese, and managing to ruin only one shot. He became the
unit journalist, substitute still photographer, Roman soldier,
peasant, Biggus Dickus's double, near-stalker, and, ultimately, friend
and confidant of the comedy legends. He also kept a detailed journal
of what he saw and heard, on set and off, throughout those six weeks.
The result is a unique eyewitness account that reveals the Pythons at
work and at play in a way that nothing else written about them could
do. Now, for the first time ever, the inside story of the making of
the film is revealed through the fly-on-the-castle-wall perspective.
Even the most diehard fans will get a fresh take on the comedy greats
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through some never-before-revealed nuggets of Python brilliance: what
John Cleese offered to exchange for suntan lotion; Terry Jones
directing in drag; Michael Palin's secret to playing revolutionaries
and peasants; Graham Chapman gets naked; Terry Gilliam gets filthy;
Eric Idle haggles; the secret of the Thespo-Squat; Mrs. Pilate; talk
of George Harrison; the cake-flinging that jeopardized the production;
badminton, impromptu cricket, and erotic frescoes; and the first-ever
presentation of "Always Look on the Bright Side of Life." Here,
uncensored, are the legendary Pythons in their prime. It was a period
of comedy history that will never be duplicated, and Monty Python's
Tunisian Holiday captures the wit, the genius, and the sheer silliness
of the six men that comprised Python.
Monty Python's the Life of Brian (of Nazareth)Methuen Pub Limited
Monty Python and Philosophy
A Sortabiography
Brand New Monty Python Paperbook
Monty Python's the Life of Brian (of Nazareth)
The Gospel According To Monty Python
All the References from Americans to Zulu Nation
Marking the fortieth anniversary of the comedy team, one of its members describes the wild
comedy tours the troupe made during the seventies, with original material from the surviving
Pythons recounting the inside scoop, plus a chronological oral history, material from their
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routines, and over one hundred full-color never-before-seen images and memorabilia. 50,000
first printing.
Monty Python’s Flying Circus was one of the most important and influential cultural
phenomena of the 1970s. The British program was followed by albums, stage appearances,
and several films, including Monty Python and the Holy Grail, Life of Brian, and Monty Python’s
The Meaning of Life. In all, the comic troupe drew on a variety of cultural references that
prominently figured in their sketches, and they tackled weighty matters that nonetheless
amused their audiences. In Nobody Expects the Spanish Inquisition:Cultural Contexts in Monty
Python, Tomasz Dobrogoszcz presents essays that explore the various touchstones in the
television show and subsequent films. These essays look at a variety of themes prompted by
the comic geniuses: Death The depiction of women Shakespearean influences British and
American cultural representations Reactions from foreign viewers This volume offers a
distinguished discussion of Monty Python’s oeuvre, exhibiting highly varied approaches from a
number of perspectives, including gender studies, post-structuralism, psychoanalysis, and
cultural studies. Featuring a foreword by Python alum Terry Jones, Nobody Expects the
Spanish Inquisition will appeal to anyone interested in cultural history and media studies, as
well as the general fans of Monty Python who want to know more about the impact of this
groundbreaking group.
This is the definitive, the official, the most lavish, the completely-different-to-anything-donebefore Pythons' autobiography, reissued to coincide with the eagerly-anticipated live shows.
Over forty years ago, a group of five Englishmen - and one wayward American - rewrote the
rules of comedy. MONTY PYTHON'S FLYING CIRCUS, an unheralded, previously unseen halfPage 20/22
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hour show of sketches, hilarities, inanities and animations, first appeared on the BBC late one
night in 1969. Its impact has been felt on the world ever since. From its humble beginnings, it
blossomed into the most influential movement in modern comedy. THE PYTHONS'
AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY THE PYTHONS is a unique look at arguably the most important comic
team of the modern age, with 64 pages of photographs, many culled from the team's own
personal collections, many more seen for the first time. This is the definitive word on all things
Pythonesque.
Join King Arthur, Sir Galahad, Sir Lancelot, and brave Sir Robin on their holy quest from 1974.
Nudge Nudge, Think Think!
Life and How to Survive It
Monty Python's Flying Circus: Complete and Annotated . . . All the Bits
Monty Python Speaks!
And Now for Something Completely Different
All the References from Assyrians to Zeffirelli
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “John Cleese’s memoir is just about everything
one would expect of its author—smart, thoughtful, provocative and above all
funny. . . . A picture, if you will, of the artist as a young man.”—The Washington
Post The legendary writer and performer of Monty Python and Fawlty Towers fame
takes readers on a grand tour of his ascent in the entertainment world John
Cleese’s huge comedic influence has stretched across generations; his sharp
irreverent eye and the unique brand of physical comedy he perfected now seem
written into comedy’s DNA. In this rollicking memoir, Cleese recalls his humble
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beginnings in a sleepy English town, his early comedic days at Cambridge
University (with future Python partner Graham Chapman), and the founding of the
landmark comedy troupe that would propel him to worldwide renown. Cleese was
just days away from graduating Cambridge and setting off on a law career when he
was visited by two BBC executives, who offered him a job writing comedy for radio.
That fateful moment—and a near-simultaneous offer to take his university humor
revue to London’s famed West End—propelled him down a different path, cutting
his teeth writing for stars like David Frost and Peter Sellers, and eventually joining
the five other Pythons to pioneer a new kind of comedy that prized invention,
silliness, and absurdity. Along the way, he found his first true love with the actress
Connie Booth and transformed himself from a reluctant performer to a world class
actor and back again. Twisting and turning through surprising stories and hilarious
digressions—with some brief pauses along the way that comprise a fascinating
primer on what’s funny and why—this story of a young man’s journey to the
pinnacle of comedy is a masterly performance by a master performer.
Just the Words
Monty Python's Tunisian Holiday
The Life of Python
(Monty Python's New Film)
Jesus and Brian
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