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The Koran A Very Short Introduction
This text explains the cultural and historical
background to the fascinating and complex world
of Egyptian myth, with each chapter dealing with
a particular theme.
The Koran has constituted a remarkably strong
core of identity and continuity for a religious
tradition that is now in its fifteenth century. This
Very Short Introduction explores the significance
of the Koran both in the modern world and in
traditional Muslim culture. Michael Cook provides
a lucid and direct account of the Koran as codex,
as scripture, as liturgy, and as the embodiment of
truth, and examines its means of formation and
dissemination. He also discusses issues of
interpretation for certain key verses,
demonstrating that fecundity of the text for
readers throughout the world. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
With over 140 million copies in print, and serving
as the principal proselytizing tool of one of the
world's fastest growing faiths, the Book of
Mormon is undoubtedly one of the most
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influential religious texts produced in the western
world. Written by Terryl Givens, a leading
authority on Mormonism, this compact volume
offers the only concise, accessible introduction to
this extraordinary work. Givens examines the
Book of Mormon first and foremost in terms of the
claims that its narrators make for its historical
genesis, its purpose as a sacred text, and its
meaning for an audience which shifts over the
course of the history it unfolds. The author traces
five governing themes in particular--revelation,
Christ, Zion, scripture, and covenant--and
analyzes the Book's central doctrines and
teachings. Some of these resonate with familiar
nineteenth-century religious preoccupations;
others consist of radical and unexpected takes on
topics from the fall of Man to Christ's mortal
ministries and the meaning of atonement. Givens
also provides samples of a cast of characters that
number in the hundreds, and analyzes
representative passages from a work that
encompasses tragedy, poetry, sermons, visions,
family histories and military chronicles. Finally,
this introduction surveys the contested origins
and production of a work held by millions to be
scripture, and reviews the scholarly debates that
address questions of the record's historicity. Here
then is an accessible guide to what is, by any
measure, an indispensable key to understanding
Mormonism. But it is also an introduction to a
compelling and complex text that is too often
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overshadowed by the controversies that surround
it. About the Series: Combining authority with wit,
accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions
offer an introduction to some of life's most
interesting topics. Written by experts for the
newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central
problems and issues in hundreds of key topics,
from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to
Islam.
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD FINALIST • Hailed by The Washington
Post as “mandatory reading,” and praised by
Fareed Zakaria as “intelligent, compassionate,
and revealing,” a powerful journey to help bridge
one of the greatest divides shaping our world
today. If the Oceans Were Ink is Carla Power's eyeopening story of how she and her longtime friend
Sheikh Mohammad Akram Nadwi found a way to
confront ugly stereotypes and persistent
misperceptions that were cleaving their
communities. Their friendship-between a secular
American and a madrasa-trained sheikh-had
always seemed unlikely, but now they were
frustrated and bewildered by the battles being
fought in their names. Both knew that a close look
at the Quran would reveal a faith that preached
peace and not mass murder; respect for women
and not oppression. And so they embarked on a
yearlong journey through the controversial text. A
journalist who grew up in the Midwest and the
Page 3/31

Download Free The Koran A Very Short
Introduction
Middle East, Power offers her unique vantage
point on the Quran's most provocative verses as
she debates with Akram at cafes, family
gatherings, and packed lecture halls,
conversations filled with both good humor and
powerful insights. Their story takes them to
madrasas in India and pilgrimage sites in Mecca,
as they encounter politicians and jihadis, feminist
activists and conservative scholars. Armed with a
new understanding of each other's worldviews,
Power and Akram offer eye-opening perspectives,
destroy long-held myths, and reveal startling
connections between worlds that have seemed
hopelessly divided for far too long. Praise for If
the Oceans Were Ink “A vibrant tale of a
friendship.... If the Oceans Were Ink is a welcome
and nuanced look at Islam [and] goes a long way
toward combating the dehumanizing stereotypes
of Muslims that are all too common.... If the
Oceans Were Ink should be mandatory reading for
the 52 percent of Americans who admit to not
knowing enough about Muslims.”—The
Washington Post “For all those who wonder what
Islam says about war and peace, men and
women, Jews and gentiles, this is the book to
read. It is a conversation among well-meaning
friends—intelligent, compassionate, and
revealing—the kind that needs to be taking place
around the world.”—Fareed Zakaria, author of
The Post-American World “Carla Power’s intimate
portrait of the Quran, told with nuance and great
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elegance, captures the extraordinary, living
debate over the Muslim holy book’s very essence.
A spirited, compelling read.”—Azadeh Moaveni,
author of Lipstick Jihad “Unique, masterful, and
deeply engaging. Carla Power takes the reader on
an extraordinary journey in interfaith
understanding as she debates and discovers the
Quran’s message, meaning, and values on peace
and violence, gender and veiling, religious
pluralism and tolerance.”—John L. Esposito,
University Professor and Professor of Islamic
Studies, Georgetown University, and author of
The Future of Islam “A thoughtful, provocative,
intelligent book.”—Diana Abu-Jaber, author of
Birds Of Paradise and The Language of Baklava
Intended for those interested in the African
continent and the diversity of human history, this
work looks at Africa's past and reflects on the
changing ways it has been imagined and
represented. It illustrates key themes in modern
thinking about Africa's history with a range of
historical examples.
Qur'an in Conversation
The Amazing Qur'an
The Bible: A Very Short Introduction
A Philosophy of Islam
African History: A Very Short Introduction
Learn about the history and traditions of
the Islamic faith in The Islam Book. Part
of the fascinating Big Ideas series, this
book tackles tricky topics and themes in a
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simple and easy to follow format. Learn
about Islam in this overview guide to the
subject, brilliant for novices looking to
find out more and experts wishing to
refresh their knowledge alike! The Islam
Book brings a fresh and vibrant take on
the topic through eye-catching graphics
and diagrams to immerse yourself in. This
captivating book will broaden your
understanding of Islam, with: - Images of
Islamic art, architecture, calligraphy,
and historical artifacts - Packed with
facts, charts, timelines and graphs to
help explain core concepts - A visual
approach to big subjects with striking
illustrations and graphics throughout Straightforward text makes topics
accessible for people at any level of
understanding The Islam Book is a
comprehensive guide essential to
understanding the world's fastest-growing
religion - aimed at self-educators after a
trustworthy account and religious studies
students wanting to gain an overview. Here
you'll find clear factual writing offering
insight into terms like Sharia law, the
Caliphate, and jihad; Sunni and Shia
divisions; and Sufi poetry and music. Your
Islam Questions, Simply Explained This
essential guide to Islam covers every
aspect of the Muslim faith and its history
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- from the life of the Prophet Muhammad
and the teachings of the Koran to Islam in
the 21st century. If you thought it was
difficult to learn about one of the
world's major religions, The Islam Book
presents key information in an easy to
follow layout. Find out about modern
issues such as fundamentalism, the work of
peaceful traditionalists, modernizers, and
women's rights campaigners, as well as the
central tenets of Islam, such as prayer,
fasting, and pilgrimage. The Big Ideas
Series With millions of copies sold
worldwide, The Islam Book is part of the
award-winning Big Ideas series from DK.
The series uses striking graphics along
with engaging writing, making big topics
easy to understand.
Islam features widely in the news, often
in its most militant forms, but few people
in the non-Muslim world really understand
its nature. Malise Ruthven's Very Short
Introduction, offers essential insights
into the big issues, provides fresh
perspectives on contemporary questions,
and guides us through the complex debates.
Very Short Introductions: Brilliant,
Sharp, Inspiring The Bible is one of the
world's most read and most influential
books. It has provided many rules for
people to live by, and has shaped our
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language and our shared beliefs in ways
that have both drawn communities together
and fueled bitter disputes and conflicts.
Having played a major role in the
development of Western culture, the Bible
continues to exert an enormous influence
over millions of lives. This Very Short
Introduction explores the material,
cultural, and religious history of the
Bible. Looking first at how the books of
the Bible came to be written down and
collected as authoritative sacred texts,
John Riches goes on to show how they were
produced and distributed across the world,
and how they have been read and
interpreted by differing communities in
different languages. Riches compares how
Jewish and Christian communities have
interpreted the same passage of the Bible,
and looks at some of the strikingly varied
readings a very short book like Galatians
has received over 2,000 years. Finally, he
explores post-colonial and feminist
readings of the Bible, and concludes by
surveying the uses of the Bible in art,
music, poetry, and politics. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in
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a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Describes the life of the Arabian prophet,
discusses his teachings and beliefs, and
assesses his influence on the world
"I have to be honest with you. Islam is on
very thin ice with me....Through our
screaming self-pity and our conspicuous
silences, we Muslims are conspiring
against ourselves. We're in crisis and
we're dragging the rest of the world with
us. If ever there was a moment for an
Islamic reformation, it's now. For the
love of God, what are we doing about it?"
In blunt, provocative, and deeply personal
terms, Irshad Manji unearths the troubling
cornerstones of mainstream Islam today:
tribal insularity, deep-seated antiSemitism, and an uncritical acceptance of
the Koran as the final, and therefore
superior, manifesto of God. In this open
letter to Muslims and non-Muslims alike,
Manji asks arresting questions. "Who is
the real colonizer of Muslims - America or
Arabia? Why are we all being held hostage
by what's happening between the
Palestinians and the Israelis? Why are we
squandering the talents of women, fully
half of God's creation? What's our excuse
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for reading the Koran literally when it's
so contradictory and ambiguous? Is that a
heart attack you're having? Make it fast.
Because if more of us don't speak out
against the imperialists within Islam,
these guys will walk away with the show."
Manji offers a practical vision of how the
United States and its allies can help
Muslims undertake a reformation that
empowers women, promotes respect for
religious minorities, and fosters a
competition of ideas. Her vision revives
Islam's lost tradition of independent
thinking. This book will inspire
struggling Muslims worldwide to revisit
the foundations of their faith. It will
also compel non-Muslims to start posing
the important questions without fear of
being deemed "racists." In more ways than
one, The Trouble with Islam is a clarion
call for a fatwa-free future.
Understand The Origins And Influence Of
The Muslim Holy Book And The Teachings Of
Allah
Global Islam: A Very Short Introduction
The Quran and the Secular Mind
A Brief Illustrated Guide to Understanding
Islam
Big Ideas Simply Explained
What the Qur'an Meant
Calling the Qur'an amazing is not something done only by
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Muslims, who have an appreciation for the book and who are
pleased with it; it has been labelled amazing by non-Muslims
as well. In fact, even people who hate Islam very much have
still called it amazing.This book is one of the many Islamic
publications distributed by Ahlulbayt Organization
throughout the world in different languages with the aim of
conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world.
Ahlulbayt Organization (www.shia.es) is a registered
Organization that operates and is sustained through
collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries around
the world, and it welcomes your involvement and support. Its
objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to spread the
truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School
of Thought in particular due to the latter being
misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted
by many ignorant folks, Muslims and non-Muslims.
Organization's purpose is to facilitate the dissemination of
knowledge through a global medium, the Internet, to locations
where such resources are not commonly or easily accessible or
are resented, resisted and fought! In addition, For a complete
list of our published books please refer to our website
(www.shia.es) or send us an email to info@shia.es
Throughout its history the Koran has presented problems of
interpretation. Some scholars estimate that at least a quarter
of the text is obscure in meaning, not only for Western
translators but even native Arabic speakers, who struggle with
the archaic vocabulary that is no longer used in modern
Arabic. In this in-depth study of the language of the Koran,
scholar Christoph Luxenberg dispels much of the mystery
surrounding numerous hitherto unclear passages. The key, as
Luxenberg shows exhaustively, is to understand that
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Aramaic--the language of most Middle Eastern Jews and
Christians of the pre-Islamic era--had a pervasive influence
on the development of the Arabic text of the Koran. For a
thousand years preceding the advent of Islam, Aramaic (or
Syriac as it was sometimes called) was the lingua franca of
many parts of the Near East. It was the native language of
the first Christian evangelists and the main liturgical
language of the early Christian churches from Syria to Iran.
Based on this historical context and a profound knowledge of
Semitic languages, Luxenberg clarifies many thorny textual
puzzles. Perhaps his most interesting argument is that the
passage often translated as referring to the "virgins" that are
believed to greet the departed faithful in paradise was long
ago misunderstood. In fact, knowledge of ancient Christian
hymns in Aramaic suggests that the word in question refers to
"grapes" that the departed will enjoy in a paradisiacal
garden. Luxenberg discusses many other similar fascinating
instances where Aramaic vocabulary and concepts influenced
the text of the Koran This highly erudite work makes a
significant contribution to the study of the Koran and the
history of Islamic origins.
A “timely and provocative” biography of Islam’s
foundational text: “The history of the book is a map of the
world we live in today” (Tribune-Review). Few books in
history have been as poorly understood as the Qur’an. Sent
down in a series of revelations to the Prophet Muhammad,
the Qur’an is the unmediated word of Allah: a ritual,
political, and legal authority; an ethical and spiritual guide;
and a literary masterpiece that inspires devotion, passion,
fear, and sometimes incomprehension. In The Qur’an,
historian and Islamic Studies professor Bruce Lawrence
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shows precisely how the Qur’an is the embodiment of Islam.
He describes the origins of the faith in seventh-century
Arabia and explains why the Qur’an is memorized and recited
by devout Muslims. Lawrence also discusses the Qur’an’s
commentators and doubters and assesses its tremendous
influence on today’s societies and politics. Above all,
Lawrence emphasizes that the Qur’an is a sacred book of
signs that cannot be reduced to a single, obvious message. It is
a book that demands interpretation and one that can be
properly understood only through its long and storied history.
“An important work for those seeking to understand—and
defend—Islam.” —Kirkus Reviews
The author of The Caged Virgin recounts the story of her
life, from her traditional Muslim childhood in Somalia and
escape from a forced marriage to her efforts to promote
women's rights while surviving numerous threats to her
safety. Reprint. 100,000 first printing.
Does history matter? This book argues not that history
matters, but that Islamic history does. This Very Short
Introduction introduces the story of Islamic history; the
controversies surrounding its study; and the significance that
it holds - for Muslims and for non-Muslims alike. Opening
with a lucid overview of the rise and spread of Islam, from
the seventh to twenty first century, the book charts the
evolution of what was originally a small, localised community
of believers into an international religion with over a billion
adherents. Chapters are also dedicated to the peoples - Arabs,
Persians, and Turks - who shaped Islamic history, and to
three representative institutions - the mosque, jihad, and the
caliphate - that highlight Islam's diversity over time. Finally,
the roles that Islamic history has played in both religious and
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political contexts are analysed, while stressing the unique
status that history enjoys amongst Muslims, especially
compared to its lowly place in Western societies where history
is often seen as little more than something that is not to be
repeated. Some of the questions that will be answered are: ·
How did Islam arise from the obscurity of seventh century
Arabia to the headlines of twenty first century media? · How
do we know what we claim to know about Islam's rise and
development? · Why does any of this matter, either to
Muslims or to non-Muslims? ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
A Brief History of the Human Race
The Book of Mormon: A Very Short Introduction
A Contribution to the Decoding of the Language of the
Koran
The Importance of Being Islamic
Forbidding Wrong in Islam
A Very Short Introduction
The words, phrases, and stories of the New
Testament permeate the English language. Indeed,
this relatively small group of twenty-seven works,
written during the height of the Roman Empire, not
only helped create and sustain a vast world
religion, but also have been integral to the larger
cultural dynamics of the West, above and beyond
particular religious expressions. Looking at the
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New Testament through the lens of literary study,
Kyle Keefer offers an engrossing exploration of
this revered religious text as a work of literature,
but also keeps in focus its theological ramifications.
Unique among books that examine the Bible as
literature, this brilliantly compact introduction
offers an intriguing double-edged look at this
universal text--a religiously informed literary
analysis. The book first explores the major
sections of the New Testament--the gospels,
Paul's letters, and Revelation--as individual literary
documents. Keefer shows how, in such familiar
stories as the parable of the Good Samaritan, a
literary analysis can uncover an unexpected
complexity to what seems a simple,
straightforward tale. At the conclusion of the book,
Keefer steps back and asks questions about the
New Testament as a whole. He reveals that
whether read as a single document or as a
collection of works, the New Testament presents
readers with a wide variety of forms and
viewpoints, and a literary exploration helps bring
this richness to light. A fascinating investigation of
the New Testament as a classic literary work, this
Very Short Introduction uses a literary
framework--plot, character, narrative arc,
genre--to illuminate the language, structure, and
the crafting of this venerable text. About the
Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility,
and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting
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topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they
demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking
about the central problems and issues in hundreds
of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum
theory to Islam.
This volume rejects the notion that Islam's sacred
text is error free and cannot be critically evaluated.
The study of the Koran must develop and mature.
Scholars of Islam are of course familiar with the
book's many errors and contradictions, but these
inherent flaws have rarely been revealed to a
wider public. The Origins of the Koran is an
attempt to remedy this deficiency by bringing
together classic critical essays which raise key
issues surrounding Islam's holy book.Divided into
four parts, this important anthology begins with
Theodor N ldeke's first truly scientific study of
the Koran. Part Two focuses on the difficulty of
establishing a reliable Koranic text, while Part
Three examines the Jewish, Christian, and
Zoroastrian sources of Muhammad's revelation.
Part Four is a consideration of the controversial
interpretations of contemporary scholar John
Wansbrough, who questions the historical
reliability of the earliest Islamic sources.This
superb collection, which includes additional
selections from Leone Caetani, Arthur Jeffery,
David Margoliouth, Andrew Rippin, C.C. Torrey,
and more, will prove indispensable to scholars and
all those interested in the textual underpinning of
one of the fastest growing religions in the
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world.Ibn Warraq is the highly acclaimed author of
Why I Am Not a Muslim and Defending the West.
He is also the editor of The Origins of the Koran,
What the Koran Really Says, Leaving Islam, The
Quest for the Historical Muhammad, and Which
Koran'.
The explosion of a jetliner over India triggers an
Apocalyptic battle that sweeps across the
subcontinent. Reprint.
Throughout history, humanity has borne witness to
the political and moral challenges that arise when
people place national identity above allegiance to
geo-political states or international communities.
This book discusses the concept of nations and
nationalism from social, philosophical, geological,
theological and anthropological perspectives. It
examines the subject through conflicts past and
present, including recent conflicts in the Balkans
and the Middle East, rather than exclusively
focusing on theory. Above all, this fascinating and
comprehensive work clearly shows how feelings of
nationalism are an inescapable part of being human.
This book connects traditional religions to the
thriving religious activity in Africa today.
A Biography
The Islam Book
Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction
Understanding the Koran
Infidel
A Novel
What You Should Know about Islam’s Holy Book How
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is it like the Bible? How is it different? Why is it
important? Muslims believe the Koran exists as a
literal book in heaven and was dictated to the prophet
Muhammad by the angel Gabriel. It is only the length
of the New Testament, yet a fifth of the world claims
it is the complete revelation of God. To most
Americans, though, the Koran remains a mystery. Did
you know that the Koran teaches the virgin birth and
miracle-filled, prophetic ministry of Jesus? Claims to
fully embrace his teachings? Reveres Abraham,
Moses, Jonah, and other biblical prophets? Find out
how the Koran resembles the Bible—and the drastic
ways in which it differs. Understanding the Koran
gives you a fascinating essential grasp of Islam’s holy
book: where it came from, what it teaches, how
Muslims view it, and how the Allah of the Koran
compares with the God of the Bible. Cherished as the
final, perfect revelation of God’s will by 1.2 billion
Muslims worldwide, the Koran has become a part of
American life. Today, those who read and memorize it
may work in your town, shop where you shop, or send
their children to the same school your kids attend.
What do you know about the holy book that shapes
the lives and eternal destinies of your neighbors and a
fifth of the world’s population? While some similarities
exist between the Koran and the Bible, the differences
are striking. Written by a pastor who was born to a
Muslim father and raised in Saudi Arabia,
Understanding the Koran gives you a fascinating,
easy-to-understand overview that will show you:
•Why the background behind the Koran is important
•How the Koran came into existence •A summary of
the main teachings of the Koran, including what it
says about Jesus and the crucifixion •Similarities and
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differences between Muslim and Christian views of
God •What the Koran teaches about Jihad and holy
war •What the Koran teaches about heaven and hell
More than furnishing you with an essential grasp of
Islam’s holy book, Understanding the Koran points
you to the one thing that can draw your Muslim
friends to Jesus—his love, demonstrated to them
through you. Discussion questions enable you to use
this book in group studies
In this Very Short Introduction Peter M. Higgins
presents an overview of the number types featured in
modern science and mathematics. Providing a nontechnical account, he explores the evolution of the
modern number system, examines the fascinating
role of primes, and explains their role in
contemporary cryptography.
This book presents the first comprehensive survey of
the multiple versions of Islam propagated across
geographical, political, and cultural boundaries during
the era of modern globalization. Showing how Islam
was transformed through these globalizing transfers,
it traces the origins, expansion and increasing
diversification of Global Islam - from individual
activists to organizations and then states - over the
past 150 years. Historian Nile Green surveys not only
the familiar venues of Islam in the Middle East and
the West, but also Asia and Africa, explaining the
doctrines of a wide variety of political and nonpolitical versions of Islam across the spectrum from
Salafism to Sufism. This Very Short Introduction will
help readers to recognize and compare the various
organizations competing to claim the authenticity and
authority of representing the one true Islam.
Examines the many ways that the sacred book of
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Islam is interpreted, tackling such key issues of
Muslim theology as good versus evil, the nature of
God, and the future of the religion.
"Michael Cook's massive study in Islamic ethics,
Commanding Right and Forbidding Wrong in Islamic
Thought, was published to much acclaim in 2001. It
was described by one reviewer as a masterpiece. In
that book, the author reflected on the Islamic
injunction, incumbent on every Muslim, to forbid
wrongdoing. The present book is a short, accessible
survey of the same material. Using anecdotes and
stories from Islamic sources to illustrate the
argument, Cook unravels the complexities of the
subject. Moving backwards and forwards through
time, he demonstrates how the past informs the
present. By the end, the reader will be familiar with a
colourful array of characters from Islamic history
ranging from the celebrated thinker Ghazzali, to the
caliph Harun al-Rashid, to the Ayatollah Khumayni.
The book educates and entertains - at its heart,
however, is an important message about the Islamic
tradition, its values, and the relevance of those values
today".--p. [1]
The Koran: A Very Short Introduction
Nazis, the CIA, and the Rise of the Muslim
Brotherhood in the West
It's All About Muhammad
Numbers: A Very Short Introduction
African Religions
The Qur'an

Drawing on traditional Muslim sources, Michael Cook
describes Muhammad's life and teaching. He also
attempts to stand back from this traditional picture to
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show how far it is historically justified.
With the current turmoil in the Middle East, there is a
growing interest about Islam—the world’s second largest
religion and one of the fastest growing—and its holy book,
the Koran (or Qur’an). Now, with this easy-to-follow,
plain-English guide, you can explore the history,
structure, and basic tenets of Islam’s sacred scripture.
The Koran For Dummies is for non-Muslims interested in
the Koran as well as Muslims looking to deepen their
understanding. Islamic scholar Sohaib Sultan provides a
clear road map, revealing: The meaning of Koran and its
basic message The Koran’s place in history and in
Islamic spiritual life Explanations of its language,
structure, and narrative style How to live by the Koran’s
teachings The Koran’s role in key global issues, such as
Jihad vs. terrorism Different interpretations of the Koran
No other book provides such a straightforward look at
what the Koran says, how it says it, and how believers live
according to its guidance. From how the Koran was
received by Mohammed and how it was compiled to how
it’s interpreted by Islam’s two main branches, you’ll see
how to put the Islamic faith in perspective. Plus, you’ll
discover: What the Koran really says about women and
civil law How Islam relates to Judaism and Christianity
The Koran’s view of God, prophets, mankind, and the self
How its teachings are lived and recited every day by
devout Muslims Common misconceptions of the Koran
How to raise a family the Koranic way Complete with lists
of important passages, Koranic terminology, famous
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quotes, and further reading resources, The Koran For
Dummies makes it easy and enjoyable for you to grasp the
teachings and significance of Islam's holy book.
"Recent events have caused tremendous interest in the
Muslim religion, yet very few people understand its
important tenets, as outlined in its holy book, the Koran.
The Everything Koran Book, written by Duaa Anwar-an
Egyptian Muslim raised in the United Arab Emirates-is
your essential reference to understanding the principle
teachings of Allah, as revealed in the 114 chapters of the
Koran. Offering a wealth of information on the history
and significance of this holy book--as well as important
translations and interpretations of key passages--The
Everything Koran Book helps you discover the
fundamental truths behind this 1,400-year-old religion.
Readers learn to: Comprehend the true teachings of the
Muslim faith Discern truth from fiction Interpret Muslim
symbols Know how Muslims celebrate holy days
Understand Muslim law and social practices Grasp the
Koran's teachings on the hereafter The Everything Koran
Book is your one-stop resource for understanding and
appreciating this sacred text of the Muslim faith.
This book is concerned with the rationality and
plausibility of the Muslim faith and the Qur'an, and in
particular how they can be interrogated and understood
through Western analytical philosophy. It also explores
how Islam can successfully engage with the challenges
posed by secular thinking. The Quran and the Secular
Mind will be of interest to students and scholars of
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Islamic philosophy, philosophy of religion, Middle East
studies, and political Islam.
The Koran: A Very Short IntroductionOUP Oxford
Nationalism: A Very Short Introduction
The Everything Koran Book
A Mosque in Munich
Islam: A Very Short Introduction
What Is Islam?
An Unlikely Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the
Quran

A concise history of the last few
millennia of humankind discusses such
topics as the Mesoamerican calendars,
cultural expression, the seemingly
disproportionate role of the West in
shaping the modern world, the increase in
global unification, and the contingencies
that have governed broad historical
change. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
It's All About Muhammad, A Biography of
the World's Most Notorious Prophet, is a
comprehensive biography of the man who
created a religion that he called Islam.
It gives a no-holds-barred account of the
atrocities he committed in spreading his
religion. The book contains 25
illustrations, half of them depicting
these atrocities.
In this original and illuminating book,
Denise A. Spellberg reveals a little-known
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but crucial dimension of the story of
American religious freedom—a drama in
which Islam played a surprising role. In
1765, eleven years before composing the
Declaration of Independence, Thomas
Jefferson bought a Qur’an. This marked
only the beginning of his lifelong
interest in Islam, and he would go on to
acquire numerous books on Middle Eastern
languages, history, and travel, taking
extensive notes on Islam as it relates to
English common law. Jefferson sought to
understand Islam notwithstanding his
personal disdain for the faith, a
sentiment prevalent among his Protestant
contemporaries in England and America. But
unlike most of them, by 1776 Jefferson
could imagine Muslims as future citizens
of his new country. Based on
groundbreaking research, Spellberg
compellingly recounts how a handful of the
Founders, Jefferson foremost among them,
drew upon Enlightenment ideas about the
toleration of Muslims (then deemed the
ultimate outsiders in Western society) to
fashion out of what had been a purely
speculative debate a practical foundation
for governance in America. In this way,
Muslims, who were not even known to exist
in the colonies, became the imaginary
outer limit for an unprecedented, uniquely
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American religious pluralism that would
also encompass the actual despised
minorities of Jews and Catholics. The
rancorous public dispute concerning the
inclusion of Muslims, for which principle
Jefferson’s political foes would vilify
him to the end of his life, thus became
decisive in the Founders’ ultimate
judgment not to establish a Protestant
nation, as they might well have done. As
popular suspicions about Islam persist and
the numbers of American Muslim citizenry
grow into the millions, Spellberg’s
revelatory understanding of this radical
notion of the Founders is more urgent than
ever. Thomas Jefferson’s Qur’an is a
timely look at the ideals that existed at
our country’s creation, and their
fundamental implications for our present
and future.
This Very Short Introduction explores the
significance of the Koran both in the
modern world and in traditional Muslim
culture. Michael Cook provides a lucid and
direct account of the Koran as codex, as
scripture, as liturgy, and as the
embodiment of truth, and examines its
means of formation and dissemination. He
also discusses issues of interpretation
for certain key verses, demonstrating that
fecundity of the text for readers
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throughout the world.
Islamic law is one of the major legal
systems in the world today, yet it is
often misunderstood, particularly in the
West. This book provides a critical
overview of the theory, scope, and
practice of Islamic law, taking into
account both classical and modern
scholarly perspectives in examining the
various facets of this key legal system.
Egyptian Myth: A Very Short Introduction
If the Oceans Were Ink
Islamic Law
Muhammad
The Satanic Verses
The Origins of the Koran
Having spent centuries in the shadows of its neighbours China
and Japan, Korea is now the object of considerable interest for
radically different reasons-- the South as an economic success
story and for its vibrant popular culture; the North as the
home to one of the world's most repressive regimes, at once
both bizarre and menacing. This Very Short Introduction
explores the history, culture, and society of a deeply divided
region. Michael Seth considers what it means to be Korean,
and analyses how the various peoples of the Korean peninsula
became one of the world's most homogeneous nations, before
exploring how this nation evolved, in a single lifetime, into
today's sharply contrasting societies. He also discusses how
Korea fits into the larger narrative of both East Asian and
world history, economically, politically, and socially. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
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Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
In the history of philosophy, few topics are so relevant to
today's cultural and political landscape as philosophy in the
Islamic world. Yet, this remains one of the lesser-known
philosophical traditions. In this Very Short Introduction, Peter
Adamson explores the history of philosophy among Muslims,
Jews, and Christians living in Islamic lands, from its historical
background to thinkers in the twentieth century. Introducing
the main philosophical themes of the Islamic world, Adamson
integrates ideas from the Islamic and Abrahamic faiths to
consider the broad philosophical questions that continue to
invite debate: What is the relationship between reason and
religious belief? What is the possibility of proving God's
existence? What is the nature of knowledge? Drawing on the
most recent research in the field, this book challenges the
assumption of the cultural decline of philosophy and science in
the Islamic world by demonstrating its rich heritage and
overlap with other faiths and philosophies.
In the wake of the news that the 9/11 hijackers had lived in
Europe, journalist Ian Johnson wondered how such a radical
group could sink roots into Western soil. Most accounts
reached back twenty years, to U.S. support of Islamist fighters
in Afghanistan. But Johnson dug deeper, to the start of the
Cold War, uncovering the untold story of a group of ex-Soviet
Muslims who had defected to Germany during World War II.
There, they had been fashioned into a well-oiled anti-Soviet
propaganda machine. As that war ended and the Cold War
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began, West German and U.S. intelligence agents vied for
control of this influential group, and at the center of the covert
tug of war was a quiet mosque in Munich—radical Islam’s
first beachhead in the West. Culled from an array of sources,
including newly declassified documents, A Mosque in Munich
interweaves the stories of several key players: a Nazi scholar
turned postwar spymaster; key Muslim leaders across the
globe, including members of the Muslim Brotherhood; and
na ve CIA men eager to fight communism with a new
weapon, Islam. A rare ground-level look at Cold War spying
and a revelatory account of the West’s first, disastrous
encounter with radical Islam, A Mosque in Munich is as
captivating as it is crucial to our understanding the mistakes we
are still making in our relationship with Islamists today
America’s leading religious scholar and public intellectual
introduces lay readers to the Qur’an with a measured,
powerful reading of the ancient text Garry Wills has spent a
lifetime thinking and writing about Christianity. In What the
Qur’an Meant, Wills invites readers to join him as he
embarks on a timely and necessary reconsideration of the
Qur’an, leading us through perplexing passages with insight
and erudition. What does the Qur’an actually say about
veiling women? Does it justify religious war? There was a time
when ordinary Americans did not have to know much about
Islam. That is no longer the case. We blundered into the
longest war in our history without knowing basic facts about
the Islamic civilization with which we were dealing. We are
constantly fed false information about Islam—claims that it is
essentially a religion of violence, that its sacred book is a
handbook for terrorists. There is no way to assess these claims
unless we have at least some knowledge of the Qur’an. In
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this book Wills, as a non-Muslim with an open mind, reads the
Qur’an with sympathy but with rigor, trying to discover why
other non-Muslims—such as Pope Francis—find it an
inspiring book, worthy to guide people down through the
centuries. There are many traditions that add to and distort
and blunt the actual words of the text. What Wills does
resembles the work of art restorers who clean away
accumulated layers of dust to find the original meaning. He
compares the Qur’an with other sacred books, the Old
Testament and the New Testament, to show many parallels
between them. There are also parallel difficulties of
interpretation, which call for patient exploration—and which
offer some thrills of discovery. What the Qur’an Meant is the
opening of a conversation on one of the world’s most
practiced religions.
The book provides information on the evidence for the truth of
Islam, some benefits of Islam, and general information on
Islam.
Classic Essays on Islam's Holy Book
Islam and the Founders
An Introduction
A Muslim's Call for Reform in Her Faith
A Biography of the World's Most Notorious Prophet
Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an
What is Islam? How do we grasp a human and
historical phenomenon characterized by
such variety and contradiction? What is
"Islamic" about Islamic philosophy or
Islamic art? Should we speak of Islam or
of islams? Should we distinguish the
Islamic (the religious) from the
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Islamicate (the cultural)? Or should we
abandon "Islamic" altogether as an
analytical term? In What Is Islam?, Shahab
Ahmed presents a bold new
conceptualization of Islam that challenges
dominant understandings grounded in the
categories of "religion" and "culture" or
those that privilege law and scripture. He
argues that these modes of thinking
obstruct us from understanding Islam,
distorting it, diminishing it, and
rendering it incoherent. What Is Islam?
formulates a new conceptual language for
analyzing Islam. It presents a new
paradigm of how Muslims have historically
understood divine revelation—one that
enables us to understand how and why
Muslims through history have embraced
values such as exploration, ambiguity,
aestheticization, polyvalence, and
relativism, as well as practices such as
figural art, music, and even wine drinking
as Islamic. It also puts forward a new
understanding of the historical
constitution of Islamic law and its
relationship to philosophical ethics and
political theory. A book that is certain
to provoke debate and significantly alter
our understanding of Islam, What Is Islam?
reveals how Muslims have historically
conceived of and lived with Islam as norms
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and truths that are at once contradictory
yet coherent.
A Quick Christian Guide to the Muslim Holy
Book
Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction
The Syro-Aramaic Reading of the Koran
And Why It Matters
Philosophy in the Islamic World: A Very
Short Introduction
Korea: a Very Short Introduction
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