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Drawing on a lifetime of research, John Romer chronicles the
history of Ancient Egypt from the building of the Great Pyramid
through the rise and fall of the Middle Kingdom: a peak of
Pharaonic culture and the period when writing first flourished.
Through extensive research over many decades of work,
reveals how the grand narratives of 19th and 20th century
Egyptologists have misled us by portraying a culture of cruel
monarchs and chronic war. Instead, based in part on
discoveries of the past two decades, this extraordinary
account shows what we can really learn from the remaining
architecture, objects, and writing: a history based on physical
reality.
This is an account of the rise and fall of the civilization in the
Nile Valley, covering the first human settlement (c 120,000 BC)
to its conquest by Alexander the Great in 333 BC. This is the
first history of ancient Egypt for 25 years Brings together the
very latest textual and archaeological evidence The index,
bibliography and appendices make this an invaluable reference
tool New guide to further reading in English especially
commissioned for the paperback edition
Ancient Egypt: The Basics offers an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the history, archaeology and
influence of this fascinating civilization. Coverage includes: A
survey of Egyptian history from its earliest origins to the
coming of Islam Life and death in ancient Egypt Key
archaeological discoveries and important characters Egypt’s
impact and reception through to the modern day Lively and
engaging, this is an indispensable resource for anyone
beginning their studies of Egyptian history, culture and
archaeology, and a must-read for anyone who wants to learn
more about the country’s long and captivating past.
The first volume of a history of the earliest days of ancient
Egypt challenges popular archaeological understandings to
chronicle the ancient world's first agricultural practices
through the construction of the pyramids.
Akhenaten and Amarna
Its Culture and History
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A Social History
A Spotlight on the History of Ancient Egyptian Medicine
History, Fantasy and Ancient Egypt
The pharaoh Akhenaten, who ruled Egypt in the mid-fourteenth century BCE, has been the
subject of more speculation than any other character in Egyptian history. This provocative new
biography examines both the real Akhenaten and the myths that have been created around him.
It scrutinises the history of the pharaoh and his reign, which has been continually written in
Eurocentric terms inapplicable to ancient Egypt, and the archaeology of Akhenaten's capital city,
Amarna. It goes on to explore the pharaoh's extraordinary cultural afterlife, and the way he has
been invoked to validate everything from psychoanalysis to racial equality to Fascism.
The Egyptian civilization, which flourished along the banks of the Nile for about 3000 years,
was one of the most extraordinary and enduring of the ancient world. Even today, after two
thousand years since its setting, it continues to exert considerable charm. The Egyptians left
many traces of their culture, thanks to the climate dry desert that has preserved over the
centuries. The Sphinx and many pyramids, mummies, funerary masks, funerary decorations, the
papyri, have thus been preserved from destruction, the common fate of many ancient remains.
Egypt is in fact also known as the "gift of the Nile", because the flooding of the river deposited
on the fields a layer of fertile silt, vital for the growth of crops. Already in prehistoric times, the
first settlers learned to sow and plant their crops in the fields still covered by mud after the
waters had receded. I collected, almost always abundant, they allowed that civilization to thrive
and achieve a brilliance never known before. The ancient Egyptians called the fertile valley of
the Nile kemet, "black earth", and themselves remet-en-kemet, "the people of the black earth",
while the desert surrounding the town was said deshret, "red earth."
The Oxford History of Ancient EgyptOUP Oxford
*Includes pictures *Includes Ancient Egyptian accounts of the era *Includes online resources
and a bibliography for further reading Africa may have given rise to the first human beings, and
Egypt probably gave rise to the first great civilizations, which continue to fascinate modern
societies across the globe nearly 5,000 years later. From the Library and Lighthouse of
Alexandria to the Great Pyramid at Giza, the Ancient Egyptians produced several wonders of the
world, revolutionized architecture and construction, created some of the world's first systems of
mathematics and medicine, and established language and art that spread across the known world.
With world-famous leaders like King Tut and Cleopatra, it's no wonder that today's world has so
many Egyptologists. What makes the accomplishments of the Ancient Egyptians all the more
remarkable is that Egypt was historically a place of great political turbulence. Its position made
it both valuable and vulnerable to tribes across the Mediterranean and the Middle East, and
Ancient Egypt had no shortage of its own internecine warfare. Its most famous conquerors
would come from Europe, with Alexander the Great laying the groundwork for the Hellenic
Ptolemy line and the Romans extinguishing that line after defeating Cleopatra and driving her to
suicide. Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of ancient Egyptian civilization was its inception
from the ground up, as the ancient Egyptians had no prior civilization which they could use as a
template. In fact, ancient Egypt itself became a template for the civilizations that followed. The
Greeks and the Romans were so impressed with Egyptian culture that they often attributed many
attributes of their own culture - usually erroneously - to the Egyptians. With that said, some
minor elements of ancient Egyptian culture were, indeed, passed on to later civilizations.
Egyptian statuary appears to have had an initial influence on the Greek version, and the ancient
Egyptian language continued long after the pharaonic period in the form of the Coptic language.
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passed their
civilization directly on to later peoples, the
key elements that comprised Egyptian civilization - their religion, early ideas of state, and art
and architecture - can be seen in other pre-modern civilizations. For instance, civilizations far
separated in time and space - such as China and Mesoamerica - possessed key elements that
were similar to those found in ancient Egypt. Indeed, since Egyptian civilization represented
some fundamental human concepts, a study of their culture can be useful when trying to
understand many other pre-modern cultures. Despite not having great physical monuments
compared to previous and later periods in pharaonic history, however, the Middle Kingdom is
the period in Egyptian history when many aspects of Egyptian culture reached their heights.
Modern scholars point to the numerous texts written during the Middle Kingdom, especially
fictional prose, as examples of the period's greatness. These same scholars also correctly point
out that examples of Middle Kingdom literature are not as accessible to the general public,
especially in the original language, and therefore are often overlooked by television
documentaries and popular publications. Apart from the advances made in literature, some of the
greatest Egyptian sculptures produced in pharaonic history come from the Middle Kingdom. In
addition, the Egyptian empire that is today associated with the New Kingdom actually began
with the great kings of the Middle Kingdom. The Middle Kingdom of Ancient Egypt: The
History and Legacy of the Reunification of Egypt and Egyptian Civilization chronicles the
tumultuous history of the Eleventh Dynasty and Twelfth Dynasty. Along with pictures depicting
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Middle Kingdom like never
before.
Luxor & Its Temples
The History and Legacy of the Reunification of Egypt and Egyptian Civilization
From Predynastic to Roman Times
From the Great Pyramid to the Fall of the Middle Kingdom
The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Egypt
Ancient Egypt's impact on later cultures was immense. You could say that Egypt provided the
building blocks for Greek and Roman culture, and, through them, influenced all of the
Western tradition. Today, Egyptian imagery, concepts, and perspectives are found
everywhere; you will find them in architectural forms, on money, and in our day to day lives.
Many cosmetic surgeons, for example, use the silhouette of Queen Nefertiti (whose name
means "the beautiful one has come") in their advertisements. Ancient Egyptian civilization
lasted for more than 3000 years and showed an incredible amount of continuity. That is more
than 15 times the age of the United States, and consider how often our culture shifts; less
than 10 years ago, there was no Facebook, Twitter, or Youtube. While today we consider the
Greco-Roman period to be in the distant past, it should be noted that Cleopatra VII's reign
(which ended in 30 BCE) is closer to our own time than it was to that of the construction of
the pyramids of Giza. It took humans nearly 4000 years to build something--anything--taller
than the Great Pyramids. Contrast that span to the modern era; we get excited when a record
lasts longer than a decade. Scroll to the top of the page and click Add To Cart to read more
about this extraordinary largely forgotten chapter of history.
This unique volume provides the reader with an outline of ancient Egyptian civilization,
history and culture. It reviews the ancient Egyptian understanding of human health and
disease, medical and herbal treatments for various conditions based on primary sources found
in ancient papyri. The reader will also gain an insight into the influence of ancient Egyptian
medical knowledge on later civilizations including ancient Greek and Islamic scholars in the
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two chapters that
focus on
the ancient Egyptian understanding and
treatments of cardiovascular disease as well as a description of herbal medicines used by
medical practitioners and pharmacologists. Key Features: Describes influence of ancient
Egyptian medical and pharmaceutical knowledge of subsequent civilizations Explores ancient
Egyptian pharmacology and herbal medicine Review of the most significant ancient Egyptian
papyri documenting medical knowledge and practice Concise overview of ancient Egyptian
history, culture, medical knowledge Summary of ancient Egyptian understanding of
cardiovascular diseases and treatments
From its humble origins as a cluster of rival chiefdoms along the banks of the Nile, ancient
Egypt rose to become one of the most advanced civilizations of its time. This atlas traces its
turbulent history and remarkable cultural development, from the founding of Memphis
around 5000 BC, through the territorial expansion and flourishing trade of the ‘age of
empire’, to Greek domination and ultimate collapse. Political rivalries are charted through
the successive dynasties, from the strife of the intermediate periods to the golden ages of
prosperity and artistic glory under Akhenaten, Tutankhamun and Ramesses II. The latest
archaeological evidence is used to cast new light on the vast architectural legacy of the
world’s first great nation state. The authoritative narrative, illustrated with over sixty full
colour maps and over seventy plates, makes this an indispensable handbook for history
students and enthusiasts alike.
Discover the fascinating details of life under the pharaohs - and their extraordinary legacy in this comprehensive e-guide to Egypt's ancient civilization. Encompassing 3,000 years and
31 Egyptian dynasties, from the time of Narmer to that of Cleopatra, this fresh appraisal of
ancient treasures helps you to navigate the political intrigues and cultural achievements of the
Ancient Egyptians, from the Pyramids and the Sphinx of Giza to the Great Library and
Lighthouse of Alexandria. You will meet pharaohs such as Tutankhamun - whose mummified
remains and lavish grave goods reveal so much about the society and its beliefs - as well as
influential women such as Hatshepsut and Nefertiti, and warriors including Alexander the
Great. Lavish photographs reveal the craftsmanship of their scribes, artists, and metal
workers, and the tomb paintings and relief carvings that captured the everyday life of farmers,
artisans, soldiers, and traders in exquisite detail. Specially commissioned CGI reconstructions
use the latest scientific information to recreate the finest tombs, temples, and pyramids.
Beautifully illustrated, and unparalleled in scope, Ancient Egypt is the perfect ebook for
anyone with an interest in ancient civilizations and Egyptology.
A History of Ancient Egypt Volume 2
The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt
The Middle Kingdom of Ancient Egypt
Ancient Egypt

The ancient world comes to life in the first volume in a two book series on the
history of Egypt, spanning the first farmers to the construction of the pyramids.
Famed archaeologist John Romer draws on a lifetime of research to tell one
history's greatest stories; how, over more than a thousand years, a society of
farmers created a rich, vivid world where one of the most astounding of all
human-made landmarks, the Great Pyramid, was built. Immersing the reader in
the Egypt of the past, Romer examines and challenges the long-held theories
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about what archaeological finds mean and what stories they tell about how the
Egyptians lived. More than just an account of one of the most fascinating
periods of history, this engrossing book asks readers to take a step back and
question what they've learned about Egypt in the past. Fans of Stacy Schiff's
Cleopatra and history buffs will be captivated by this re-telling of Egyptian
history, written by one of the top Egyptologists in the world.
A panoramic view of life in the ancient Nile valley examines the activities,
lifestyle, and culture of each stratum of Egyptian society from pharaoh to slave
The rich and extensive floodplain of the River Nile can claim to be the cradle of
one of the earliest and most spectacular civilizations of antiquity. Ancient
Egypt: A Social History, first published in 1983, presents an innovative
perspective on the ancient societies which flourished in the Nile Valley from the
Predynastic period to the conquest by Alexander the Great. From the
introduction of a subsistence economy through the establishment of the first
agricultural communities to the development of urban centres and the political
state, this volume traces the process of political, social and economic change.
The emphasis on the social and economic aspects of Egyptian society and the
integration of archaeological and historical data mark a new departure in
Egyptian studies.
Surveys the development of ancient Egypt, from the time of the first recorded
pharaoh to the conquest by Alexander the Great, and describes the many
changes that occurred in a society that was not as static as it seemed.
The New Kingdom of Ancient Egypt
The Basics
Ancient Egypt: a Very Short Introduction, 2nd Edition
Egyptian Civilization in Context
History of Ancient Egypt
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts *Includes online resources and a bibliography
for further reading Africa may have given rise to the first human beings, and Egypt probably
gave rise to the first great civilizations, which continue to fascinate modern societies across the
globe nearly 5,000 years later. From the Library and Lighthouse of Alexandria to the Great
Pyramid at Giza, the Ancient Egyptians produced several wonders of the world, revolutionized
architecture and construction, created some of the world''s first systems of mathematics and
medicine, and established language and art that spread across the known world. With worldfamous leaders like King Tut and Cleopatra, it''s no wonder that today''s world has so many
Egyptologists. What makes the accomplishments of the Ancient Egyptians all the more
remarkable is that Egypt was historically a place of great political turbulence. Its position
made it both valuable and vulnerable to tribes across the Mediterranean and the Middle East,
and Ancient Egypt had no shortage of its own internecine warfare. Its most famous conquerors
would come from Europe, with Alexander the Great laying the groundwork for the Hellenic
Ptolemy line and the Romans extinguishing that line after defeating Cleopatra and driving her
to suicide. Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of ancient Egyptian civilization was its inception
from the ground up, as the ancient Egyptians had no prior civilization which they could use as
a template. In fact, ancient Egypt itself became a template for the civilizations that followed.
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with Egyptian culture that they often attributed
many attributes of their own culture (usually erroneously) to the Egyptians. With that said,
some minor elements of ancient Egyptian culture were, indeed, passed on to later civilizations.
Egyptian statuary appears to have had an initial influence on the Greek version, and the
ancient Egyptian language continued long after the pharaonic period in the form of the Coptic
language. Although the Egyptians may not have passed their civilization directly on to later
peoples, the key elements that comprised Egyptian civilization - their religion, early ideas of
state, and art and architecture - can be seen in other pre-modern civilizations. For instance,
civilizations far separated in time and space, such as China and Mesoamerica, possessed key
elements that were similar to those found in ancient Egypt. Indeed, since Egyptian civilization
represented some fundamental human concepts, a study of pharaonic culture can be useful
when trying to understand many other pre-modern cultures. Thus, anyone who reads about
ancient Egyptian civilization in this regard is best served by looking at its earliest phases: the
Early Dynastic Period and the Old Kingdom. By examining the Old Kingdom and the period
immediately preceding it, attributes considered quintessentially "Egyptian" in later periods will
become clearer. The end of the Ptolemies also happened to coincide with the most famous
period of Roman history. In the latter 1st century BCE, men like Julius Caesar, Mark Antony,
and Octavian participated in two civil wars that would spell the end of the Roman Republic
and determine who would become the Roman emperor. In the middle of it all was history''s
most famous woman, Cleopatra, who famously seduced both Caesar and Antony and thereby
positioned herself as one of the most influential people in a world of powerful men. Cleopatra
was a legendary figure even to contemporary Romans and the ancient world, and she was a
controversial figure who was equally reviled and praised through the years, depicted both as a
benevolent ruler and an evil seductress (occasionally at the same time). The Dynasties of
Ancient Egypt: The History and Legacy of the Pharaohs from the Beginning of Egyptian
Civilization to the Rise of Rome chronicles the tumultuous history of Ancient Egypt.
A collection of essays based on the latest historical research and archeological discoveries
surveys the culture and religion of ancient Egypt.
The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt is the only book available providing detailed historical
coverage of Egypt from the early Stone Age to its incorporation into the Roman Empire. The
lively essays and beautiful illustrations portray the emergence and development of the
distinctive civilization of the ancient Egyptians covering the period from 700,000 BC to ad 311.
The authors - each working at the cutting edge of their particular fields - outline the principal
sequence of political events, including detailed examinations of the three so-called
Intermediate Periods previously regarded as 'dark ages'. Against the backdrop of the rise and
fall of ruling dynasties, this Oxford History also examines cultural and social patterns,
including stylistic developments in art and literature. The pace of change in such aspects of
Egyptian culture as monumental architecture, funerary beliefs, and ethnicity was not
necessarily tied to the rate of political change. Each of the authors has therefore set out to
elucidate, in both words and pictures, the underlying patterns of social and political change,
and to describe the changing face of ancient Egypt, from the biographical details of
individuals to the social and economic factors that shaped the lives of the population as a
whole.
Introduction -- Discovery of Ancient Egypt -- Three Thousand Years of History -- Everyday
Life -- Rulers and Warriors -- Mighty Monuments -- Artists and Craftsmen -- Realm of the
Gods -- Beyond the Tomb.
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A History of Ancient Egypt
History and Forms
The History and Legacy of the Pharaohs from the Beginning of Egyptian Civilization to the
Rise of Rome
Ancient Egypt: Grades 4-6
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading Africa may have given rise to the first human beings,
and Egypt probably gave rise to the first great civilizations, which continue to fascinate
modern societies across the globe nearly 5,000 years later. From the Library and
Lighthouse of Alexandria to the Great Pyramid at Giza, the Ancient Egyptians produced
several wonders of the world, revolutionized architecture and construction, created
some of the world's first systems of mathematics and medicine, and established
language and art that spread across the known world. With world-famous leaders like
King Tut and Cleopatra, it's no wonder that today's world has so many Egyptologists.
Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of ancient Egyptian civilization was its inception
from the ground up, as the ancient Egyptians had no prior civilization which they could
use as a template. In fact, ancient Egypt itself became a template for the civilizations
that followed. The Greeks and the Romans were so impressed with Egyptian culture that
they often attributed many attributes of their own culture?usually erroneously?to the
Egyptians. With that said, some minor elements of ancient Egyptian culture were,
indeed, passed on to later civilizations. Egyptian statuary appears to have had an initial
influence on the Greek version, and the ancient Egyptian language continued long after
the pharaonic period in the form of the Coptic language. Part of the reason Egyptian
history is so intriguing is because it is so enigmatic - even today, despite the wealth of
written materials and countless monuments, Egyptologists constantly uncover more
mysteries about ancient Egypt, even if many of those mysteries are somewhat mundane
and appeal more to academics. For example, historians still debate precise
chronologies of dynasties, theological nuances, and architectural details. One such
mystery that shows no signs of going away is the history of the archeological site
known as Amarna, which is actually the name of the modern village that is closest to the
ancient Egyptian city of Akhet-Aten. Akhet-Aten was built during the reign of one of
Egypt's most enigmatic pharaohs, Akhenaten (ruled ca. 1364-1347 BCE), and modern
archaeological studies have shown it was hastily built and almost as quickly
abandoned. Although the city had a brief lifespan, it was vitally important at the time, so
much so that the late Eighteenth Dynasty has been named the Amarna Period by
modern scholars. The importance is reflected in the changes that Akhenaten attempted
to make to Egyptian religion, art, architecture, and society, all of which can be found
among the ruins of Amarna, from texts that described the Aten as the one true god to
the depictions of the royal family that were like nothing seen before or after in ancient
Egyptian art. An examination of Akhenaten's rule and the life of the city of Akhet-Aten
has helped modern scholars unravel some of the mysteries of the Amarna Period, but
many still remain. Akhenaten and Amarna: The History of Ancient Egypt's Most
Mysterious Pharaoh and His Capital City chronicles what's known and unknown about
the Egyptian city and the pharaoh who was responsible for it. Along with pictures
depicting important people, places, and events, you will learn about Amarna like never
before.
Bongo sheds important new light on the most fascinating epoch in human history:
Ancient Egypt. In this heavily researched work, he traces the evolution of civilization not
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This is a story studded with extraordinary achievements and historic moments, from the
building of the pyramids and the conquest of Nubia, through Akhenaten's religious
revolution, the power and beauty of Nefertiti, the glory of Tutankhamun's burial
chamber, and the ruthlessness of Ramesses, to Alexander the Great's invasion, and
Cleopatra's fatal entanglement with Rome. As the world's first nation-state, the history
of Ancient Egypt is above all the story of the attempt to unite a disparate realm and
defend it against hostile forces from within and without. Combining grand narrative
sweep with detailed knowledge of hieroglyphs and the iconography of power, Toby
Wilkinson reveals Ancient Egypt in all its complexity.
"A popularly written account of life as led by the inhabitants of ancient
Thebes"--Preface.
The History and Legacy of Hieroglyphs and Scripts in Ancient Egypt
Kemet
A Short History of Ancient Egypt
The History of Ancient Egypt's Most Mysterious Pharaoh and His Capital City
Parts I-IV

The ancient Egyptians are an enduring source of fascination, from mummies and
pyramids, to curses and rituals. In this second edition of his Very Short Introduction, Ian
Shaw explores the history and culture of pharaonic Egypt, and examines the latest
research on Ancient Egyptian ideas of death, kingship, religion, race, sex, and gender.
Egypt.
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading Africa may have given rise to the first human beings,
and Egypt probably gave rise to the first great civilizations, which continue to fascinate
modern societies across the globe nearly 5,000 years later. From the Library and
Lighthouse of Alexandria to the Great Pyramid at Giza, the Ancient Egyptians produced
several wonders of the world, revolutionized architecture and construction, created
some of the world's first systems of mathematics and medicine, and established
language and art that spread across the known world. With world-famous leaders like
King Tut and Cleopatra, it's no wonder that today's world has so many Egyptologists.
What makes the accomplishments of the Ancient Egyptians all the more remarkable is
that Egypt was historically a place of great political turbulence. Its position made it both
valuable and vulnerable to tribes across the Mediterranean and the Middle East, and
Ancient Egypt had no shortage of its own internecine warfare. Its most famous
conquerors would come from Europe, with Alexander the Great laying the groundwork
for the Hellenic Ptolemy line and the Romans extinguishing that line after defeating
Cleopatra and driving her to suicide. Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of ancient
Egyptian civilization was its inception from the ground up, as the ancient Egyptians had
no prior civilization which they could use as a template. In fact, ancient Egypt itself
became a template for the civilizations that followed. The Greeks and the Romans were
so impressed with Egyptian culture that they often attributed many attributes of their
own culture‒usually erroneously‒to the Egyptians. With that said, some minor elements
of ancient Egyptian culture were, indeed, passed on to later civilizations. Egyptian
statuary appears to have had an initial influence on the Greek version, and the ancient
Egyptian language continued long after the pharaonic period in the form of the Coptic
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language. Although the Egyptians may not have passed their civilization directly on to
later peoples, the key elements that comprised Egyptian civilization, including their
religion, early ideas of state, and art and architecture, can be seen in other pre-modern
civilizations. Indeed, since Egyptian civilization represented some fundamental human
concepts, a study of their culture can be useful when trying to understand many other
pre-modern cultures. Though he couldn't have known it, the various scholars and
scientists Napoleon brought to Egypt kicked off modern Egyptology, and a general
fascination across the West. Until about 200 years ago the writing of the ancient
Egyptians was an enigma to the world, but that changed when an ancient Egyptian
monument known today as the Rosetta Stone was discovered (or rediscovered
serendipitously) by French soldiers in Egypt in 1799. Now one of the most famous
monuments in the world, the Rosetta Stone is a black granite stele that was inscribed
with texts in Greek and two different scripts of the ancient Egyptian language: demotic
and hieroglyphs. Although damaged over time, the Rosetta Stone still stands nearly
four feet tall and over two feet wide, and it originally stood probably between five and
six feet tall (Andrews 1982, 12). The discovery of the Rosetta Stone finally provided
researchers with a way of reading the Egyptian language based on an understanding of
the Greek translation. As more individuals headed for Egypt and made more
groundbreaking discoveries, the interest in Egypt heightened, as did knowledge about
ancient history, despite the fact it happened so long ago and covered an immense span
of time. Thanks to all these efforts, modern Egyptologists are able to learn an incredible
amount about different periods through reading the surviving texts currently preserved
in museums throughout the world.
Bring history alive as students explore the fascinating past by making the interactive
projects in History Pockets. Students store the projects in easy-to-make construction
paper pockets that are wonderful portfolios for assessment and display.
Egyptology: The History and Legacy of the Modern Study of Ancient Egypt
Ancient Egyptian Literature
Akhenaten
From the First Farmers to the Great Pyramid
Civilization and the Ancient Egyptians
A survey of the 3,000 years of Egyptian history from prehistoric
times to the death of Cleopatra.
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of ancient accounts
*Includes a bibliography for further reading Perhaps not
surprisingly given how advanced they were in comparison to
contemporaries, the Egyptians invented one of the first writing
systems ever, and for centuries, people thought these ancient
texts held some sort of secret, be it aliens, advanced
technology lost to the world, or mystical cures for all of the
world's ills. Even the ancient Egyptians saw their writing
systems as full of mystery and hidden knowledge - according to
Egyptian mythology, writing was invented by the ibis-headed god
Thoth, the most intellectual of the gods. He was a scribe, also
associated with mathematics, medicine, and astronomy, and could
appear as either an ibis or a baboon. Thoth was originally a
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recording events and time.
He is more commonly known as the scribe who records judgment in
the famous weighing of the heart scene in which a person's fate
in the afterlife is decided To the Egyptians, writing was a gift
of the gods and should be used accordingly. It was powerful and
had the ability to create. For example, written formula
offerings could provide sustenance in multiple ways, including
being written, depicting the offerings, and read aloud. Each of
these methods brought offerings to the recipient for all of
eternity. Speaking words was especially powerful as shown in
myths where the gods create in this fashion. One such myth is
the "Memphite Theology," where the creator god Ptah creates
other beings through the "thoughts of his heart and the words of
his mouth." Furthermore, writing a person or a god's name gave
them power, and erasing their names took the power away. By
placing his name on it, a person or king could usurp a statue
from someone else. Since writing was hieroglyphic, it was also
art, and the images held power. This is evidenced by signs or
images being disfigured in tombs or funerary settings, so as not
to hurt the owners. These so-called "mutilated signs" were often
of serpents or other animals that were able to harm the
deceased. The signs might also be left incomplete for the same
purpose. That being said, real people wrote these texts. Some of
the scribes might have considered themselves magicians, but they
weren't time travelers, aliens, or gods. Ancient Egyptian
writing is often extremely complex and filled with puns, vague
statements about religious mysteries, and general witty banter.
In addition to those extremely well-written and thought-out
texts, there is also a range of personal letters, administrative
texts, and even graffiti. When reading some of these texts, it
is remarkable how similar the people of ancient Egypt were to
people today when it came to their daily concerns and even the
jokes they told. The ancient Egyptian language was Afro-Asiatic,
distantly related to Semitic and African ones, and the writing
system only used consonants and not vowels, due to the root
system. This is similar to how Arabic or Hebrew is written
today. Most words had a root of two or three consonants, and the
vowels changed based on the form of the word. Ancient Egyptian
Language and Writing: The History and Legacy of Hieroglyphs and
Scripts in Ancient Egypt examines the history of writing in
Egypt, and how it evolved over thousands of years. Along with
pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you
will learn about Egyptian language and writing like never
before.
A reign-by-reign history of ancient Egypt traces the rise and
fall of civilization in the Nile Valley from the first human
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This book, first published in 1983, presents an innovative
perspective on the ancient societies which flourished in the
Nile Valley.
The Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt
The Cambridge History of Egypt
Ancient Egyptian Language and Writing
The Definitive Visual History
Moments in History
Protected on two sides by wide deserts and on another by the sea, the narrow strip of land
watered and fertilized by the Nile was an ideal location for the development of the great
civilization of Egypt. From its beginnings below the first cataract of the Nile to its long
and legendary magnificence at the Nile Delta, ancient Egypt grew ever more prosperous
and powerful, first as two kingdoms, then as one. A Short History of Ancient Egypt
provides a concise, authoritative, and richly illustrated overview of ancient Egypt from its
rise from the marshes to its submission to Rome. T. G. H. James describes how, in about
3100 B.C., the Egyptians first forged a unified administration and established a dynasty of
kings. He follows the development of Egypt's greatest achievements: the organization of a
national irrigation system, learning to write, and the construction of cities and tombs out
of mud brick. As their art became more distinctive and expressive and their beliefs were
shaped into religion, Greek philosophers came to Egypt to study. Tourists came to gape. At
first, James explains, the chief adversaries of Egyptians were themselves. Civil strife could
arise from floods or famines, or from ambitious factions of the royal family. But in time,
the bounty of Egyptian agriculture, the grandeur of Egyptian art and buildings, and the
ostentation of Egyptian wealth excited the envy and aggression of other nations. Although
Egypt fought to retain its independence, it succumbed at last under the conquests of
Persia, Greece, and Rome.
Twenty scholars have contributed to this book which deals with the development and
characteristics of the literature of ancient Egypt over a period of over more than two
millenia, from the monumental origins of autobiography at the end of the Old Kingdom
(ca. 2150 BC) down to the latest literary compositions in Demotic during the GraecoRoman period (300BC-200AD). The book is divided into thirty chapters concerned with
the definition of literary discourse, the history and genre of the texts, their linguistic and
stylistic features and the image of Egypt as displayed in later literary traditions - Greek,
Coptic and Arabic. Thoroughly interdisciplinary.
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of the New Kingdom *Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading Africa may have given rise to the first
human beings, and Egypt probably gave rise to the first great civilizations, which continue
to fascinate modern societies across the globe nearly 5,000 years later. From the Library
and Lighthouse of Alexandria to the Great Pyramid at Giza, the Ancient Egyptians
produced several wonders of the world, revolutionized architecture and construction,
created some of the world's first systems of mathematics and medicine, and established
language and art that spread across the known world. With world-famous leaders like
King Tut and Cleopatra, it's no wonder that today's world has so many Egyptologists.
What makes the accomplishments of the Ancient Egyptians all the more remarkable is
that Egypt was historically a place of great political turbulence. Its position made it both
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Ancient Egypt had no shortage of its own internecine warfare. Its most famous conquerors
would come from Europe, with Alexander the Great laying the groundwork for the
Hellenic Ptolemy line and the Romans extinguishing that line after defeating Cleopatra
and driving her to suicide. Among all the periods in ancient Egyptian history, the New
Kingdom (ca. 1550-1050 BCEE) is perhaps the best known among non-specialists and
Egyptologists alike. The reasons for wide-ranging modern knowledge of the New Kingdom
are many and include a wealth of extant written materials, several well-preserved temples,
and numerous larger-than-life kings and other personalities. In terms of literature, the
New Kingdom not only boasts the most extant texts that have been translated and studied
by modern scholars, but also a number of texts originally produced during earlier periods
of Egyptian history that were copied during the New Kingdom. The texts span several
genres including religion, historiography, bureaucracy, and diplomacy, which have all
helped Egyptologists reconstruct the chronology, religious practices, and daily lives of
Egyptians during the New Kingdom. Many of the texts were inscribed on the walls of some
of Egypt's greatest temples such as Medinet Habu, Luxor, and most impressive of all,
Karnak. The abundance of literature written and temples constructed during the New
Kingdom was the direct result of Egypt's growing influence in the Near East during the
late Bronze Age. By the time of Egypt's Nineteenth Dynasty, the Egyptians had created a
vast empire that stretched from what would be the modern region of northern Sudan in
the south to southern Syria in the north (Kuhrt 2010, 1:185). With control of such a vast
empire, the Egyptians were able to export valuable minerals such as gold and silver, which
were much rarer in the other Near Eastern kingdoms, and imported horses, timber, and
chariots that they used to build their impressive military. A chronological examination of
ancient Egypt during the New Kingdom reveals the process in which Egypt transitioned
from a regional kingdom to an international empire. The examination will demonstrate
that the New Kingdom was a fairly complex system that brought about several changes in
pharaonic culture before ultimately collapsing. The New Kingdom of Ancient Egypt: The
History and Legacy of the Egyptian Empire at the Peak of Its Power chronicles the
tumultuous history of Egypt late in the second millennium BCE. Along with pictures
depicting important people, places, and events, you will learn about the New Kingdom like
never before.
Discusses the life and history of ancient Egypt from earliest times through the reign of
Ramses II, as it has been pieced together from the work of archaeologists. Original.
The History and Legacy of the Egyptian Empire at the Peak of Its Power
History Pockets
The Dynasties of Ancient Egypt
A Guide to the Gods, Pharaohs, Dynasties, and Traditions of Ancient Egypt
The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt

Explore the entire history of the ancient Egyptian state from 3000
B.C. to 400 A.D. with this authoritative volume The newly revised
Second Edition of A History of Ancient Egypt delivers an up-to-date
survey of ancient Egypt's history from its origins to the Roman
Empire's banning of hieroglyphics in the fourth century A.D. The book
covers developments in all aspects of Egypt's history and their
historical sources, considering the social and economic life and the
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rich culture of ancient Egypt. Freshly updated to take into account
recent discoveries, the book makes the latest scholarship accessible to
a wide audience, including introductory undergraduate students. A
History of Ancient Egypt outlines major political and cultural events
and places Egypt's history within its regional context and detailing
interactions with western Asia and Africa. Each period of history
receives equal attention and a discussion of the problems scholars
face in its study. The book offers a foundation for all students
interested in Egyptian culture by providing coverage of topics like: A
thorough introduction to the formation of the Egyptian state between
the years of 3400 B.C. and 2686 B.C. An exploration of the end of the
Old Kingdom and First Intermediate period, from 2345 B.C. to 2055
B.C. An analysis of the Second Intermediate Period and the Hyksos
between 1700 B.C. and 1550 B.C. A discussion of Greek and Roman
Egypt between 332 B.C. and A.D. 395. Perfect for students of
introductory courses in ancient Egyptian history and as background
material for students of courses in Egyptian art, archaeology, and
culture, A History of Ancient Egypt will also earn a place in the
libraries of students taking surveys of the ancient world and those
seeking a companion volume to A History of the Ancient Near East.
For more than 3,000 years, Egypt was a great civilization that thrived
along the banks of the Nile River. But when its cities crumbled to
dust, Egypt’s culture and the secrets of its hieroglyphic writings were
also lost. The Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt explains how archaeologists
have pieced together their discoveries to slowly reveal the history of
Egypt’s people, its pharaohs, and its golden days.
Examines the history of ancient Egypt and the many different aspects
of ancient Egyptian society, including religion, technology, the
pyramids, and home life.
An Introduction
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