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The Encyclopedia Of Jewish
Myth Magic And Mysticism
A comprehensive study of Jewish magic in the late
antiquity and the early Islamic period-the
phenomenon, the sources, and method for its
research, and the history of scholarly investigation
into its nature and origin.
How the Wise Men Got to Chelm is the first in-depth
study of Chelm literature and its relationship to its
literary precursors. When God created the world, so
it is said, he sent out an angel with a bag of foolish
souls with instructions to distribute them equally all
over the world—one fool per town. But the angel’s
bag broke and all the souls spilled out onto the same
spot. They built a settlement where they landed: the
town is known as Chelm. The collected tales of these
fools, or “wise men,” of Chelm constitute the bestknown folktale tradition of the Jews of eastern
Europe. This tradition includes a sprawling
repertoire of stories about the alleged intellectual
limitations of the members of this old and important
Jewish community. Chelm did not make its debut in
the role of the foolish shtetl par excellence until late
in the nineteenth century. Since then, however, the
town has led a double life—as a real city in eastern
Poland and as an imaginary place onto which
questions of Jewish identity, community, and history
have been projected. By placing literary Chelm and
its “foolish” antecedents in a broader historical
context, it shows how they have functioned for over
three hundred years as models of society, somewhere
between utopia and dystopia. These imaginary foolish
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towns have enabled writers both to entertain and
highlight a variety of societal problems, a function
that literary Chelm continues to fulfill in Jewish
literature to this day.
"Above the Zodiac: Astrology in Jewish Thought
uncovers the profound connection between Jewish
mysticism and classic astrology by citing the many
references scattered throughout Jewish literature to
the influence of the stars on human destiny. Rabbi
Matityahu Glazerson gives a month-by-month
rendering of Jewish astrology according to kabbalah,
summarizing the complex system of elements in
Jewish thought that correlates to each astrological
sign. The book also explains the unique relationship
the Jewish people have to astrology, and under what
circumstances astrological consultations are
permitted to individuals."--BOOK JACKET.Title
Summary field provided by Blackwell North America,
Inc. All Rights Reserved
A clear and well-illustrated guide to the main
characters and legends of Judaism This book
captures the richness and vitality of traditional
Jewish culture: a web of legend, folklore and
superstition that is crucial to understanding Judaism.
Topics include Jewish law, literature and poetry; the
festivals of the Jewish year; the languages and subgroups within the Jewish community; and the many
countries that Jews have lived in. The book also
reveals another side of Judaism, a world populated by
angels and demons, sages and Kabbalists, and
creatures unknown to zoologists.
Sacred Monsters
The Encyclopedia of Jewish Myth, Magic and
Mysticism
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A Play in Four Acts
Globalization at Risk
The Supernatural in Jewish Thought
How the Wise Men Got to Chelm
Kabbalah is an ancient Jewish wisdom that explains the laws of
spiritual energy. Up until very recently the Kabbalah was reserved
for the elite, those who only after years of scholarship and practice
were allowed to enter this mystical realm. However, one doesn't
need to devote one's life to intense study to reap the rich rewards of
the Kabbalah. With just a basic understanding of a few key
concepts, our lives can be enriched immensely. We can then begin to
fulfill our deepest dreams and reach our most important goals,
becoming the people we long to become. By learning to understand
the Sefirot--the ten spiritual properties that flow from the cosmic
source into our heart--we can connect to the universe and profoundly
transform our experience of daily life. For example, Hessed, or
"loving-kindness," represents the desire to be generous, while
Gevurah is the desire to focus intently or withhold. These properties
must be balanced in order for harmony and well-being to occur.
Rabbi Laibl Wolf shows how to maintain that balance and enjoy a
healthy and productive life by using simple meditation and creative
visualization techniques to grasp the spiritual nature of our life.
Practical Kabbalah draws upon ancient wisdom but offers a modern
interpretation and easy-to-understand techniques for delving deeper
into our selves and our world and for reaping the bounteous gifts that
were always meant for us.
A look at Adolf Hitler’s residences and their role in constructing and
promoting the dictator’s private persona both within Germany and
abroad. Adolf Hitler’s makeover from rabble-rouser to statesman
coincided with a series of dramatic home renovations he undertook
during the mid-1930s. This provocative book exposes the dictator’s
preoccupation with his private persona, which was shaped by the
aesthetic and ideological management of his domestic architecture.
Hitler’s bachelor life stirred rumors, and the Nazi regime relied on
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the dictator’s three dwellings—the Old Chancellery in Berlin, his
apartment in Munich, and the Berghof, his mountain home on the
Obersalzberg—to foster the myth of the Führer as a morally
upstanding and refined man. Author Despina Stratigakos also reveals
the previously untold story of Hitler’s interior designer, Gerdy
Troost, through newly discovered archival sources. At the height of
the Third Reich, media outlets around the world showcased Hitler’s
homes to audiences eager for behind-the-scenes stories. After the
war, fascination with Hitler’s domestic life continued as soldiers and
journalists searched his dwellings for insights into his psychology.
The book’s rich illustrations, many previously unpublished, offer
readers a rare glimpse into the decisions involved in the making of
Hitler’s homes and into the sheer power of the propaganda that
influenced how the world saw him. “Inarguably the powder-keg title
of the year.”—Mitchell Owen, Architectural Digest “A fascinating
read, which reminds us that in Nazi Germany the architectural and
the political can never be disentangled. Like his own confected
image, Hitler’s buildings cannot be divorced from their odious
political hinterland.”—Roger Moorhouse, Times
To find more information on Rowman & Littlefield titles, please
visit us at www.rowmanlittlefield.com.
Jewish symbols reflect the interaction of word and image within
Jewish culture. Jews have always studied, interpreted, and revered
sacred texts; they have also adorned the settings and occasions of
sacred acts. Calligraphy and ornamentation have transformed
Hebrew letters into art; quotation, interpretation, legend, and
wordplay have made ceremonial objects into narrative. This book
represents just such a collaboration between art and language. Ellen
Frankel and Betsy Platkin Teutsch, writer and artist, have brought
their extensive knowledge and talents together to create The
Encyclopedia of Jewish Symbols, the first reference guide of its
kind, designed for use by educators, artists, rabbis, folklorists,
feminists, Jewish and non-Jewish scholars, and lay readers.
Encyclopedia of Giants and Humanoids in Myth, Legend and
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Folklore
Astrology in Jewish Thought
Magic of the Ordinary
Jewish Mysticism and the Spiritual Life
A Guide to Jewish Wisdom for Everyday Life
A Specter Haunting Europe

A Gathering of Angels: Angels in Jewish Life and Literature
looks at Jewish history in a unique way–through the eyes of
angels. A rabbi and a scholar, Morris B. Margolies pores
through nearly three thousand years of literature and lore in
an enlightening exploration of the angels, who shape and
reflect Jewish beliefs, hopes, and fears.
You’ll find everything you need to know about being Jewish
in this indispensable, revised and updated guide to the
religious traditions, everyday practices, philosophical beliefs,
and historical foundations of Judaism. What happens at a
synagogue service? What are the rules for keeping kosher?
How do I light the Hanukah candles? What is in the Hebrew
Bible? What do the Jewish holidays signify? What should I
be teaching my children about being Jewish? With the first
edition of Essential Judaism, George Robinson offered the
world the accessible compendium that he sought when he
rediscovered his Jewish identity as an adult. In his
“ambitious and all-inclusive” (New York Times Book
Review) guide, Robinson illuminates the Jewish life cycle at
every stage and lays out many fascinating aspects of the
religion—the Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism, the evolution
of Hasidism, and much more—while keeping a firm focus on
the different paths to living a good Jewish life in today’s
world. Now, a decade and a half later, Robinson has updated
this valuable introductory text with information on topics
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including denominational shifts, same-sex marriage, the
intermarriage debate, transgender Jews, the growth of antiSemitism, and the changing role of women in worship, along
with many other hotly debated topics in the contemporary
Jewish world and beyond. The perfect gift for a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah or anyone thinking about conversion—this is the
ultimate companion for anyone interested in learning more
about Judaism, the kind of book its readers will revisit over
and over for years to come.
The dramatic story of the last stand of a group of Jewish
rebels who held out against the Roman Empire, as revealed
by the archaeology of its famous site Two thousand years
ago, 967 Jewish men, women, and children—the last holdouts
of the revolt against Rome following the fall of Jerusalem
and the destruction of the Second Temple—reportedly took
their own lives rather than surrender to the Roman army.
This dramatic event, which took place on top of Masada, a
barren and windswept mountain overlooking the Dead Sea,
spawned a powerful story of Jewish resistance that came to
symbolize the embattled modern State of Israel.
Incorporating the latest findings, Jodi Magness, an
archaeologist who has excavated at Masada, explains what
happened there—and what it has come to mean since.
Featuring numerous illustrations, this is an engaging
exploration of an ancient story that continues to grip the
imagination today.
From tales of Adam, Moses, and other biblical figures, to the
fall of Lucifer and the quarrel of the sun and moon, an
anthology of Jewish myth presents seven hundred key stories
and through extensive commentary places them in context
with the literature of the world.
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A Dictionary of Arts, Sciences, Literature and General
Information
Rediscovering the Herbal Traditions of Eastern European
Jews
The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion
Fabulous Creatures from Hebraic Legend and Lore
A Gathering of Angels
Lilith's Cave
A spiritual crisis sent Orthodox rabbi Gershon
Winkler to remote regions of the Southwest, where
he studied with Native American healers. From them
he began to recover the long-lost wisdom of what he
calls “Aboriginal Judaism”: the religion’s tribal roots.
This book tracks his personal journey and draws from
a dazzling mix of sources to detail the surprising
connections between two seemingly unrelated
religions.
If you want to explore Jewish Mysticism, then keep
reading... Jewish Mysticism is a powerful expression
within the Jewish tradition. Rooted in antiquity and
veiled in mystery until quite recently, Jewish
Mysticism has burst into the modern world in guises
both illuminating and bewildering. Throughout Jewish
history, flashes of the light held within sacred texts
have sparked the sages' inquisitive minds
throughout the Diaspora. Rising out of the ashes of
the Temples once standing in Jerusalem, the texts
and theologies associated with Jewish Mysticism
have comforted and ecstatically raise those who
have used their knowledge. In this book, we'll review
key texts, including: Sefir ha Behir Sefir Yetzirah
Ma'aseh Merkavah and the accompanying Heikhalot
literature But in examining these texts, we'll also
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delve into the historical contexts in which they were
written and how they served as spiritual responses
to the tribulations of the Jewish people, interpreted
by those who wrote and disseminated them. You'll
discover fascinating things along the way... You'll
meet some great sages, chief among them the Father
of Lurianic Kabbalah, Isaac Luria, his disciple Moses
de Leon, and the great Moses Cordovero, who
recognized the need for Messianic hope in the face of
oppression. You'll meet the sefirot and be introduced
to their mysteries as the emanations of the Divine.
You'll learn about key Kabbalistic concepts like
tzimtzum, shevirah, and tikkun and what they mean,
as a foundation for understanding the operation of
the sefirot, set in Etz Chaim (the Tree of Life). You'll
see how spiritually powerful texts can be abused
through popularization. This always concerned the
Kabbalistic sages and is the reason for the
traditionally limited transmission of Kabbalah. You'll
learn how the Ashkenazi Hassidim came to be the
powerful manifestation of Judaism they are today
and how they went from being the "bad boys" of
Judaism to part of the ultra-Orthodox Haredi
movement. You'll meet the Baal Shem Tov, father of
the Hassidic renaissance, and the Vilna Gaon, leader
of the Mitnagdim, once at war with each other but
the originators of a new iteration of Hassidic life and
practice, in response to the Haskalah (Jewish
Enlightenment). This book provides a detailed
introduction to the fascinating world of Jewish
Mysticism and the community most closely
associated with it. Bring your curiosity and questions
and open the door to the mysteries of this vibrant
corner of the Jewish World. Click the "add to cart"
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button and step into the fascinating world of Jewish
Mysticism.
Facts on File.
History has declared globalization the winner of the
20th century. Globalization connected the world and
created wealth unimaginable in the wake of the
Second World War. But the financial crisis of 2008-09
has now placed at risk the liberal economic policies
behind globalization. Engulfing the entire world, the
crisis gave new fuel to the skeptics of the benefits of
economic integration. Policy responses seem to favor
anti-globalizers. New regulations could balkanize the
global financial system, while widespread
protectionist impulses might undo the Doha Round.
Issues from climate change to national security may
be used as convenient excuses to keep imports out,
keep jobs at home, and to clamp down on global
capital. Will globalization triumph or perish in the
21st century? What reforms make sense in the postcrisis world?International economists Gary Clyde
Hufbauer and Kati Suominen argue that globalization
has been a force of great good, one that needs to be
actively advanced and honed. Drawing on the latest
economic analyses, they reveal the drivers and
effects of global finance and trade, lay out the key
risks to globalization, and offer a practical policy
roadmap for managing the challenges while
increasing the gains. Vital reading for anyone in
business, finance, foreign affairs, or economics,
Globalization at Risk is sure to advance public debate
on this defining issue of the 21st century.
Jewish Magic Before the Rise of Kabbalah
Jewish Mysticism
The Encyclopedia of Jewish Symbols
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Practical Kabbalah
Encyclopedia of Jewish Folklore and Traditions
Masada

Jewish Magic and Superstition is a
comprehensive review of Jewish magic from the
10th to the 15th century. Many well-known
Jewish traditions are explained in the book, as
well as things like Golems, Succubi, the Lillim,
other magical creatures, talismans, amulets,
charms, and other curious magical objects. There
are also chapters dealing with dream
interpretation, medical beliefs, necromancy, and
other forms of divination.
266 Jewish symbols, including ceremonial objects
and images, personalities, places, concepts,
motifs, and events.
Jewish esotericism is the oldest and most
influential continuous occult tradition in the
West. Presenting lore that can spiritually enrich
your life, this one-of-a-kind encyclopedia is
devoted to the esoteric in Judaism—the
miraculous and the mysterious. In this second
edition, Rabbi Geoffrey W. Dennis has added
over thirty new entries and significantly
expanded over one hundred other entries,
incorporating more knowledge and passages
from primary sources. This comprehensive
treasury of Jewish teachings, drawn from sources
spanning Jewish scripture, the Talmud, the
Midrash, the Kabbalah, and other esoteric
branches of Judaism, is exhaustively researched
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yet easy to use. It includes over one thousand
alphabetical entries, from Aaron to Zohar
Chadesh, with extensive cross-references to
related topics and new illustrations throughout.
Drawn from the well of a great spiritual tradition,
the secret wisdom within these pages will
enlighten and empower you. Praise: "An erudite
and lively compendium of Jewish magical beliefs,
practices, texts, and individuals...This superb,
comprehensive encyclopedia belongs in every
serious library."—Richard M. Golden, Director of
the Jewish Studies Program, University of North
Texas, and editor of The Encyclopedia of
Witchcraft: The Western Tradition "Rabbi Dennis
has performed a tremendously important service
for both the scholar and the novice in composing
a work of concise information about aspects of
Judaism unbeknownst to most, and intriguing to
all."—Rabbi Gershon Winkler, author of Magic of
the Ordinary: Recovering the Shamanic in
Judaism
A vast reconstruction of the knowledge of the
ancient Jewish priest-scientists, with vital
implications for contemporary spirituality and
science. • Reveals an ancient science that used
geometry, sound, and number to link the finite
world of human experience with the infinite
realm of the divine. • Uses teachings extending
back thousands of years to explicate key
concepts of quantum physics and quantum
cosmology. For centuries the Kabbalah has
Page 11/25

File Type PDF The Encyclopedia Of Jewish Myth
Magic And Mysticism
fascinated devotees of mysticism while its
origins have remained obscure. Now, in her
brilliant new work, Leonora Leet reveals that the
Kabbalah was the product of a sophisticated,
though largely forgotten, Hebraic sacred science
that was the rival of any in Egypt or Greece. Not
only does Leet reconstruct the secret teachings
of the priest-scientists of the Hebrew temple,
she also shows them to be the key to
understanding both biblical and kabbalistic
cosmology. Unlike previous purely historical
explorations of the Jewish esoteric tradition, The
Secret Doctrine of the Kabbalah resurrects this
ancient body of knowledge to reveal eternal
truths that can have a profound and positive
impact on contemporary spirituality. New
experimental methods of practicing Hebraic
sacred science are explored that explain as
never before the meaning of the central
cosmological diagram of the entire Western
esoteric tradition--the kabbalistic Tree of Life.
Leet shows that the Kabbalah and its central
diagram enshrine a key to the purpose of the
cosmos, a key that has vast implications for
modern physics and cosmology. In a final
synthesis, she envisions a culmination in which
the universe and its divine child, perfected
humanity, achieve that unification of the finite
and infinite which has ever been the secret
doctrine of the Kabbalah.
Above the Zodiac
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The Encyclopaedia Britannica
Mysterious and Mythical Creatures of Scripture,
Talmud and Midrash
A Jewish Bestiary
Classical Texts, Contemporary Reflections
From Jewish Revolt to Modern Myth

The first study of its kind, Magic,
Mysticism, and Hasidism explores the
supernatural motifs and elements in
Jewish folktales and hasidic stories
through the ages. Thoroughly researched
and annotated, Professor Gedalyah
Nigal's work examines such phenomena as
the baalei shem - the individuals who
by their knowledge of the "holy names"
were able to perform great feats;
kefitzat ha-derekh - the ability to
traverse great distances in very little
time; the transmigration of souls;
dybbuks, possession, and exorcism;
demons and their marriages to humans;
the battles against forces of evil; the
power of amulets; and journeys to the
Garden of Eden and back. Contrary to
the popular misconception that magic is
antithetical to belief in the
omnipotence of God, Nigal clearly shows
that the mystical practices of the
hasidic rebbes and holy men were the
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direct result of their faith and
sanctity. "Abracadabra! Hocus-Pocus!"
is what often comes to mind when we
think of magic. We conjure up images of
sorcerers and witches with cauldrons
and crystal balls, magic wands,
mysterious potions, and evil
inclinations. We don't think of great
hasidic rebbes, piety, and holiness. In
Magic, Mysticism, and Hasidism: The
Supernatural in Jewish Thought, Nigal
shows that Jewish tradition not only
allows for magic, but its use is one of
the highest manifestations of holiness.
Through his careful research, Gedalyah
Nigal brings to light an often
neglected and misunderstood element of
Jewish tradition. For both scholars and
interested laymen, Magic, Mysticism,
and Hasidism is a groundbreaking work.
The Nation of Islam's Secret
Relationship between Blacks and Jews
has been called one of the most serious
anti-Semitic manuscripts published in
years. This work of so-called scholars
received great celebrity from
individuals like Louis Farrakhan,
Leonard Jeffries, and Khalid Abdul
Muhammed who used the document to claim
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that Jews dominated both transatlantic
and antebellum South slave trades. As
Saul Friedman definitively documents in
Jews and the American Slave Trade,
historical evidence suggests that Jews
played a minimal role in the
transatlantic, South American,
Caribbean, and antebellum slave
trades.Jews and the American Slave
Trade dissects the questionable
historical technique employed in Secret
Relationship, offers a detailed
response to Farrakhan's charges, and
analyzes the impetus behind these
charges. He begins with in-depth
discussion of the attitudes of ancient
peoples, Africans, Arabs, and Jews
toward slavery and explores the Jewish
role hi colonial European economic life
from the Age of Discovery tp Napoleon.
His state-by-state analyses describe in
detail the institution of slavery in
North America from colonial New England
to Louisiana. Friedman elucidates the
role of American Jews toward the great
nineteenth-century moral debate, the
positions they took, and explains what
shattered the alliance between these
two vulnerable minority groups in
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America.Rooted in incontrovertible
historical evidence, provocative
without being incendiary, Jews and the
American Slave Trade demonstrates that
the anti-slavery tradition rooted in
the Old Testament translated into
powerful prohibitions with respect to
any involvement in the slave trade.
This brilliant exploration will be of
interest to scholars of modern Jewish
history, African-American studies,
American Jewish history, U.S. history,
and minority studies.
The definitive guide to medicinal plant
knowledge of Ashkenazi herbal healers,
from the Middle Ages to the 20th
century. Until now, the herbal
traditions of the Ashkenazi people have
remained unexplored and shrouded in
mystery. Ashkenazi Herbalism
rediscovers the forgotten legacy of the
Jewish medicinal plant healers who
thrived in eastern Europe's Pale of
Settlement, from their beginnings in
the Middle Ages through the modern era.
Including the first materia medica of
25 plants and herbs essential to
Ashkenazi folk medicine, this essential
guide sheds light on the preparations,
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medicinal profiles, and applications of
a rich but previously unknown herbal
tradition--one hidden by language
barriers, obscured by cultural
misunderstandings, and nearly lost to
history. Written for new and
established practitioners, it offers
illustrations, provides information on
comparative medicinal practices, and
illuminates the important historical
and cultural contexts that gave rise to
eastern European Jewish herbalism. Part
I introduces a brief history of the
Ashkenazim and provides an overview of
traditional eastern European medicine.
Part II offers descriptions of
predominantly Jewish towns in the Pale,
their many native plants, and the
remedies applied by indigenous healers
to treat a range of illnesses. This
materia medica names each plant in
Yiddish, English, Latin, and other
relevant languages. Ashkenazi Herbalism
also details a brief history of
medicine; the roles of the Ba'alei
shem, Feldshers, Opshprekherins,
midwives, and brewers; and the seferot.
In the 20th century, Europe was haunted
by a specter of its own imagining:
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Judeo-Bolshevism. Fear of a Jewish
Bolshevik plot to destroy the nations
of Europe took hold during the Russian
Revolution and spread across the
continent. Paul Hanebrink shows that
the myth of ethno-religious threat is
still alive today, in Westerners’ fear
of Muslims.
The Mythology of Judaism
Second Edition
Magic, Mysticism, and Hasidism
Jews and the American Slave Trade
Encyclopedia of Fairies in World
Folklore and Mythology
The Ultimate Guide to Understanding
Kabbalah, Merkabah Mysticism, and
Ashkenazi Hasidism
A study of the role of the devil in biblical
and modern times theorizes that dissident
social gorups that resisted Christianity,
such as pagans and Jews, were typically
portrayed as demons and therefore
established as threats. Reprint. 60,000 first
printing.
Tales of terror and the supernatural hold an
honored position in the Jewish folkloric
tradition. Howard Schwartz has superbly
translated and retold fifty of the best of
these folktales. Gathered from countless
sources ranging from the ancient Middle
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East to twelfth-century Germany and later
Eastern European oral tradition, these
captivating stories include Jewish variants
of the Pandora and Persephone myths.
In this thoughtful and lucid exploration of
the Jewish mystical tradition, leading
scholars and teachers come together to
share their favorite texts-many available in
English for the first time-and explore why
these materials are meaningful and relevant
to contemporary life.
Dragons, unicorns, mermaids... all the
famous creatures of myth and legend are to
be found in the Torah, Talmud and Midrash.
But what are we to make of them? Do they
really exist? Did the Torah scholars of old
believe in their existence? And if not, why
did they describe these creatures? Sacred
Monsters is a thoroughly revised and vastly
expanded edition of the bestselling book
Mysterious Creatures. Rabbi Natan Slifkin,
the famous "Zoo Rabbi," revisits all the
creatures of that work as well as a host of
new ones, including werewolves, giants,
dwarfs, two-headed mutants, and the
enigmatic shamir-worm. Sacred Monsters
explores these cases in detail and discusses
a range of different approaches for
understanding them. Aside from the
fascinating insights into these cryptic
creatures, Sacred Monsters also presents a
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framework within which to approach any
conflict between classical Jewish texts and
the modern scientific worldview. Complete
with extraordinary photographs and
fascinating ancient illustrations, Sacred
Monsters is a scholarly yet stimulating work
that will be a treasured addition to your
bookshelf
Recovering the Key to Hebraic Sacred
Science
The Origin of Satan
The Facts on File Encyclopedia of World
Mythology and Legend
A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs &
Rituals
Divination, Magic, and Healing
Hitler at Home

From Europe and America to the Middle East,
North Africa and other non-European Jewish
settlement areas, the 'Encyclopedia of Jewish
History and Culture' covers the recent history of
the Jewish people from 1750 through the 1950s.
Originally published in German as the
'Enzyklopädie jüdischer Geschichte und Kultur'
by J.B. Metzler Verlag (Stuttgart/Weimar) in 2011
the work includes approximately 800 entries that
present the state of international research and
reveal a complex portrait of Jewish life illuminated by many maps and illustrations.
Central themes convey information on topics
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such as autonomy, exile, emancipation,
literature, liturgy, music, and science of Judaism.
The encyclopedia provides knowledge in an
overall context and offers academics and other
interested readers new insights into Jewish
history and culture. The work is an outstanding
contribution to the understanding of Judaism
and modernity.
All over the world people look forward to a
perfect future, when the forces of good will be
finally victorious over the forces of evil. Once
this was a radically new way of imagining the
destiny of the world and of mankind. How did it
originate, and what kind of world-view preceded
it? In this engrossing book, the author of the
classic work The Pursuit of the Millennium takes
us on a journey of exploration, through the worldviews of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and India,
through the innovations of Iranian and Jewish
prophets and sages, to the earliest Christian
imaginings of heaven on earth. Until around 1500
B.C., it was generally believed that once the
world had been set in order by the gods, it was in
essence immutable. However, it was always a
troubled world. By means of flood and drought,
famine and plague, defeat in war, and death
itself, demonic forces threatened and impaired it.
Various combat myths told how a divine warrior
kept the forces of chaos at bay and enabled the
Page 21/25

File Type PDF The Encyclopedia Of Jewish Myth
Magic And Mysticism
world to survive. Sometime between 1500 and
1200 B.C., the Iranian prophet Zoroaster broke
from that static yet anxious world-view,
reinterpreting the Iranian version of the combat
myth. For Zoroaster, the world was moving,
through incessant conflict, toward a conflictless
state--"cosmos without chaos." The time would
come when, in a prodigious battle, the supreme
god would utterly defeat the forces of chaos and
their human allies and eliminate them forever,
and so bring an absolutely good world into
being. Cohn reveals how this vision of the future
was taken over by certain Jewish groups,
notably the Jesus sect, with incalculable
consequences. Deeply informed yet highly
readable, this magisterial book illumines a major
turning-point in the history of human
consciousness. It will be mandatory reading for
all who appreciated The Pursuit of the
Millennium.
"The Protocols of the Elders of Zion" is almost
certainly fiction, but its impact was not.
Originating in Russia, it landed in the Englishspeaking world where it caused great
consternation. Much is made of German antisemitism, but there was fertile soil for "The
Protocols" across Europe and even in America,
thanks to Henry Ford and others.
“Ask the beast and it will teach thee, and the
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birds of heaven and they will tell thee.” —Job
12:7 In the Middle Ages, the bestiary achieved a
popularity second only to that of the Bible. In
addition to being a kind of encyclopedia of the
animal kingdom, the bestiary also served as a
book of moral and religious instruction, teaching
human virtues through a portrayal of an animal’s
true or imagined behavior. In A Jewish Bestiary,
Mark Podwal revisits animals, both real and
mythical, that have captured the Jewish
imagination through the centuries. Originally
published in 1984 and called “broad in learning
and deep in subtle humor” by the New York
Times, this updated edition of A Jewish Bestiary
features new full-color renderings of thirty-five
creatures from Hebraic legend and lore. The
illustrations are accompanied by entertaining
and instructive tales drawn from biblical,
talmudic, midrashic, and kabbalistic sources.
Throughout, Podwal combines traditional Jewish
themes with his own distinctive style. The
resulting juxtaposition of art with history results
in a delightful and enlightening bestiary for the
twenty-first century. From the ant to the ziz,
herein are the creatures that exert a special force
on the Jewish fancy.
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This multicultural reference work on Jewish folklore, legends,
customs, and other elements of folklife is the first of its kind.
Every culture has in its folklore and mythology beings of
immense size and strength, as well as other preternatural
humanoids great or small who walk among us, serving the
divine or fulfilling their own agendas. This book catalogs the
lore and legends of more than 1,000 different humanoid
species and individual beings, including the Titans, Valkyries,
Jotnar, y?kai, biblical giants, elves, ogres, trolls and many
more.
Fairies have been revered and feared, sometimes
simultaneously, throughout recorded history. This
encyclopedia of concise entries, from the A-senee-ki-waku of
northeastern North America to the Zips of Central America
and Mexico, includes more than 2,500 individual beings and
species of fairy and nature spirits from a wide range of
mythologies and religions from all over the globe.
Presenting lore that can spiritually enrich anyone's life, Jewish
or not, this one-of-a-kind encyclopedia is devoted to the
esoteric in Judaism--the fabulous, the miraculous, and the
mysterious. In this second edition, Rabbi Geoffrey W. Dennis
has added over thirty new entries and significantly expanded
over one hundred other entries, incorporating more passages
from his primary sources.
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