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Tank Action An Armoured Troop Commanders War 1944 45
The story of Operation Crusader launched by the Eighth Army on 18 November 1941, against the Axis forces which stood on
the borders of Egypt and around beleaguered Tobruk.
Tank ActionAn Armoured Troop Commander's War 1944–45Weidenfeld & Nicolson
Based on the original handbook, the descriptions of the Cromwell tank range from the Rolls Royce Meteor engine to the
Christie suspension and from the driving techniques to the gunnery controls. The book is supplemented with a history of the
tank in action, original photographs and scale drawings for the model-maker.
Soon after we landed it became apparent that there was more than enough artillery here, that the enemy were excellent shots,
and that their ammo supply seemed to be endless. With the Japanese deeply entrenched and determined to die rather than
surrender, Robert Dick and his fellow soldiers quickly realized that theirs would be a war fought inch by bloody inch–and that
their Sherman tanks would serve front and center. As driver, Dick had to maneuver his five-man crew in and out of dangerous
and often deadly situations. Whether crawling up beaches, bogged down in the mud-soaked Leyte jungle, or exposed in the
treacherous valleys of Okinawa, the Sherman was a favorite target. A land mine could blow off the tracks, leaving its crew
marooned and helpless, and the nightmare of swarms of Japanese armed with satchel charges was all too real. But there was a
war to be won, and Americans like Robert Dick did their jobs without fanfare, and without glory. This gripping account of tanker
combat is a ringing testament to the awe-inspiring bravery of ordinary Americans.
D-Day to Victory
The Road to Falaise
The Great Tank Battle of 73 Easting
Into the Breach
Tank Warfare with the Desert Rats
Mobility, shock, and firepower: The Emergence of the U.S. Army's Armor Branch, 1917-1945
Tank Action
Two different wars were fought in Vietnam, the jungle-and-booby-trap one down south, and the
WWII-like one up on the DMZ. "I was one of a handful whose Vietnam tour was evenly split between
the First and Third Marine Divisions, and saw, firsthand, the difference 170 miles could make
during the war's bloodiest year." Corporal Robert Peavey was a tank commander in I Corps (Eye
Corps) on the DMZ when LBJ ordered a bombing halt over the North. His compelling first-hand
account chronicles operations just south of the 'Z, operations that most Vietnam War histories
have completely ignored. Peavey offers detailed, understandable explanations of combat strategy,
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strengths and shortcomings of standard-issue armament, and inter-service rivalries.
From the Preface: The following pages provide a narrative analysis of the U.S. Army's
development of armored organizations and their related doctrine, materiel, and training
activities in the period 1917-1945. This period marked the emergence of clear principles of
armored warfare that became the underpinning of the Armor Branch, influencing armored
developments long after World War II ended. A unique style of mounted maneuver combat emerged
that reflected a mix of tradition an innovation. In the process, American military culture
changed, particularly through the adoption of combined-arms principles. Conversely, political
actions, budgetary considerations, and senior leadership decisions also shaped the course of
armor development. The emergence of an American armored force involved more than simply tank
development. It included the creation of an armored division structure steeped in combined-arms
principles, organizational flexibility, and revolutionary command and control processes.
Parallel developments included the establishment of specialized units to provide antitank,
reconnaissance, and infantry support capabilities. Several Army branches played a role in
determining the precise path of armored development, and one of them-the Cavalry-became a
casualty as a result.
Going behind the scenes of an armored cavalry regiment, an insider's view includes photographs,
illustrations, and diagrams of tanks, helicopters, and artillery systems, interviews with highranking officers, and future roles the armored cavalry might play. Original.
The Battle of Kursk was one of the defining moments of World War II. In July 1943, German forces
under Erich von Manstein--one of Germany’s best generals--launched a massive attack in an
offensive code-named Citadel. A week later, the Soviets counterattacked, sparking a huge clash
of tanks at Prokhorovka, the largest armor battle in history, pitting more than 600 Soviet tanks
against some 300 German panzers. Though the Germans gained a tactical victory, destroying huge
numbers of Soviet tanks, they failed to achieve their objectives, and in the end the battle
marked a turning point on the Eastern Front. The Red Army gained the strategic initiative and
would not lose it.
The Life and Times of the 740th Battalion in World War II
A Guided Tour of an Armored Cavalry Regiment
Brazen Chariots
U.S. Army Tank Destroyer Doctrine in World War II
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By Tank Into Normandy
Tank Warfare
The Tooth-to-tail Ratio in Modern Military Operations

Allied success in invading Fortress Europe (the area of Continental Europe occupied by Nazi Germany) depended on
getting armor onto the beaches as fast as possible. This book explains how the Allies developed the specialist tanks it
needed, their qualities, deployment and numbers, and how they performed on the two crucial days when France was
invaded, firstly in Normandy and then in Provence. The focus of this volume will be on the specialized tanks developed
for the Operation Neptune amphibious landings including the Duplex Drive amphibious Sherman tanks used on both the
US and British/Canadian beaches. It also covers the specialized engineer tanks called ”Armoured Funnies” of the British
79th Armoured Division and addresses the popular myth that US Army refusal to employ the Armoured Funnies was a
principal cause for the high casualties at Omaha Beach. There is also coverage of Operation Overlord's “Forgotten DDay”, the amphibious landings of Operation Dragoon. This book addresses why there were so few Panzers opposing the
landings from the German perspective as well as detailing the extent of German tank/assault gun activity on D-Day.
The day after Vasiliy Krysov finished school, on 22 June 1941, Germany attacked the Soviet Union and provoked a war
of unparalleled extent and cruelty. For the next three years, as a tank commander, Krysov fought against the German
panzers in some of the most intense and destructive armored engagements in historyincluding those at Stalingrad, Kursk
and Knigsberg. This is the remarkable story of his war. As the commander of a heavy tank, a self-propelled gun -a tank
destroyer-and a T-34, he fought his way westward across Russia, the Ukraine and Poland against a skillful and
determined enemy which had previously never known defeat. Krysov repeatedly faced tough SS panzer divisions, like
the SS Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler Panzer Division in the Bruilov-Fastov area in 1943, and the SS Das Wiking Panzer
Division in Poland in 1944. . Krysov was at Kursk and participated in a counterattack at Ponyri. The ruthlessness of this
long and bitter campaign is vividly depicted in his narrative, as is the enormous scale and complexity of the
fighting.Honestly, and with an extraordinary clarity of recall, he describes confrontations with German Tiger and Panther
tanks and deadly anti-tank guns. He was wounded four times, his crewmen and his commanding officers were killed, but
he was fated to survive and record his experience of combat. His memoirs give a compelling insight into the reality of
tank warfare on the Eastern Front.
[This edition benefits from numerous maps of the battlefields that the actions were fought over] “NUTS!” - Among the
many military legends that abound from the fighting of the Second World War, the one word reply to a German summons
to surrender must rank highly in terms of its resonance, importance and sheer grit. General Mcaulliffe decided that
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despite the odds and the lack of supplies and ammunition his troops would continue to hold the important communication
hub of Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge. This dramatic, yet authoritative account brings all of the action to the fore
as the Battered Bastards of Bastogne wrote their names into legend. "THIS STORY OF BASTOGNE was written from
interviews with nearly all the commanders and staff officers and many of the men who participated in the defense of
Bastogne during the first phase of that now celebrated operation—the days during which the American forces were
surrounded by forces of the enemy... Thus it is essentially the account of how a single strong defensive force was built
from separate commands of armor, airborne infantry and tank destroyers—a force convinced that it could not be
beaten."-Introduction.
In the seventy years that have passed since the tank first appeared, antitank combat has presented one of the greatest
challenges in land warfare. Dramatic improvements in tank technology and doctrine over the years have precipitated
equally innovative developments in the antitank field. One cycle in this ongoing arms race occurred during the early years
of World War II when the U.S. Army sought desperately to find an antidote to the vaunted German blitzkrieg. This
Leavenworth Paper analyzes the origins of the tank destroyer concept, evaluates the doctrine and equipment with which
tank destroyer units fought, and assesses the effectiveness of the tank destroyer in battle.
Troop Leader
Tank Commander
An Armoured Troop Commander's War 1944–45
Over 240 of the World's Greatest Vehicles
Main Battle Tank
By Tank
A History of Tanks in Battle
December 1944. When the Daredevil Tankers of the 740th Tank Battalion moved into the
breach against Kampfgruppe Peiper in the ice and snow of the Belgian Ardennes, the
ferociousness of their attack sent the elite panzers of Hitler's 1st SS Panzer Division
reeling. In bastard tanks pieced together from the scrapheap only the night before, the
740th plunged awkwardly into the war, spearheading lead elements of the 30th "Old
Hickory" Division. It was the first good news to come out of the Battle of the Bulge. The
740th tankers rumbled on to crack the famed Siegfried Line twice, in some of the most
bitter fighting of the war.
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A general-turned-historian reveals the remarkable battlefield heroics of Major General
Maurice Rose, the World War II tank commander whose 3rd Armored Division struck fear into
the hearts of Hitler's panzer crews. “The Panzer Killers is a great book, vividly written
and shrewdly observed.”—The Wall Street Journal Two months after D-Day, the Allies found
themselves in a stalemate in Normandy, having suffered enormous casualties attempting to
push through hedgerow country. Troops were spent, and American tankers, lacking the
tactics and leadership to deal with the terrain, were losing their spirit. General George
Patton and the other top U.S. commanders needed an officer who knew how to break the
impasse and roll over the Germans—they needed one man with the grit and the vision to
take the war all the way to the Rhine. Patton and his peers selected Maurice Rose. The
son of a rabbi, Rose never discussed his Jewish heritage. But his ferocity on the
battlefield reflected an inner flame. He led his 3rd Armored Division not from a command
post but from the first vehicle in formation, charging headfirst into a fight. He devised
innovative tactics, made the most of American weapons, and personally chose the cadre of
young officers who drove his division forward. From Normandy to the West Wall, from the
Battle of the Bulge to the final charge across Germany, Maurice Rose's deadly division of
tanks blasted through enemy lines and pursued the enemy with a remarkable intensity. In
The Panzer Killers, Daniel P. Bolger, a retired lieutenant general and Iraq War veteran,
offers up a lively, dramatic tale of Rose's heroism. Along the way, Bolger infuses the
narrative with fascinating insights that could only come from an author who has commanded
tank forces in combat. The result is a unique and masterful story of battlefield
leadership, destined to become a classic.
A remarkable World War II survival story and combat memoir by “an indestructible wartime
tank commander” (The Telegraph). In campaign after campaign, from the defense of Calais
in 1940 to the defeat of Germany in 1945, Bill Close served as a tank commander in
Britain’s Royal Tank Regiment—and he survived. His tanks were hit eleven times by enemy
shellfire and he bailed out. He was wounded three times. He finished the war as one of
the most experienced and resourceful of British tank commanders, and in later life, he
set down his wartime experiences in graphic detail. His book is not only an extraordinary
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memoir; it is also a compelling account of the exploits of the Royal Tank Regiment
throughout the conflict. As a record of the day-to-day experience of the tank crew of
seventy-five years ago—of the conditions they faced and the battles they fought—it has
rarely been equaled.
Illustrated with 30 maps. Few lessons are as prevalent in military history as is the
adage that tanks don’t perform well in cities. The notion of deliberately committing
tanks to urban combat is anathema to most. In Breaking the Mold: Tanks in the Cities, Mr.
Ken Gott disproves that notion with a timely series of five case studies from World War
II to the present war in Iraq. This is not a parochial or triumphant study. These cases
demonstrate that tanks must do more than merely “arrive” on the battlefield to be
successful in urban combat. From Aachen in 1944 to Fallujah in 2004, the absolute need
for specialized training and the use of combined arms at the lowest tactical levels are
two of the most salient lessons that emerge from this study. When properly employed, welltrained and well-supported units led by tanks are decisive in urban combat. The reverse
is also true. Chechen rebels taught the Russian army and the world a brutal lesson in
Grozny about what happens when armored units are poorly led, poorly trained, and
cavalierly employed in a city. The case studies in this monograph are high-intensity
battles in conflicts ranging from limited interventions to major combat operations. It
would be wrong to use them to argue for the use of tanks in every urban situation. As the
intensity of the operation decreases, the second and third order effects of using tanks
in cities can begin to outweigh their utility. The damage to infrastructure caused by
their sheer weight and size is just one example of what can make tanks unsuitable for
every mission. Even during peace operations, however, the ability to employ tanks and
other heavy armored vehicles quickly can be crucial. A study on the utility of tanks in
peace operations is warranted, and planned.- Timothy R. Reese Colonel, Armor
Scouts Out! The Development Of Reconnaissance Units In Modern Armies [Illustrated
Edition]
Mounted Combat in Vietnam
D to VE Days
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Armored Cav
Breaking The Mold: Tanks In The Cities [Illustrated Edition]
Tanks of D-Day 1944
Battle of the Bulge
“An important contribution to the history of World War II . . . I have never before been able to learn so much about maintenance methods of an
armored division, with precise details that underline the importance of the work, along with descriptions of how the job was done.”—Russell F.
Weigley, author of Eisenhower’s Lieutenants “Cooper saw more of the war than most junior officers, and he writes about it better than almost
anyone. . . . His stories are vivid, enlightening, full of life—and of pain, sorrow, horror, and triumph.”—Stephen E. Ambrose, from his Foreword
“In a down-to-earth style, Death Traps tells the compelling story of one man’s assignment to the famous 3rd Armored Division that spearheaded
the American advance from Normandy into Germany. Cooper served as an ordnance officer with the forward elements and was responsible for
coordinating the recovery and repair of damaged American tanks. This was a dangerous job that often required him to travel alone through enemy
territory, and the author recalls his service with pride, downplaying his role in the vast effort that kept the American forces well equipped and supplied.
. . . [Readers] will be left with an indelible impression of the importance of the support troops and how dependent combat forces were on
them.”—Library Journal “As an alumnus of the 3rd, I eagerly awaited this book’s coming out since I heard of its release . . . and the wait and the
book have both been worth it. . . . Cooper is a very polished writer, and the book is very readable. But there is a certain quality of ‘you are there’
many other memoirs do not seem to have. . . . Nothing in recent times—ridgerunning in Korea, firebases in Vietnam, or even the one hundred hours
of Desert Storm—pressed the ingenuity and resolve of American troops . . . like WWII. This book lays it out better than any other recent effort, and
should be part of the library of any contemporary warrior.”—Stephen Sewell, Armor Magazine “Cooper’s writing and recall of harrowing events
is superb and engrossing. Highly recommended.”—Robert A. Lynn, The Stars and Stripes “This detailed story will become a classic of WWII
history and required reading for anyone interested in armored warfare.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “[Death Traps] fills a critical gap in
WWII literature. . . . It’s a truly unique and valuable work.”—G.I. Journal
Tanks in the Vietnam War. MOUNTED COMBAT. That element of tactical operations which involves tactical maneuver forces fighting while
mounted in either ground combat vehicles or armed Army aircraft as the principal means of accomplishinga land force mission. Mounted combat is
normally conducted with a force that includes tanks, armored cavalry, air cavalry, and mechanized units supported on the battlefield by mobile
artillery and engineers and by a mobile combat service support system
Operation 'Totalize I' was arguably the finest feat of Allied armored action in two world wars; at the same time it is arguably the least studied and
publicized. On 7 August 1944, the Canadian Army, reinforced with British Army units, sent four armored columns south of Caen to close the Falaise
gap. Driving through the night, the British tanks reached their objectives behind German lines and linked up with their Canadian compatriots. In the
German counter-attack that followed, the British smashed the elite Tiger-equipped Wittman Troop. Operation 'Totalize I' was a complete success
and sealed the fate of the German forces now trapped in the Falaise Pocket. Using eyewitness accounts from tank crews and infantry, Ken Tout reveals
how 'Totalize' was the finest feat of Allied armored action.Paperback - 7-3/4" x 5" - 192 pages - 50 b/w
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A highly illustrated and comprehensive reference guide to more than 240 tanks and armored fighting vehicles from 1915 to the present day. Illustrated
throughout with photographs and detailed artworks showing every aspect of the featured military vehicles. Includes a full specification table for each
machine, detailing armament, crew, dimensions, weight, speed, range, engine types, and power output. -Tanks and Armored Fighting Vehicles
Eagle Troop and the Battle of 73 Easting
A Tank Commander's Story
A History of the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry, 1900–1946
Take These Men
The Adventures of a Sherman Tank Driver in the Pacific
Death Traps

After its introduction during the First World War, the tank revolutionised warfare, and proved to be a terrifying and efficient
machine of war. Kenneth Macksey provides a study of the policy-makers and tank strategists, the technical and tactical
development, as well as presenting the story of the tank on the battlefield the split-second decisions, the battle-weary
crews and the endless mud in this fascinating and detailed account of tank warfare.
This account, following on from Unicorns - The History of the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry 1794- 1899, covers the
Regiments war service between 1900 and 1945.During the Boer War the SRY formed part of the first volunteer unit to
see active service overseas fighting the Boer Commandos as cavalry. For its role in the ill-fated 1915 Gallipoli campaign,
the Regiment was awarded the Kings Colour and then fought Allenbys victorious campaign against the Turks.During the
Second World War the Regiment initially saw service in Palestine, at the siege of Tobruk and the fall of Crete. After
acting as Special Forces in Ethiopia, they were converted to armour and fought through from Alamein to Tripoli before
returning to North-west Europe for D-Day and the advance to Germany. In so doing they won thirty Battle Honours and
159 awards including eighty-three for gallantry.General Sir Brian Horrocks later wrote no armoured regiment can show a
finerrecord of hard fighting. Hence the title of this invaluable regimental history.
Tank Commander Sgt Trevor Greenwood of C Squadron, the 9th Royal Tank Regiment, sailed for France in June 1944
as part of the Allied invasion of Normandy. From D-Day until April 1945, he kept a daily diary of his experiences of the
final push through France and into Germany, often writing in secret and in terrible conditions. Under fire, outgunned and
facing a bitter winter, he never loses his moral compass or his sense of humour - finding time to brew tea and maintain
morale with characterful British reserve.He writes candidly of his frustration and despair of seeing Bomber Command
mistakenly bomb Allied lines near Caen (August 1944), the liberation of Le Havre (September 1944), the fighting around
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Roosendaal, Holland (October 1944), the reception of soldiers by the Dutch families on whom they were billeted
(December 1944), and concludes with 'mopping up' operations in northern Germany (April 1945). His astonishing diary
has left us a unique record of the war in Europe from the rarely-seen perspective of an ordinary soldier.An accompanying
essay about the tank battles of Normandy by Duxford Museum's tank expert provide added value.
'One of the best half-dozen personal accounts of the Normandy campaign' - Richard Holmes Stuart Hills embarked his
Sherman DD tank on to an LCT at 6.45 a.m., Sunday 4 June 1944. He was 20 years old, unblooded, fresh from a publicschool background and Officer Cadet training. He was going to war. Two days later, his tank sunk, he and his crew
landed from a rubber dinghy with just the clothes they stood in. After that, the struggles through the Normandy bocage in
a replacement tank (of the non-swimming variety), engaging the enemy in a constant round of close encounters, led to a
swift mastering of the art of tank warfare and remarkable survival in the midst of carnage and destruction. His story of
that journey through hell to victory makes for compulsive reading.
Vehicle History and Specification
Hard Fighting
Cutthroats
Tank Driver
The Fires of Babylon
An Account of Tank Warfare in the Western Desert, November-December 1941
Other End of the Spear
The outbreak of World War II brought many changes to Britain's Brigade of Guards. The
dress-parade units had always maintained a full combat capacity and made a relatively
easy transition into a new unit, the Guards Armoured Division. The Guards landed in
Normandy on D+4 and steadily fought their way across northern Europe. Robert Boscowan was
a tank commander in the 1st Coldstream Guards and had four tanks shot from under him. On
the fourth occasion he was badly wounded and burned, making a difficult postwar recovery.
The years after the war, however, also brought both business and political success,
culminating in a 23-year career in Parliament. Boscowan's account of Britain's elite at
war is based on his wartime diaries.
Normandy 1944. Like most of his comrades, Ken Tout was just 20 years old. Not until many
years later did he feel able to gather their memoirs in three Hale books, Tank!, Tanks,
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Advance!, and To Hell with Tanks!. Now these adventures are condensed into this one
continuous narrative. Follow the ordinary young lads of the Northamptonshire Yeomanry
through the massive enemy defenses on Bourguebus Ridge, to the snows of the Ardennes, to
the night crossing of the River Rhine, and finally to Grote Kerk, where they celebrated
with liberated Dutch citizens. They were not professional soldiers but young conscripts
willing to "do their bit," knowing that their Shermans were outgunned by the enemy's much
heavier Tiger and Panther tanks. By Tank: D Day to VE Days vividly recalls, in one
complete volume, the whole experience of battle with utter authenticity: the fear,
confusion, boredom, excitement, and grief.
On 26 February 1991, cavalry troops of “Cougar Squadron,” the 2nd Squadron of the 2nd
Armored Cavalry Regiment, charged out of a sandstorm during Operation Desert Storm and
caught Iraq’s Republican Guard Corps in the open desert along the North-South grid line
of a military map referred to as the “73 Easting.” Taken by surprise, the defending Iraqi
armor brigade was swept away in salvos of American tank and missile fire in what became
the U.S. Army’s largest tank battle since World War II. Douglas Macgregor, the man who
trained and led Cougar Squadron into battle, recounts two stories. One is the inspiring
tale of the valiant American soldiers, sergeants, lieutenants, and captains who fought
and won the battle. The other is a story of failed generalship, one that explains why
Iraq’s Republican Guard escaped, ensuring that Saddam Hussein’s regime survived and
America’s war with Iraq dragged on. Certain to provoke debate, this is the latest book
from the controversial and influential military veteran whose two previous books,
Breaking the Phalanx and Transformation Under Fire, are credited with influencing
thinking and organization inside America’s ground forces and figure prominently in
current discussions about military strategy and defense policies. Its fast-moving battle
narrative, told from the vantage point of Macgregor’s Abrams tank, and its detailed
portraits of American soldiers, along with vivid descriptions of the devastating
technology of mounted warfare, will captivate anyone with a taste for adventure as well
as an interest in contemporary military history.
Great Britain had introduced the tank to the world during World War I, and maintained its
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lead in armoured warfare with the 'Experimental Mechanised Force' during the late 1920s,
watched with interest by German advocates of Blitzkrieg. Despite these successes, the
Experimental Mechanised Force was disbanded in the 1930s, making Britain relatively
unprepared for World War II, both in terms of armoured doctrine and equipment. This fully
illustrated new study examines the men who crewed the tanks of Britain's armoured force
during World War II, which was only four battalions large in 1939. It looks at the
recruitment and training of the vast numbers of men required, their equipment, appearance
and combat experience in every theatre of the war as the British armoured division sought
to catch up with the German Panzers.
British Tank Crewman 1939-45
Armor on the beaches of Normandy and southern France
With the 11th Armored from the Battle of the Bulge to VE Day
The Untold Story of a Fighting General and His Spearhead Tank Division's Charge into the
Third Reich
The Diaries of a British Tank Commander
Cromwell Tank
The Ardennes
A gripping account of the Second World War, from the perspective of a young tank commander. In 1944, David
Render was a nineteen-year-old second lieutenant fresh from Sandhurst when he was sent to France. Joining the
Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry five days after the D-Day landings, the combat-hardened men he was sent to
command did not expect him to last long. However, in the following weeks of ferocious fighting in which more
than 90 per cent of his fellow tank commanders became casualties, his ability to emerge unscathed from
countless combat engagements earned him the nickname of the 'Inevitable Mr Render'. In Tank Action Render
tells his remarkable story, spanning every major episode of the last year of the Second World War from the
invasion of Normandy to the fall of Germany. Ultimately it is a story of survival, comradeship and the ability to
stand up and be counted as a leader in combat.
The thrilling, edge-of-your-seat true story of one soldier's Special Forces operations in the Falklands War
'BRILLIANT. A ROLLERCOASTER OF BLISTERING ACTION, SURVIVAL AND BEHIND-THE-LINES DARING'
DAMIEN LEWIS ________ THE BIGGEST SINGLE LOSS OF LIFE FOR THE SAS SINCE WORLD WAR TWO . . .
1982, the British task force sails to liberate the Falkland Islands. Aboard: SAS D Squadron, determined to make
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their mark. No one more so than Mark 'Splash' Aston. But they have barely seen action when their Sea King
helicopter crashes in freezing South Atlantic waters, killing 22 of Mark's comrades. The last out of the sinking
wreck, he suffers a broken neck. But defying medical evacuation orders, Mark sneaks off ship, re-joins his SAS
comrades to land on a mountain near Port Stanley - to defend it against days of attacks by Argentine special
forces . . . SAS Sea King Down is a pulse-pounding account of D-Squadron's tragic loss and subsequent heroic
stand in one of the most hostile places on Earth. A story told by a man who barely survived to tell it. ________ 'A
gripping untold story of heroism, hardship and sacrifice within the SAS' BEAR GRYLLS 'Gripping, fast moving
and completely authentic. A brilliant piece of work. Better than Bravo Two Zero' - Mike Rose, former
Commanding Officer of the SAS
Illustrated with 60 maps, plans and diagrams Reconnaissance and counter-reconnaissance are battlefield
missions as old as military history itself and missions for which many armies have created specialized units to
perform. In most cases, these units were trained, equipped, and used differently from the majority of an army’s
fighting units. Horse cavalry performed these missions for centuries, for it had speed and mobility far in excess
of main battle units. Once the horse was replaced by mechanization, however, the mobility advantage once
enjoyed by the horse cavalry disappeared. Since the early 20th century, the search for the proper mix of
equipment, the proper organization, and the proper employment of reconnaissance units has bedeviled armies
around the world. This survey uses a diverse variety of historical cases to illustrate the enduring issues that
surround the equipping, organizing, and employment of reconnaissance units. It seems that these specialized
units are either too heavily or too lightly equipped and too narrowly specialized or too conventionally organized.
Pre-war reconnaissance doctrines tend to undergo significant change once fighting begins, leading to postconflict analysis that reconnaissance units were “misused” in one way or another. McGrath ends his study with
an intriguing conclusion about the role that specialized reconnaissance units should have in the future that may
surprise many readers.
Bill Bellamy was a young officer in the 8th King's Royal Irish Hussars from 1943 to 1955. He served in 7th
Armoured Division in the North West Europe campaign, landing in Normandy on D+3, fought throughout the
Battle for Normandy and into the Low Countries as a troop leader in Cromwell tanks, and was latterly a member
of the initial occupying force in Berlin in May 1945. Against the rules, Bill kept diaries and notes of his
experiences. His account is fresh and open, and his descriptions of battle are vivid. He witnessed many of his
contemporaries killed in action, and this life-altering experience clearly informs his narrative. The accounts of
tank fighting in the leafy Normandy bocage in the height of summer, or in the iron hard fields of Holland in
winter, are graphic and compelling.
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The Panzer Killers
Armored Force Field Manual
Warrior's Rage
SAS: Sea King Down
Steeds of Steel
The Tank Battle at Kursk, the Largest Clash of Armor in History

A riveting true story of tank warfare in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm under the
command of Captain H. R. McMaster. As a new generation of main battle tanks came onto the
line during the 1980s, neither the United States nor the USSR had the chance to pit them
in combat. But once the Cold War between the superpowers waned, Iraq’s Saddam Hussein
provided the chance with his invasion of Kuwait. Finally the new US M1A1 tank would see
how it fared against the vaunted Soviet-built T-72. On the morning of August 2, 1990,
Iraqi armored divisions invaded the tiny emirate of Kuwait. The Iraqi Army, after its
long war with Iran, had more combat experience than the US Army. Who knew if America’s
untested forces could be shipped across the world and then contest the battle-hardened
Iraqis on their home ground? The Kuwaitis had collapsed easily enough, but the invasion
drew fierce condemnation from the United Nations, which demanded Hussein’s withdrawal.
Undeterred by the rhetoric, the Iraqi dictator massed his forces along the Saudi Arabian
border and dared the world to stop him. In response, the United States led the world
community in a coalition of 34 nations in what became known as Operation Desert Storm—a
violent air and ground campaign to eject the Iraqis from Kuwait. Leading this charge into
Iraq were the men of Eagle Troop in the US Army’s 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment. Commanded
by then-Captain H. R. McMaster—who would go on to serve as National Security Advisor in
the Trump administration—Eagle Troop was the lead element of the US VII Corps’ advance
into Iraq. On February 26, 1991, Eagle Troop encountered the Tawakalna Brigade of Iraq’s
elite Republican Guard. By any calculation, the 12 American tanks didn’t stand a chance.
Yet within a mere 23 minutes, the M1A1 tanks of Eagle Troop destroyed more than 50 enemy
vehicles and plowed a hole through the Iraqi front. History would call it the Battle of
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73 Easting. Based on hours of interviews and archival research by renowned author Mike
Guardia, this minute-by-minute account of the US breakthrough reveals an intimate, noholds-barred account of modern warfare.
The British Army's Challenger II Main Battle Tank is one of the most awesome war machines
ever built. In March 2003, three Squadrons of Challenger 2s from the Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, part of Britain's 7th Armoured Brigade, the fabled Desert Rats, gathered in
Southern Iraq to prepare for battle.The Army's newest Big Guns were going to war for the
first time. But Operation TELIC was a war which the Challenger 2, designed to operate in
the fog and mud of the Central European Plain, had never been expected to fight. And one
that would quickly break every rule of tank warfare including the golden maxim: never
take a tank into a town. In Main Battle Tank, author Niall Edworthy, granted
unprecedented access to the Scots DGs, tells the story of an extraordinary chapter in the
history of British Army. From the terrifying rescue of a stricken Challenger 2 and
countless nerve-shredding raids into Basra and Az Zubyar, to the biggest tank engagement
fought by the British since the end of WWII, Main Battle Tank is the brutal, blistering
true story of a war that tested man and machine to the bloody limit.
Tank Driver is the story of a young man's combat initiation in World War II. Based on
letters home, the sparse narrative has the immediacy of on-the-spot reporting. Ted
Hartman was a teenager when he was sent overseas to drive a Sherman tank into combat to
face the desperate German counterattack known as the Battle of the Bulge. Hartman gives a
riveting account of the shifting tides of battle and the final Allied breakout. He tells
about the concentration camps, the spectacle of the defeated Germans, and the dramatic
encounter with Russian soldiers in Austria that marked combat's end. This is a vivid,
personal account of some of the most dramatic fighting of World War II.
Few accounts of the tank battles in the Western Desert during the Second World War have
provided so vivid an evocation as Cyril Joly's classic account Take These Men. In such
inhospitable conditions, this was armoured warfare of a particularly difficult and
dangerous kind. From 1940 to 1943 battles raged back and forth as one side or the other
gained the upper hand, only to lose it again. Often the obsolescent British armour was
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outnumbered by the Italians or outgunned by Rommel's Afrika Korps, and frequently it
suffered from the ineptitudes of higher command. Cyril Joly's first-hand narrative of
these campaigns, highly praised when it was originally published in 1955, tells the story
through the eyes of a young officer in the 7th Armoured Division, the famous Desert Rats.
It describes in accurate, graphic detail the experience of tank warfare over seventy
years ago, recalling the fortitude of the tank crews and their courage in the face of
sometimes overwhelming odds.
A Marine Corps Tank Commander in Viet Nam
Memoirs of a Red Army Tank Commander
Seek, Strike, and Destroy
The Battle of Prokhorovka
Panzer Destroyer
Armoured Guardsman
A Fine Night for Tanks
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