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Sociolinguistic Theory Linguistic Variation And Its Social
This volume explores how the patterning of surface variation can shed light on the
grammatical representation of variable phenomena. The authors explore variation in
several domains, addressing intra- and inter-dialectal patterns, using diverse sources of
data including corpora of naturally-occurring speech and judgment studies, and
drawing on lesser-studied varieties of familiar languages, such as Northwest British
Englishes and varieties of Canadian French. Ultimately, the contributions serve to
expand our understanding of the nature of the mental representations and abstract
processes required to support variation in language. Originally published as special
issue of Linguistic Variation 16:2 (2016)
The study of how language varies in social context, and how it can be analyzed and
accounted for, are the key goals of sociolinguistics. Until now, however, the actual
tools and methods have been largely passed on through 'word of mouth', rather than
being formally documented. This is the first comprehensive 'how to' guide to the
formal analysis of sociolinguistic variation. It shows step-by-step how the analysis is
carried out, leading the reader through every stage of a research project from start to
finish. Topics covered include fieldwork, data organization and management, analysis
and interpretation, presenting research results, and writing up a paper. Practical and
informal, the book contains all the information needed to conduct a fully-fledged
sociolinguistic investigation, and includes exercises, checklists, references and insider
tips. It is set to become an essential resource for students, researchers and fieldworkers
embarking on research projects in sociolinguistics.
This book represents a synchronic sociolinguistic analysis of gender-related variation
in the speech of English and Romanian adolescents. It is motivated by the belief that
variation is a characteristic of natural language, and that a comprehensive
understanding of language must include a grasp of the nature and function of
variation. The book analyses sociolinguistic features of adolescent speech that occur in
natural, spontaneous, everyday speech, thus representing a major contribution to the
study of language in its social context.
This book challenges the predominance of mainstream sociolinguistic theories by
focusing on lesser known sociolinguistic systems, from regions of Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean, South America, the European Mediterranean, and Slavic regions as well as
specific speech communities such as those speaking Nivkh, Jamaican Creole, North
Saami, and Central Yup’ik. In nineteen chapters, the specialist authors look at key
sociolinguistic aspects of each region or speech community, such as gender, politeness
strategies, speech patterns and the effects of social hierarchy on language,
concentrating on the differences from mainstream models. The volume, introduced by
Miriam Meyerhoff, has been written by the leading expert of each specific region or
community and includes contributions by Rajend Mesthrie, Marc Greenberg and
Daming Xu. This publication draws together connections across regions/communities
and considers how mainstream sociolinguistics is incomplete or lacking. It reveals how
lesser-known cultures can play an important role in the building of theory in
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sociolinguistics. Globalising Sociolinguistics is essential reading for any researcher in
sociolinguistics and language variation and will be a key reference for advanced
sociolinguistics courses.
Variationist Sociolinguistics
Authority and Multifunctional Humour in a Dublin Sports Club
Italian Contributions to the Sociolinguistic Theory
Sociolinguistics
Sociolinguistics in England
The Effects of Social Organization and Social Setting
The contributions of this book deal with the issue of language
variation. They all share the assumption that within the language
faculty the variation space is hierarchically constrained and that
minimal changes in the set of property values defining each language
give rise to diverse outputs within the same system. Nevertheless, the
triggers for language variation can be different and located at
various levels of the language faculty. The novelty of the volume lies
in exploring different loci of language variation by including wideranging empirical perspectives that cover different levels of analysis
(syntax, phonology and prosody) and deal with different kinds of data,
mostly from Romance and Germanic languages, from dialects, idiolects,
language acquisition, language attrition and creolization, analyzed
from both diachronic and synchronic perspectives. The volume is
divided in three parts. The first part is dedicated to synchronic
variation in phonology and syntax; the second part deals with
diachronic variation and language change, and the third part
investigates the role of contact, attrition and acquisition in giving
rise to language change and language variation in bilingual settings.
This volume is a useful tool for linguistics of diverse theoretical
persuasions working on theoretical and comparative linguistics and to
anyone interested in language variation, language change,
dialectology, language acquisition and typology.
This work presents a critical synthesis of sociolinguistics, centring
on the study of language variation and change. It opens with a
discussion of the linguistic variable and its historical methodology
and theoretical significance
Stancetaking-or speaker positioning-is central to communication. This
collected volume explores stancetaking as a sociolinguistic
phenomenon, looking at how speakers use language to position
themselves and others and exploring how speakers and writers make use
of and sometimes transform the meaning of sociolinguistic variables in
their acts of stance.
Nancy C. Dorian's examination of the fisherfolk Gaelic spoken in a
Highland Scottish village offers a number of explanations for delayed
recognition of linguistic variation unrelated to social class or other
social sub-groups.
Investigating Variation
Linguistic Variation in the Minimalist Framework
The Locus of Linguistic Variation
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Sociolinguistics and Social Theory
The Description of Linguistic Variation
The Handbook of Dialectology
This book explores the ways in which linguistic variation and complex
social practices interact toward the formation of male interactional
identities in a sports club in Dublin, illustrating the affordances of
studying sporting contexts in contributing to advancing
sociolinguistic theory. Adopting a participant-informed ethnographic
approach, the book examines both the social interactional contexts
within the club and the sociopragmatic and sociophonetic features
which contribute to the different performances of masculinity in and
outside the club. The volume focuses particularly on the linguistic
analysis of humor and its multifunctional uses as a means of
establishing solidarity and social ties but also aggression,
competitiveness, and status within the social world of this club as
well as similar such clubs across Ireland. The book’s unique approach
is intended to complement and build on existing sociolinguistic
studies looking at linguistic variation in groups by supporting
quantitative data with ethnographically informed insights to look at
social meaning in interaction from micro-, meso-, and macro-levels.
This book will be of particular interesting to graduate students and
scholars in sociolinguistics, language, gender, and sexuality, and
language and identity.
An important new study of the social meaning of sociolinguistic
variation.
This volume provides a broad coverage of the intersection of
sociolinguistic variation and language acquisition. Favoured by the
current scientific context where interdisciplinarity is particularly
encouraged, the chapters bring to light the complementarity between
the social and cognitive approaches to language acquisition. The book
integrates sociolinguistic and psycholinguistic issues by bringing
together scholars who have been developing conceptions of language
acquisition across the lifespan that take into account languageinternal and cross-linguistic variation in contexts of both first and
second language acquisition as well as of first and second dialect
acquisition. The volume brings together theoretical and empirical
research and provides an excellent basis for scholars and students
wanting to delve into the social and cognitive dimensions of both the
production and perception of sociolinguistic variation. The book
enables the reader to understand, on the one hand, how variation is
acquired in childhood or at a later stage and, on the other, how
perception and production feed into one another, thus building up our
understanding of the social meanings underpinning language variation.
The empirical and descriptive strengths of sociolinguistics, developed
over more than 40 years of research, have not been matched by an
active engagement with theory. Yet, over this time, social theorising
has taken important new turns, linked in many ways to linguistic and
discursive concerns. Sociolinguistics and Social Theory is the first
book to explore the interface between sociolinguistic analysis and
modern social theory. The book sets out to reunite sociolinguistics
Page 3/10

Download File PDF Sociolinguistic Theory Linguistic Variation And Its
Social
with the concepts and perspectives of several of the most influential
modern theorists of society and social action, including Bakhtin,
Foucault, Habermas, Sacks, Goffman, Bourdieu and Giddens. In eleven
newly commissioned chapters, leading sociolinguists reappraise the
theoretical framing of their research, reaching out beyond
conventional limits. The authors propose significant new orientations
to key sociolinguistic themes, including- - social motivations for
language variation and change - language, power and authority language and ageing - language, race and class - language planning In
substantial introductory and concluding chapters, the editors and
invited discussants reassess the boundaries of sociolinguistic theory
and the priorities of sociolinguistic methods. Sociolinguistics and
Social Theory encourages students and researchers of sociolinguistics
to be more reflexively aware and critical of the social bases of their
analyses and invites a reasessment of the place sociolinguistics
occupies in the social sciences generally.
Sociolinguistic Perspectives
Sociolinguistic Styles
Theoretical Approaches to Linguistic Variation
Linguistics: The Cambridge Survey: Volume 4, Language: The SocioCultural Context
Variation in Linguistic Systems
Style refers to ways of speaking - how speakers use the resource of language variation to
make meaning in social encounters. This 2007 book develops a coherent theoretical approach
to style in sociolinguistics, illustrated with copious examples. It explains how speakers project
different social identities and create different social relationships through their style choices,
and how speech-style and social context inter-relate. Style therefore refers to the wide range of
strategic actions and performances that speakers engage in, to construct themselves and their
social lives. Coupland draws on and integrates a wide variety of contemporary sociolinguistic
research as well as his own extensive research in this field. The emphasis is on how social
meanings are made locally, in specific relationships, genres, groups and cultures, and on
studying language variation as part of the analysis of spoken discourse.
Variationist Sociolinguistics: Change, Observation, Interpretation presents a comprehensive,
intermediate level examination of Language Variation and Change, the branch of
sociolinguistics concerned with linguistic variation in spoken and written language. Represents
the most up-to-date coverage of the history, developments, and methodologies of variationist
sociolinguistics Addresses all aspects of linguistic variation, including areas not usually
covered in introductory texts, e.g. the phonological, morpho-syntactic, discourse/pragmatic
Outlines comparative sociolinguistic approach, data collection, methodological issues; and
addresses state-of-the-art contemporary quantitative methods and statistical practice Features
cutting-edge research at an appropriate level to facilitate student learning Engages students
throughout with a variety of pedagogical features, including Mini Quizzes to test
comprehension, extensive Exercises at the end of each chapter, the opportunity to do handson quantitative analysis of a never-before published data set, and Notes and Tips that offer
insight into conducting sociolinguistic research. Extra materials and answers to the exercises
are available at www.wiley.com/go/tagliamonte
Sociolinguistics and Second Language Acquisition is a comprehensive textbook that bridges
the gap between the fields of sociolinguistics and second language acquisition, exploring the
variety of ways in which social context influences the acquisition of a second language. It
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reviews basic principles of sociolinguistics, provides a unified account of the multiple
theoretical approaches to social factors in second languages, summarizes the growing body of
empirical research, including examples of findings from a wide range of second languages,
and discusses the application of sociolinguistics to the second language classroom. Written for
an audience that extends beyond specialists in the field, complete with summary tables,
additional readings, discussion questions, and application activities throughout, this volume will
serve as the ideal textbook for advanced undergraduate or graduate students of second
language acquisition and instruction, and will also be of interest to researchers in the fields of
second language acquisition, second language instruction and sociolinguistics.
The 'third wave' of variation study, spearheaded by the sociolinguist Penelope Eckert, places
its focus on social meaning, or the inferences that can be drawn about speakers based on how
they talk. While social meaning has always been a concern of modern sociolinguistics, its aims
and assumptions have not been explicitly spelled out until now. This pioneering book provides
a comprehensive overview of the central tenets of variation study, examining several
components of dialects, and considering language use in a wide variety of cultural and
linguistic contexts. Each chapter, written by a leader in the field, posits a unique theoretical
claim about social meaning and presents new empirical data to shed light on the topic at hand.
The volume makes a case for why attending to social meaning is vital to the study of variation
while also providing a foundation from which variationists can productively engage with social
meaning.
Style
Linguistic Universals and Language Variation
Sociolinguistic Variation
Confronting Fact and Theory
Stance
Social Meaning and Linguistic Variation

An indispensable guide to the newest and most searching ideas about language in
society.
This book argues that major patterns of variation across languages are structured by
general principles of efficiency in language use and communication, an approach that
has far-reaching theoretical consequences for issues such as ease of processing,
language universals, complexity, and competing and cooperating principles.
Divided into three main sections on Phonology, Syntax and Semantics, this new
volume on variation in French aims to provide a snapshot of the state of sociolinguistic
research inside and outside metropolitan France. From a diatopic perspective, varieties
in France, Belgium, Switzerland, Africa and Canada are considered, mainly with respect
to phonological features but also focusing on syntactic and lexical evolutions (the
relative clause in Ivorian French and discourse markers in Canadian French). The
acquisition of stylistic features of French figures in chapters on both first and second
language learners and variation across different genres is addressed with respect to
non-standard non-finite forms. Finally, a section on semantic change traces the way
that interactional and other socio-historical factors affect word meaning. The volume
will appeal to (socio-)linguists with an interest in contemporary French as well as to
advanced undergraduates and post-graduate students of French and specialists in the
field.
This book presents an overview of sociolinguistic research in England. Showcasing
developments in sociolinguistic theory, method and application, the chapters examine
sociolinguistic topics on different linguistic levels and in different geographical areas
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across the country. Allowing the reader to engage with contemporary research in the
field, each chapter is unique in the topic or geographical area explored. Topics include
historical sociolinguistics, British Sign Language, lexical variation, life-span change,
and variation and innovation in urban and peripheral areas; while the regions covered
range from Cornwall to West Cumbria. Edited and authored by a range of international
scholars, this is sure to be a key research resource for students and scholars interested
in language use in England.
Theories, Methods, and Applications
Linguistic Variation and Social Practices of Normative Masculinity
Variation and Change in Postcolonial Contexts
The SAGE Handbook of Sociolinguistics
Sociolinguistic Variation and Language Acquisition across the Lifespan
Language Variation and Identity

The Handbook of Language Variation and Change, written by a
distinguished international roster of contributors, reflects the vitality
and growth of the discipline in its multifaceted pursuits. It is a
convenient, hand-held repository of the essential knowledge about the
study of language variation and change. Written by internationally
recognized experts in the field. Reflects the vitality and growth of the
discipline. Discusses the ideas that drive the field and is illustrated
with empirical studies. Includes explanatory introductions which set
out the boundaries of the field and place each of the chapters into
perspective.
The volume explores the relationship between linguistic universals
and language variation. The contributions identify the recurrent
patterns and principles behind the complex spectrum of observable
variation. As a whole, the volume bridges the gap between crosslinguistic variation, regional variation, diachronic variation, contactinduced variation as well as socially conditioned variation.
Fundamental methodological and theoretical issues of variation
research are addressed.
Designed for beginning undergraduates studying for degrees in
English, this textbook provides an introduction to a range of
sociolinguistic theories and the insights they provide for a greater
understanding of varieties of English, past and present. Drawing on
both qualitative and quantitative approaches to sociolinguistic
variation, the book provides a systematic overview such topics
as:*'English' as a social and as a linguistic concept*English speech
communities*Social and regional dialectology in relation to varieties
of English*English historical sociolinguistics, from Old English to late
Modern English*Sociolinguistics and change in English*Outcomes of
contact involving varieties of English*English and language
planning*English, sociolinguistics and linguistic theory.The book
contains data drawn from studies of English as it is used around the
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world. Throughout, there is an emphasis on facilitating a deeper
understanding of linguistic variation in English and the social, political
and cultural contexts in which speakers and writers of English
operate.
Sociolinguistic TheoryWiley-Blackwell
Sociolinguistic Variation in Contemporary French
Learning to Use Language in Context
Change, Observation, Interpretation
Theorizing the Third Wave
Globalising Sociolinguistics
Meaning and Linguistic Variation
Linguistic Variation: Confronting Fact and Theory honors Shana Poplack in bringing
together contributions from leading scholars in language variation and change. The book
demonstrates how variationist methodology can be applied to the study of linguistic
structures and processes. It introduces readers to variation theory, while also providing an
overview of current debates on the linguistic, cognitive and sociocultural factors involved
in linguistic patterning. With its coverage of a diverse range of language varieties and
linguistic problems, this book offers new quantitative analyses of actual language
production and processing from both top experts and emerging scholars, and presents
students and practitioners with theoretical frameworks to meaningfully engage in
accountable research practice.
This Handbook answers a long-standing need for an up-to-date, comprehensive,
international, in-depth critical survey of the history, trajectory, data, results and key figures
involved in sociolinguistics. The result is a work of unprecedented coverage and insight. It
is all here, from the foundational contributions to the field to the impact of new media, new
technologies of communication, globalization, trans-border fluidities and agendas of
research.
This volume addresses recent issues concerning language change and standardization in
postcolonial settings. The book brings together experts from North America, Africa, Asia
and the insular areas of Australia and Trinidad and Tobago, and discusses aspects of
language variation in the emergence of new varieties. The approaches range from
linguistic diagnostics and related methodologies to the most accredited interpretative
theories on the evolution of New Englishes. The book includes a section on emerging
varieties of English in new media, and special focus has been given to those new varieties
of Philippine and Nigerian English spoken in a non-canonical post-colonial context
represented by the city of Turin, Italy. The result is a collection of studies that illuminate
issues of language variability from different perspectives in order to contribute to the
lengthy debate on language contact, diversification, speciation and standardization.
Sociolinguistic Styles presents a new and in-depth, historically rooted overview of the
phenomenon of style-shifting in sociolinguistic variation. Written by an internationally
acclaimed expert in the field, the text explores why, where and when it occurs. Full
examination of the complex phenomenon of style-shifting in sociolinguistics, focusing on
its nature and social motivations, as well as on the mechanisms for its usage and its
effects In-depth, up-to-date critical overview of the different theoretical approaches
accounting for stylistic variation, exploring their historical roots not only in sociolinguistics
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and stylistics or semiotics but also in classical fields such as rhetoric and oratory
Coverage of a wide range of related concepts and issues, from the oldest Greek ethos
and pathos or Roman elocutio and pronuntiatio to the contemporary enregisterment,
stylisation, stance, or crossing Written by an academic who has been instrumental in
developing theory in this area of sociolinguistics
The Handbook of Language Variation and Change
Cross-Linguistic Variation and Efficiency
Linguistic Variation and Change
Gender-Related Variation in the Speech of English and Romanian Adolescents
Introduction to English Sociolinguistics
Linguistic Variation
The Romance languages offer a particularly fertile ground for the exploration of the relationship
between language and society in different social contexts and communities. Focusing on a wide
range of Romance languages – from national languages to minoritised varieties – this volume
explores questions concerning linguistic diversity and multilingualism, language contact,
medium and genre, variation and change. It will interest researchers and policy-makers alike.
This study of sociolinguistic variation examines the relation between social identity and ways of
speaking. Studying variations in language not only reveals a great deal about speakers' strategies
with respect to variables such as social class, gender, ethnicity and age, it also affords us the
opportunity to observe linguistic change in progress. The volume brings together leading experts
from a range of disciplines to create a broad perspective on the study of style and variation.
Beginning with an introduction to theoretical issues, the book goes on to discuss key approaches
to stylistic variation in spoken language, including such issues as attention paid to speech,
audience design, identity construction, the corpus study of register, genre, distinctiveness and
the anthropological study of style. Rigorous and engaging, this book will become the standard
work on stylistic variation. It will be welcomed by students and academics in sociolinguistics,
English language, dialectology, anthropology and sociology.
In this book, leading scholars consider the ways in which syntactic variation can be accounted
for in a minimalist framework. They explore the theoretical significance, content, and role of
parameters; whether or not variation should be strongly or weakly accounted for by syntactic
factors; and the explicitness - or lack thereof - should be assumed with respect to the conditions
imposed by narrow syntax. The book is divided into two parts. The first part contains chapters
that consider the term 'parameter' to be a relevant theoretical notion under minimalist tenets. In
the second part, on the other hand, chapters either argue that the term parameter amounts to no
more than a label to describe variation, or assign it a less prominent role. Instead, language
variation is attributed to sociolinguistic factors, language contact, frequency of use, or simply to
options in the externalization of abstract syntactic relations. The book offers a valuable overview
of the different approaches adopted in the study of language variation phenomena, and will
appeal to theoretical linguists of all persuasions from graduate level upwards.
Parameters of linguistic variation were originally conceived, within the chomskyan Principles
and Parameters Theory, as UG-determined options that were associated with grammatical
principles and had a rich deductive structure. This characterization of parametric differences
among languages has changed significantly over the years, especially so with the advent of
Minimalism. This book collects a representative sample of current generative research on the
status, origin and size of parameters. Often taking diverging views, the papers in the volume
address some or all of the main debated topics in parametric syntax: i.e. are parameters provided
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by UG, or do they constitute emergent properties arising from points of underspecification?; in
which component(s) of the language faculty are parameters to be found?; do clustering effects
actually hold across languages?; do macroparameters exist alongside microparameters?; are
there parameter hierarchies?; which is the origin and role of parameters in the process of
language acquisition? The volume is organized into two parts. Part I ("The nature of variation
and parameters") brings together studies whose main goal is to discuss general issues related to
parameters (or variation more generally). Part II ("Parameters in the analysis of language
variation: case studies") includes a number of works that deal with the empirical basis and
proper formulation of well-known particular parameters: the Null Subject Parameter, the NP/DP
Parameter, the Compounding Parameter, the Wh-Parameter and the Analyticity Parameter.
Style and Sociolinguistic Variation
Theoretical Debates
Data, Theory, and Analysis : Selected Papers from NWAV 23 at Stanford
Rethinking Parameters
Manual of Romance Sociolinguistics
The Third Wave in Sociolinguistics
Tying together work on a number of languages and linguistic varieties in different
locales, this book provides students and researchers with a convenient, unified
overview of variationist analysis in linguistics. Variation in Linguistic Systems takes a
theoretical and quantitative approach to the study of variation in language, focusing on
the role of language-internal constraints on variation and the relation of linguistic
variation to linguistic theory. It introduces the basic concepts of variationist linguistics
and includes key discussions on language change, language contact, the different
types of variation, multivariate analysis with GoldVarb, and variation in sound and
grammatical systems. Here is an ideal textbook for an introductory course on variation,
as well as a useful resource for scholars with some background in linguistics who are
interested in the study of language variation and its relation to the wider field of
linguistics.
Sociolinguistic Theory presents a critical synthesis of sociolinguistics, centering on the
study of language variation and change. Synthesizes the most important descriptive
and theoretical findings concerning linguistic variation from the last forty years. Provides
an integrated framework for studying language variation and its social significance.
Expands on the first edition's discussion of communicative competence and
developmental sociolinguistics. Is written by one of the world's foremost scholars in the
field of variation studies and includes data from his own work.
The Handbook of Dialectology provides an authoritative, up-to-date and unusually
broad account of the study of dialect, in one volume. Each chapter reviews essential
research, and offers a critical discussion of the past, present and future development of
the area. The volume is based on state-of-the-art research in dialectology around the
world, providing the most current work available with an unusually broad scope of
topics Provides a practical guide to the many methodological and statistical issues
surrounding the collection and analysis of dialect data Offers summaries of dialect
variation in the world's most widely spoken and commonly studied languages, including
several non-European languages that have traditionally received less attention in
general discussions of dialectology Reviews the intellectual development of the field,
including its main theoretical schools of thought and research traditions, both academic
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and applied The editors are well known and highly respected, with a deep knowledge of
this vast field of inquiry
Why does human language vary from one person, or one group, to another? How do
linguists go about studying this variation? This book provides an overview of these
questions and more, bringing together a team of experts to survey key areas within the
study of language variation and language change.
Sociolinguistic Theory
Challenging and Expanding Theory
Sociolinguistics and Second Language Acquisition
Analysing Sociolinguistic Variation
The revised edition of Sociolinguistic Theory presents a critical synthesis of sociolinguistics, centering
on the study of language variation and change. A revised introduction to sociolinguistic theory by one of
the top scholars in the field Provides a critical synthesis of sociolinguistics that centres on the study of
language variation and change, now incorporating the latest developments in the field Shows how
empirical explorations have made sociolinguistics the most stimulating field in the contemporary study
of language Discusses the linguistic variable and its significance, crucial social variables such as social
stratification, sex, and age, and the cultural significance of linguistic variation
The study of variation and change is at the heart of the sociolinguistics. Providing a wide survey of the
field, this textbook is organised around three constraints on variation: linguistic structure, social
structure and identity, and social and linguistic perception. By considering both structure and meaning,
Scott F. Kiesling examines the most important issues surrounding variation theory, including canonical
studies and terms as well as challenges to them.
This survey aims to provide a comprehensive introduction to current research in all branches of the field
of linguistics, from syntactic theory to ethnography of speaking, from signed language to the mental
lexicon. This volume concentrates on sociolinguistics and allied fields.
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