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Plato And A Platypus Walk Into A Bar Understanding
This collection of essays was the last work planned by Ayn Rand before her death in 1982. In
it, she summarizes her view of philosophy and deals with a broad spectrum of topics. According
to Ayn Rand, the choice we make is not whether to have a philosophy, but which one to have:
rational, conscious, and therefore practical; or contradictory, unidentified, and ultimately
lethal. Written with all the clarity and eloquence that have placed Ayn Rand’s Objectivist
philosophy in the mainstream of American thought, these essays range over such basic issues as
education, morality, censorship, and inflation to prove that philosophy is the fundamental
force in all our lives.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER "Ferry's openness, energy, and charm as a teacher burst through on every
page." —Wall Street Journal From the timeless wisdom of the ancient Greeks to Christianity, the
Enlightenment, existentialism, and postmodernism, Luc Ferry’s instant classic brilliantly and
accessibly explains the enduring teachings of philosophy—including its profound relevance to
modern daily life and its essential role in achieving happiness and living a meaningful life.
This lively journey through the great thinkers will enlighten every reader, young and old.
Plato's Meno and Phaedo are two of the most important works of ancient western philosophy and
continue to be studied around the world. The Meno is a seminal work of epistemology. The Phaedo
is a key source for Platonic metaphysics and for Plato's conception of the human soul. Together
they illustrate the birth of Platonic philosophy from Plato's reflections on Socrates' life and
doctrines. This edition offers new and accessible translations of both works, together with a
thorough introduction that explains the arguments of the two dialogues and their place in
Plato's thought.
A Plato Reader offers eight of Plato's best-known works--Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Meno,
Phaedo, Symposium, Phaedrus, and Republic--unabridged, expertly introduced and annotated, and
in widely admired translations by C. D. C. Reeve, G. M. A. Grube, Alexander Nehamas, and Paul
Woodruff. The collection features Socrates as its central character and a model of the examined
life. Its range allows us to see him in action in very different settings and philosophical
modes: from the elenctic Socrates of the Meno and the dialogues concerning his trial and death,
to the erotic Socrates of the Symposium and Phaedrus, to the dialectician of the Republic. Of
Reeve's translation of this final masterpiece, Lloyd P. Gerson writes, "Taking full advantage
of S. R. Slings' new Greek text of the Republic, Reeve has given us a translation both accurate
and limpid. Loving attention to detail and deep familiarity with Plato's thought are evident on
every page. Reeve's brilliant decision to cast the dialogue into direct speech produces a
compelling impression of immediacy unmatched by other English translations currently
available."
Using Philosophy (and Jokes!) to Explore Life, Death, the Afterlife, and Everything in Between
Aristotle and an Aardvark Go to Washington
Wisdom of the Great Philosophers on How to Live
From Plato and Socrates to Ethics and Metaphysics, an Essential Primer on the History of
Thought
Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar . . .
A Beginner's Guide to Corruption
"A bracing, rollicking read about the spark that ignites when people start asking meaningful questions." —O Magazine Christopher
Phillips is a man on a mission: to revive the love of questions that Socrates inspired long ago in ancient Athens. "Like a Johnny
Appleseed with a master's degree, Phillips has gallivanted back and forth across America, to cafés and coffee shops, senior centers,
assisted-living complexes, prisons, libraries, day-care centers, elementary and high schools, and churches, forming lasting
communities of inquiry" (Utne Reader). Phillips not only presents the fundamentals of philosophical thought in this "charming,
Philosophy for Dummies-type guide" (USA Today); he also recalls what led him to start his itinerant program and re-creates some of
the most invigorating sessions, which come to reveal sometimes surprising, often profound reflections on the meaning of love,
friendship, work, growing old, and others among Life's Big Questions. "How to Start Your Own Socrates Café" guide included.
Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar . . .Understanding Philosophy Through JokesPenguin
The inhabitants of Grandville are beginning to see that every event, no matter how small, influences all events that follow.
Here's an accusation - Sherlock Holmes never deduced anything. When it comes to language, it all depends on what your definition of
'is' is. And one for the existentialists - you haven't lived until you think about death all the time. Crammed with over one hundred jokes
and graced by the occasional cartoon, written in a Marxist style (Groucho's, not Karl's) and featuring frequent appearances from a
comic two-man Greek chorus, Plato and a Platypus is a hilarious romp through the classic areas of philosophy. Don't be put off by the
seriousness of the contents page, what follows is anything but.
Why Does the World Exist?: An Existential Detective Story
Big Ideas Simply Explained
A Journey to a Greek Island in Search of a Fulfilled Life
A Brief History of Thought
Macho Meditations
One Hundred and One Elephant Jokes

John Allen Paulos cleverly scrutinizes the mathematical structures of jokes, puns, paradoxes,
spoonerisms, riddles, and other forms of humor, drawing examples from such sources as
Rabelais, Shakespeare, James Beattie, René Thom, Lewis Carroll, Arthur Koestler, W. C. Fields,
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and Woody Allen. "Jokes, paradoxes, riddles, and the art of non-sequitur are revealed with
great perception and insight in this illuminating account of the relationship between humor
and mathematics."—Joseph Williams, New York Times "'Leave your mind alone,' said a Thurber
cartoon, and a really complete and convincing analysis of what humour is might spoil all jokes
forever. This book avoids that danger. What it does. . .is describe broadly several kinds of
mathematical theory and apply them to throw sidelights on how many kinds of jokes
work."—New Scientist "Many scholars nowadays write seriously about the ludicrous. Some
merely manage to be dull. A few—like Paulos—are brilliant in an odd endeavor."—Los Angeles
Times Book Review
'Intricate and crisp, witty and solemn: a book with special and dangerous properties' Hilary
Mantel on Rotherweird 'Baroque, Byzantine and beautiful - not to mention bold' - M.R. Carey
on Rotherweird WELCOME BACK TO ROTHERWEIRD For four hundred years, the town of
Rotherweird has stood alone, made independent from the rest of England to protect a deadly
secret. But someone is playing a very long game. An intricate plot, centuries in the making, is
on the move. Everything points to one objective - the resurrection of Rotherweird's dark
Elizabethan past - and to one date: the Winter Equinox. Wynter is coming . . .
What existed before the Universe was created? Where does self-worth come from? Do the ends
always justify the means? The Philosophy Book answers the most profound questions we all
have. It is your visual guide to the fundamental nature of existence, society, and how we think.
Discover what it means to be free, whether science can predict the future, or how language
shapes our thoughts. Learn about the world's greatest philosophers, from Plato and Confucius
to modern thinkers such as Chomsky and Derrida and follow charts and timelines that
graphically show the progression of ideas and logic. Written in plain English, with concise
explanations of branches of philosophy such as metaphysics and ethics, it untangles
complicated theories and makes sense of abstract concepts. It is an ideal reference whether
you're a student or a general reader, with simple explanations of big ideas, including the four
noble truths, the soul, class struggle, moral purpose, and good and evil. If you're curious about
the deeper questions in life, The Philosophy Book is both an invaluable reference and
illuminating read.
"Milwaukee - not New York, Chicago or Los Angeleswas the scene of a number of television
firsts: The Journal Company filed the very first application for a commercial TV license with
the FCC in 1938. The first female program director and news director in a major market were
both at Milwaukee stations. The city was a major battleground in the VHF vs. UHF war that
began in the 1950s. The battle to put an educational TV station on the air was fought at the
national, state and local levels by the Milwaukee Vocational School. WMVS-TV was the first
educational TV station to run a regular schedule of colorcasts, and WMVT was the site of the
first long-distance rest of a digital over-theair signal." "This detailed story of the rich history
of the city's television stations since 1930 is told through facts, anecdotes, and quotations
from the on-air talent, engineers, and managers who conceived, constructed, and put the
stations on the air. Included are discussions of the many locally-produced shows - often done
live - that once made up a large part of a station's broadcast day. Through these stories - some
told here for the first time - and the book's extensive photographic images, the history of
Milwaukee television comes alive again for the reader." "From the first early tests using
mechanical scanning methods in the 1930s, through the first successful digital television
tests, the politics, conflicts, triumphs, and failures of Milwaukee's television stations are
described in fascinating detail." --Book Jacket.
Understanding Philosophy Through Jokes
A Philosophical Guide to Living
Milwaukee Television History
The Cave and the Light
Plato: A Very Short Introduction
Would You Kill the Fat Man?
Discover the world's greatest thinkers and their groundbreaking notions! Too often,
textbooks turn the noteworthy theories, principles, and figures of philosophy into
tedious discourse that even Plato would reject. Philosophy 101 cuts out the boring
details and exhausting philosophical methodology, and instead, gives you a lesson in
philosophy that keeps you engaged as you explore the fascinating history of human thought
and inquisition. From Aristotle and Heidegger to free will and metaphysics, Philosophy
101 is packed with hundreds of entertaining philosophical tidbits, illustrations, and
thought puzzles that you won't be able to find anywhere else. So whether you're looking
to unravel the mysteries of existentialism, or just want to find out what made Voltaire
tick, Philosophy 101 has all the answers--even the ones you didn't know you were looking
for.
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All philosophy is a footnote to Plato. No other person so shaped the Western world and
the way we think about it. Plato's questions remain as real for us today as they were
2500 years ago, and as human beings we cannot avoid their presence nor shirk our
responsibility to attempt to answer them. Plato For Beginners introduces the reader to
Socrates and what he meant by Truth, Beauty, and the Good. Classical dialogues such as
Symposium, Phaedo, The Apology and The Republic are all explored in the context of his
time and our own.
The definitive sequel to New York Times bestseller How the Scots Invented the Modern
World is a magisterial account of how the two greatest thinkers of the ancient world,
Plato and Aristotle, laid the foundations of Western culture—and how their rivalry shaped
the essential features of our culture down to the present day. Plato came from a wealthy,
connected Athenian family and lived a comfortable upper-class lifestyle until he met an
odd little man named Socrates, who showed him a new world of ideas and ideals. Socrates
taught Plato that a man must use reason to attain wisdom, and that the life of a lover of
wisdom, a philosopher, was the pinnacle of achievement. Plato dedicated himself to living
that ideal and went on to create a school, his famed Academy, to teach others the path to
enlightenment through contemplation. However, the same Academy that spread Plato’s
teachings also fostered his greatest rival. Born to a family of Greek physicians,
Aristotle had learned early on the value of observation and hands-on experience. Rather
than rely on pure contemplation, he insisted that the truest path to knowledge is through
empirical discovery and exploration of the world around us. Aristotle, Plato’s most
brilliant pupil, thus settled on a philosophy very different from his instructor’s and
launched a rivalry with profound effects on Western culture. The two men disagreed on the
fundamental purpose of the philosophy. For Plato, the image of the cave summed up man’s
destined path, emerging from the darkness of material existence to the light of a higher
and more spiritual truth. Aristotle thought otherwise. Instead of rising above mundane
reality, he insisted, the philosopher’s job is to explain how the real world works, and
how we can find our place in it. Aristotle set up a school in Athens to rival Plato’s
Academy: the Lyceum. The competition that ensued between the two schools, and between
Plato and Aristotle, set the world on an intellectual adventure that lasted through the
Middle Ages and Renaissance and that still continues today. From Martin Luther (who named
Aristotle the third great enemy of true religion, after the devil and the Pope) to Karl
Marx (whose utopian views rival Plato’s), heroes and villains of history have been
inspired and incensed by these two master philosophers—but never outside their influence.
Accessible, riveting, and eloquently written, The Cave and the Light provides a stunning
new perspective on the Western world, certain to open eyes and stir debate. Praise for
The Cave and the Light “A sweeping intellectual history viewed through two ancient Greek
lenses . . . breezy and enthusiastic but resting on a sturdy rock of research.”—Kirkus
Reviews “Examining mathematics, politics, theology, and architecture, the book
demonstrates the continuing relevance of the ancient world.”—Publishers Weekly “A
fabulous way to understand over two millennia of history, all in one book.”—Library
Journal “Entertaining and often illuminating.”—The Wall Street Journal
A runaway train is racing toward five men who are tied to the track. Unless the train is
stopped, it will inevitably kill all five men. You are standing on a footbridge looking
down on the unfolding disaster. However, a fat man, a stranger, is standing next to you:
if you push him off the bridge, he will topple onto the line and, although he will die,
his chunky body will stop the train, saving five lives. Would you kill the fat man? The
question may seem bizarre. But it's one variation of a puzzle that has baffled moral
philosophers for almost half a century and that more recently has come to preoccupy
neuroscientists, psychologists, and other thinkers as well. In this book, David Edmonds,
coauthor of the best-selling Wittgenstein's Poker, tells the riveting story of why and
how philosophers have struggled with this ethical dilemma, sometimes called the trolley
problem. In the process, he provides an entertaining and informative tour through the
history of moral philosophy. Most people feel it's wrong to kill the fat man. But why?
After all, in taking one life you could save five. As Edmonds shows, answering the
question is far more complex--and important--than it first appears. In fact, how we
answer it tells us a great deal about right and wrong.
The Trolley Problem and What Your Answer Tells Us about Right and Wrong
Philosophy 101
The Lawgiver
In Search of Life Lessons from Dead Philosophers
A Plato Reader
Eight Essential Dialogues
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This New York Times bestseller is the hilarious philosophy course everyone wishes they’d had in school. Outrageously
funny, Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar... has been a breakout bestseller ever since authors—and born
vaudevillians—Thomas Cathcart and Daniel Klein did their schtick on NPR’s Weekend Edition. Lively, original, and
powerfully informative, Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar... is a not-so-reverent crash course through the great
philosophical thinkers and traditions, from Existentialism (What do Hegel and Bette Midler have in common?) to Logic
(Sherlock Holmes never deduced anything). Philosophy 101 for those who like to take the heavy stuff lightly, this is a joy
to read—and finally, it all makes sense! And now, you can read Daniel Klein's further musings on life and philosophy in
Travels with Epicurus and Every Time I Find the Meaning of Life, They Change it.
Advice on achieving a fulfilling old age from one of the bestselling authors of Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar . . .
After being advised by his dentist to get tooth implants, Daniel Klein decides to stick with his dentures and instead use
the money to make a trip to the Greek island Hydra and discover the secrets of aging happily. Drawing on the inspiring
lives of his Greek friends and philosophers ranging from Epicurus to Sartre, Klein uncovers the simple pleasures that are
available late in life, as well as the refined pleasures that only a mature mind can fully appreciate. A travel book, a witty
and accessible meditation, and an optimistic guide to living well, Travels with Epicurus is a delightful jaunt to the Aegean
and through the terrain of old age that only a free spirit like Klein could lead.
The New York Times bestselling author of The Geography of Bliss embarks on a rollicking intellectual journey, following
in the footsteps of history’s greatest thinkers and showing us how each—from Epicurus to Gandhi, Thoreau to
Beauvoir—offers practical and spiritual lessons for today’s unsettled times. We turn to philosophy for the same reasons
we travel: to see the world from a different perspective, to unearth hidden beauty, and to find new ways of being. We
want to learn how to embrace wonder. Face regrets. Sustain hope. Eric Weiner combines his twin passions for
philosophy and travel in a globe-trotting pilgrimage that uncovers surprising life lessons from great thinkers around the
world, from Rousseau to Nietzsche, Confucius to Simone Weil. Traveling by train (the most thoughtful mode of transport),
he journeys thousands of miles, making stops in Athens, Delhi, Wyoming, Coney Island, Frankfurt, and points in between
to reconnect with philosophy’s original purpose: teaching us how to lead wiser, more meaningful lives. From Socrates
and ancient Athens to Beauvoir and 20th-century Paris, Weiner’s chosen philosophers and places provide important
practical and spiritual lessons as we navigate today’s chaotic times. In a “delightful” odyssey that “will take you places
intellectually and humorously” (San Francisco Book Review), Weiner invites us to voyage alongside him on his lifechanging pursuit of wisdom and discovery as he attempts to find answers to our most vital questions. The Socrates
Express is “full of valuable lessons…a fun, sharp book that draws readers in with its apparent simplicity and bubble-gum
philosophy approach and gradually pulls them in deeper and deeper” (NPR).
Perfect for gifting to lovers of philosophy or mining intelligent ice-breaker topics for your next party, The Pig That Wants
to Be Eaten offers one hundred philosophical puzzles that stimulate thought on a host of moral, social, and personal
dilemmas. Taking examples from sources as diverse as Plato and Steven Spielberg, author Julian Baggini presents
abstract philosophical issues in concrete terms, suggesting possible solutions while encouraging readers to draw their
own conclusions: Lively, clever, and thought-provoking, The Pig That Wants to Be Eaten is a portable feast for the mind
that is sure to satisfy any intellectual appetite.
The Philosophy Book
Heidegger and a Hippo Walk Through Those Pearly Gates
The Art of Happiness
Miracles and Massacres
A Philosophical Conundrum
100 Experiments for the Armchair Philosopher
96-year-old author of Pulitzer Prize-winning The Caine Mutinypens an ingeniously witty novel about the life of Moses For more than 50 years,
Herman Wouk has dreamed of writing a novel about the life of Moses Finally, at the age of 96, he has found an ingeniously witty way to tell
the tale of The Lawgiver, a romantic and suspenseful epistolary novel about a group of people trying to make a movie about Moses in the
present day. At its centre is Margo Solovei, a brilliant young writer-director who has rejected her father's strict Jewish upbringing to pursue a
career in the arts. When an Australian multi-billionaire promises to finance a movie about Moses, Margo does everything she can to land the
job, including a reunion with her estranged first love, an influential lawyer with whom she has unfinished business. * Visit Herman Wouk's
website at www.hermanwouk.net 'Endearing and light-hearted' Michael Prodger, FT
“Every time I find the meaning of life, they change it.” The words of Reinhold Niebuhr provide the title and set the tone for what is a wryly
humorous look at some of the great philosophical pronouncements on the most important question we can face. Daniel Klein’s philosophical
journey began fifty years ago with just this conundrum; he began an undergraduate degree in philosophy at Harvard University to glean some
clue as to what the answer could be. Now in his seventies, Klein looks back at the wise words of the great philosophers and considers how
his own life has measured up. Told with the same brilliantly dry sense of humour that made Travels with Epicurus a Sunday Times bestseller,
Every Time I Find the Meaning of Life, They Change It is a pithy, dry, and eminently readable commentary on one of the most profound
subjects there is.
A satirical look at politics, finance and romance which shows how CORRUPTION as a route to wealth and happiness is fast, easy and
effective, other than when it takes years, requires enormous effort and doesn't work. "David Misch is one funny mother." - Penn Jillette (Penn
& Teller) "Hilarious!" - Daniel Klein (NY Times bestseller "Plato & A Platypus Walk Into A Bar...") "Read, learn, and fulfill your heart's every
evil desire" - Ellis Weiner (NY Times bestseller "Yiddish With Dick & Jane") "Really funny and smart" - Paul Provenza ("The Aristocrats",
"Satiristas") Most people believe that the high-paying world of lying, cheating, stealing, kickbacks, bribes and blackmail is hopelessly out of
reach. They're right... unless they buy this book. In just 71 fact(ish)-filled pages, comedy writer David Misch shows you dozens of sure-fire,
time-tested and only marginally illegal ways to feed at the trough of political, financial and/or romantic depravity. But don't take our word for it
- listen to Mr. Misch himself... "Not everyone can be corrupt; it takes a magical combination of opportunity, moral turpitude and having
something to sell: wealth, power, sex. (Got the set? Score!) Or, in lieu of those admirable attributes, a willingness to give up all moral
standards and betray anyone who trusts you. Does this sound like you? Then, having read this far, you are legally obligated to buy multiple
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copies of 'A Beginner's Guide to Corruption'!"
The brilliant writings of a highly influential Greek philosopher, with a foreword by Daniel Klein, author of Travels with Epicurus The teachings
of Epicurus—about life and death, religion and science, physical sensation, happiness, morality, and friendship—attracted legions of
adherents throughout the ancient Mediterranean world and deeply influenced later European thought. Though Epicurus faced hostile
opposition for centuries after his death, he counts among his many admirers Thomas Hobbes, Thomas Jefferson, Karl Marx, and Isaac
Newton. This volume includes all of his extant writings—his letters, doctrines, and Vatican sayings—alongside parallel passages from the
greatest exponent of his philosophy, Lucretius, extracts from Diogenes Laertius' Life of Epicurus, a lucid introductory essay about Epicurean
philosophy, and a foreword by Daniel Klein, author of Travels with Epicurus and coauthor of the New York Times bestseller Plato and a
Platypus Walk into a Bar. For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres
and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
Wyntertide
Who Needs It
Plato for Beginners
Philosophy
Every Time I Find the Meaning of Life, They Change It
There Is No God and Mary Is His Mother: Rediscovering Religionless Chris

An uproariously funny daily inspirational guide for manly men. Ralph and Reggie—two regular, blue-collar buds from Boston—offer
one-a-day mcnuggets of affirmation, inspiration, manly wisdom and earth-shaking epiphanies from the end of the bar on the inner
issues that truly matter—everything from sex to sports to sex to imported vs. domestic to sex to the meaning of life.
Q. Why are there almost as many jokes about death as there are about sex? A. Because they both scare the pants off us. Thomas
Cathcart and Daniel Klein first made a name for themselves with the outrageously funny New York Times bestseller Plato and a
Platypus Walk into a Bar.... Now they turn their attention to the Big "D" and share the timeless wisdom of the great philosophers,
theologians, psychotherapists, and wiseguys. From angels to zombies and everything in between, Cathcart and Klein offer a fearless
and irreverent history of how we approach death, why we embrace life, and whether there really is a hereafter. As hilarious as it is
enlightening, Heidegger and a Hippo Walk Through Those Pearly Gates is a must-read for anyone and everyone who ever expects to
die. And now, you can read Daniel Klein's further musings on life and philosophy in Travels with Epicurus and Every Time I Find the
Meaning of Life, They Change it.
Here’s an accusation – Sherlock Holmes never deduced anything. When it comes to language, it all depends on what your definition of
‘is’ is. And one for the existentialists – you haven’t lived until you think about death all the time. Daniel Klein and Thomas Cathcart
take philosophy to task with flair and gusto in this wise and hilarious treasure of a book. Lively, original, and powerfully informative,
Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar... is an irreverent crash course through the great thinkers and traditions. It’s philosophy for
everyone, from the curious layperson to the professor who’s seen it all. Klein and Cathcart have the knack of getting to the core of an
issue in a crystal clear line, meaning there’s more room for jokes – good jokes, clever jokes, jokes that’ll have you laughing so hard the
people nearby will shoot you strange looks. It’s the philosophy class you wish you’d had and finally, it all makes sense!
This lively and accessible introduction to Plato focuses on the philosophy and argument of his writings, drawing the reader into Plato's
way of doing philosophy, and the general themes of his thinking. This is not a book to leave the reader standing in the outer court of
introduction and background information, but leads directly into Plato's argument. It looks at Plato as a thinker grappling with
philosophical problems in a variety of ways, rather than a philosopher with a fully worked-out system. It includes a brief account of
Plato's life and the various interpretations that have been drawn from the sparse remains of information. It stresses the importance of
the founding of the Academy and the conception of philosophy as a subject. Julia Annas discusses Plato's style of writing: his use of the
dialogue form, his use of what we today call fiction, and his philosophical transformation of myths. She also looks at his discussions of
love and philosophy, his attitude to women, and to homosexual love, explores Plato's claim that virtue is sufficient for happiness, and
touches on his arguments for the immortality of the soul and his ideas about the nature of the universe. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Pig That Wants to Be Eaten
A Novel
The Analog Years
Rotherweird Book II
Rediscovering Religionless Christianity

Details some of the little-known stories from American history that explain the American identity and where the
country is headed in the future.
Framing the discussion as a crime tried in the court of public opinion, presents a lighthearted examination of the
trolley problem--one of the most famous thought experiments in modern philosophy.
Sharing a simple life with his wife and young son in the post-war artist community of his childhood, free-thinking
poet Toby Maytree is aided with child-care responsibilities by close friend Deary, who years later comes between
Toby and his wife. By the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. 100,000 first printing.
Uses jokes, cartoons, and philosophy to expose what politicians really mean, analyzing quotations from everyone
from Condoleeza Rice to Al Sharpton.
The Maytrees
Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar
Plato and a Platypus/Aristotle and an Aardvark
The Golden Age of Indian Buddhist Philosophy
True and Untold Stories of the Making of America
Plato: Meno and Phaedo
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In this personal, witty, and timely book, New York Times bestselling author Thomas Cathcart takes
readers on a journey into belief and unbelief and leads them through to "religionless Christianity." He
shows that, even absent traditional theological formulas and doctrines, Christianity can be credible,
meaningful, and practical.
“Two books, one box, and the Meaning of Life. What more do you want?” Take a tour de farce through
philosophy and politics with the New York Times bestseller Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar and the
hilarious election-year follow-up Aristotle and an Aardvark Go To Washington. Now presented in a
special value hardcover boxed set!
New York Times Bestseller: This entertaining-yet-enlightening crash course on philosophy is “an
extraordinary read” (Orlando Sentinel). Here's a lively, hilarious, not-so-reverent journey through the
great philosophical traditions, schools, concepts, and thinkers. It’s Philosophy 101 for everyone who
knows not to take all this heavy stuff too seriously. Some of the Big Ideas covered are Existentialism
(what do Hegel and Bette Midler have in common?), Philosophy of Language (how to express what it’s
like being stranded on a desert island with Halle Berry), Feminist Philosophy (why, in the end, a man is
always a man), and much more. Finally—it all makes sense! “A hoot.” —Chicago Sun-Times “An
extraordinary read you’ll want to share with as many people as possible.” —Orlando Sentinel “The
zaniest bestseller of the year.” —The Boston Globe
Expands the search for the origins of the universe beyond God and the Big Bang theory, exploring more
bizarre possibilities inspired by physicists, theologians, mathematicians, and even novelists.
Socrates Cafe: A Fresh Taste of Philosophy
The Socrates Express
Mathematics and Humor
The History of Now
Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar...
The Trolley Problem, or Would You Throw the Fat Guy Off the Bridge?
Jan Westerhoff unfolds the story of one of the richest episodes in the history of Indian thought, the
development of Buddhist philosophy in the first millennium CE. He starts from the composition of the
Abhidharma works before the beginning of the common era and continues up to the time of
Dharmakirti in the sixth century. This period was characterized by the development of a variety of
philosophical schools and approaches that have shaped Buddhist thought up to the present day: the
scholasticism of the Abhidharma, the Madhyamaka's theory of emptiness, Yogacara idealism, and the
logical and epistemological works of Dinnaga and Dharmakirti. The book attempts to describe the
historical development of these schools in their intellectual and cultural context, with particular
emphasis on three factors that shaped the development of Buddhist philosophical thought: the need
to spell out the contents of canonical texts, the discourses of the historical Buddha and the Mahayana
sutras; the desire to defend their positions by sophisticated arguments against criticisms from fellow
Buddhists and from non-Buddhist thinkers of classical Indian philosophy; and the need to account for
insights gained through the application of specific meditative techniques. While the main focus is the
period up to the sixth century CE, Westerhoff also discusses some important thinkers who influenced
Buddhist thought between this time and the decline of Buddhist scholastic philosophy in India at the
beginning of the thirteenth century. His aim is that the historical presentation will also allow the
reader to get a better systematic grasp of key Buddhist concepts such as non-self, suffering,
reincarnation, karma, and nirvana.
Plato Versus Aristotle, and the Struggle for the Soul of Western Civilization
Travels with Epicurus
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