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Ever since its first publication in 1992, The
End of History and the Last Man has provoked
controversy and debate. Francis Fukuyama's
prescient analysis of religious
fundamentalism, politics, scientific
progress, ethical codes, and war is as
essential for a world fighting fundamentalist
terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold
War. Now updated with a new afterword, The
End of History and the Last Man is a modern
classic.
More than three decades after its first
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publication, Edward Said's groundbreaking
critique of the West's historical, cultural,
and political perceptions of the East has
become a modern classic. In this wideranging, intellectually vigorous study, Said
traces the origins of "orientalism" to the
centuries-long period during which Europe
dominated the Middle and Near East and, from
its position of power, defined "the orient"
simply as "other than" the occident. This
entrenched view continues to dominate western
ideas and, because it does not allow the East
to represent itself, prevents true
understanding. Essential, and still eyePage 2/52
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opening, Orientalism remains one of the most
important books written about our divided
world.
Daniel C. Russell presents a new account of
happiness and how to live a good life. He
returns to the ancient tradition of
eudaimonism to argue that happiness is a life
of activity that involves acting for the sake
of ends we can live for. It is not only
fulfilling for us as humans and individuals,
but inseparable from what makes us who we
are.
This book on Thesis Writing for Master’s and
Ph.D. program focuses on the difficulties
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students encounter with regard to choosing a
guide; selecting an appropriate research
title considering the available resources;
conducting research; and ways to overcome the
hardships they face while researching,
writing and preparing their dissertation for
submission. Thesis writing is an essential
skill that medical and other postgraduates
are expected to learn during their academic
career as a mandatory partial requirement in
order to receive the Master’s degree.
However, at the majority of medical schools,
writing a thesis is largely based on selflearning, which adds to the burden on
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students due to the tremendous amount of time
spent learning the writing skills in addition
to their exhausting clinical and academic
work. Due to the difficulties faced during
the early grooming years and lack of adequate
guidance, acquiring writing skills continues
to be a daunting task for most students. This
book addresses these difficulties and
deficiencies and provides comprehensive
guidance, from selecting the research title
to publishing in a scientific journal.
Selected Essays
Intact
Why Violence Has Declined
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Concerning the Nature, Varieties, and
Plausibility of Hedonism
Pleasure and the Good Life
Orientalism

A revolutionary approach to enhancing productivity,
creating flow, and vastly increasing your ability to
capture, remember, and benefit from the unprecedented
amount of information all around us. For the first time in
history, we have instantaneous access to the world’s
knowledge. There has never been a better time to learn,
to contribute, and to improve ourselves. Yet, rather than
feeling empowered, we are often left feeling
overwhelmed by this constant influx of information. The
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very knowledge that was supposed to set us free has
instead led to the paralyzing stress of believing we’ll
never know or remember enough. Now, this eye-opening
and accessible guide shows how you can easily create
your own personal system for knowledge management,
otherwise known as a Second Brain. As a trusted and
organized digital repository of your most valued ideas,
notes, and creative work synced across all your devices
and platforms, a Second Brain gives you the confidence
to tackle your most important projects and ambitious
goals. Discover the full potential of your ideas and
translate what you know into more powerful, more
meaningful improvements in your work and life by
Page 7/52

Read Online Philosophy Paper Thesis
Building a Second Brain.
Descartes' ideas not only changed the course of
Western philosophy but also led to or transformed the
fields of metaphysics, epistemology, physics and
mathematics, political theory and ethics, psychoanalysis,
and literature and the arts. This book reprints Descartes'
major works, Discourse on Method and Meditations, and
presents essays by leading scholars that explore his
contributions in each of those fields and place his ideas
in the context of his time and our own. There are
chapters by David Weissman on metaphysics and
psychoanalysis, John Post on epistemology, Lou Massa
on physics and mathematics, William T. Bluhm on
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politics and ethics, and Thomas Pavel on literature and
art. These essays are accompanied by others by David
Weissman and by Stephen Toulmin that introduce the
idea of intellectual lineages, discuss the period in which
Descartes wrote, and reexamine the premises of his
philosophy in light of contemporary philosophical,
political, and social thinking.
Sound reasoning is the basis of good philosophy. Writing
Philosophy Papers is the only handbook that clearly and
concisely introduces philosophy students to four basic
kinds of papers - thesis defense, comparison-andcontrast, research, and summary - commonly assigned
in philosophy courses. First published in 1993, Writing
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Philosophy Papers continues to help thousands of
students learn the basics of philosophical logic and the
elements of a well-reasoned paper. It contains specific
instruction on planning, selecting a topic, doing research,
writing, revising, and presentation. It also has a new
chapter on informal logic that helps readers polish their
persuasive writing skills. Based on the author Zachary
Seech's experience as a philosophy professor and
writing instructor, Writing Philosophy Papers addresses
the basic questions most students have when faced with
writing a philosophy paper, such as how to handle
documentation and how to use the school library. In
addition, new material on accessing The Philosopher's
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Index and using computer-based references makes
Writing Philosophy Papers an indispensable desk
reference for every philosophy student.
A groundbreaking look at why our interactions with
others hold the key to success, from the bestselling
author of Think Again and Originals For generations, we
have focused on the individual drivers of success:
passion, hard work, talent, and luck. But in today’s
dramatically reconfigured world, success is increasingly
dependent on how we interact with others. In Give and
Take, Adam Grant, an award-winning researcher and
Wharton’s highest-rated professor, examines the
surprising forces that shape why some people rise to the
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top of the success ladder while others sink to the bottom.
Praised by social scientists, business theorists, and
corporate leaders, Give and Take opens up an approach
to work, interactions, and productivity that is nothing
short of revolutionary.
A Postcapitalist Manifesto
On Bullshit
How to Write a Thesis
Past, Present, and Future
Writing Philosophy
End of History and the Last Man

How to Write a BA Thesis is the only book that
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directly addresses the needs of undergraduate
students writing a major paper. This book offers
step-by-step advice on how to move from early
ideas to finished paper. It covers choosing a topic,
selecting an advisor, writing a proposal, conducting
research, developing an argument, writing and
editing the thesis, and making through a defense.
Lipson also acknowledges the challenges that arise
when tackling such a project, and he offers advice
for breaking through writer’s block and juggling
school-life demands. This is a must-read for anyone
writing a BA thesis, or for anyone who advises
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these students.
Maat is the moral ideal of ancient Egypt whose
texts contain information on Egypt's moral
standards, its concepts of right from wrong, codes
of behaviour and obligations. Written by a teacher
of the tradition of Maat, this study is the `first
philosophical book that is based on a philologically
and historically critical treatment of first-hand
Egyptian material'. Focusing on the Maatian ideal
rather than moral practices, Karenga discusses
what Maat is and its place within the genre of
philosophical ethics and morality, asking what it
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can contribute to modern African culture and
values. Extracts are transcribed and translated into
English.
Presents a controversial history of violence which
argues that today's world is the most peaceful time
in human existence, drawing on psychological
insights into intrinsic values that are causing
people to condemn violence as an acceptable
measure.
This volume collects 17 of Douglas Husak's
influential essays in criminal law theory. The essays
span Husak's original and provocative contributions
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to the major topics in the field, including the
grounds of criminal liability, the significance of
culpability, the role of defences, and the
justification of punishment. The volume includes an
extended introduction by the author, drawing
together the themes of his work and exploring the
goals of criminal theory. Together, the essays
present a desert-based analysis of issues in
criminal theory that rejects the consequentialist
approach more familiar among legal scholars. The
foremost concern of these essays is to ensure that
the principles and doctrines of the criminal law
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preserve justice and do not sacrifice individuals for
the common welfare. Engagingly written, the
essays are accessible to non-specialists and
represent an excellent introduction to current
issues and debates in the theory of criminal law.
Discourse on the Method
Night
How to Plan, Draft, Write and Finish a Doctoral
Thesis or Dissertation
A Treatise of Human Nature
A Guide to Professional Writing and Publishing
Writing Philosophy Papers
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First published in 1971, Rules for Radicals is Saul
Alinsky's impassioned counsel to young radicals on
how to effect constructive social change and know
“the difference between being a realistic radical and
being a rhetorical one.” Written in the midst of
radical political developments whose direction
Alinsky was one of the first to question, this volume
exhibits his style at its best. Like Thomas Paine
before him, Alinsky was able to combine, both in his
person and his writing, the intensity of political
engagement with an absolute insistence on rational
political discourse and adherence to the American
democratic tradition.
This book challenges, with several powerful
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arguments, some of our deepest beliefs about
rationality, morality, and personal identity. The
author claims that we have a false view of our own
nature; that it is often rational to act against our own
best interests; that most of us have moral views that
are directly self-defeating; and that, when we
consider future generations the conclusions will often
be disturbing. He concludes that moral non-religious
moral philosophy is a young subject, with a promising
but unpredictable future.
The Elements of Style William Strunk concentrated
on specific questions of usage—and the cultivation of
good writing—with the recommendation "Make every
word tell"; hence the 17th principle of composition is
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the simple instruction: "Omit needless words." The
book was also listed as one of the 100 best and most
influential books written in English since 1923 by
Time in its 2011 list.
This engaging and highly regarded book takes
readers through the key stages of their PhD research
journey, from the initial ideas through to successful
completion and publication. It gives helpful guidance
on forming research questions, organising ideas,
pulling together a final draft, handling the viva and
getting published. Each chapter contains a wealth of
practical suggestions and tips for readers to try out
and adapt to their own research needs and
disciplinary style. This text will be essential reading
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for PhD students and their supervisors in humanities,
arts, social sciences, business, law, health and related
disciplines.
A Proven Method to Organize Your Digital Life and
Unlock Your Creative Potential
A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals
Happiness for Humans
The Basic Laws of Human Stupidity
A Worn Path
The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy

How to Write a ThesisMIT Press
Writing Philosophy: A Student's Guide to Reading and
Writing Philosophy Essays, Second Edition, is a concise, selfPage 21/52
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guided manual that covers how to read philosophy and the
basics of argumentative essay writing. It encourages students
to master fundamental skills quickly--with minimal instructor
input--and provides step-by-step instructions for each phase of
the writing process, from formulating a thesis, to creating an
outline, to writing a final draft, supplementing this tutorial
approach with model essays, outlines, introductions, and
conclusions. Writing Philosophy is just $5 when packaged
with any Oxford University Press Philosophy text. Contact
your Oxford representative for details and package ISBNs.
This collection provides a thorough introduction to African
philosophy, literature, religion and anthropology through
twenty-five readings from key thinkers. They discuss topics
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such as African culture, epistemology, metaphysics and
religion, political philosophy, aesthetics, and explore
rationality and explanation in an African context.
Umberto Eco's wise and witty guide to researching and writing
a thesis, published in English for the first time. By the time
Umberto Eco published his best-selling novel The Name of the
Rose, he was one of Italy's most celebrated intellectuals, a
distinguished academic and the author of influential works on
semiotics. Some years before that, in 1977, Eco published a
little book for his students, How to Write a Thesis, in which he
offered useful advice on all the steps involved in researching
and writing a thesis—from choosing a topic to organizing a
work schedule to writing the final draft. Now in its twentyPage 23/52
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third edition in Italy and translated into seventeen languages,
How to Write a Thesis has become a classic. Remarkably, this
is its first, long overdue publication in English. Eco's approach
is anything but dry and academic. He not only offers practical
advice but also considers larger questions about the value of
the thesis-writing exercise. How to Write a Thesis is unlike
any other writing manual. It reads like a novel. It is
opinionated. It is frequently irreverent, sometimes polemical,
and often hilarious. Eco advises students how to avoid “thesis
neurosis” and he answers the important question “Must You
Read Books?” He reminds students “You are not Proust” and
“Write everything that comes into your head, but only in the
first draft.” Of course, there was no Internet in 1977, but Eco's
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index card research system offers important lessons about
critical thinking and information curating for students of today
who may be burdened by Big Data. How to Write a Thesis
belongs on the bookshelves of students, teachers, writers, and
Eco fans everywhere. Already a classic, it would fit nicely
between two other classics: Strunk and White and The Name
of the Rose. Contents The Definition and Purpose of a Thesis •
Choosing the Topic • Conducting Research • The Work Plan
and the Index Cards • Writing the Thesis • The Final Draft
Philosophy in France Today
A Study in Classical African Ethics
Authoring a PhD
100 of the Most Important Arguments in Western Philosophy
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And, Meditations on First Philosophy
Why Helping Others Drives Our Success

"A masterly book" ̶Nassim Nicholas Taleb, author
of The Black Swan "A classic" ̶Simon Kuper,
Financial Times An economist explains five laws
that confirm our worst fears: stupid people can and
do rule the world Throughout history, a powerful
force has hindered the growth of human welfare
and happiness. It is more powerful than the Mafia or
the military. It has global catastrophic effects and
can be found anywhere from the world's most
powerful boardrooms to your local bar. It is human
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stupidity. Carlo M. Cipolla, noted professor of
economic history at the UC Berkeley, created this
vitally important book in order to detect and
neutralize its threat. Both hilarious and dead
serious, it will leave you better equipped to confront
political realities, unreasonable colleagues, or your
next dinner with your in-laws. The Laws: 1.
Everyone underestimates the number of stupid
individuals among us. 2. The probability that a
certain person is stupid is independent of any other
characteristic of that person. 3. A stupid person is a
person who causes losses to another person while
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deriving no gain and even possibly incurring losses
themselves. 4. Non-stupid people always
underestimate the damaging power of stupid
individuals. 5. A stupid person is the most
dangerous type of person.
One of the most significant works of Western
philosophy, Hume's Treatise was published in
1739-40, before he was thirty years old. A pinnacle
of English empiricism, it is a comprehensive attempt
to apply scientific methods of observation to a study
of human nature, and a vigorous attack upon the
principles of traditional metaphysical thought. With
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masterly eloquence, Hume denies the immortality of
the soul and the reality of space; considers the
manner in which we form concepts of identity,
cause and effect; and speculates upon the nature of
freedom, virtue and emotion. Opposed both to
metaphysics and to rationalism, Hume's philosophy
of informed scepticism sees man not as a religious
creation, nor as a machine, but as a creature
dominated by sentiment, passion and appetite.
An elderly black woman who lives out in the
country makes the long and arduous journey into
town, as she has done many times in the past.
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"Written as a moral essay to his friend Paulinus,
Seneca's ... words still pack a powerful punch two
thousand years later. With its brash rejection of
materialism, conventional lifestyles and groupthink,
[the book] is as relevant as ever."--Back cover.
The Better Angels of Our Nature
Give and Take
Thesis Writing for Master's and Ph.D. Program
Reasons and Persons
The Color Purple
Will College Pay Off?
Eleven leading contemporary French philosophers
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give here more or less direct presentations and
exemplifications of their work. All the essays, with one
exception, were specifically written for this volume
and for an English-speaking readership - the exception
is the first publication anywhere of Jacques Derrida's
defence of his thèse d'état in 1980, based on his
published works. As a collection the essays convey the
style, tone and preoccupations, as well as the range
and diversity, of French philosophical thinking as it is
being practised today. They will stimulate and inform
the rapidly growing interest in this area outside
France.
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The decision of whether to go to college, or where, is
hampered by poor information and inadequate
understanding of the financial risk involved. Adding to
the confusion, the same degree can cost dramatically
different amounts for different people. A barrage of
advertising offers new degrees designed to lead to
specific jobs, but we see no information on whether
graduates ever get those jobs. Mix in a frenzied
applications process, and pressure from politicians for
"relevant" programs, and there is an urgent need to
separate myth from reality. Peter Cappelli, an
acclaimed expert in employment trends, the
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workforce, and education, provides hard evidence that
counters conventional wisdom and helps us make costeffective choices. Among the issues Cappelli analyzes
are: What is the real link between a college degree and
a job that enables you to pay off the cost of college,
especially in a market that is in constant change? Why
it may be a mistake to pursue degrees that will land
you the hottest jobs because what is hot today is
unlikely to be so by the time you graduate. Why the
most expensive colleges may actually be the cheapest
because of their ability to graduate students on time.
How parents and students can find out what different
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colleges actually deliver to students and whether it is
something that employers really want. College is the
biggest expense for many families, larger even than the
cost of the family home, and one that can bankrupt
students and their parents if it works out poorly. Peter
Cappelli offers vital insight for parents and students to
make decisions that both make sense financially and
provide the foundation that will help students make
their way in the world.
Some implications and consequences of the expansion
of the universe are examined. The conclusion is
reached that galaxies cannot be formed as a result of
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the growth of perturbations that were initially small.
A speculative exploration of value, emphasizing
practical experimentation in its future forms How can
we begin to envision a postcapitalist economy without
first engineering a radically new concept of value?
And with a renewed sense of how and what we
collectively value, what would the transition to new
social forms look like? According to Brian Massumi, it
is time to reclaim value from the capitalist market and
the neoliberal reduction of life to “human capital.” It
is time to occupy surplus-value for a postcapitalist
future. 99 Theses on the Revaluation of Value is both a
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theoretical and practical manifesto. Massumi
reexamines ideas about money, exchange, and finance,
with special attention to how what we value in
experience for quality is economically translated into
quantity. He proposes new conceptual tools for
understanding value in directly qualitative terms,
speculating on how this revaluation of value might
practically form the basis of an alter-economy. A
promising path, he suggests, might involve emerging
blockchain technologies beyond bitcoin. But these
must be uprooted from their libertarian origins and
redesigned to serve not individual choice but collective
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creativity, not calculations of self-interest but
collaborative speculations on the future to be shared.
It is necessary to grasp the specificity of our
contemporary neoliberal condition and the ultimately
destructive forms of power it mobilizes to better resist
their claim on the future. 99 Theses on the Revaluation
of Value is written to galvanize a radical redefinition
of value for a livable postcapitalist future.
Just the Arguments
Philosophical Writing
A Student's Guide to Reading and Writing Philosophy
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Essays
The Philosophy of Criminal Law
The African Philosophy Reader

Contributing specialists survey Hispanic literature of New Mexico
and its influence. No index. The prevailing view in the history of
philosophy has been that time is not basically real but has a
derivative status. In contrast, Lieb (philosophy, U. of Southern
California) establishes the thesis that time is a fundamental reality:
it is individuals."
Richard A. ("Red") Watson has published fiction, general
nonfiction, and scholarly books. His essay "On the Zeedijk," about
Descartes in Holland and first published in The Georgia Review,
was the lead essay in The Pushcart Prize XV, 1990–1991: Best of
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the Small Presses. Red knows writing. He also knows academe and
has written Writing Philosophy as a kind of survival manual for
undergraduates, graduate students, and junior faculty members in
philosophy. Also helpful to those in the humanities and the social
sciences, the book is a guide to the professional writing and
publishing that are essential to an active participation in the
conversation and discussion that constitute these professional fields.
To the extent that publication is the crucial factor in tenure
decisions, it will help the beginning scholar meet tenure criteria.
Despite the importance of the oral tradition in philosophy and the
influence of the dialogue, many philosophical points are so intricate
and complex that they can be advanced, followed, and criticized
only if they are written as stepwise arguments for study and
contemplation at length and at leisure. Watson provides a set of
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basic principles and a plan for writing argumentative papers of
1,500 to 15,000 words (3 to 30 printed pages) and books containing
a sequence of sustained arguments of 70,000 to 150,000 words (200
to 300 printed pages). Because the first book of most professional
philosophers is a revised dissertation, Watson presents a plan for
writing that dissertation in such a way that its chapters will serve as
publishable articles and the dissertation itself will need very little
rewriting as a book. His discussion of the principles of reason,
clarity, and argument ranges from such topics as dangling
participles and the proper usage of ellipses to matters of
categorization and univocity.
A New Translation From The French By Marion Wiesel Born in
Sighet, Transylvania, Elie Wiesel was a teenager when he and his
family were taken from their home in 1944 and deported to the
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Auschwitz concentration camp, and then to Buchenwald. Night is
the terrifying record of Elie Wiesel's memories of the death of his
family, the death of his own innocence, and his despair as a deeply
observant Jew confronting the absolute evil of man. This new
translation by his wife and most frequent translator, Marion Wiesel,
corrects important details and presents the most accurate rendering
in English of Elie Wiesel's seminal work.
Substantially updated and revised, the third edition of Philosophical
Writing is designed to help those with little or no experience in
philosophy to think and write successfully. Traces the evolution of a
good philosophical essay from draft stage to completion Now
includes new examples of the structures of a philosophical essay,
new examples of rough drafts, tips on how to study for a test and a
new section on how to utilize the internet effectively Written with
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clarity and wit by a bestselling author
MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing
On the Shortness of Life
How to Write a BA Thesis, Second Edition
Building a Second Brain
The Elements of Style
Conjectures and Refutations

Since ancient times, hedonism has been one of the
most attractive and controversial theories. In this text,
the author presents a careful, modern formulation of
hedonism, defending the theory against some of the
most important objections.
This is the leading, full-scale comprehensive dictionary
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of philosophical terms and thinkers to appear in
English in more than half a century. Written by a
team of more than 550 experts and now widely
translated, it contains approximately 5,000 entries
ranging from short definitions to longer articles. It is
designed to facilitate the understanding of philosophy
at all levels and in all fields. Key features of this third
edition: • 500 new entries covering Eastern as well as
Western philosophy, and covering individual countries
such as China, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain •
Increased coverage of such growing fields as ethics
and philosophy of mind • More than 100 new
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intellectual portraits of leading contemporary thinkers
• Wider coverage of Continental philosophy • Dozens
of new technical concepts in cognitive science and
other areas • Enhanced cross-referencing to add
context and increase understanding • Expansions in
both text and index to facilitate research and browsing
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book
Award, this novel about a resilient and courageous
woman has become a Broadway show and a cultural
phenomenon. A PBS Great American Read Top 100
Pick Celie has grown up poor in rural Georgia,
despised by the society around her and abused by her
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own family. She strives to protect her sister, Nettie,
from a similar fate, and while Nettie escapes to a new
life as a missionary in Africa, Celie is left behind
without her best friend and confidante, married off to
an older suitor, and sentenced to a life alone with a
harsh and brutal husband. In an attempt to transcend
a life that often seems too much to bear, Celie begins
writing letters directly to God. The letters, spanning
twenty years, record a journey of self-discovery and
empowerment guided by the light of a few strong
women. She meets Shug Avery, her husband’s mistress
and a jazz singer with a zest for life, and her stepson’s
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wife, Sophia, who challenges her to fight for
independence. And though the many letters from
Celie’s sister are hidden by her husband, Nettie’s
unwavering support will prove to be the most
breathtaking of all. The Color Purple has sold more
than five million copies, inspired an Academy
Award–nominated film starring Oprah Winfrey and
directed by Steven Spielberg, and been adapted into a
Tony-nominated Broadway musical. Lauded as a
literary masterpiece, this is the groundbreaking novel
that placed Walker “in the company of Faulkner”
(The Nation), and remains a wrenching—yet intensely
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uplifting—experience for new generations of readers.
This ebook features a new introduction written by the
author on the twenty-fifth anniversary of publication,
and an illustrated biography of Alice Walker including
rare photos from the author’s personal collection. The
Color Purple is the 1st book in the Color Purple
Collection, which also includes The Temple of My
Familiar and Possessing the Secret of Joy.
Provides information on stylistic aspects of research
papers, theses, and dissertations, including sections on
writing fundamentals, MLA documentation style, and
copyright law.
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Maat, the Moral Ideal in Ancient Egypt
Rules for Radicals
99 Theses on the Revaluation of Value
A Guide to the Most Important Financial Decision
You'll Ever Make
A Philosophical Essay about Time
A Practical Guide from Your First Ideas to Your
Finished Paper
Does the existence of evil call into doubt the existence of
God? Show me the argument. Philosophy starts with
questions, but attempts at answers are just as important,
and these answers require reasoned argument. Cutting
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through dense philosophical prose, 100 famous and
influential arguments are presented in their essence, with
premises, conclusions and logical form plainly identified.
Key quotations provide a sense of style and approach.
Just the Arguments is an invaluable one-stop argument
shop. A concise, formally structured summation of 100 of
the most important arguments in Western philosophy The
first book of its kind to present the most important and
influential philosophical arguments in a clear
premise/conclusion format, the language that philosophers
use and students are expected to know Offers succinct
expositions of key philosophical arguments without
bogging them down in commentary Translates difficult
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texts to core arguments Designed to provides a quick and
compact reference to everything from Aquinas’ “Five
Ways” to prove the existence of God, to the metaphysical
possibilities of a zombie world
A #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER One of the most
salient features of our culture is that there is so much
bullshit. Everyone knows this. Each of us contributes his
share. But we tend to take the situation for granted. Most
people are rather confident of their ability to recognize
bullshit and to avoid being taken in by it. So the
phenomenon has not aroused much deliberate concern.
We have no clear understanding of what bullshit is, why
there is so much of it, or what functions it serves. And we
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lack a conscientiously developed appreciation of what it
means to us. In other words, as Harry Frankfurt writes,
"we have no theory." Frankfurt, one of the world's most
influential moral philosophers, attempts to build such a
theory here. With his characteristic combination of
philosophical acuity, psychological insight, and wry humor,
Frankfurt proceeds by exploring how bullshit and the
related concept of humbug are distinct from lying. He
argues that bullshitters misrepresent themselves to their
audience not as liars do, that is, by deliberately making
false claims about what is true. In fact, bullshit need not be
untrue at all. Rather, bullshitters seek to convey a certain
impression of themselves without being concerned about
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whether anything at all is true. They quietly change the
rules governing their end of the conversation so that
claims about truth and falsity are irrelevant. Frankfurt
concludes that although bullshit can take many innocent
forms, excessive indulgence in it can eventually
undermine the practitioner's capacity to tell the truth in a
way that lying does not. Liars at least acknowledge that it
matters what is true. By virtue of this, Frankfurt writes,
bullshit is a greater enemy of the truth than lies are.
An Introduction
A Defence of the Unmodified Body
The Growth of Scientific Knowledge
Properties of Expanding Universes
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