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Mortality Christopher Hitchens
A celebration of Percy Shelley's assertion that 'poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world', these thirtyplus essays on writers from Oscar Wilde to Salman Rushdie dispel the myth of politics as a stone tied to the neck of
literature; Norman Podhoretz's 'bloody crossroads'. Instead Hitchens argues that when all parties in the state were
agreed on a matter, it was the individual pens that created the space for a true moral argument.
"Hitchens presents a George Orwell fit for the twenty-first century." --Boston Globe In this widely acclaimed
biographical essay, the masterful polemicist Christopher Hitchens assesses the life, the achievements, and the myth
of the great political writer and participant George Orwell. True to his contrarian style, Hitchens is both admiring and
aggressive, sympathetic yet critical, taking true measure of his subject as hero and problem. Answering both the
detractors and the false claimants, Hitchens tears down the fa ade of sainthood erected by the hagiographers and
rebuts the critics point by point. He examines Orwell and his perspectives on fascism, empire, feminism, and
Englishness, as well as his outlook on America, a country and culture toward which he exhibited much ambivalence.
Whether thinking about empires or dictators, race or class, nationalism or popular culture, Orwell's moral outlook
remains indispensable in a world that has undergone vast changes in the seven decades since his death. Combining
the best of Hitchens' polemical punch and intellectual elegance in a tightly woven and subtle argument, this book
addresses not only why Orwell matters today, but how he will continue to matter in a future, uncertain world.
The author of Why Orwell Matters demonstrates how Thomas Paine's Declaration of the Rights of Man, first
published in 1791, a passionate defense of the inalienable rights of humankind, forms the philosophical cornerstone of
the United States of America, in an engaging critical work. Reprint.
Paints a portrait of the American spiritual landscape by profiling religious radicals, realists and escapists from a
congregation of urban anarchists to a youth evangelist in this linked narrative from the author of best-selling The
Family. 15,000 first printing.
The Suicide Index
Nothing to be Frightened Of
Hitch-22
Letters to a Young Contrarian
Essays by Christopher Hitchens
The Quotable Hitchens
No One Left to Lie to
Abe Ravelstein is a brilliant professor at a prominent midwestern university and a man who glories in training the movers and
shakers of the political world. He has lived grandly and ferociously-and much beyond his means. His close friend Chick has
suggested that he put forth a book of his convictions about the ideas which sustain humankind, or kill it, and much to Ravelstein's
own surprise, he does and becomes a millionaire. Ravelstein suggests in turn that Chick write a memoir or a life of him, and during
the course of a celebratory trip to Paris the two share thoughts on mortality, philosophy and history, loves and friends, old and
new, and vaudeville routines from the remote past. The mood turns more somber once they have returned to the Midwest and
Ravelstein succumbs to AIDS and Chick himself nearly dies. Deeply insightful and always moving, Saul Bellow's new novel is a
journey through love and memory. It is brave, dark, and bleakly funny: an elegy to friendship and to lives well (or badly) lived.
Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Christopher’s funeral was held in the
Great Hall at Cooper Union in Greenwich Village. His friends and colleagues read from his work, and Hollywood stars such as Sean
Penn attended. #2 Christopher was one of life’s singular characters. He was a wit, a charmer, a troublemaker, and a dear and
devoted friend. He was a man of insatiable appetites: for cigarettes, for scotch, for company, and for great writing. #3 Christopher
was a legend on the speaking circuit and could debate just about anyone on anything. He won umpteen awards, and in the last
decade he wrote bestsellers, including his well-received memoir Hitch-22. #4 I had a heart attack, and while I was still in denial, my
doctors took me to an oncologist. The shadow was spreading itself across the negatives.
A Handbook on Hanging is a Swiftian tribute to that unappreciated mainstay of civilization: the hangman. With barbed insouciance,
Charles Duff writes not only of hanging but of electrocution, decapitations, and gassings; of innocent men executed and of
executions botched; of the bloodlust of mobs and the shabby excuses of the great. This coruscating and, in contemporary
America, very relevant polemic makes clear that whatever else capital punishment may be said to be--justice, vengeance, a
deterrent--it is certainly killing.
MortalityTwelve
A Handbook on Hanging
Author of America
Why Orwell Matters
Why Books Matter in a Distracted Time
Summary of Christopher Hitchens's Mortality
A Long Short War
Unhitched

On June 8, 2010, while on a book tour for his bestselling memoir, Hitch-22, Christopher Hitchens was stricken in his New York
hotel room with excruciating pain in his chest and thorax. As he would later write in the first of a series of award-winning
columns for Vanity Fair, he suddenly found himself being deported "from the country of the well across the stark frontier that
marks off the land of malady." Over the next eighteen months, until his death in Houston on December 15, 2011, he wrote
constantly and brilliantly on politics and culture, astonishing readers with his capacity for superior work even in extremis.
Throughout the course of his ordeal battling esophageal cancer, Hitchens adamantly and bravely refused the solace of religion,
preferring to confront death with both eyes open. In this riveting account of his affliction, Hitchens poignantly describes the
torments of illness, discusses its taboos, and explores how disease transforms experience and changes our relationship to the
world around us. By turns personal and philosophical, Hitchens embraces the full panoply of human emotions as cancer invades
his body and compels him to grapple with the enigma of death. Mortality is the exemplary story of one man's refusal to cower in
the face of the unknown, as well as a searching look at the human predicament. Crisp and vivid, veined throughout with
penetrating intelligence, Hitchens's testament is a courageous and lucid work of literature, an affirmation of the dignity and
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worth of man.
The eagerly anticipated new novel from the inimitable Martin Amis. Summer 1970 ̶ a long, hot summer. In a castle in Italy, half
a dozen young lives are afloat on the sea of change, trapped inside the history of the sexual revolution. The girls are acting like
boys, and the boys are going on acting like boys, and Keith Nearing ̶ twenty years old, a literature student all clogged up with
the English novel ̶ is struggling to twist feminism and the rise of women towards his own ends. The sexual revolution may have
been a velvet revolution (in at least two senses), but it wasn't bloodless ̶ and now, in the twenty-first century, the year 1970
finally catches up with Keith Nearing. The Pregnant Widow is a comedy of manners and a nightmare, brilliant, haunting and
gloriously risqué. It is Martin Amis at his fearless best.
If someone says I m doing this out of faith, I say, Why don t you do it out of conviction? ̶CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS One
of his generation s greatest public intellectuals, and perhaps its fiercest, Christopher Hitchens was a brilliant interview subject.
This collection̶which spans from his early prominence as a hero of the Left to his controversial support for the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan toward the end of his life̶ showcases Hitch s trademark wit on subjects as diverse as his mistrust of the media,
his love of literature, his dislike of the Clintons, and his condemnation of all things religious. Beginning with an introduction and
tribute from his longtime friend Stephen Fry, this collection culminates in Hitchens s fearless final interview with Richard
Dawkins, which shows a man as unafraid of death as he was of everything in life.
Includes never-before-collected quotes from the controversial best-selling author on hundreds of subjects--from atheism and
alcoholism to Iraq and George Orwell.
Reflections on Life Between Cultures
The Restless Soul of the World's Most Notorious Atheist
Putting My Father's Death in Order
Essential Readings for the Nonbeliever
Help, Thanks, Wow
Mortality
Sweet Heaven When I Die
Reading is a revolutionary act, an act of engagement in a culture that wants us to disengage. In The Lost Art
of Reading, David L. Ulin asks a number of timely questions - why is literature important? What does it offer,
especially now? Blending commentary with memoir, Ulin addresses the importance of the simple act of
reading in an increasingly digital culture. Reading a book, flipping through hard pages, or shuffling them on
screen - it doesn't matter. The key is the act of reading, and it's seriousness and depth. Ulin emphasizes the
importance of reflection and pause allowed by stopping to read a book, and the accompanying focus required
to let the mind run free in a world that is not one's own. Are we willing to risk our collective interest in
contemplation, nuanced thinking, and empathy? Far from preaching to the choir, The Lost Art of Reading is a
call to arms, or rather, to pages.
National Book Award Finalist: “Wickersham has journeyed into the dark underworld inside her father and
herself and emerged with a powerful, gripping story.” —The Boston Globe One winter morning in 1991, Joan
Wickersham’s father shot himself in the head. The father she loved would never have killed himself, and yet
he had. His death made a mystery of his entire life. Who was he? Why did he do it? And what was the impact
of his death on the people who loved him? Using an index—the most formal and orderly of
structures—Wickersham explores this chaotic and incomprehensible reality. Every bit of family history, every
encounter with friends, doctors, and other survivors, exposes another facet of elusive truth. Dark, funny, sad,
and gripping, at once a philosophical and a deeply personal exploration, The Suicide Index is, finally, a
daughter’s anguished, loving elegy to her father.
"Art of Mentoring" seriesIn the book that he was born to write, provocateur and best-selling author
Christopher Hitchens inspires future generations of radicals, gadflies, mavericks, rebels, angry young
(wo)men, and dissidents. Who better to speak to that person who finds him or herself in a contrarian position
than Hitchens, who has made a career of disagreeing in profound and entertaining ways. This book explores
the entire range of "contrary positions"-from noble dissident to gratuitous pain in the butt. In an age of
overly polite debate bending over backward to reach a happy consensus within an increasingly centrist
political dialogue, Hitchens pointedly pitches himself in contrast. He bemoans the loss of the skills of
dialectical thinking evident in contemporary society. He understands the importance of disagreement-to
personal integrity, to informed discussion, to true progress-heck, to democracy itself. Epigrammatic, spunky,
witty, in your face, timeless and timely, this book is everything you would expect from a mentoring
contrarian.
Presents an eyewitness account of the 2003 war in Iraq while arguing that the war actually began in 1990
when Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, and discusses how the conflict has divided public opinion.
How Religion Poisons Everything
The Three Essential Prayers
The Triangulations of William Jefferson Clinton
Journeys and Essays
and Other Conversations
Christopher Hitchens: The Last Interview
Confronting Death:

In l978 Sontag wrote Illness As Metaphor. A cancer patient herself at the time, she shows how the metaphors and myths surrounding
certain illnesses, especially cancer, add greatly to the suffering of the patients and often inhibit them from seeking proper treatment. By
demystifying the fantasies surrounding cancer, Sontag shows cancer for what it is - just a disease. Cancer is not a curse, not a
punishment, certainly not an embarrassment, and highly curable, if good treatment is found early enough. Almost a decade later, with
the outbreak of a new, stigmatised disease replete with mystifications and punitive metaphors, Sontag wrote Aids and its Metaphors,
extending the argument of the earlier book to the AIDS pandemic.
Christopher Hitchens, described in the London Observer as “one of the most prolific, as well as brilliant, journalists of our time” takes
on his biggest subject yet–the increasingly dangerous role of religion in the world. In the tradition of Bertrand Russell’s Why I Am Not
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a Christian and Sam Harris’s recent bestseller, The End Of Faith, Christopher Hitchens makes the ultimate case against religion. With
a close and erudite reading of the major religious texts, he documents the ways in which religion is a man-made wish, a cause of
dangerous sexual repression, and a distortion of our origins in the cosmos. With eloquent clarity, Hitchens frames the argument for a
more secular life based on science and reason, in which hell is replaced by the Hubble Telescope’s awesome view of the universe, and
Moses and the burning bush give way to the beauty and symmetry of the double helix.
On June 8, 2010, while on a book tour for his bestselling memoir, Hitch-22, Christopher Hitchens was stricken in his New York hotel
room with excruciating pain in his chest and thorax. As he would later write in the first of a series of award-winning columns for
Vanity Fair, he suddenly found himself being deported "from the country of the well across the stark frontier that marks off the land of
malady." Over the next eighteen months, until his death in Houston on December 15, 2011, he wrote constantly and brilliantly on
politics and culture, astonishing readers with his capacity for superior work even in extremis. Throughout the course of his ordeal
battling esophageal cancer, Hitchens adamantly and bravely refused the solace of religion, preferring to confront death with both eyes
open. In this riveting account of his affliction, Hitchens poignantly describes the torments of illness, discusses its taboos, and explores
how disease transforms experience and changes our relationship to the world around us. By turns personal and philosophical, Hitchens
embraces the full panoply of human emotions as cancer invades his body and compels him to grapple with the enigma of death.
MORTALITY is the exemplary story of one man's refusal to cower in the face of the unknown, as well as a searching look at the
human predicament. Crisp and vivid, veined throughout with penetrating intelligence, Hitchens's testament is a courageous and lucid
work of literature, an affirmation of the dignity and worth of man.
"All first-rate criticism first defines what we are confronting," the late, great jazz critic Whitney Balliett once wrote. By that measure,
the essays of Christopher Hitchens are in the first tier. For nearly four decades, Hitchens has been telling us, in pitch-perfect prose,
what we confront when we grapple with first principles-the principles of reason and tolerance and skepticism that define and inform
the foundations of our civilization-principles that, to endure, must be defended anew by every generation. "A short list of the greatest
living conversationalists in English," said The Economist, "would probably have to include Christopher Hitchens, Sir Patrick LeighFermor, and Sir Tom Stoppard. Great brilliance, fantastic powers of recall, and quick wit are clearly valuable in sustaining
conversation at these cosmic levels. Charm may be helpful, too." Hitchens-who staunchly declines all offers of knighthood-hereby
invites you to take a seat at a democratic conversation, to be engaged, and to be reasoned with. His knowledge is formidable, an
encyclopedic treasure, and yet one has the feeling, reading him, of hearing a person thinking out loud, following the inexorable logic of
his thought, wherever it might lead, unafraid to expose fraudulence, denounce injustice, and excoriate hypocrisy. Legions of readers,
admirers and detractors alike, have learned to read Hitchens with something approaching awe at his felicity of language, the oxygen in
every sentence, the enviable wit and his readiness, even eagerness, to fight a foe or mount the ramparts. Here, he supplies fresh
perceptions of such figures as varied as Charles Dickens, Karl Marx, Rebecca West, George Orwell, J.G. Ballard, and Philip Larkin
are matched in brilliance by his pungent discussions and intrepid observations, gathered from a lifetime of traveling and reporting
from such destinations as Iran, China, and Pakistan. Hitchens's directness, elegance, lightly carried erudition, critical and
psychological insight, humor, and sympathy-applied as they are here to a dazzling variety of subjects-all set a standard for the essayist
that has rarely been matched in our time. What emerges from this indispensable volume is an intellectual self-portrait of a writer with
an exemplary steadiness of purpose and a love affair with the delights and seductions of the English language, a man anchored in a
profound and humane vision of the human longing for reason and justice.
God Is Not Great
Thomas Jefferson
Ravelstein
The Portable Atheist
MORTALITY.
Writings from the London Review of Books
Christopher Hitchens and His Critics

An anthology of wisdom about death and dying. Have you ever wondered what it would feel like to know that you’re dying?
Have you wondered about the thoughts that might go through your mind? What would you think about in your last days?
What would you want others to know? How would you want to be remembered? The author and thinker Christopher
Hitchens pondered these questions and more during his battle with esophageal cancer and Mortality (2012) is his answer to
those questions. Do you want more free book summaries like this? Download our app for free at
https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get access to hundreds of free book and audiobook summaries. DISCLAIMER: This
book summary is meant as a summary and an analysis and not a replacement for the original work. If you like this summary
please consider purchasing the original book to get the full experience as the original author intended it to be. If you are the
original author of any book published on QuickRead and want us to remove it, please contact us at hello@quickread.com.
Christopher Hitchens—political journalist, cultural critic, public intellectual and self-described contrarian—is one of the
most controversial and prolific writers of his generation. His most recent book, God Is Not Great, was on the New York
Times bestseller list in 2007 for months. Like his hero, George Orwell, Hitchens is a tireless opponent of all forms of cruelty,
ideological dogma, religious superstition and intellectual obfuscation. Once a socialist, he now refers to himself as an
unaffiliated radical. As a thinker, Hitchens is perhaps best viewed as post-ideological, in that his intellectual sources and
solidarities are strikingly various (he is an admirer of both Leon Trotsky and Kingsley Amis) and cannot be located easily at
any one point on the ideological spectrum. Since leaving Britain for the United States in 1981, Hitchens's thinking has moved
in what some see as contradictory directions, but he remains an unapologetic and passionate defender of the Enlightenment
values of secularism, democracy, free expression, and scientific inquiry. The global turmoil of the recent past has provoked
intense dispute and division among intellectuals, academics, and other commentators. Hitchens's writing during this time,
particularly after 9/11, is an essential reference point for understanding the genesis and meaning of that turmoil—and the
challenges that accompany it. This volume brings together Hitchens's most incisive reflections on the war on terror, the war
in Iraq, and the state of the contemporary Left. It also includes a selection of critical commentaries on his work from his
former leftist comrades, a set of exchanges between Hitchens and various left-leaning interlocutors (such as Studs Terkel,
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Norman Finkelstein, and Michael Kazin), and an introductory essay by the editors on the nature and significance of
Hitchens's contribution to the world of ideas and public debate. In response, Hitchens provides an original afterword, written
for this collection. Whatever readers might think about Hitchens, he remains an intellectual force to be reckoned with. And
there is no better place to encounter his current thinking than in this provocative volume.
Presents excerpts on the subject of religion from the writings of such notable non-believers as John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx,
Charles Darwin, Mark Twain, H. L. Mencken, Albert Einstein, Richard Dawkins, and Salman Rushdie.
Mortality (2012) presents a collection of essays written by Christopher Hitchens after he was diagnosed with esophageal
cancer. In these blinks, you'll explore fundamental questions addressing death and life, the nature of pain and how we cope
with them.
Messages From My Father
From Alcohol to Zionism--The Very Best of Christopher Hitchens
Love, Poverty, and War
Summary of Mortality: Christopher Hitchens' Essays on Dying by Christopher Hitchens
A Memoir
A Hitch in Time
Irascible and forthright, Christopher Hitchens stood out as a man determined to do just
that. In his younger years, a career-minded socialist, he emerged from the smoke of 9/11
a neoconservative “Marxist,” an advocate of America’s invasion of Iraq filled with
passionate intensity. Throughout his life, he played the role of universal gadfly, whose
commitment to the truth transcended the party line as well as received wisdom. But how
much of this was imposture? In this highly critical study, Richard Seymour casts a cold
eye over the career of the “Hitch” to uncover an intellectual trajectory determined by
expediency and a fetish for power. As an orator and writer, Hitchens offered something
unique and highly marketable. But for all his professed individualism, he remains a
recognizable historical type—the apostate leftist. Unhitched presents a rewarding and
entertaining case study, one that is also a cautionary tale for our times.
Since the end of the Cold War so-called experts have been predicting the eclipse of
America's "special relationship" with Britain. But as events have shown, especially in
the wake of 9/11, the political and cultural ties between America and Britain have grown
stronger. Blood, Class and Empire examines the dynamics of this relationship, its many
cultural manifestations—the James Bond series, PBS "brit Kitsch," Rudyard Kipling—and
explains why it still persists. Contrarian, essayist and polemicist Christopher Hitchens
notes that while the relationship is usually presented as a matter of tradition, manners,
and common culture, sanctified by wartime alliance, the special ingredient is empire;
transmitted from an ancien regime that has tried to preserve and renew itself thereby.
England has attempted to play Greece to the American Rome, but ironically having
encouraged the United States to become an equal partner in the business of empire,
Britain found itself supplanted.
Courageous, insightful and candid thoughts on malady and mortality from one of our most
celebrated writers.
A New York Times bestseller from the author of Dusk, Night Dawn, Hallelujah Anyway, Bird
by Bird, and Almost Everything. Author Anne Lamott writes about the three simple prayers
essential to coming through tough times, difficult days and the hardships of daily life.
Readers of all ages have followed and cherished Anne Lamott’s funny and perceptive
writing about her own faith through decades of trial and error. And in her new book,
Help, Thanks, Wow, she has coalesced everything she knows about prayer to these
fundamentals. It is these three prayers – asking for assistance from a higher power,
appreciating what we have that is good, and feeling awe at the world around us – that can
get us through the day and can show us the way forward. In Help, Thanks, Wow, Lamott
recounts how she came to these insights, explains what they mean to her and how they have
helped, and explores how others have embraced these same ideas. Insightful and honest as
only Anne Lamott can be, Help, Thanks, Wow is the everyday faith book that new Lamott
readers will love and longtime Lamott fans will treasure.
For the Sake of Argument
The Pregnant Widow
Essays and Minority Reports
The Faith of Christopher Hitchens
The Postponed Liberation of Iraq
The Trial of Christopher Hitchens
Terror, Iraq, and the Left
2016 Winner of the Gospel Coalition Book Awards At the time of his death, Christopher Hitchens was the
most notorious atheist in the world. And yet, all was not as it seemed. “Nobody is not a divided self, of
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course,” he once told an interviewer, “but I think it’s rather strong in my case.” Hitchens was a man of
many contradictions: a Marxist in youth who longed for acceptance among the social elites; a peacenik
who revered the military; a champion of the Left who was nonetheless pro-life, pro-war-on-terror, and
after 9/11 something of a neocon; and while he railed against God on stage, he maintained
meaningful—though largely hidden from public view—friendships with evangelical Christians like Francis
Collins, Douglas Wilson, and the author Larry Alex Taunton. In The Faith of Christopher Hitchens,
Taunton offers a very personal perspective of one of our most interesting and most misunderstood public
figures. Writing with genuine compassion and without compromise, Taunton traces Hitchens’s spiritual
and intellectual development from his decision as a teenager to reject belief in God to his rise to
prominence as one of the so-called “Four Horsemen” of the New Atheism. While Hitchens was, in the
minds of many Christians, Public Enemy Number One, away from the lights and the cameras a warm
friendship flourished between Hitchens and the author; a friendship that culminated in not one, but two
lengthy road trips where, after Hitchens’s diagnosis of esophageal cancer, they studied the Bible
together. The Faith of Christopher Hitchens gives us a candid glimpse into the inner life of this
intriguing, sometimes maddening, and unexpectedly vulnerable man. “If everyone in the United States
had the same qualities of loyalty and care and concern for others that Larry Taunton had, we'd be living
in a much better society than we do.” ~ Christopher Hitchens
Over the course of his 60 years, Christopher Hitchens has been a citizen of both the United States and
the United Kingdom. He has been both a socialist opposed to the war in Vietnam and a supporter of the
U.S. war against Islamic extremism in Iraq. He has been both a foreign correspondent in some of the
world's most dangerous places and a legendary bon vivant with an unquenchable thirst for alcohol and
literature. He is a fervent atheist, raised as a Christian, by a mother whose Jewish heritage was not
revealed to him until her suicide. In other words, Christopher Hitchens contains multitudes. He sees all
sides of an argument. And he believes the personal is political. This is the story of his life, lived large.
The author reflects on the life of his father, an immigrant grocer in Kansas City with a penchant for
swearing off his pleasures and encouraging his son to be a real "mensch"
In this unique biography of Thomas Jefferson, leading journalist and social critic Christopher Hitchens
offers a startlingly new and provocative interpretation of our Founding Father. Situating Jefferson within
the context of America's evolution and tracing his legacy over the past two hundred years, Hitchens
brings the character of Jefferson to life as a man of his time and also as a symbolic figure beyond it.
Conflicted by power, Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence and acted as Minister to France yet
yearned for a quieter career in the Virginia legislature. Predicting that slavery would shape the future of
America's development, this professed proponent of emancipation elided the issue in the Declaration and
continued to own human property. An eloquent writer, he was an awkward public speaker; a reluctant
candidate, he left an indelible presidential legacy. Jefferson's statesmanship enabled him to negotiate the
Louisiana Purchase with France, doubling the size of the nation, and he authorized the Lewis and Clark
expedition, opening up the American frontier for exploration and settlement. Hitchens also analyzes
Jefferson's handling of the Barbary War, a lesser-known chapter of his political career, when his attempt
to end the kidnapping and bribery of Americans by the Barbary states, and the subsequent war with
Tripoli, led to the building of the U.S. navy and the fortification of America's reputation regarding
national defense. In the background of this sophisticated analysis is a large historical drama: the
fledgling nation's struggle for independence, formed in the crucible of the eighteenth-century
Enlightenment, and, in its shadow, the deformation of that struggle in the excesses of the French
Revolution. This artful portrait of a formative figure and a turbulent era poses a challenge to anyone
interested in American history -- or in the ambiguities of human nature.
Faith, Faithlessness, and the Country In Between
The Enduring Anglo-American Relationship
Writers in the Public Sphere
The Lost Art of Reading
Blood, Class and Empire
Summary of Mortality by Christopher Hitchens
American Like Me
Suggests that President Clinton's largest legacy may be the weakening of the presidency and of
the Democratic Party.
"I don’t believe in God, but I miss him." So begins Julian Barnes’s brilliant new book that is,
among many things, a family memoir, an exchange with his brother (a philosopher), a meditation
on mortality and the fear of death, a celebration of art, an argument with and about God, and a
homage to the writer Jules Renard. Barnes also draws poignant portraits of the last days of his
parents, recalled with great detail, affection and exasperation. Other examples he takes up
include writers, "most of them dead and quite a few of them French," as well as some composers,
for good measure. The grace with which Barnes weaves together all of these threads makes the
experience of reading the book nothing less than exhilarating. Although he cautions us that
"this is not my autobiography," the book nonetheless reveals much about Barnes the man and the
novelist: how he thinks and how he writes and how he lives. At once deadly serious and
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dazzlingly playful, Nothing to Be Frightened Of is a wise, funny and constantly surprising tour
of the human condition.
'For the sake of argument, one must never let a euphemism or a false consolation pass
uncontested. The truth seldom lies, but when it does lie it lies somewhere in between.'. The
global turmoil of the last few years has severely tested every analyst and commentator. Few have
written with such insight as Christopher Hitchens about the large events - or with such
discernment and with about the small tell-tale signs of a disordered culture. For the Sake of
Argument ranges from the political squalor of Washington, as a beleaguered Bush administration
seeks desperately to stave off disaster and Clinton prepares for power, to the twilight of
Stalinism in Prague; from the Jewish quarter of Damascus in the aftermath of the Gulf War to the
embattled barrios of Central America and the imperishable resistance of Saralevo, as a difficult
peace is negotiated with ruthless foes. Hitchens' unsparing account of Western realpolitik in
the end shows it to rest on delusion as well as deception. The reader will find in these pages
outstanding essays on political asassination in America as well as a scathing review of the
evisceration of politics by pollsters and spin-doctors. Hitchens' knowledge of the tortuous
history of revolutions in the twentieth century helps him to explain both the New York
intelligentsia's flirtation with Trotskyism and the frailty of Communist power structures in
Eastern Europe. Hitchens' pointed reassessments of Graham Greene, P.G. Wodehouse and C.L.R.
James, or his riotous celebration of drinkiny and smoking, display an engaging enthusiasm and an
acerbic wit. Equally entertaining is his unsparing rogues' gallery, which gives us unforgettable
portraits of the lugubrious 'Dr'Kissinger, the comprehensively reactionary 'Mother' Teresa, the
preposterous Paul Johnson and the predictable P.J. O'Rourke.
"I did not, I wish to state, become a journalist because there was no other ‘profession' that
would have me. I became a journalist because I did not want to rely on newspapers for
information." Love, Poverty and War: Journeys and Essays showcases America's leading
polemicist's rejection of consensus and cliché, whether he's reporting from abroad in Indonesia,
Kurdistan, Iraq, North Korea, or Cuba, or when his pen is targeted mercilessly at the likes of
William Clinton, Mother Theresa ("a fanatic, a fundamentalist and a fraud"), the Dalai Lama,
Noam Chomsky, Mel Gibson and Michael Bloomberg. Hitchens began the nineties as a "darling of the
left" but has become more of an "unaffiliated radical" whose targets include those on the
"left," who he accuses of "fudging" the issue of military intervention in the Balkans,
Afghanistan and Iraq. Yet, as Hitchens shows in his reportage, cultural and literary criticism,
and opinion essays from the last decade, he has not jumped ship and joined the right but is
faithful to the internationalist, contrarian and democratic ideals that have always informed his
work.
Unacknowledged Legislation
College Students on the Community of Mortals
Illness as Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors
Thomas Paine's Rights of Man
Arguably

Death is a hard topic to talk about, but exploring it openly can lead to a new understanding about how to live. In this series of
eighteen essays, college students examine death in new ways. Their essays provide remarkable ideas about how death can
transform people and societies. Alfred G. Killilea, a professor of political science at the University of Rhode Island, teams up with
former student Dylan D. Lynch and various contributors to share insights about a multitude of issues tied to death, including
terrorists, child soldiers, Nazism, fascism, suicide, capital punishment and the Black Death. Other essays explore death themes in
classic and contemporary literature, such as in Dante, Peter Pan, Kurt Vonnegut, and Christopher Hitchens. Still others explore
death in modern context, considering the work of Jane Goodall, the threat of death on Mount Everest, the origins of the “Grim
Reaper,” and how violent street gangs deal with death. At a time when American politics suffers from deep ideological divisions
that could make our nation ungovernable, our mutual mortality may be the most potent force for unifying us and helping us to
find common ground.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER From award-winning actress and political activist America Ferrera comes a
vibrant and varied collection of first-person accounts from prominent figures about the experience of growing up between
cultures. America Ferrera has always felt wholly American, and yet, her identity is inextricably linked to her parents’ homeland
and Honduran culture. Speaking Spanish at home, having Saturday-morning-salsa-dance-parties in the kitchen, and eating
tamales alongside apple pie at Christmas never seemed at odds with her American identity. Still, she yearned to see that identity
reflected in the larger American narrative. Now, in American Like Me, America invites thirty-one of her friends, peers, and
heroes to share their stories about life between cultures. We know them as actors, comedians, athletes, politicians, artists, and
writers. However, they are also immigrants, children or grandchildren of immigrants, indigenous people, or people who otherwise
grew up with deep and personal connections to more than one culture. Each of them struggled to establish a sense of self, find
belonging, and feel seen. And they call themselves American enthusiastically, reluctantly, or not at all. Ranging from the heartfelt
to the hilarious, their stories shine a light on a quintessentially American experience and will appeal to anyone with a complicated
relationship to family, culture, and growing up.
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