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Laughing Matters Humour In The Language Classroom
Increased productivity. High morale. Effective change management. Reduced
workplace conflict, stress, and burnout. These aren't laughing matters -- or are they?
Most business leaders today completely overlook one of the most valuable tools
available to them humor. Using dozens of examples and anecdotes, this book explores
the connections between humor and creativity, teamwork, risk-taking, and effective
communication. In addition to exploring the benefits of humor, the author also provides
research-based explanations and answers to important questions like: -- What is
humor? -- Why is it so closely related to creativity -- How does it reduce stress? The
book also includes exercises and tips to help you experience the benefits of humor for
yourself, and will show you how to implement them in your work.
This is a easy-to-read How-To book written to make people's lives better; filled with
brief explanations of how and why humor and laughter truly are the “Best Prescription,”
it shows how physical science, psychology and history all make that case. The author
seasons the narrative with funny stories, his cartoons and quotes from Woody Allen, Dr.
Seuss, Maya Angelou and others.Chapter 1 - How and why laughing heals: Looks at
the sciences and successes of laughter in healing;Chapter 2 - Reducing stress and
pain with laughter: Explores the causes of our discomfort and solutions; Chapter 3
-“Laugh and the world laughs with You.” The social scene; shows how humor can help
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at work, at home, everywhere;Chapter 4 - The who, what, when, where & how to humor
yourself: An easy-to-follow roadmap to put laughter back in your life.Chapter 5 - Where
the Laughs are: A treasure of resources; laugh generators, including movies, TV, book
and articles. The book's subtitle says it all: It's about “How to use humor…to heal
yourself, to reduce stress, to sleep better (without the pills)and live a happier, healthier
life. All for FREE!“The design is great. Very inviting. Easy to read and fine examples of
the redemptive power of a chuckle. I think the book can be seriously helpful to people
who are ill as well as healthy sourpuss people, if some loving friend will get the book to
them.” Jim Allen, Producer, Steve Allen comedy writer"I have to tell you how much I
enjoyed your book. I laughed a lot and it was a good reminder of how much a sense of
humor can get us through almost anything." Perri O'Shaughnessy, Author
Collects jokes and humorous illustrations about different aspects of the game of
baseball.
A Serious Look at Humour
The Serious Role of Comedy in Social Justice
The Functions of Humor in Grace Paley and Louise Erdrich
Bits and Pieces of this and That, Wits and Verse from a Poet's Hat
Samuel Beckett
A Comedian and an Activist Walk into a Bar
In a media-saturated world, humour stands out as a form of social
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communication that is especially effective in re-appropriating and
questioning architectural and urban culture. Whether illuminating the
ambivalences of metropolitan life or exposing the shock of
modernisation, cartoons, caricature, and parody have long been potent
agents of architectural criticism, protest and opposition. In a novel
contribution to the field of architectural history, this book outlines
a survey of visual and textual humour as applied to architecture, its
artefacts and leading professionals. Employing a wide variety of
visual and literary sources (prints, the illustrated press,
advertisements, theatrical representations, cinema and TV), thirteen
essays explore an array of historical subjects concerning the critical
reception of projects, buildings and cities through the means of
caricature and parody. Subjects range from 1750 to the present, and
from Europe and the USA to contemporary China. From William Hogarth
and George Cruikshank to Osbert Lancaster, Adolf Loos' satire, and
Saul Steinberg's celebrated cartoons of New York City, graphic and
descriptive humour is shown to be an enormously fruitful, yet largely
unexplored terrain of investigation for the architectural and urban
historian.
"The aim of this study is to track De Rerum Natura along two paths of
satire. One is the broad boulevard of satiric literature from the
beginnings of Greek poetry to the plays, essays, and broadcast media
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of the modern world. The other is the narrower lane of Roman verse
satire, satura, whose canon begins in the Middle Republic with Ennius
and Lucilius and closes with Juvenal, an author of the Flavian era.
The first main portion of this book (chapters 2-3) focuses on
Lucretius and Roman satura, while the following chapters broaden the
scope to satiric elements of Lucretius more generally, but still with
plenty of reference to the poets of Roman satura as satirists par
excellence. By examining how Lucretius' poem employs the tools,
techniques, and tactics of satire-by evaluating how and where in De
Rerum Natura the speaker functions as a satirist-we gain, I argue, a
fuller, richer understanding of how the poem works and how its poetry
interacts with its purported philosophical program. Attention to the
role of De Rerum Natura in the more specific tradition of Roman verse
satire demonstrates that Lucretius' poem stands as a detour on the
genre's highway, a swerve in the trajectory of satura. The numerous
satiric passages and frequently satiric narrator of De Rerum Natura
draw on earlier Roman satire, and in turn the poem influences the
later satiric verse of Horace, Persius, and Juvenal. While De Rerum
Natura is not in and of itself a member of the Roman genre of satire,
it is an important player in the genre's development"-Laughing Matters showcases how a range of contemporary writers
including Jon Stewart and David Sedaris craft persuasive arguments,
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using humor to make their case while entertaining the reader. Many
cultural commentators note that we live in an age of comedy. Staples
of comic rhetoric-irony, sarcasm, and various forms of lampoon and
caricature-have become dominant forms of public discourse, readily
available through both traditional print forms and the electronic
medis that drive public culture. Contemporary comedy helps define
public issues and delivers critical perspectives on courses of action,
judgments on the morality and effectiveness of policy decisions, and
praise and blame for elected leaders. Given this cultural moment, a
guide to analyzing how comic arguments are made-and to crafting such
arguments using the rhetorical strategies particular to comedy-seems
timely.
The Science of When We Laugh and Why
Baseball Jokes
Architectural Histories of Humour, Satire and Wit
Humor and American Politics in the Media Age
The Humor and Perspective of George Bernie Yandell
Humor and the Holocaust

What really makes people laugh? In order to answer this question, Steve Jacobi decided to
perform in six comedy clubs across the UK, charting his material and the audience
reaction along they way. This book is the story of his masochistic and often hilarious
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journey.
Part road-trip comedy and part social science experiment, a scientist and a journalist
travel the globe to discover the secret behind what makes things funny, questioning
countless experts, including Louis C.K., along the way.
Abe and his friend Sol are out for a walk together in a part of town they haven't been in
before. Passing a Christian church, they notice a curious sign in front that says "$1,000 to
anyone who will convert." "I wonder what that's about," says Abe. "I think I'll go in and
have a look. I'll be back in a minute; just wait for me." Sol sits on the sidewalk bench and
waits patiently for nearly half an hour. Finally, Abe reappears. "Well," asks Sol, "what
are they up to? Who are they trying to convert? Why do they care? Did you get the
$1,000?" Indignantly Abe replies, "Money. That's all you people care about." Ted Cohen
thinks that's not a bad joke. But he also doesn't think it's an easy joke. For a listener or
reader to laugh at Abe's conversion, a complicated set of conditions must be met. First, a
listener has to recognize that Abe and Sol are Jewish names. Second, that listener has to be
familiar with the widespread idea that Jews are more interested in money than anything
else. And finally, the listener needs to know this information in advance of the joke, and
without anyone telling him or her. Jokes, in short, are complicated transactions in which
communities are forged, intimacy is offered, and otherwise offensive stereotypes and
cliches lose their sting—at least sometimes. Jokes is a book of jokes and a book about them.
Cohen loves a good laugh, but as a philosopher, he is also interested in how jokes work,
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why they work, and when they don't. The delight at the end of a joke is the result of a
complex set of conditions and processes, and Cohen takes us through these conditions in a
philosophical exploration of humor. He considers questions of audience, selection of joke
topics, the ethnic character of jokes, and their morality, all with plenty of examples that
will make you either chuckle or wince. Jokes: more humorous than other philosophy
books, more philosophical than other humor books. "Befitting its subject, this study of
jokes is . . . light, funny, and thought-provoking. . . . [T]he method fits the material,
allowing the author to pepper the book with a diversity of jokes without flattening their
humor as a steamroller theory might. Such a book is only as good as its jokes, and most of
his are good. . . . [E]ntertainment and ideas in one gossamer package."—Kirkus Reviews
"One of the many triumphs of Ted Cohen's Jokes-apart from the not incidental fact that
the jokes are so good that he doesn't bother to compete with them-is that it never tries to
sound more profound than the jokes it tells. . . . [H]e makes you feel he is doing an unusual
kind of philosophy. As though he has managed to turn J. L. Austin into one of the Marx
Brothers. . . . Reading Jokes makes you feel that being genial is the most profound thing we
ever do-which is something jokes also make us feel-and that doing philosophy is as natural
as being amused."—Adam Phillips, London Review of Books "[A] lucid and jargon-free
study of the remarkable fact that we divert each other with stories meant to make us
laugh. . . . An illuminating study, replete with killer jokes."—Kevin McCardle, The Herald
(Glasgow) "Cohen is an ardent joke-maker, keen to offer us a glimpse of how jokes are
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crafted and to have us dwell rather longer on their effects."—Barry C. Smith, Times
Literary Supplement "Because Ted Cohen loves jokes, we come to appreciate them more,
and perhaps think further about the quality of good humor and the appropriateness of
laughter in our lives."—Steve Carlson, Christian Science Monitor
Why Humor Is a Secret Weapon in Business and Life (And how anyone can harness it.
Even you.)
Laughing Matter
Ha!
Laughing Matters, Comic Timing
Learning to Laugh When Life Stinks
Laughing Matters: the value of humor in the workplace
A global tour of Jewish humor since the Holocaust.
Laughing Matters takes an analytic approach to film, television and radio
comedy and provides an accessible overview of its forms and contexts. The
introduction explains the value of studying comedy, concisely outlines the
approach taken and summarises the relevant theories. The subsequent
chapters are divided into two parts. The first part examines the specific
forms comedy has taken as a constant and key element in film and
broadcast comedy from their origins to the present. The second part shows
how the genre gravitates towards contentious issues in British and
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American culture as it finds humour in the boundaries of class, gender,
sexuality, race and logic. The authors cover silent cinema comedy including
Chaplin, Lloyd and Keaton, sound film comedies including the Marx
Brothers and Laurel and Hardy, Romantic film comedy, radio, television
situation and sketch comedy, comedy and genre (including parody and
spoof), animations from cartoons to CGI, issues of gender and sexuality
from drag comedy to queer reading, issues of taste and humour from Carry
On to contemporary 'gross-out' , and issues of race and ethnicity including
a case study of African-American screen comedy. Numerous opportunities
for following up are highlighted and advice on further reading, writing
academically about comedy and an extensive bibliography add to the value
of this textbook.
Presents a collection of jokes and riddles about such unpleasant topics as
creepy-crawlies and smelly things.
Laughing Matters
Towards a Personal Philosophy of Wit and Humor
How to Use Humor... to Heal Yourself, to Reduce Stress, to Sleep Better
(without the Pills) and Live a Happier, Healthier Life. All for FREE!
A Global Search for What Makes Things Funny
Jokes Quotes & Anecdotes
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A Celebration of American Humor
Reads Beckett's comic timing as part of a post-war ethics of
representationSamuel Beckett is a funny writer. He is also an author whose work
is taken to respond ethically to the unspeakable seriousness of the postHolocaust situation. How can these two statements sit together?Ranging widely
over Beckett's fiction, drama, and critical writings, and including readings of
Murphy, the Trilogy, Waiting for Godot, Endgame, the late prose, and the late
plays, the book demonstrates that it is through Beckett's comic timing that we
can understand the double gesture of his art: the ethical obligation to represent
the world how it is while, at the same time, opening up a space for how it ought
to be.Key Features:* Presents innovative readings of the comedy found in
Beckett's fiction, drama and critical writings* Spans Beckett's entire oeuvre,
using published and unpublished sources* Engages with recent and
contemporary philosophical approaches to literature, including work by Derrida,
Badiou, Levinas, and Adorno* Makes a unique contribution to theoretical work on
comedy and laughter* Provides a rigorous introduction to the theoretical debates
surrounding the relationship between modernist literature and a post-war ethics
of representation
Find Out What’s So Funny When Nothing’s Funny Sometimes life just
stinks—people disappoint, bad things happen, and hardship comes. Laughing
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Matters is a collection of stories that shows the difference between those who
resign and those who rejoice when reality bites. Readers will be encouraged to
choose joy, to find hope, and to discover the abundant life Christ offers all who
follow Him. Author and humorist Phil Callaway—once described as “Dave Barry
with a message”—employs his revealing and hilarious style to remind readers
that, “it’s always darkest just before the fridge door opens.” Do you resign or
rejoice when reality bites? Sometimes life just stinks. People disappoint. Bad
things happen. Hardship comes in double helpings. The last thing you want to do
is laugh. So let hilarious humorist Phil Callaway show you—as only he can—that
some of the darkest times are those just before the fridge door opens. *** ** *** **
“Everything Phil Callaway writes is full of life because he’s discovered a
fabulous secret: The joy of Christ doesn’t go away, even when life is a mess.”
Luis Palau, President of the Luis Palau Evangelistic Association “Phil really
knows how to get in touch with his spiritual funny bone.” Janette Oke,
Bestselling author “One page into this book and I’m quaking with laughter.
Callaway has the uncanny ability to uncover the funny in any situation and report
it with inspirational wit.” Paul L. Maier, Coauthor of The DaVinci Code: Fact or
Fiction? “This book is an excellent source of encouragement for anyone in the
midst of a crisis who may be asking God that hardest question of all: ‘Why?’”
Martha Bolton, Author of Cooking with Hot Flashes and Didn’t My Skin Used to
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Fit? Story Behind the Book Phil Callaway wrote this book after a five-year journey
he and his wife embarked upon when she began having seizures. He discovered
that when life throws you curve balls, juices lemons in your eyes, scrunches you
in a knuckle sandwich…the last thing you want to do is laugh. And at the moment
we realize that life can just plain stink, “this book helps us know where to go
from that point,” he says. Celebrities like Dave Dravecky, Barbara Johnson,
Gloria Gaither, and Joni Eareckson Tada have endorsed Callaway’s positive
approach to trials. “Everything Phil Callaway writes is full of life because he’s
discovered a fabulous secret: The joy of Christ doesn’t go away, even when life
is a mess,” says evangelist Luis Palau.
WALL STREET JOURNAL, LOS ANGELES TIMES, AND USA TODAY
BESTSELLER • Anyone—even you!—can learn how to harness the power of humor
in business (and life), based on the popular class at Stanford’s Graduate School
of Business. Don’t miss the authors’ TED Talk, “Why great leaders take humor
seriously,” online now. “The ultimate guide to using the magical power of funny
as a tool for leadership and a force for good.”—Daniel H. Pink, #1 New York Times
bestselling author of When and Drive We are living through a period of
unprecedented uncertainty and upheaval in both our personal and professional
lives. So it should come as a surprise to exactly no one that trust, human
connection, and mental well-being are all on the decline. This may seem like no
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laughing matter. Yet, the research shows that humor and laughter are among the
most valuable tools we have at our disposal for strengthening bonds and
relationships, diffusing stress and tension, boosting resilience, and performing
when the stakes are high. That’s why Jennifer Aaker and Naomi Bagdonas teach
the popular course Humor: Serious Business at the Stanford Graduate School of
Business, where they help some of the world’s most hard-driving, blazerwearing business minds infuse more humor and levity into their work and lives.
In Humor, Seriously, they draw on findings by behavioral scientists, world-class
comedians, and inspiring business leaders to reveal how humor works and—more
important—how you can use more of it, better. Aaker and Bagdonas unpack the
theory and application of humor: what makes something funny, how to mine your
life for material, and simple ways to identify and leverage your unique humor
style. They show how to use humor to rebuild vital connections; appear more
confident, competent, and authentic at work; and foster cultures where levity and
creativity can thrive. President Dwight David Eisenhower once said, “A sense of
humor is part of the art of leadership, of getting along with people, of getting
things done.” If Dwight David Eisenhower, the second least naturally funny
president (after Franklin Pierce), thought humor was necessary to win wars, build
highways, and warn against the military-industrial complex, then you might
consider learning it too.
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The Laughing Cure
Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters
Laughing Matters!
Humor in Art : an Exploration of Humor in American Art, 1960's and 70's
Using Humor in Classroom Activities
Why Laughing Matters
The writer who developed the acclaimed series "M*A*S*H," among other
hits, looks back on his long career from radio onward in the company of Mel
Brooks, Jack Paar, Neil Simon and others
This book explores the paradoxes of theatrical comedy which emerge both
in comic theater and in efforts to discern its meaning. Scott Cutler
Shershow views comedy not only as the classical "mirror of nature," but
also as a tradition of performance whose familiar conventions reflect our
own opposing visions of human life: criticism or acceptance of the world,
cynicism or optimism, derision or forgiveness. The very act of evaluating
comedy also reveals its paradoxical nature, as critics become caught up in
what Shershow calls comedy's "constantly shifting perspective." In
examining the basic building blocks of comic nature--plot and
character--Shershow discovers a pattern of critical contradiction that
ironically defines the paradox of comedy itself. He then looks at classical
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comic plays by Plautus, Machiavelli, and Middleton, focusing on the ironic
tensions with the themes of money and lust. Then, seeking a still deeper
truth within the nature of performance itself, Shershow analyzes such plays
as Euripides' Helen, Beckett's Endgame, Mayakovsky's Mystery Bouffe, and
Shaw's Man and Superman. Here he finds a transcendence of irony, as
optimism and reconciliation emerge as genuine alternatives to ironic
pretense.
From the acclaimed writer, director, and star of the hit documentary The
Muslims are Coming! comes a memoir in essays about growing up IranianAmerican in a post-9/11 world and the power of comedy to combat racism.
Negin Farsad is an Iranian-American-Muslim female stand-up comedian who
believes she can change the world through jokes. And yes, sometimes that
includes fart jokes. In this candid and uproarious book, Farsad shares her
personal experiences growing up as the "other" in an American culture that
has no time for nuance. In fact, she longed to be black and/or Mexican at
various points of her youth, you know, like normal kids. Right? RIGHT?
Writing bluntly and hilariously about the elements of race we are often too
politically correct to discuss, Farsad takes a long hard look at the
iconography that still shapes our concepts of "black," "white," and "Muslim"
today-and what it means when white culture defines the culture. Farsad
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asks the important questions like, What does it mean to have a hyphenated
identity? How can we actually combat racism, stereotyping, and exclusion?
Do Iranians get bunions at a higher rate than other ethnic groups? (She's
asking for a friend.) HOW TO MAKE WHITE PEOPLE LAUGH tackles these
questions with wit, humor, and incisive intellect. And along the way, you
might just learn a thing or two about tetherball, Duck Dynasty, and wine
slushies.
Laughter After
How to Make White People Laugh
The Paradox of Comedy
Laughing Atoms, Laughing Matter
Humour. Satire & Other Laughing Matters in the Twentieth Century
Laughing Matters, a Serious Look at Humour
Laughing Matters offers over 120 activities which will inject some light-hearted fun into
lessons whilst still being grounded in respected language learning theory. Humour is a
very effective way to help students remember key concepts and structures. The book
contains step-by-step guidance on how to carry out the activities and suggestions for
further work.
Comedy is a powerful contemporary source of influence and information. In the stillevolving digital era, the opportunity to consume and share comedy has never been as
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available. And yet, despite its vast cultural imprint, comedy is a little-understood vehicle
for serious public engagement in urgent social justice issues – even though humor offers
frames of hope and optimism that can encourage participation in social problems.
Moreover, in the midst of a merger of entertainment and news in the contemporary
information ecology, and a decline in perceptions of trust in government and traditional
media institutions, comedy may be a unique force for change in pressing social justice
challenges. Comedians who say something serious about the world while they make us
laugh are capable of mobilizing the masses, focusing a critical lens on injustices, and
injecting hope and optimism into seemingly hopeless problems. By combining
communication and social justice frameworks with contemporary comedy examples,
authors Caty Borum Chattoo and Lauren Feldman show us how comedy can help to serve
as a vehicle of change. Through rich case studies, audience research, and interviews with
comedians and social justice leaders and strategists, A Comedian and an Activist Walk
Into a Bar: The Serious Role of Comedy in Social Justice explains how comedy – both in
the entertainment marketplace and as cultural strategy – can engage audiences with issues
such as global poverty, climate change, immigration, and sexual assault, and how activists
work with comedy to reach and empower publics in the networked, participatory digital
media age.
An entertaining tour of the science of humor and laughter Humor, like pornography, is
famously difficult to define. We know it when we see it, but is there any way to figure out
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what we really find funny? In this fascinating investigation into the science of humor and
laughter, neuroscientist Scott Weems uncovers what's happening in our heads when we
giggle, guffaw, or double over with laughter. Beginning with the premise that humor arises
from inner conflict in the brain, Weems explores such issues as why surprise is so
important for humor, why computers are terrible at recognizing what's funny, and why
cringe-worthy stereotypes make us laugh the hardest. From the role of insult jokes to the
benefit of laughing for our immune system responses, Ha! reveals why humor is so
idiosyncratic, and why how-to books alone will never help us become funnier people.
Packed with the latest research, amusing anecdotes (and even a few jokes), Ha! is a
delightful tour of why humor is so important to our daily lives.
Jokes
Gross-Out Jokes
Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura and Satire
On Writing M-A-S-H, Tootsie, Oh, God!, and a Few Other Funny Things
Humor, Seriously
Laughing at Architecture
A serious examination of what constitutes jokes and humour, with
particular reference to social and psychological aspects. It deals
with such questions as: why do we find certain people and situations
funny?; Why do we laugh?; Why do we pay people to make us laugh?; and
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What is humour for?
It's been said that every interesting person has a past -- and Bernie
Yandell is no exception. When Bernie's daughter discovers a box of his
old manuscripts, she is amazed by the treasure that has been hidden
for so long. Bernie's writing shows his previously unarticulated
perspective on living with optimism and laughter.
This book examines the role of humor in modern American politics.
Written by a wide range of authors from the fields of political
science and communication, this book is organized according to two
general topics: how the modern media present political humor the
various ways in which political humor influences politics. Laughing
Matters is an excellent text for courses on media and politics, public
opinion, and campaigns and elections.
Humour in the Language Classroom
Laughing matters
Humor in the Post-1945 American Novel
The Humor Code
Humour for All Ages and Occasions
Emotional and Physical Healing?A Comedian Reveals Why Laughter Really
Is the Best Medicine

Dr. Brian King is a psychologist and stand-up comedian
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whose humor therapy seminars are attended by more than ten
thousand people each year. In The Laughing Cure, King
combines wit with medical research to reveal the benefits
of laughter and humor on physical and emotional health.
King’s language is humorous and uplifting, and his advice
is backed in science. The Laughing Cure features clinical
studies and interviews with some of the nation’s top
doctors that prove that laughter lowers blood pressure,
reduces stress hormones, increases muscle flexion, boosts
immune systems, and triggers endorphins. It’s been shown to
relieve depression, to produce a general sense of
wellbeing, even to make us more productive, loving, and
kind. The Laughing Cure presents step-by-step guidance and
proven techniques to embrace laughter as both medicine for
current conditions and preventative medicine. This highly
unique and enjoyable read explains why much-talked about,
but little understood methods of therapy like those
embraced by acclaimed humor doctor Patch Adams—played by
Robyn Williams in a 1998 film—and laughter yoga actually
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work. Growing up, King wanted to be a stand-up comic; his
PhD. was his backup plan. Little did he know, the impact
his unique situation would put him in, the way it would
allow him to help others. Very few doctors have the ability
to heal the way that King does; his method is cheap, easy,
chemical-free—even fun. With The Laughing Cure, readers
will learn how—and why—laughter saves lives.
Comic Tradition in India
Stupid Men Jokes and Other Laughing Matters
Understanding film, television and radio comedy
Humor Works
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