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Iron Age Lives provides the first integrated academic treatment of the Iron Age of Britain
and Ireland. After considering the social changes that marked the end of the Later
Bronze Age, it examines the environmental, economic, demographic and cultural factors
that underpinned the emergence of the fragmented and regionalised societies of the
Early Iron Age. Subsequent chapters trace the development of increasingly complex and
distinctive social forms across Britain and Ireland including the hillfort societies of
southern England and the Welsh Marches; village communities of the Upper Thames
Valley; the dense settlement landscapes, cemeteries and chariot burials of East
Yorkshire; the hillfort communities of Northumbria and south-east Scotland; the brochbuilding societies of Atlantic Scotland; and the ritual landscapes of Iron Age Ireland
Central themes that cut across the book's broadly chronological structure include: the
creation and expression of individual and collective identities; the social role of art and
religion; changing gender roles; technological innovation, including iron-working and
rotary technology; the complex and varied treatments of the dead; gift-giving, trade and
exchange; and the role of conflict and violence. The text is supported throughout by box
features expanding on individual sites, objects, themes or debates and the book
focuses, where appropriate, on fresh and exciting new finds and discoveries from the
last few years including, for example, the well-preserved bog bodies from eastern
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Ireland, recently excavated chariot burials from Newbridge and Ferry Fryston, Iron Age
roads from East Anglia, the Midlands and Ireland, musical instruments from High
Pasture Cave in Skye and Cnip in Lewis, the shrine containing gold torcs from
Stirlingshire, and the impact of AMS dating on the chronologies of Iron Age art and
burial.
The Druids and the Arthurian legends are all most of us know about early Britain, from
the Neolithic to the Iron Age (4500 BC-AD 43). Drawing on archaeological discoveries
and medieval Welsh texts like the Mabinogion, this book explores the religious beliefs of
the ancient Britons before the coming of Christianity, beginning with the
megaliths--structures like Stonehenge--and the role they played in prehistoric astronomy.
Topics include the mysterious Beaker people of the Early Bronze Age, Iron Age
evidence of the Druids, the Roman period and the Dark Ages. The author discusses the
myths of King Arthur and what they tell us about paganism, as well as what early
churches and monasteries reveal about the enigmatic Druids.
Religion in Late Roman Britain explores the changes in religion over the fourth century;
the historical background for these changes and the forces which contributed to them.
Dorothy Watts examines the reasons for the decline of Christianity and the continuation
of the pagan, Celtic cults in Britain. The author establishes a chronology for the rise and
decline of Christianity, based on the available archaeological evidence, and she charts
the fate of the pagan cults and temples in the fourth century. The author discusses the
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nature of Romano-British pagan religion and she analyses the controversial rite of
decapitated burial in the light of some startling new archaeological evidence.
Affording a clearer depiction of women in the Late Iron Age and Roman Britain than
currently exists, Dorothy Watts examines archaeological, inscriptional and literary
evidence to present a unique assessment of women and their place during the
Romanization of Britain. Analyzing information from over 4,000 burials in terms of age,
health and nutrition, Watt draws comparison with evidence on men’s lives and burials.
Effectively integrating her archaeological findings with the political and social history of
the late Iron Age and Roman period, she expertly places women in their real context.
This fascinating study of women’s status, daily life, religion and death is an invaluable
insight into the lives and loves of women in Roman Britain, and students of history,
women’s studies, classical studies and archaeology will find this book an indispensable
aid to their studies.
Their Nature and Legacy
Iron Age Lives
An Archaeological Perspective
Witches
Defining Religion in the Severn Valley and Adjacent Hills from the Iron Age to the Early
Medieval Period
Celtic Religion in Roman Britain
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This book was written at a time when the older conventional
diffusionist view of prehistory, largely associated with the
work of V. Gordon Childe, was under rigorous scrutiny from
British prehistorians, who still nevertheless regarded the
‘Arras’ culture of eastern Yorkshire and the ‘Belgic’ cemeteries
of south-eastern Britain as the product of immigrants from
continental Europe. Sympathetic to the idea of population
mobility as one mechanism for cultural innovation, as widely
recognized historically, it nevertheless attempted a critical reappraisal of the southern British Iron Age in its continental
context. Subsequent fashion in later prehistoric studies has
favoured economic, social and cognitive approaches, and the
cultural-historical framework has largely been superseded.
Routine use of radiocarbon dating and other science-based
applications, and new field data resulting from developer-led
archaeology have revolutionized understanding of the British
Iron Age, and once again raised issues of its relationship to
continental Europe.
A three-part volume, consisting of synthesis, and a two-part
gazetteer. Examines what is known about the development of
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religion in the area of the Severn Valley from the Late Bronze
Age to the foundation of the minsters in the early medieval
period. The second part of the survey is concerned with the
association of religion, community and territory, and
consequently deals with the ways in which these aspects were
interrelated. A framework is proposed for explaining the longterm development of communities in the region from late
prehistory to the historical period.
Traces the history & development of Celtic Paganism &
Christianity specifically in Wales, but also in relation to the
rest of the British Isles including Ireland, from the Iron Age
to the present. A study of the transition between the pagan
religions & Christianity & how the early Church, in the Celtic
countries struggled with & later absorbed the earlier forms of
spirituality, clearly seen in the development of Celtic
Christianity when pagan & Christian beliefs co-existed, albeit
in an uneasy & sometimes violent relationship. Also covers how
the Roman Catholic version of Christianity arrived in England at
the end of the 6th century & its affect on the Celtic Church;
how Celtic Christianity was suppressed & the effect this was to
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have on the history & theology of the Church in the Middle Ages.
The influence of Celtic Christianity on the Arthurian legends &
the Grail romances is explored, as is the resurgence of interest
in Celtic Christianity today.
Ancient Classical authors have painted the Druids in a bad
light, defining them as a barbaric priesthood, who 2,000 years
ago perpetrated savage and blood rites in ancient Britain and
Gaul in the name of their gods. Archaeology tells a different
and more complicated story of this enigmatic priesthood, a
theocracy with immense political and sacred power. This book
explores the tangible ‘footprint’ the Druids have left behind:
in sacred spaces, art, ritual equipment, images of the gods,
strange burial rites and human sacrifice. Their material culture
indicates how close was the relationship between Druids and the
spirit-world, which evidence suggests they accessed through druginduced trance.
Religion in Britain from the Megaliths to Arthur
An Archaeological and Mythological Exploration
Atlantic Europe in the First Millennium BC
Recent Research in Roman Britain : with a Gazetteer of RomanoPage 6/22
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Celtic Temples in Continental Europe
Investigating An Ancient Religion
Ritual and Rubbish in the Iron Age of Wessex
This volume of 33 papers on the Atlantic region of Western Europe in the
first millennium BC reflects a diverse range of theoretical approaches,
techniques, and methodologies across current research, and is an
opportunity to compare approaches to the first millennium BC from
different national and theoretical perspectives.
Using archaeology and social anthropology, and more than 100 original line
drawings and photographs, An Archaeology of Images takes a fresh look at
how ancient images of both people and animals were used in the Iron Age
and Roman societies of Europe, 600 BC to AD 400 and investigates the
various meanings with which images may have been imbued. The book
challenges the usual interpretation of statues, reliefs and figurines as
passive things to be looked at or worshipped, and reveals them instead as
active artefacts designed to be used, handled and broken. It is made clear
that the placing of images in temples or graves may not have been the only
episode in their biographies, and a single image may have gone through
several existences before its working life was over. Miranda Aldhouse
Green examines a wide range of other issues, from gender and identity to
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foreignness, enmity and captivity, as well as the significance of the
materials used to make the images. The result is a comprehensive survey of
the multifarious functions and experiences of images in the communities
that produced and consumed them. Challenging many previously held
assumptions about the meaning and significance of Celtic and Roman art,
An Archaeology of Images will be controversial yet essential reading for
anyone interested in this area.
This volume explores the pervasive influence exerted by some prehistoric
monuments on European social life over thousands of years, and reveals
how they can act as a node linking people through time, possessing huge
ideological and political significance. Through the advancement of
theoreticalapproaches and scientific methodologies, archaeologists have
been able to investigate how some of these monuments provide resources
to negotiate memories, identities, and power and social relations
throughout European history.The essays in this collection examine the lifehistories of carefully chosen megalithic monuments, stelae and statuemenhirs, and rock art sites of various European and Mediterranean regions
during the Iron Age and Roman and Medieval times. By focusing on the
concrete interaction between people,monuments, and places, the volume
offers an innovative outlook on a variety of debated issues. Prominent
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among these is the role of ancient remains in the creation,
institutionalization, contestation, and negotiation of social identities and
memories, as well as their relationship with politicaleconomy in early
historic European societies.By contributing to current theoretical debates
on materiality, landscape, and place-making, The Lives of Prehistoric
Monuments in Iron Age, Roman, and Medieval Europe seeks to overcome
disciplinary boundaries between prehistory and history, and highlight the
long-term, genealogical nature of ourengagement with the world.
This fully illustrated sourcebook covers all aspects of the gods, ritual
customs, cult objects and sacred places of the ancient Celts.
Religion in Roman Britain
Britain and the Celtic Iron Age
Angels & Goddesses
Artefacts and Archaeology
The Iron Age in Lowland Britain
Gods and Rituals in Roman Britain from Caesar to Constantine
This is the first survey of religious beliefs in the British Isles from the Stone Age
to the coming of Christianity. Hutton draws upon a wealth of new data to reveal
some important rethinking about Christianization and the decline of paganism.
The author has been a familiar speaker at Theoretical Archaeology Group
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meetings in Britain for a number of years and his general approach must now be
familiar to many people. His specific argument that pit deposits usually
interpreted as `rubbish' are in fact structured in a meaningful way is sure to be of
interest to all archaeologists involved with the investigation of middens or faunal
`rubbish' deposits, though taphonomists may remain sceptical. The wider
implications for the study of the Iron Age in Britain (especially his
historiographical critique of past `culture-historical' approaches) are also
stimulating.
Looks at Celtic artifacts, including sculpture, coins, jewelry, helmets, spears, and
shields, describes what life was like in the iron age, and discusses Celtic religion,
culture, and society
This book examines the widespread evidence for the removal, curation and
display of the human head in Iron Age Europe.
Death and Burial in Iron Age Britain
Britain BC: Life in Britain and Ireland Before the Romans (Text Only)
Headhunting and the Body in Iron Age Europe
Ritual and Religion in Iron Age Britain
An Archaeology of Images
Temples, Churches, and Religion

A mass of new research has prompted fundamental reappraisals of
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Britain's Iron Age, challenging in particular the idea that Iron Age
Britons were part of the family of European peoples known as Celts and
suggesting that the truth is more complex.
Using a comparative and broad perspective, Religion, Politics and
Society in Britain 800-1066 draws on archaeology, art history, material
culture, texts from charms to chronicles, from royal law-codes to
sermons to poems, and other evidence to demonstrate the centrality of
Christianity and the Church in Britain 800-1066. It delineates their
contributions to the changes in politics, economy, society and culture
that occurred between 800 and 1066, from nation-building to
practicalities of government to landscape. The period 800-1066 saw
the beginnings of a fundamental restructuring of politics, society and
economy throughout Christian Europe in which religion played a central
role. In Britain too the interaction of religion with politics and society
was profound and pervasive. There was no part of life which
Christianity and the Church did not touch: they affected belief, thought
and behaviour at all levels of society. This book points out
interconnections within society and between archaeological, art
historical and literary evidence and similarities between aspects of
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culture not only within Britain but also in comparison with Armenian
Christendom. A. E. Redgate explores the importance of religious ideas,
institutions, personnel and practices in the creation and expression of
identities and communities, the structure and functioning of society
and the life of the individual. This book will be essential reading for
students of early medieval Britain and religious and social history.
An authoritative and radical rethinking of the history of Ancient Britain
and Ancient Ireland, based on remarkable new archaeological finds.
Two thousand years ago, the Romans sought to absorb into their
empire what they regarded as a remote, almost mythical island on the
very edge of the known world - Britain. The expeditions of Julius Caesar
and the invasion of ad 43 brought fundamental and lasting changes to
the island. Not least among these was a pantheon of new Classical
deities and religious systems, along with a clutch of exotic eastern
cults including Christianity. But what of Britannia and her own homegrown deities? What cults and cosmologies did the Romans encounter
and how did they in turn react to them? Under Roman rule, the old
gods were challenged, adopted, adapted, absorbed and re-configured.
In this fresh and innovative new account, Miranda Aldhouse-Green
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balances literary, archaeological and iconographic evidence (and
scrutinizes their shortcomings and how we interpret them) to illuminate
the complexity of religion and belief in Roman Britain, and the two-way
traffic of cultural exchange and interplay between imported and
indigenous cults. Despite the remoteness of this period, on the
threshold between prehistory and history, many of the forces, tensions,
ideologies and issues of identity at work are still relevant today, as
Sacred Britannia skilfully draws out.
Celtic Christianity & Paganism in Ancient Britain
The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British Isles
Religion in Late Roman Britain
The Lives of Prehistoric Monuments in Iron Age, Roman, and Medieval
Europe
The Archaeology of Britain and Ireland 800 BC - AD 400
Pagan Britain
Britain's pagan past, with its mysterious monuments, atmospheric sites, enigmatic
artifacts, bloodthirsty legends, and cryptic inscriptions, is both enthralling and perplexing
to a resident of the twenty-first century. In this ambitious and thoroughly up-to-date book,
Ronald Hutton reveals the long development, rapid suppression, and enduring cultural
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significance of paganism, from the Paleolithic Era to the coming of Christianity. He
draws on an array of recently discovered evidence and shows how new findings have
radically transformed understandings of belief and ritual in Britain before the arrival of
organized religion. Setting forth a chronological narrative, Hutton along the way makes
side visits to explore specific locations of ancient pagan activity. He includes the wellknown sacred sites—Stonehenge, Avebury, Seahenge, Maiden Castle, Anglesey—as well as
more obscure locations across the mainland and coastal islands. In tireless pursuit of the
elusive “why” of pagan behavior, Hutton astonishes with the breadth of his understanding
of Britain’s deep past and inspires with the originality of his insights.
Apart from Christianity and the Oriental Cults, religion in Roman Britain is often
discussed as though it remained basically Celtic in belief and practice, under a thin veneer
of Roman influence. Using a wide range of archaeological evidence, Dr Henig shows that
the Roman element in religion was of much greater significance and that the natural
Roman veneration for the gods found meaningful expression even in the formal rituals
practised in the public temples of Britain.
In this volume, Harding examines the deposition of Iron Age human and animal remains
in Britain and challenges the assumption that there should have been any regular form of
cemetery in prehistory, arguing that the dead were more commonly integrated into
settlements of the living than segregated into dedicated cemeteries.
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The two volumes will publish 32 articles based upon sessions at the Roman Archaeology
Conference (Birmingham 2005), the European Association of Archaeologists (Lyon
2004), and the Sixth Workshop of the Fontes Epigraphici Religionis Celticae Antiquae
(London 2005). The 16 articles in volume 1 fall within sections on Britain, Gaul and
Germany; Spain and Gallia Narbonensis; Central Europe and the Balkans; Artefacts and
dedications; and The survival and location of sacred places. A highlight is the first full
report on the Senuna treasure and shrine at Ashwell by R. Jackson and G. Burleigh.
Women in Early Britain
Sacred Britannia
Life in the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age
Britain Begins
Coins and Power in Late Iron Age Britain
Iconology and Cosmology in Iron Age and Roman Europe

Designed as a supplementary resource for students who have an interest in the ancient Near
East and biblical history, this volume provides a basic introduction to the historical,
archaeological, and socio-contextual aspects of ancient Israel during its early foundation
period through the endof the monarchy in Judah. Victor Matthews integrates extra-biblical
information on the physical realities of geo- and super-power politics, international and
interregional movement of peoples, and the evolutionary process of complex states in the
ancient Near East with information from biblicalnarratives in order to explore the
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development of ancient Israelites' identity, cultural traditions, and interactions with other
major cultures. In particular, he examines aspects of everyday life in both village culture and
urban settings as a key to the development of social, legal, and religioustraditions and
practices. The History of Bronze and Iron Age Israel features an easy to navigate format, nontechnical language, and a series of informative insets that highlights important
methodological concepts and comparative material.
This book examines daily life for children in Prehistoric Britain. Chapters focus on the Stone,
Bronze and Iron ages, looking at family life, finding food, education, religion, art, culture and
much more.
Until now the old religions of Britain have only been looked at in a piecemeal way. This book
presents a detailed and focused investigation of the religion of the Dobunni and the Hwicce
peoples who occupied the Severn valley and the Cotswolds immediately before and after the
Roman occupation. It uncovers some secrets of the old religion of Britain that have lain
hidden in reams of unconnected and largely forgotten information, from a variety of sources.
The first part of the book concerns the deification of the natural world; the second, the
deities of the tribal groups. It explores the deities of the different areas of the
Dobunnic/Hwiccan territory; identifying the goddess of the Cotswolds, and describes how
the worship manifested itself. Yeates demonstrates how the deification of rivers was
important and how this has led to the location of a number of ancient river shrines as well as
the identification of a number of monumental arrangements used by the peoples in their
religious activities and folk-group identity; numerous recognizably pre-Old English folknames are also shown to relate specifically to river-names, town-names, and folk-groupPage 16/22
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names. The religious use of the hill-forts, of which there are so many dotted over the
landscape, and their shrines is discussed. These are connected with mineral extraction,
warfare, nemetons, and sacred groves. The use for standing totems and burial practices is
also covered. Once the associations are made between deity, river, and folk-group, and all
other aspects of religion have been discussed the deity who resided over the Dobunni is
revealed. Her cult, which was evident in the major Roman towns, can be traced back into the
Iron Age, and can be identified as the inspiration for the tribal name Hwicce . This shows an
element of continuity in British culture, not recognized previously because of the assumed
obliteration of British culture due to the extent, success, and longevity of the Roman
occupation and Anglo-Saxon migration. Understanding the tribal goddess also explains why
this people were "the tribe of witches". Finally, it is recognised that these gods did not perish
but persisted in medieval legends, traditions and place-names. Although at its core this is a
study of two British tribes, the work will have a major impact on the understanding of preChristian religion not only in Britain but also in Western Europe generally.
Cunobelin, Shakespeare's Cymbeline, ruled much of south-east Britain in the years before
Claudius' legions arrived, creating the Roman province of Britannia. But what do we know of
him and his rule, and that of competing dynasties in south-east Britain? This book examines
the background to these, the first individuals in British history. It explores the way in which
rulers bolstered their power through the use of imagery on coins, myths, language and
material culture. After the visit of Caesar in 55 and 54 BC, the shadow of Rome played a
fundamental role in this process. Combining the archaeological, literary and numismatic
evidence, John Creighton paints a vivid picture of how people in late Iron Age Britain reacted
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to the changing world around them.
Rethinking the Ancient Druids
Religion, Community and Territory
The Tribe of Witches
Crossing the Divide
The Religion of the Dobunni and Hwicce
149,1
Clues to T.C. Lethbridge’s books lie in their subtitles. Witches:
Investigating an Ancient Religion is no exception. In his study of the
old pagan gods of Britain, Lethbridge believed that witch cults had
their roots in prehistory and eventually became a religion of the
suppressed classes.Similarities between eastern and ancient western
religions provided him with evidence of ancient collusion. He believed
Britain’s island status acted as a filter for external inflences and
ideas. No belief on the continent ever arrived intact which made the
study of British customs so intriguing.His study of Dianic belief and
the transmigration of souls led him to believe in a universal,
controlling intelligence. He linked the concept of the evolving mind
with the Laws of Karma, the Avatars and other religious teachings of
the world and concluded that Druidic belief was not a million miles
away from modern psychical research.
Britain's pagan past, with its astonishing number and variety of
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mysterious monuments, atmospheric sites, enigmatic artefacts,
bloodthirsty legends and cryptic inscriptions, has always enthralled
and perplexed us. 'Pagan Britain' is a history of religious beliefs
from the Old Stone Age to the coming of Christianity. This ambitious
book integrates the latest evidence to survey our transformed - and
transforming - understanding of early religious behaviour; and, also,
the way in which that behaviour has been interpreted in recent times,
as a mirror for modern dreams and fears. From the Palaeolithic era to
the coming of Christianity and beyond, Hutton reveals the long
development, rapid suppression and enduring cultural significance of
paganism. Woven into the chronological narrative are numerous case
studies of sacred sites both well-known - Stonehenge, Avebury,
Seahenge and Maiden Castle - and more unusual far-flung locations
across the mainland and coastal islands.
"This compilation of essays written by leading scholars in the fields
of Iron Age and Roman archaeology in Britain examines the ways in
which the study of sites, artifacts, and ancient societies are
interdependent. Emphasizing the role of archaeologists as interpreters
of people, not things, the essays show how objects studies can move
beyond description and instead foster communication with the past.
Topics covered include Iron Age and Romano-British religion; the Roman
army in Wales; Roman bronze, pottery, and glass objects; the Roman
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economy; and museum objects."
A lively and authoritative investigation into the lives of our
ancestors, based on the revolution in the field of Bronze Age
archaeology which has been taking place in Norfolk and the Fenlands
over the last twenty years, and in which the author has played a
central role.
A Study on the Formation of a Specific Archaeological Record
Aspects of the Celtic and Roman World
The Gods of the Celts
Investigating an Ancient Religion
Iron Age Hillforts in Britain and Beyond
Religion, Politics and Society in Britain, 800-1066

Widely regarded as major visible field monuments of the Iron
Age, hillforts are central to an understanding of later
prehistoric communities in Britain and Europe. Harding reviews
the changing perceptions of hillforts and the future prospects
for hillfort research, highlighting aspects of contemporary
investigation and interpretation.
Impressive in every sense, this hugely ambitious and assured
book takes as its subject the entire history of the British
Isles from the end of the last Ice Age and their physical
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emergence as islands all the way down to the Norman Conquest.
Barry Cunliffe's magisterial narrative is abetted by
correspondingly high production values, and whilst complex ideas
are explained with admirable clarity, making the book an ideal
introduction to Britain's prehistory and early history, there
would be plenty here for the most seasoned professional to enjoy
and profit from. Cunliffe kicks off with an examination of the
ways in which our ancestors have conceived the distant past,
from medieval myths to the dawn of modern archaeology. The
remainder of the book is roughly chronological in structure.
Prominent themes include the 'problem of origins', where
Cunliffe's own research has been of such significance (the
Celtic from the west hypothesis is synthesised here with
concision and flair), and the importance of communication,
connectivity and cultural transmission is emphasised throughout,
with the Channel, the Atlantic and the North Sea seen as
highways linking Britain and Ireland to the continent and
building up an ongoing narrative which is anything but narrowly
insular.
The History of Bronze and Iron Age Israel
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Witches (RLE Witchcraft)
The Celts of the West
Boudicca's Heirs
Continuity and Innovation in Religion in the Roman West
Part i
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