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In Power Objects in Tibetan Buddhism: The Life,
Writings, and Legacy of Sokdokpa Lodrö Gyeltsen,
James Duncan Gentry explores how objects of power
figure in Tibetan religion, society, and polity through a
study of the life of the Tibetan Buddhist ritual specialist
Sokdokpa Lodrö Gyeltsen (1552-1624) within the
broader context of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
Tibet. In presenting Sokdokpa's career and legacy,
Gentry traces the theme of power objects across a wide
spectrum of genres to show how Tibetan Buddhists
themselves have theorized about objects of power and
implemented them in practice. This study therefore
provides a lens into how power objects serve as points
of convergence for elite doctrinal discourses, sociopolitical dynamics, and popular religious practices in
Tibetan Buddhist societies.
The Wiley Blackwell Companion to East and Inner
AsianBuddhism combines outstanding contributions
covering Buddhismas it developed and is practiced in
this region. Thesenewly-commissioned essays provide
fresh scholarly perspectives on awide range of
concepts, texts, and practices. Offers a comprehensive
and balanced survey of Buddhism withinEast and
Central Asia, from the time of the Buddha through to
thepresent day Provides fresh perspectives on a wide
range of concepts, texts,traditions, doctrines, practices,
and institutions ‒ ontopics spanning gender roles,
Page 1/35

Download Free Inside Tibetan Buddhism Rituals
And Symbols Revealed
tantric rituals, and the spread ofZen into Europe Brings
together cutting-edge research by an
interdisciplinaryand international contributor team,
including historians,literature scholars, and historians,
as well as those fromreligious studies Presents a
panoramic view of the extraordinary richness
andvariety of local Buddhist expressions and practices
within Chinese,Korean, Japanese, and Tibetan, cultures
This groundbreaking study focuses on a village called
Te in a "Tibetanized" region of northern Nepal. While
Te's people are nominally Buddhist, and engage the
services of resident Tibetan Tantric priests for a range of
rituals, they are also exponents of a local religion that
involves blood sacrifices to wild, unconverted territorial
gods and goddesses. The village is unusual in the
extent to which it has maintained its local autonomy
and also in the degree to which both Buddhism and the
cults of local gods have been subordinated to the
pragmatic demands of the village community. Charles
Ramble draws on extensive fieldwork, as well as 300
years' worth of local historical archives (in Tibetan and
Nepali), to re-examine the subject of confrontation
between Buddhism and indigenous popular traditions
in the Tibetan cultural sphere. He argues that Buddhist
ritual and sacrificial cults are just two elements in a
complex system of self-government that has evolved
over the centuries and has developed the character of a
civil religion. This civil religion, he shows, is remarkably
well adapted to the preservation of the community
against the constant threats posed by external attack
and the self-interest of its own members. The beliefs
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and practices of the local popular religion, a highly
developed legal tradition, and a form of government
that is both democratic and accountable to its people
all these are shown to have developed to promote
survival in the face of past and present dangers.
Ramble's account of how both secular and religious
institutions serve as the building blocks of civil society
opens up vistas with important implications for Tibetan
culture as a whole.
The Taming of the Demons examines mythic and ritual
themes of violence, demon taming, and blood sacrifice
in Tibetan Buddhism. Taking as its starting point Tibet's
so-called age of fragmentation (842 to 986 C.E.), the
book draws on previously unstudied manuscripts
discovered in the "library cave" near Dunhuang, on the
old Silk Road. These ancient documents, it argues,
demonstrate how this purportedly inactive period in
Tibetan history was in fact crucial to the Tibetan
assimilation of Buddhism, and particularly to the spread
of violent themes from tantric Buddhism into Tibet at
the local and the popular levels. Having shed light on
this "dark age" of Tibetan history, the second half of the
book turns to how, from the late tenth century onward,
the period came to play a vital symbolic role in Tibet, as
a violent historical "other" against which the Tibetan
Buddhist tradition defined itself. -- Georges Dreyfus
A Handbook on Ceremonial Objects and Ritual
Furnishings in the Tibetan Temple
The Feminine Principle in Tibetan Buddhism
Power Objects in Tibetan Buddhism
Rituals of Sovereignty in Buryat Buddhism
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Tibetan Buddhism in the Qing Dynasty
Her Visualization, Rituals, and Forms
Religious Revival and Cultural Identity

Classical Tibetan Buddhist scriptures forbid
the selling of Buddhist objects, and yet there
is today a thriving market for Buddhist
statues, paintings, and texts. In Buddha in the
Marketplace, Alex John Catanese investigates
this practice, which continues to be viewed as
a form of "wrong livelihood" by modern
Tibetan Buddhist scholars. Drawing on
textual and historical sources, as well as
ethnographic research conducted in the
region of Amdo, Tibet, Catanese follows the
trajectory of Buddhist objects from their
status as noncommodities prior to the
Cultural Revolution to their emergence as
commodities on the open market in the
modern period. The book examines why
Tibetans have more recently begun to sell
such objects for their personal livelihoods
when their religious tradition condemns such
business activities in the strongest possible
terms. Addressing the various societal and
religious ramifications of these commercial
practices, Catanese illustrates how such
activity is leading to significant cultural and
economic changes, transforming the "moral
economy" associated with Buddhist objects,
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and contributing to a reinterpretation of
Tibetan Buddhist identity.
Explore new research on the religious and
cultural traditions of the Himalayan Buddhist
world. Over decades, hundreds of American
undergraduates spending a semester abroad
have been introduced to Tibetan culture in
India, Nepal, and China by Hubert Decleer. A
number went on to become prominent
scholars in the field at institutions such as
Yale, Berkeley, and Georgetown, and as a
tribute to him they have put together this
collection of cutting-edge research in
Himalayan studies, bringing together
contributions of this new generation with
those of senior researchers in the field. This
new research on the religion and culture of
the Himalayan Buddhist world spans a broad
range of subjects, periods, and approaches,
and the diversity and strength of the
contributions ensures Himalayan Passages be
warmly welcomed by scholars, travelers, and
Tibetan Buddhists alike. Highlights include:
Donald S. Lopez, Jr. tells the story of Gendun
Chopel's unusual visit to Sri Lanka in 1941.
Leonard van der Kuijp examines the
Bodhicittavivarana, an ancient work on the
enlightened resolve to free all beings. Kabir
Mansingh Heimsath compares Western and
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Chinese curatorial approaches to Tibetan
modern art. Alexander von Rospatt
illuminates the fascinating history and
artistic details of the famous Svayambhu
stupa in Kathmandu. Sarah H. Jacoby
translates the short autobiography of Sera
Khandro, the celebrated female Tibetan
mystic of a century ago. Additional
contributors include Franz-Karl Ehrhard,
Ernst Steinkellner, Jacob P. Dalton, Iain
Sinclair, Anne Vergati, Punya Prasad Parajuli,
and Dominique Townsend.
Ritual is one of the most pervasive religious
phenomena in the Tibetan cultural world.
Despite its ubiquity and importance to
Tibetan cultural life, however, only in recent
years has Tibetan ritual been given the
attention it deserves. This is the first
scholarly collection to focus on this important
subject. Unique in its historical, geographical
and disciplinary breadth, this book brings
together eleven essays by an international
cast of scholars working on ritual texts,
institutions and practices in the greater
Tibetan cultural world - Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan,
and Mongolia. While most of the chapters
focus on Buddhism, two deal with ritual in
Tibet's indigenous Bon religion. All of the
essays are original to this volume. An
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extensive introduction by the editor provides
a broad overview of Tibetan ritual and
contextualizes the chapters within the field of
Buddhist and Tibetan studies. The book
should find use in advanced undergraduate
courses and graduate seminars on Tibetan
religion. It will also be of interest to students
and scholars of ritual generally.
This book describes and analyses the
structure and performance of Tibetan
Buddhist death rituals, and situates that
performance within the wider context of
Buddhist death practices generally. Drawing
on a detailed and systematic comparative
survey of existing records of Tibetan funerary
practices, including historical travel
accounts, anthropological and ethnographic
literature, Tibetan texts and academic
studies, it demonstrates that there is no
standard form of funeral in Tibetan
Buddhism, although certain elements are
common. The structure of the book follows
the twin trajectories of benefiting the
deceased and protecting survivors; in the
process, it reveals a rich and complex panoply
of activities, some handled by religious
professionals and others by lay persons. This
information is examined to identify
similarities and differences in practices, and
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the degree to which Tibetan Buddhist funeral
practices are consistent with the mortuary
rituals of other forms of Buddhism. A number
of elements in these death rites which at first
appear to be unique to Tibetan Buddhism may
only be ‘Tibetan’ in their surface
characteristics, while having roots in
practices which pre-date the transmission of
Buddhism to Tibet. Filling a gap in the
existing literature on Tibetan Buddhism, this
book poses research challenges that will
engage future scholars in the field of
Buddhism, Tibetan Buddhism and
Anthropology.
The Taming of the Demons
The Spread of Tibetan Buddhism in China
Tibetan Buddhism and Civil Religion in
Highland Nepal
The Navel of the Demoness
A Guide to Mind, Karma, and Cosmos in the
Buddhist World
Mind Seeing Mind
Luminous Bliss
A fascinating exploration of the role that
magic has played in the history of
Buddhism As far back as we can see in
the historical record, Buddhist monks
and nuns have offered services including
healing, divination, rain making,
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aggressive magic, and love magic to
local clients. Studying this history,
scholar Sam van Schaik concludes that
magic and healing have played a key role
in Buddhism's flourishing, yet they have
rarely been studied in academic circles
or by Western practitioners. The
exclusion of magical practices and
powers from most discussions of
Buddhism in the modern era can be seen
as part of the appropriation of Buddhism
by Westerners, as well as an effect of
modernization movements within Asian
Buddhism. However, if we are to
understand the way Buddhism has
worked in the past, the way it still works
now in many societies, and the way it
can work in the future, we need to
examine these overlooked aspects of
Buddhist practice. In Buddhist Magic,
van Schaik takes a book of spells and
rituals--one of the earliest that has
survived--from the Silk Road site of
Dunhuang as the key reference point for
discussing Buddhist magic in Tibet and
beyond. After situating Buddhist magic
within a cross-cultural history of world
magic, he discusses sources of magic in
Buddhist scripture, early Buddhist rituals
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of protection, medicine and the spread
of Buddhism, and magic users. Including
material from across the vast array of
Buddhist traditions, van Schaik offers
readers a fascinating, nuanced view of a
topic that has too long been ignored.
Based on newly discovered texts, this
book explores the barely known but
tremendously influential thought of the
Tibetan Buddhist teacher, Mabja
Jangchub Tsöndrü (d. 1185).This Tibetan
Buddhist master exercised significant
influence on the interpretation of
Madhyamaka thinking in Tibet during the
formative phase of Tibetan Buddhism
and plays a key role in the religious
thought of his day and beyond. The book
studies the framework of Mabja's
philosophical project, holding it up
against the works of both his own
Madhyamaka teachers as well as those
of central authors of the later "classical
period." The emerging account of the
evolution of Madhyamaka in Tibet
reveals a striking pattern of
transformative appropriations. This, in
turn, affords us insights into the nature
and function of tradition in Tibetan
religious culture and Mahāyāna
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Buddhism at large. Innovation is
demanded for both the advancement and
consolidation of tradition. This groundbreaking book is an invaluable
contribution to the study of Tibetan
philosophy. It is of great interest to
Buddhist practitioners, specialists in
Buddhist philosophy and Tibetan
Buddhism.
The vast majority of monasteries in Tibet
and nearly all of the monasteries in
Mongolia belong to the Geluk school of
Tibetan Buddhism, best known through
its symbolic head, the Dalai Lama.
Historically, these monasteries were
some of the largest in the world, and
even today some Geluk monasteries
house thousands of monks, both in Tibet
and in exile in India. In Building a
Religious Empire, Brenton Sullivan
examines the school's expansion and
consolidation of power along the frontier
with China and Mongolia from the midseventeenth through the mid-eighteenth
centuries to chart how its rise to
dominance took shape. In contrast to the
practice in other schools of Tibetan
Buddhism, Geluk lamas devoted an
extraordinary amount of effort to
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establishing the institutional frameworks
within which everyday aspects of
monastic life, such as philosophizing,
meditating, or conducting rituals, took
place. In doing so, the lamas drew on
administrative techniques usually
associated with statemaking—standardization, recordkeeping, the conscription of young
males, and the concentration of
manpower in central cores, among
others—thereby earning the moniker
"lama official," or "Buddhist bureaucrat."
The deployment of these bureaucratic
techniques to extend the Geluk
"liberating umbrella" over increasing
numbers of lands and peoples leads
Sullivan to describe the result of this
Geluk project as a "religious empire."
The Geluk lamas' privileging of the
monastic institution, Sullivan argues,
fostered a common religious identity
that insulated it from factionalism and
provided legitimacy to the Geluk project
of conversion, conquest, and expansion.
Ultimately, this system succeeded in
establishing a relatively uniform and
resilient network of thousands of
monasteries stretching from Nepal to
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Lake Baikal, from Beijing to the Caspian
Sea.
For anyone interested in what happens
after death, this is a definitive guide to
the concept of rebirth, or reincarnation,
in Buddhism. Reincarnation has been a
popular belief in cultures throughout the
world for many millennia. The possibility
that we lived before and may be born
again, whether as a human or in some
other form of existence, continues to
fascinate us and features heavily in
popular novels and movies, and also as a
subject of recent scholarly studies.
Although Buddhism is one of the
religious traditions best known for
asserting rebirth, the history and scope
of Buddhist approaches to the idea has
not received comprehensive
treatment—until now. This first-ever
guide to ideas and practices surrounding
rebirth in Buddhism covers the historical
context for the Buddha’s teachings on
the topic, explains what Buddhists
believe is actually reborn and where,
surveys rebirth-related practices in
multiple Buddhist cultures, and
considers whether all Buddhist traditions
agree about what happens after death.
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The book also addresses interpretations
of rebirth in modern Buddhist contexts
and recent scientific attempts to
document reincarnation in conversation
with Buddhist beliefs It is, in short, the
first truly comprehensive overview of
rebirth across the major Buddhist
traditions, written by a leading scholar
and teacher of Buddhism.
Buddhism in Contemporary Tibet
Tibetan Rituals of Death
Mabja Jangchub Tsöndrü and the
Traditions of the Middle Way
Divination, Healing, and Enchantment
through the Ages
Buddhist Funerary Practices
The Gathering of Intentions
The Cult of Tara
Inside Tibetan BuddhismRituals and Symbols
RevealedHarper San Francisco
Gray Tuttle reveals the surprising role
Buddhism and Buddhist leaders played in the
development of the modern Chinese state and
in fostering relations between Tibet and
China from the Republican period (1912-1949)
to the early years of Communist rule. Tuttle
offers new insights on the impact of modern
ideas of nationalism, race, and religion in
East Asia. He draws on previously unexamined
archival and governmental materials, as well
as personal memoirs of Chinese politicians
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and Buddhist monks, and ephemera from
religious ceremonies.
Through ten contributions written by
specialists, Revisiting Rituals in a Changing
Tibetan World examines the changes rituals
have undergone in Tibet, Nepal and Mongolia
in the wake of political and socio-cultural
upheavals.
Rich in detail and visually powerful, this
compelling picture book provides insight into
the intricate and profound world of Tibetan
Buddhism. Striking images of sacred spaces,
participants, art, and ritual choreography
are used to explain such precepts as karma,
emptiness, compassion, death and rebirth, the
Eight Fold Path, and the processes of Tantric
deity practice. 150 color and black-and-white
photos.
The Wiley Blackwell Companion to East and
Inner Asian Buddhism
Religious Bodies Politic
Mahamudra and the Geluk Tradition of Tibetan
Buddhism
Tibetan Buddhism, Bureaucracy, and the Rise
of the Gelukpa
The Life, Writings, and Legacy of Sokdokpa
Lodro Gyaltsen
Himalayan Passages
In-Between Bodies

A definitive study of one of the most important practices
in Tibetan Buddhism, with translations of a number of its
key texts. Mahamudra, the “great seal,” refers to the
ultimate nature of mind and reality, to a meditative
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practice for realizing that ultimate reality, and to the final
fruition of buddhahood. It is especially prominent in the
Kagyü tradition of Tibetan Buddhism, so it sometimes
comes as a surprise that mahamudra has played an
important role in the Geluk school, where it is part of a
special transmission received in a vision by the
tradition’s founder, Tsongkhapa. Mahamudra is a
significant component of Geluk ritual and meditative life,
widely studied and taught by contemporary masters such
as the Dalai Lama. Roger Jackson’s Mind Seeing Mind
offers us both a definitive scholarly study of the history,
texts, and doctrines of Geluk mahamudra and masterful
translations of its seminal texts. It provides a skillful
survey of the Indian sources of the teaching, illuminates
the place of mahamudra among Tibetan Buddhist
schools, and details the history and major textual
sources of Geluk mahamudra. Jackson also addresses
critical questions, such as the relation between Geluk
and Kagyü mahamudra, and places mahamudra in the
context of contemporary religious studies. The
translation portion of Mind Seeing Mind includes ten
texts on mahamudra history, ritual, and practice. Among
these are the First Panchen Lama’s root verses and
autocommentary on mahamudra meditation, his ritual
masterpiece Offering to the Guru, and a selection of his
songs of spiritual experience. Mind Seeing Mind adds
considerably to our understanding of Tibetan Buddhist
spirituality and shows how mahamudra came to be
woven throughout the fabric of the Geluk tradition.
"The real history of man is the history of religion." The
truth of the famous dictum of Max Muller, the father of
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the History of Religions, is nowhere so obvious as in
Tibet. Western students have observed that religion and
magic pervade not only the forms of Tibetan art, politics,
and society, but also every detail of ordinary human
existence. And what is the all-pervading religion of Tibet?
The Buddhism of that country has been described to us,
of course, but that does not mean the question has been
answered. The unique importance of Stephan Beyerís
work is that it presents the vital material ignored or
slighted by others: the living ritual of Tibetan Buddhists.
The reader is made a witness to cultic proceedings
through which the author guides him carefully. He does
not force one to accept easy explanations nor does he
direct one's attention only to aspects that can be counted
on to please. He leads one step by step, without omitting
anything, through entire rituals, and interprets whenever
necessary without being unduly obtrusive. Oftentimes, as
in the case of the many hymns to the goddess Tara, the
superb translations speak directly to the reader, and it is
indeed as if the reader himself were present at the ritual.
Focusing on contemporary Tibetan Buddhist revivals in
the Tibetan regions of the Sichuan and Qinghai
Provinces in China, this book explores the intricate
entanglements of the Buddhist revivals with cultural
identity, state ideology, and popular imagination of
Tibetan Buddhist spirituality in contemporary China. In
turn, the author explores the broader socio-cultural
implications of such revivals. Based on detailed crossregional ethnographic work, the book demonstrates that
the revival of Tibetan Buddhism in contemporary China
is intimately bound with both the affirming and negating
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forces of globalization, modernity, and politics of religion,
indigenous identity reclamation, and the market
economy. The analysis highlights the multidimensionality
of Tibetan Buddhism in relation to different religious,
cultural, and political constituencies of China. By
recognizing the greater contexts of China’s politics of
religion and of the global status of Tibetan Buddhism,
this book presents an argument that the revival of
Tibetan Buddhism is not an isolated event limited merely
to Tibetan regions; instead, it is a result of the
intersection of both local and global transformative
changes. The book is a useful contribution to students
and scholars of Asian religion and Chinese studies.
Religious Bodies Politic examines the complex
relationship between transnational religion and politics
through the lens of one cosmopolitan community in
Siberia: Buryats, who live in a semiautonomous republic
within Russia with a large Buddhist population. Looking
at religious transformation among Buryats across
changing political economies, Anya Bernstein argues
that under conditions of rapid social change—such as
those that accompanied the Russian Revolution, the
Cold War, and the fall of the Soviet Union—Buryats have
used Buddhist “body politics” to articulate their
relationship not only with the Russian state, but also with
the larger Buddhist world. During these periods,
Bernstein shows, certain people and their bodies
became key sites through which Buryats conformed to
and challenged Russian political rule. She presents
particular cases of these emblematic bodies—dead
bodies of famous monks, temporary bodies of
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reincarnated lamas, ascetic and celibate bodies of
Buddhist monastics, and dismembered bodies of lay
disciples given as imaginary gifts to spirits—to investigate
the specific ways in which religion and politics have
intersected. Contributing to the growing literature on
postsocialism and studies of sovereignty that focus on
the body, Religious Bodies Politic is a fascinating
illustration of how this community employed Buddhism to
adapt to key moments of political change.
Tibetan Buddhism in Diaspora
Tibetan Renaissance
Buddha in the Marketplace
Tibetan Ritual
Identity and Interpretation in Indian and Tibetan Buddhist
Thought
Tantric Traditions in Transmission and Translation
Tibetan and Newar Studies in Honor of Hubert Decleer
Based on abundant Tibetan and Chinese materials, this book
systematically discusses the development and evolution of
Tibetan Buddhism in China during the Qing Dynasty, and
makes a detailed exposition of the system of Buddhist rituals,
the temporal and religious administration system, study on
living Buddha reincarnation and the system of drawing a lot
from the golden urn, the system of conferment and rewards,
system of certificates of lamas and the management mode of
lamas of Tibetan Buddhism in the Qing Dynasty. It restores
the historical stage background of the activities of important
figures of various sects. This book is not only a supplement
to the previous studies, but also corrects some wrong
judgments caused by the lack of historical data. Therefore,
this book is of great significance to the study of Tibetan
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Buddhism and to the study of local history, political history
and national history
Monasteries have been the locus classicus of the academic
investigation of Tibetan religions. This volume seeks to
balance this emphasis with an exploration of the diverse
religious specialists who operate outside of the monastery in
Tibet and along the Himalayan belt. The articles collected
here depict Tantric professionals, visionaries, village lamas,
spirit mediums, and female religious leaders whose loyalties
reside in the noncelibate sphere but whose activities have
had a significant impact on Tibetan religion. Using
methodologies drawn from anthropological and textual
scholarship, these seven essays bolster our understanding of
religious practices and their performers beyond the
monasteries of Central and Eastern Tibet, Bhutan, and India
from historical times to the present day.
The real history of man is the history of religion. The truth
of the famous dictum of Max Muller, the father of the
History of Religions, is nowhere so obvious as in Tibet.
Western students have observed that religion and magic
pervade not only the forms of Tibetan art, politics, and
society but also every detail of ordinary human existence.
And what is the all-pervading religion of Tibet? Buddhism of
that country has been described to us, of course, but that
does not mean the question has been answered. The unique
importance of Stephan BeyerÍs work is that it presents the
vital material ignored or slighted by others: the living ritual
of Tibetan Buddhists. The reader is made a witness to cultic
proceedings through which the author guides him carefully.
He does not force one to accept easy explanations nor does
he direct one's attention only to aspects that can be counted
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on to please. He leads one step by step, without omitting
anything, through entire rituals, and interprets whenever
necessary without being unduly obtrusive. Oftentimes, as in
the case of the many hymns to the goddess Tara, the superb
translations speak directly to the reader, and it is indeed as if
the reader himself were present at the ritual.
The celebrated career of a venerated scholar inspires incisive
new contributions to the field of Indian and Tibetan
Buddhism. Particularly known for his groundbreaking and
influential work in Tibetan studies, Matthew Kapstein is a
true polymath in Buddhist and Asian studies more generally;
possessing unsurpassed knowledge of Tibetan culture and
civilization, he is also deeply grounded in Sanskrit and
Indology, and his highly accomplished work in these cultural
and civilizational areas has exemplified a whole range of
disciplinary perspectives. Reflecting something of the
astonishing range of Matthew Kapstein’s work and interests,
this collection of essays pays tribute to a luminary in the field
by exemplifying some of the diverse work in Buddhist and
Asian studies that has been impacted by his scholarship and
teaching. Engaging matters as diverse as the legal
foundations of Tibetan religious thought, the teaching
careers of modern Chinese Buddhists, the history of Bhutan,
and the hermeneutical insights of Vasubandhu, these essays
by students and colleagues of Matthew Kapstein are offered
as testament to a singular scholar and teacher whose wideranging work is unified by a rare intellectual selflessness.
The Life, Writings, and Legacy of Sokdokpa Lodrö Gyeltsen
The Foundations of Authority in Gelukpa Monasticism
Tantric Practices and Their Performers in Tibet and the
Himalayas
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Buddhist Magic
Studies in Honor of Matthew Kapstein
Tibetan Book of the Dead
A Religious History of Pure Land Literature in Tibet
A fresh interpretation of the dakini—a
Tibetan Buddhist symbol of the feminine—that
will appeal to practitioners interested in
goddess worship, female spirituality, and
Tantric Buddhism The primary emblem of the
feminine in Tibetan Buddhism is the dakini,
or “sky-dancer,” a semi-wrathful spirit-woman
who manifests in visions, dreams, and
meditation experiences. Western scholars and
interpreters of the dakini, influenced by
Jungian psychology and feminist goddess
theology, have shaped a contemporary critique
of Tibetan Buddhism in which the dakini is
seen as a psychological “shadow,” a feminine
savior, or an objectified product of
patriarchal fantasy. According to Judith
Simmer-Brown—who writes from the point of
view of an experienced practitioner of
Tibetan Buddhism—such interpretations are
inadequate. In the spiritual journey of the
meditator, Simmer-Brown demonstrates, the
dakini symbolizes levels of personal
realization: the sacredness of the body, both
female and male; the profound meeting point
of body and mind in meditation; the visionary
realm of ritual practice; and the empty,
spacious qualities of mind itself. When the
meditator encounters the dakini, living
spiritual experience is activated in a
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nonconceptual manner by her direct gaze, her
radiant body, and her compassionate
revelation of reality. Grounded in the
author's personal encounter with the dakini,
this unique study will appeal to both male
and female spiritual seekers interested in
goddess worship, women's spirituality, and
the tantric tradition.
The topic of materiality has been the subject
of a number of recent works in Religious
Studies, including East Asian Buddhist
Studies. This book analyses objects of power
and their roles in people's lives through the
lens of a single compelling case example:
power objects as they appear throughout the
narrative, philosophical, and ritual writings
of the Tibetan Buddhist ritual specialist
Sokdokpa Lodrö Gyaltsen and his milieu. The
author focuses on the role that these objects
play in the life and work of the Master,
thereby presenting a unique methodological
approach: The study traces the theme of power
objects across a wide spectrum of genres to
present how Tibetan Buddhists themselves have
theorized about objects of power and
implemented them in practice. It thus
provides a lens into how power objects serve
as points of convergence for elite doctrinal
discourses, socio-political dynamics, and
popular religious practices in Tibetan
Buddhist societies. Making an important and
innovative contribution to the field, this is
the first book to discuss materiality in the
context of Tibetan Buddhism. It will be
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essential reading for scholars working on
Tibetan Buddhism, and of great interest to
those studying Tibetan ritual, Tibetan
history and Buddhism and material culture.
* First systematic review of Tibetan ritual
art* Never-before-published Buddhist art
objects* Written by expert on Tibetan art,
Michael HenssTibetan Buddhist art is not only
rich in figural icons but also extremely
diverse in its symbols and ritual objects.
This first systematic review is an abundantly
illustrated reference book on Tibetan ritual
art that aids our understanding of its
different types and forms, its sacred
meanings and ceremonial functions. Over
eighteen chapters, several hundred different
implements are documented in detail, in many
cases for the first time and often in their
various styles and iconographic forms: altar
utensils and amulets, masks and mirrors,
magic daggers and mandalas, torma sculptures
and prayer objects, vajras and votive
tablets, sacrificial vessels and oracle
crowns, stupas and spirit traps, ritual
vases, textiles, furniture, and symbolic
emblems. These are accompanied by many
historical and modern text sources, as well
as rare recorded oral material from highranking Tibetan masters. This long-awaited
handbook is a must-have for all those with a
profound interest in Buddhist art and
religion.
Tantric traditions in both Buddhism and
Hinduism are thriving throughout Asia and in
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Asian diasporic communities around the world,
yet they have been largely ignored by Western
scholars until now. This collection of
original essays fills this gap by examining
the ways in which Tantric Buddhist traditions
have changed over time and distance as they
have spread across cultural boundaries in
Asia. The book is divided into three sections
dedicated to South Asia, Central Asia, and
East Asia. The essays cover such topics as
the changing ideal of masculinity in Buddhist
literature, the controversy triggered by the
transmission of the Indian Buddhist deity
Heruka to Tibet in the 10th century, and the
evolution of a Chinese Buddhist Tantric
tradition in the form of the True Buddha
School. The book as a whole addresses complex
and contested categories in the field of
religious studies, including the concept of
syncretism and the various ways that the
change and transformation of religious
traditions can be described and articulated.
The authors, leading scholars in Tantric
studies, draw on a wide array of
methodologies from the fields of history,
anthropology, art history, and sociology.
Tantric Traditions in Transmission and
Translation is groundbreaking in its attempt
to look past religious, linguistic, and
cultural boundaries.
Buddhism Beyond the Monastery
Revisiting Rituals in a Changing Tibetan
World
Building a Religious Empire
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Consecration of Images and St?pas in IndoTibetan Tantric Buddhism
Identity, Ritual and State in Tibetan
Buddhism
Reasons and Lives in Buddhist Traditions
Dakini's Warm Breath

The imperialist ambitions of China – which invaded Tibet
in the late 1940s – have sparked the spectacular spread of
Tibetan Buddhism worldwide, and especially in western
countries. This work is a study on the malleability of a
particular Buddhist tradition; on its adaptability in new
contexts. The book analyses the nature of the Tibetan
Buddhism in the Diaspora. It examines how the resignification of Tibetan Buddhist practices and
organizational structures in the present refers back to the
dismantlement of the Tibetan state headed by the Dalai
Lama and the fragmentation of Tibetan Buddhist religious
organizations in general. It includes extensive multi-sited
fieldwork conducted in the United States, Brazil, Europe,
and Asia and a detailed analysis of contemporary
documents relating to the global spread of Tibetan
Buddhism. The author demonstrates that there is a "deinstitutionalized" and "de-territorialized" project of political
power and religious organization, which, among several
other consequences, engenders the gradual
"autonomization" of lamas and lineages inside the religious
field of Tibetan Buddhism. Thus, a spectre of these
previous institutions continues to exist outside their
original contexts, and they are continually activated in evernew settings. Using a combination of two different
academic traditions – namely, the Brazilian
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anthropological tradition and the American Buddhist
studies tradition – it investigates the "process of cultural resignification" of Tibetan Buddhism in the context of its
Diaspora. Thus, it will be a valuable resource to students
and scholars of Asian Religion, Asian Studies and
Buddhism.
This is a major anthropological study of contemporary
Tibetan Buddhist monasticism and tantric ritual in the
Ladakh region of North-West India and of the role of
tantric ritual in the formation and maintenance of
traditional forms of state structure and political
consciousness in Tibet. Containing detailed descriptions
and analyses of monastic ritual, the work builds up a
picture of Tibetan tantric traditions as they interact with
more localised understandings of bodily identity and
territorial cosmology, to produce a substantial reinterpretation of the place of monks as ritual performers
and peripheral householders in Ladakh. The work also
examines the central and indispensable role of incarnate
lamas, such as the Dalai Lama, in the religious life of
Tibetan Buddhists.
Derived from a Buddhist funerary text, this famous
volume's timeless wisdom includes instructions for
attaining enlightenment, preparing for the process of
dying, and moving through the various stages of rebirth.
How did a society on the edge of collapse and dominated
by wandering bands of armed men give way to a vibrant
Buddhist culture, led by yogins and scholars? Ronald M.
Davidson explores how the translation and spread of
esoteric Buddhist texts dramatically shaped Tibetan
society and led to its rise as the center of Buddhist culture
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throughout Asia, replacing India as the perceived source
of religious ideology and tradition. During the Tibetan
Renaissance (950-1200 C.E.), monks and yogins
translated an enormous number of Indian Buddhist texts.
They employed the evolving literature and practices of
esoteric Buddhism as the basis to reconstruct Tibetan
religious, cultural, and political institutions. Many
translators achieved the de facto status of feudal lords and
while not always loyal to their Buddhist vows, these figures
helped solidify political power in the hands of religious
authorities and began a process that led to the Dalai
Lama's theocracy. Davidson's vivid portraits of the monks,
priests, popular preachers, yogins, and aristocratic clans
who changed Tibetan society and culture further enhance
his perspectives on the tensions and transformations that
characterized medieval Tibet.
Vajrayogini
Violence and Liberation in Tibetan Buddhism
Debate in Tibetan Buddhism
Rituals and Symbols Revealed
Charisma, Money, Enlightenment
Inside Tibetan Buddhism
Rebirth

Contextualising the seemingly esoteric and exotic aspects
of Tibetan Buddhist culture within the everyday,
embodied and sensual sphere of religious praxis, this book
centres on the social and religious lives of deceased
Tibetan Buddhist lamas. It explores how posterior forms –
corpses, relics, reincarnations and hagiographical
representations – extend a lama’s trajectory of lives and
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manipulate biological imperatives of birth and death. The
book looks closely at previously unexamined figures
whose history is relevant to a better understanding of how
Tibetan culture navigates its own understanding of
reincarnation, the veneration of relics and different social
roles of different types of practitioners. It analyses both
the minutiae of everyday interrelations between lamas and
their devotees, specifically noted in ritual performances
and the enactment of lived tradition, and the sacred
hagiographical conventions that underpin local
knowledge. A phenomenology of Tibetan Buddhist life,
the book provides an ethnography of the everyday
embodiment of Tibetan Buddhism. This unusual approach
offers a valuable and a genuine new perspective on
Tibetan Buddhist culture and is of interest to researchers
in the fields of social/cultural anthropology and religious,
Buddhist and Tibetan studies.
With an annotated English translation and critical analysis
of the Orgyan-gling gold manuscript of the short
Sukh?vativy?ha-s?tra Pure Land Buddhism as a whole
has received comparatively little attention in Western
studies on Buddhism despite the importance of “buddhafields” (pure lands) for the growth and expression of
Mah?y?na Buddhism. In this first religious history of
Tibetan Pure Land literature, Georgios Halkias delves into
a rich collection of literary, historical, and archaeological
sources to highlight important aspects of this neglected
pan-Asian Buddhist tradition. He clarifies many of the
misconceptions concerning the interpretation of “otherPage 29/35
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world” soteriology in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism and
provides translations of original Tibetan sources from the
ninth century to the present that represent exoteric and
esoteric doctrines that continue to be cherished by Tibetan
Buddhists for their joyful descriptions of the Buddhist
path. The book is informed by interviews with Tibetan
scholars and Buddhist practitioners and by Halkias’ own
participant-observation in Tibetan Pure Land rituals and
teachings conducted in Europe and the Indian
subcontinent. Divided into three sections, Luminous Bliss
shows that Tibetan Pure Land literature exemplifies a
synthesis of Mah?y?na sutra-based conceptions with a
Vajrayana world-view that fits progressive and sudden
approaches to the realization of Pure Land teachings. Part
I covers the origins and development of Pure Land in
India and the historical circumstances of its adaptation in
Tibet and Central Asia. Part II offers an English
translation of the short Sukh?vat?vy?ha-s?tra (imported
from India during the Tibetan Empire) and contains a
survey of original Tibetan Pure Land scriptures and
meditative techniques from the dGe-lugs-pa,
bKa’-brgyud, rNying-ma, and Sa-skya schools of Tibetan
Buddhism. Part III introduces some of the most innovative
and popular mortuary cycles and practices related to the
Tantric cult of Buddha Amit?bha and his Pure Land from
the Treasure traditions in the bKa’-brgyud and rNying-ma
schools. Luminous Bliss locates Pure Land Buddhism at
the core of Tibet’s religious heritage and demonstrates
how this tradition constitutes an integral part of both
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Tibetan and East Asian Buddhism.
Vajrayogini is a tantric goddess from the highest class of
Buddhist tantras who manifests the ultimate development
of wisdom and compassion. Her practice is prevalent
today among practitioners of Tibetan Buddhism. This
ground-breaking book delves into the origins of
Vajrayogini, charting her evolution in India and
examining her roots in the Cakrasamvara tantra and in
Indian tradition relating to siva. The focus of this work is
the Guhyasamayasadhanamala, a collection of forty-six
sadhanas, or practice texts. Written on palm leaves in
Sanskrit and preserved since the twelfth century, this
diverse collection, composed by various authors, reveals a
multitude of forms of the goddess, each of which is
described and illustrated here. One of the sadhanas, the
Vajravarahi Sadhana by Umapatideva, depicts
Vajrayogini at the center of a mandala of thirty-seven
different goddesses, and is here presented in full
translation alongside a Sanskrit edition. Elizabeth English
provides extensive explanation and annotation of this
representative text. Sixteen pages of stunning color plates
not only enhance the study but bring the goddess to life.
This study of the Indo-Tibetan ritual of rendering
religious objects sacred concerns one of the fundamental
Buddhist tantric processes of transformation into a chosen
tantric Buddha. It provides a general discussion of the
ritual as well as detailed analyses of each ritual step in the
composite present-day consecration.
Cultural re-signification in practice and institutions
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Tantric Buddhism in the Rebirth of Tibetan Culture
Reason and Experience in Tibetan Buddhism
Reason's Traces
A History of a Tibetan Tantra
Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of Modern China
Buddhist Ritual Art of Tibet
The practice and theory of Tibetan Buddhist logic and
epistemology is the focus of this clear and thorough
exposition. Debate is the investigative technique used
in Tibetan education to sharpen analytical capacities
and convey philosophical concepts, so it is essential to
master its procedure. Using a debate manual by Purbu-jok Jam-ba-gya-tso (1825–1901) as his basis,
Daniel Perdue covers elementary debate and
demonstrates its application to a variety of secular and
religious educational contexts. The translation is
supplied with annotations on procedure and content
drawn from Tibetan teachers expert in debate.
00 Following the upheavals of the Cultural Revolution,
the People's Republic of China gradually permitted
the renewal of religious activity. Tibetans, whose
traditional religious and cultural institutions had been
decimated during the preceding two decades, took
advantage of the decisions of 1978 to begin a Buddhist
renewal that is one of the most extensive and dramatic
examples of religious revitalization in contemporary
China. The nature of that revival is the focus of this
book. Four leading specialists in Tibetan anthropology
and religion conducted case studies in the Tibet
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autonomous region and among the Tibetans of
Sichuan and Qinghai provinces. There they observed
the revival of the Buddhist heritage in monastic
communities and among laypersons at popular
pilgrimages and festivals. Demonstrating how that
revival must contend with tensions between the
Chinese state and aspirations for greater Tibetan
autonomy, the authors discuss ways that Tibetan
Buddhists are restructuring their religion through a
complex process of social, political, and economic
adaptation. Buddhism has long been the main source
of Tibetans' pride in their culture and country. These
essays reveal the vibrancy of that ancient religion in
contemporary Tibet and also the problems that
religion and Tibetan culture in general are facing in a
radically altered world. Following the upheavals of the
Cultural Revolution, the People's Republic of China
gradually permitted the renewal of religious activity.
Tibetans, whose traditional religious and cultural
institutions had been decimated during the preceding
two decades, took advantage of the decisions of 1978 to
begin a Buddhist renewal that is one of the most
extensive and dramatic examples of religious
revitalization in contemporary China. The nature of
that revival is the focus of this book. Four leading
specialists in Tibetan anthropology and religion
conducted case studies in the Tibet autonomous region
and among the Tibetans of Sichuan and Qinghai
provinces. There they observed the revival of the
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Buddhist heritage in monastic communities and
among laypersons at popular pilgrimages and
festivals. Demonstrating how that revival must
contend with tensions between the Chinese state and
aspirations for greater Tibetan autonomy, the authors
discuss ways that Tibetan Buddhists are restructuring
their religion through a complex process of social,
political, and economic adaptation. Buddhism has long
been the main source of Tibetans' pride in their
culture and country. These essays reveal the vibrancy
of that ancient religion in contemporary Tibet and also
the problems that religion and Tibetan culture in
general are facing in a radically altered world.
The Gathering of Intentions reads a single Tibetan
Buddhist ritual system through the movements of
Tibetan history, revealing the social and material
dimensions of an ostensibly timeless tradition. By
subjecting tantric practice to historical analysis, the
book offers new insight into the origins of Tibetan
Buddhism, the formation of its canons, the emergence
of new lineages and ceremonies, and modern efforts to
revitalize the religion by returning to its mythic
origins. The ritual system explored in this volume is
based on the Gathering of Intentions Sutra, the
fundamental "root tantra" of the Anuyoga class of
teachings belonging to the Nyingma ("Ancient")
school of Tibetan Buddhism. Proceeding
chronologically from the ninth century to the present,
each chapter features a Tibetan author negotiating a
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perceived gap between the original root text—the
Gathering of Intentions—and the lived religious or
political concerns of his day. These ongoing tensions
underscore the significance of Tibet's elaborate
esoteric ritual systems, which have persisted for
centuries, evolving in response to historical conditions.
Rather than overlook practice in favor of
philosophical concerns, this volume prioritizes Tibetan
Buddhism's ritual systems for a richer portrait of the
tradition.
Reason's Traces addresses some of the key questions
in the study of Indian and Buddhist thought: the
analysis of personal identity and of ultimate reality,
the interpretation of Tantric texts and traditions, and
Tibetan approaches to the interpretation of Indian
sources. Drawing on a wide range of scholarship,
Reason's Traces reflects current work in philosophical
analysis and hermeneutics, inviting readers to explore
in a Buddhist context the relationship between
philosophy and traditions of spiritual exercise.
The Commodification of Buddhist Objects in Tibet
Magic and Ritual in Tibet
Death and Reincarnation in Tibetan Buddhism
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