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Hinduism Our Places Of Worship
This book shows how Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism view the place
of humanity in the universe. Each religion is investigated by considering how the it answers
the five big existential questions: 1/ Is there a God, or an Absolute Reality, and if so what is
His (Its) nature? 2/ How was the universe created and what is the nature and purpose of this
creation? 3/ What is the essential nature of a human being – are we just ephemeral material
beings or do we possess some kind of indestructible essence? 4/ What is the purpose of life?
5/ What happens upon the death of the human body? Does this entail annihilation or is there
some kind of afterlife, and if so, what is its nature? The answers to these questions give the
essential beliefs of each religion, showing the nature of creation and our place in it. This a
unique contribution to comparative religion, as by studying these religions using the same
framework, the central beliefs of these religions can be clearly presented and compared.
Compares the centrality of sound in Hindu theology to its place in other religions.
Your hands-on guide to one of the world's major religions The dominant religion of India,
"Hinduism" refers to a widevariety of religious traditions and philosophies that
havedeveloped over thousands of years. Today, the United States is hometo approximately
one million Hindus. If you've heard of this ancient religion and are looking for areference
that explains the intricacies of the customs, practices,and teachings of this ancient spiritual
system, Hinduism ForDummies is for you! Provides a thorough introduction to this earliest
and popularworld belief system Information on the rites, rituals, deities, and
teachingsassociated with the practice of Hinduism Explores the history and teachings of the
Vedas, Brahmans, andUpanishads Offers insight into the modern daily practice of
Hinduismaround the world Continuing the Dummies tradition of making the world's
religionsengaging and accessible to everyone, Hinduism For Dummies isyour hands-on,
friendly guide to this fascinating religion.
Multiculturalism in the United States is commonly lauded as a positive social ideal celebrating
the diversity of our nation. But, in reality, immigrants often feel pressured to create a
singular formulation of their identity that does not reflect the diversity of cultures that exist
in their homeland. Hindu Americans have faced this challenge over the last fifteen years, as
the number of Indians that have immigrated to this country has more than doubled. In A
Place at the Multicultural Table, Prema A. Kurien shows how various Hindu American
organizations-religious, cultural, and political-are attempting to answer the puzzling questions
of identity outside their homeland. Drawing on the experiences of both immigrant and
American-born Hindu Americans, Kurien demonstrates how religious ideas and practices are
being imported, exported, and reshaped in the process. The result of this transnational
movement is an American Hinduism-an organized, politicized, and standardized version of
that which is found in India. This first in-depth look at Hinduism in the United States and the
Hindu Indian American community helps readers to understand the private devotions,
practices, and beliefs of Hindu Indian Americans as well as their political mobilization and
activism. It explains the differences between immigrant and American-born Hindu
Americans, how both understand their religion and their identity, and it emphasizes the
importance of the social and cultural context of the United States in influencing the
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development of an American Hinduism.
Turning believers into non-believers and non-believers into believers
Inside Hinduism
A Nation of Religions
What Religious People Really Think
Sins of Our Fathers
Influence of Hinduism on the Roman Catholic Church in India
This book provides a description and interpretation of the religion of
the Hindus, focusing on their religious psychology and behaviour.
Rejecting familiar assumptions about early Hinduism, Nirad C.
Chaudhuri makes a reassessment of its formative influences.
With a plethora of temples, churches and mosques all over the
country, it is obvious that religion is alive and thriving in the Indian
sub-continent. Religion is integral to Indian identity and spirituality.
Every Indian has multiple identities such as caste, class, religion and
region. Political groups try to capitalize this for their own gain.
Inculturation has been the Church''s way of evangelizing since her
very beginning as she moved from her Jewish background into global
settings. Today the Church faces a greater challenge as she moves
into a multicultural digital world. Due to significant political and
theological developments, the Indian church has been suffering an
identity crisis. Catholics in India are debating the wisdom of this
"inculturation" - whether it is right or not to fuse Roman Catholicism
with Hindu culture. When the Vatican advocated that the Church
should move with the times while suppressing unchanging Catholic
doctrine, many Catholics participated in these changes. Many of the
clergy and the laity, out of obedience to the supreme Pontiff and
eagerness for change, did not question the Vatican II counsel. Some
feel this devalued and allowed the organized storming of the Catholic
faith - allowing heresies to take deep root in defiance of God''s
commandments! Many theologians are trying to convince us that
Christianity in India has inherited an undesirable Western ambience
and must realize her genuine identity. This inculturation effort
involves a transformation of Catholic theology to provide greater
spiritual accommodation for indigenous Indian religions and to dispel
the notion that Christianity is the only true faith. If inculturation now
means denying the exclusivity of Christianity, equating Christ with
Hindu and Muslim deities, asserting that all religions have equal
validity, and in some cases even aban�doning Christian theology to
discover higher forms of spirituality in other religions, then is it
acceptable to Catholics? If Catholic leaders can give up reading the
Bible, meditate on the Ramayana and the Bhagavad Gita for
inspiration, and consider Krishna "a genuine revelation of God''s grace
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and love," then why are they calling themselves Catholics or a
Christians? If we look at the practices in the Catholic Church in India
today, we can understand why resistance has been building among
the laity against the effort of the theologians and many clergy to
In�dianize the Catholic faith. Most of us ''old school'' Catholics were
raised to worship in a particular way, and now it is be�ing radically
altered. We are being told that our religious claims have been
exaggerated. So why is Christianity being tailored for the Hindus, who
don''t want to practice it, instead of for the Catholics who do? We are
in a spiritual battle rather than a cultural or informational warfare.
Unless we redefine our spirituality, we will go nowhere. Indians are
wise and only a wise Church can serve them. How can we get back to
our old traditions of faith in a modern non-Catholic or even a nonChristian environment? What answers do we have for our Hindu
friends when they accuse Christians of doing things that are
misleading Hindus? "Morphing My Faith" is all about inculturation in
the Catholic Church in India. Not everything is wrong and we should
welcome all that is good. I do not want to get back into a cocoon, but I
still draw my strength from our traditions. It is our legacy, it is what
keeps us going. We may accept the Vatican''s guidelines, but do we
have to go overboard? The fact is that there is a tremendous
difference between drawing from a faith tradition and blending faith
traditions. When we look at what we have in the Catholic Church in
India today, can we say that we are spirituality thriving even if we are
starting to morph the way we worship in the predominantly Hindu
environment? I hope and pray that we are. We are at the crossroads
of our faith and I pray that we are not walking on religious quicksand.
Ma Anandamayi is generally regarded as the most important Hindu
woman saint of the twentieth century. Venerated alternately as a
guru and as an incarnation of God on earth, Ma had hundreds of
thousands of devotees. Through the creation of a religious movement
and a vast network of ashrams-unprecedented for a woman-Ma
presented herself as an authority figure in a society where female
gurus were not often recognized. Because of her widespread
influence, Ma is one of the rare Hindu saints whose cult has outlived
her. Today, her tomb is a place of veneration for those who knew her
as well as new generations of her followers. By performing extensive
fieldwork among Ma's current devotees, Orianne Aymard examines
what happens to a cult after the death of its leader. Does it decline,
stagnate, or grow? Or is it rather transformed into something else
entirely? Aymard's work sheds new light not only on Hindu sainthoodand particularly female Hindu sainthood-but on the nature of
charismatic religious leadership and devotion.
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According to Hindu mythology, Brahma has a lifespan of 100 years.
That may appear way short for a god of Brahma’s standing . (He is the
creator of our solar system.) But Brahma and Hindu gods do not
follow our traditional 24-hour clock. They represent time in cosmic
units of yugas and kalpas. If you don’t understand any of these terms,
that’s ok. A kalpa, for instance, is defined as a day of Brahma and
translates to 4.32 billion human years. In fact Brahma has a lifespan
of 311 trillion years! We explain these colossal timescales, as we
introduce Brahma in this book. You will learn that Brahma initially was
the supreme deity of Hinduism, but he could not hang on to his
position for long. A judgmental lapse is said to have caused his
downfall. With Brahma’s descent, Vishnu rose to power. Today, in the
Hindu pantheon, Vishnu is a prominent god, and has a following of
more than 700 million devotees, who are occasionally identified by
the U-shared marks on their foreheads. With a focus on Vishnu and
Brahma, we continue our journey beyond the Vedic era. We begin by
examining a popular creation myth in which Brahma emerges from the
navel of a sleeping Vishnu and starts crafting the world. Further on,
we explore the churning of the milky ocean, a crucial event in Hindu
mythology and one of the rare occasions when gods and demons
collaborated (instead of fighting) to search for the nectar of
immortality. Many precious things—and surprises—came out this
quest, including Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth and consort of
Vishnu. We also get to know a critical insight into our ancestry.
According to Hinduism, we are all related and descendants of Manu,
the father of human race. While this book focuses on Brahma and
Vishnu, there will be occasional detours when we pause to look at art
and architecture. In particular, we’ll look at Angkor Wat, the largest
Hindu temple in the world. Guess what? The fact that Angkor Wat is
located outside India has dented Hindu pride from time immemorial.
We’ll also peek at ancient paintings from a mythological perspective,
especially the unique genre of miniature paintings called ragamala
that combines art, music, and poetry. A remarkable shift in worship
took place during this period. Bhakti became a major form of worship
and pervaded Hindu society forever. If you are unfamiliar with bhakti,
then nothing exemplifies bhakti (devotion) more than the dancing-andchanting Hare Krishnas.
Hinduism For Dummies
My Religion, Your Religion
Hindu-Christian Dialogues, My Experiences and Reflections
Religion and Community in Gwalior City
The Evolution of Hinduism
"Living with Hindus"
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The Handbook of Hinduism in Europe portrays and analyses Hindu traditions in every country in
Europe. It presents the main Hindu communities, religious groups, forms and teachings present in
the continent and shows that Hinduism have become a major religion in Europe.
Religions of the Far East like Hinduism, Buddhism, and New Age have been gaining a foothold in
the Western world. We even see witchcraft on the rise and paganism infiltrating the minds of the
next generation–even in Christian homes! Why is that? How can a Christian respond? We already
know how the one true God has responded, and in this title you will learn: How a Christian can
effectively witness for ChristHow to refute these false religionsWhat it truly is that these religions
teach and why The Christ follower should be set at ease knowing that all other gods are false as
the all-knowing God of Scripture has revealed that He is the only God. Therefore, this volume
dives into these styles of religions and looks at their origins and their basic tenets as well as why
they fall so short. Understanding the basic tenets of these religions helps the Bible believer see
the flaws in these philosophies. In this way one can better discern how to be an effective witness
for Jesus Christ while standing on the authority of the Bible.
Hinduism is practised by nearly eighty per cent of India's population, and by some seventy million
people outside India. In this Very Short Introduction, Kim Knott offers a succinct and authoritative
overview of this major religion, and analyses the challenges facing it in the twenty-first century.
She discusses key preoccupations of Hinduism such as the centrality of the Veda as religious
texts, the role of Brahmins, gurus, and storytellers in the transmission of divine truths, and the
cultural and moral importance of epics such as the Ramayana. In this second edition Knott
considers the impact of changes in technology and the flourishing of social media on Hinduism,
and looks at the presence of Hinduism in popular culture, considering pieces such as Sita Sings
the Blues. She also analyses recent developments in India, and the impact issues such as Hindu
nationalism and the politicization of Hinduism have on Hindus worldwide. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Our story takes place in British India around the first half of the twentieth century when great
political changes were sweeping the globe. The two world wars were exposing inhabitants of the
world’s secluded regions to modernity, creating cultural conflicts. The mighty British Empire, after
reaching its zenith, was crumbling. Gandhi was emerging as a national leader and teaching his
followers that freedom from foreign domination can be attained by nonviolent means and that the
inhumane treatment of outcastes in India is evil and must end. Father Gambino, twenty-eight,
reaches India in 1920 from Italy. He mission is to spread Christ’s love to the pagans who worship
idols and believe in many gods instead of his one true God. His goal is to save souls and open
churches, schools, and orphanages. He refuses to learn or benefit from the experiences of other
Catholic priests in India. He suspects many of his Christian beliefs were diluted, or even defiled,
by exposure to Eastern thoughts. After a few years, however, his provincialism lessens when he
meets and hears a scholarly British commissioner with in-depth knowledge of Hinduism and
Buddhism. When the Japanese army reaches the Indo-Burmese border, Gambino moves from
central India to the northeast to work in the Assam Mission. Here, the year after America enters
World War II, he rescues an orphan from certain starvation and takes him to a Catholic
orphanage. Krishna Swamy was born in the Deccan in 1885, the grandson of a temple priest who
believes that everyone shouldn’t read or even hear the Vedas. He accepts the caste system as a
natural order. His son secretly resents him and spends the last years of his life with the
untouchables, defiantly teaching them the forbidden Vedas. When he masters the Sanskrit
grammar his grandfather teaches, Krishna accompanies two of his friends on a pilgrimage.
During the journey, the precocious seventeen-year-old observes the strength and confidence of
Westerners and the fatalism and superstitions of his countrymen. At Banaras and Sarnath, they
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expand their horizons by attending many theological discussions. After relinquishing his priestly
birthrights, he assumes the nonsectarian name of Bir Dharma and proceeds alone to Calcutta
University to become “modern” by studying Christianity, English, and Western values. Professor
Das and Brother Curren offer him a scholarship as a Sanskrit grammarian. Bir and Curren
become close friends. They discuss commonalities between Hinduism and Catholicism. Bir soon
discovers that studying other faiths develops respect for all religions. In 1911, Bir meets Nongrim
Hilly in Calcutta who later joins the priesthood to spread Christ’s love to the remote northeast
regions. Hilly asks Bir to convert and join him in spreading Catholicism. But Bir declines. He fears
organized religions. After six years at the university, Bir goes to Delhi to work in the construction
of the new imperial capital. There, a Sikh befriends him and invites him to a gurdwara where he
learns about Guru Nanak’s teachings and Sikh history. Construction slows during World War I.
Unemployment grows, and the future looks bleak. A cult member offers human sacrifice for early
rain. While reporting this monstrosity to a newspaper, Bir meets a foreign war correspondent who
introduces him to American and Indian papers as a Westernized guru and freelancer. His fame
spreads. Colleges and universities invite him to lecture. Commissioner Gait requests him to speak
about Hinduism to his new Indian Civil Service officers. Here Bir meets Gambino. When Bir visits
the temples of Bhubaneswar, a cyclone devastates the coastal regions of Orrisa. Gambino joins
the Catholic Relief Mission and shows Bir the importance of organization in undertaking large
projects. Gambino next visits Father Kenny in Calcutta who advises him to meet Father Hil
Religion Vs. Science
Hinduism
The Meaning of the Ambedkarite Conversion to Buddhism and Other Essays
The Development of an American Hinduism
Migration and Religion in Europe
When a Goddess Dies

A selection of Gandhiji s articles drawn mainly from his
contributions to young india, the Harijan and the Navjivan
on Hinduism. Written on different occassions, these
articles present a picture of hindu dharma I all its
richness, comprehensiveness and sensitivity to the
existential delimmas of human existence.
Provides an illustrated overview of the origins and
development of the Hindu religion. Includes discussion and
essay questions, word lists, a test, and answer key.
Excerpt from The Evolution of Hinduism The Gods Of
Hinduism.; The Trimurti; Brahma; Vishnu; Siva; The
Goddesses Of Hinduism.; The Deification Of The Female Sex
Is Turanian Rather Than Aryan; Sakti, The Root Idea Of The
Goddesses; The Principal Personification Of Sakti; The
Fusion Of Sakti With The Wives Of The Trimurti; The Worship
Of Hinduism.; Places Of Worship; Priests; Private And
Public Worship; Festivals; The Philosophy Of Hinduism.;
Philosophy - A Part Of Hindu Religion; The Bhagavad-Gita Theism And Monism; Sankaràchàrya - Monism; The
Ràmànujàchàrya - Qualified Dualism; Madvàchàrya - Full
Dualism; Retrospect About the Publisher Forgotten Books
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publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish
or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
"Introduction to Hindu Dharma consists of selections from
the more than 4,000 discourses of Kanchi Sankaracharya
(1894-1994). It covers the topics of prayer and virtue,
metaphysical truth, and the conflict between traditional
Hindu dharma and modernity. A sage in the Sankara
tradition, the Jagadguru was one of the most beloved and
honored spiritual figures of the twentieth century in India
and much of Asia and Europe. This book has the distinction
of introducing both the sage and his spiritual legacy to
the Western world in the form of an irreplaceable
introduction to Hinduism."--BOOK JACKET.
The Hindus
Who Am I? and Many Facets of Hindu Religion
Explorations and Reflections of an Indian Guyanese Hindu
All about Hinduism
A Very Short Introduction
The Ascent of Vishnu and the Fall of Brahma
From one of the world?s foremost scholars on Hinduism, a vivid
reinterpretation of its history An engrossing and definitive narrative
account of history and myth that offers a new way of understanding one
of the world?s oldest major religions, The Hindus elucidates the
relationship between recorded history and imaginary worlds. Hinduism
does not lend itself easily to a strictly chronological account: many
of its central texts cannot be reliably dated even within a century;
its central tenets?karma, dharma, to name just two?arise at particular
moments in Indian history and differ in each era, between genders, and
caste to caste; and what is shared among Hindus is overwhelmingly
outnumbered by the things that are unique to one group or another. Yet
the greatness of Hinduism?its vitality, its earthiness, its
vividness?lies precisely in many of those idiosyncratic qualities that
continue to inspire debate today. Wendy Doniger is one of the foremost
scholars of Hinduism in the world. With her inimitable insight and
expertise Doniger illuminates those moments within the tradition that
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resist forces that would standardize or establish a canon. Without
reversing or misrepresenting the historical hierarchies, she reveals
how Sanskrit and vernacular sources are rich in knowledge of and
compassion toward women and lower castes; how they debate tensions
surrounding religion, violence, and tolerance; and how animals are the
key to important shifts in attitudes toward different social classes.
The Hindus brings a fascinating multiplicity of actors and stories to
the stage to show how brilliant and creative thinkers?many of them far
removed from Brahmin authors of Sanskrit texts?have kept Hinduism
alive in ways that other scholars have not fully explored. In this
unique and authoritative account, debates about Hindu traditions
become platforms from which to consider the ironies, and overlooked
epiphanies, of history.
Religious practices and their transformation are crucial elements of
migrants' identities and are increasingly politicized by national
governments in the light of perceived threats to national identity. As
new immigrant flows shape religious pluralism in Europe, longstanding
relations between the State and Church are challenged, together with
majority-faith traditions and societies’ ways of representing and
perceiving themselves. With attention to variations according to
national setting, this volume explores the process of reformulating
religious identities and practices amongst South Asian 'communities'
in European contexts, Presenting a wide range of ethnographies,
including studies of Hinduism, Sikhism, Jainism and Islam amongst
migrant communities in contexts as diverse as Norway, Italy, the UK,
France and Portugal, Migration and Religion in Europe sheds light on
the meaning of religious practices to diasporic communities. It
examines the manner in which such practices can be used by migrants
and local societies to produce distance or proximity, as well as their
political significance in various 'host' nations. Offering insights
into the affirmation of national identities and cultures and the
implications of this for governance and political discourse within
Europe, this book will appeal to scholars with interests in
anthropology, religion and society, migration, transnationalism and
gender.
Richard Swinburne presents a new edition of the final volume of his
acclaimed trilogy on philosophical theology. Faith and Reason is a
self-standing examination of the implications for religious faith of
Swinburne's famous arguments about the coherence of theism and the
existence of God. By practising a particular religion, a person seeks
to achieve some or all of three goals - that he worships and obeys
God, gains salvation for himself, and helps others to attain their
salvation. But not all religions commend worship, and different
religions have different conceptions of salvation. Faced with these
differences, Richard Swinburne argues that we should practice that
religion which has the best goals and is more probably true than the
creeds of other religions. He proposes criteria by which to determine
the probabilities of different religious creeds, and he argues that,
while requiring total commitment, faith does not demand fully
convinced belief. While maintaining the same structure and conclusions
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as the original classic, this second edition has been substantially
rewritten, both in order to relate its ideas more closely to those of
classical theologians and philosophers and to respond to more recent
views. In particular he discusses, and ultimately rejects, the view of
Alvin Plantinga that the 'warrant' of a belief depends on the process
which produced it, and John Hick's contention that all religions offer
valid paths to salvation.
Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration and text
highlighting for an engaging read aloud experience! When David's
friend invites him to a service at a Jewish synagogue, David feels
nervous. David is a Christian, and he's only ever been to churches.
But soon David discovers that learning about different religions is
fun. How are religions similar? How are they different? What will
David discover? A diverse cast gives multiple points of comparison.
The Politics of Pluralism in Multireligious America
Sanatana Dharma and Plantation Hinduism (Second Edition Volume 2)
An Alternative History
Moralistic, Mythical and Mysticism Religions
Sonic Theology
Morphing My Faith

The speed and scale of urbanisation in India is unprecedented almost
anywhere in the world and has tremendous global implications. The
religious influence on the urban experience has resonances for all aspects
of urban sustainability in India and yet it remains a blind spot while
articulating sustainable urban policy. This book explores the historical and
on-going influence of religion on urban planning, design, space utilisation,
urban identities and communities. It argues that the conceptual and
empirical approaches to planning sustainable cities in India need to be
developed out of analytical concepts that define local sense of place and
identity. Examining how Hindu religious heritage, beliefs and religiously
influenced planning practices have impacted on sustainable urbanisation
development in Jaipur and Indian cities in general, the book identifies the
challenges and opportunities that ritualistic and belief resources pose for
sustainability. It focuses on three key aspects: spatial segregation and
ghettoisation; gender-inclusive urban development; and the nexus between
religion, nature and urban development. This cutting-edge book is one of
the first case studies linking Hindu religion, heritage, urban development,
women and the environment in a way that responds to the realities of
Indian cities. It opens up discussion on the nexus of religion and
development, drawing out insightful policy implications for the sustainable
urban planning of many cities in India and elsewhere in South Asia and the
developing world.
Provincial Hinduism explores intersecting religious worlds in an ordinary
Indian city that remains close to its traditional roots, while bearing witness
to the impact of globalization. Daniel Gold looks at modern religious life in
the central Indian city of Gwalior, drawing attention to the often complex
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religious sensibilities behind ordinary Hindu practice. Gold describes
temples of different types, their legendary histories, and the people who
patronize them. He also explores the attraction of Sufi shrines for many
Gwalior Hindus. Delicate issues of socioreligious identity are highlighted
through an examination of neighbors living together in a locality mixed in
religion, caste, and class. Pursuing issues of community and identity, Gold
turns to Gwalior's Maharashtrians and Sindhis, groups with roots in other
parts of the subcontinent that have settled in the city for generations.
These groups function as internal diasporas, organizing in different ways
and making distinctive contributions to local religious life. The book
concludes with a focus on new religious institutions invoking nineteenthcentury innovators: three religious service organizations inspired by the
great Swami Vivekenanda, and two contemporary guru-centered groups
tracing lineages to Radhasoami Maharaj of Agra. Gold offers the first booklength study to analyze religious life in an ordinary, midsized Indian city,
and in so doing has created an invaluable resource for scholars of
contemporary Indian religion, culture, and society.
Who am I and Many facets of Hindu Religion is a complete knowledge book
on our Hindu Religion, which is in fact, Sanatan or Eternal Religion. It has
been elucidated with the help of the attention paid on its very important
cores. The answers provided in Who am I and Many facets of Hindu
Religion will generate new questions in the mind of the reader, which is the
best process of knowing and learning, and has been the hidden aim of the
author. He has advocated 'Search Within' by showing the 'Hidden Meaning'
behind 'Religion and God' and 'Symbols and Events'. The author of Who am
I and Many facets of Hindu Religion, in the vein and words of the Scriptures
has commented, "There are countless scriptures, and endless knowledge,
but there is very little time, and lots of difficulties or distractions, therefore
acquire only the essence." There is that essence in it.
Christian Missionaries worked hard to convert immigrants. Their first order
of business was to denigrate Hinduism, designate Hindus as heathen, and
disparage their culture, food and even attire. Immigrants stubbornly
resisted, led by the tiny educated elite, including Brhmaas whom we call
Brahmins. Conversion was a failure at least up to the end of the 19th
century but picked up a self-generating momentum thereafter. The result is
that the share of Hindus in Guyana’s Indian population declined from 83.5
percent in 1880 to 62.8 percent in 2012. The largest portion of the
contraction was lost to Christianity. The loss notwithstanding, even a
casual observer would conclude that Guyanese Hindus, at home and in the
Diaspora, are a very religious people. Many of us do a jhandi or havan once
annually; others do the more elaborate and costlier yajña, where everyone
is welcome, once or twice in their lifetime. Most of us do a short daily puja
– prayers, offerings, reading the stras and listening to bhajan – in our
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homes. An important, but perhaps unintended, way immigrants countered
conversion to Christianity was an unplanned movement towards a
“synthesis” that brought Hindus, regardless of caste or sect, under a
“unitary form of Hinduism.” The “synthesis” began around the 1870s and
was completed by the 1930s to the 1950s. Guyanese Hindus call the unified
corpus of religious beliefs and practices that emerged from the “synthesis”
Sanatana Dharma. Ramesh Gampat labels it Plantation Hinduism in this
path-breaking book. The book argues that the brand of Hinduism practiced
is inconsistent with Sanatana Dharma, called Vednta by the more
philosophically inclined. Plantation Hinduism features an extraordinary
dependence upon purohits (pandits), which has anaesthetized the Hindu
mind and render him unable to think, question and inquire when it comes
to Dharma. Rituals and bhakti have been degraded and turned into desiremotivated worship; devats have been misconstrued as Brahman rather
than as limited manifestation of the one non-dual pure Consciousness;
belief in the multiplicity of gods encourages image worship; and
superstitions anchor Guyanese Hindus to tradition and mere belief.
Plantation Hinduism is little more than desire-motivated actions, dogmas
and superstitions. Absent is the idea that Sanatana Dharma is a spiritual
science no less scientific than hard sciences, such as physics and
astronomy. The central message of Vednta is the innate divinity of every
person and the freedom to realize that divinity through anubhava, direct
personal experience of Supreme Reality.
Hinduism and urbanisation in Jaipur
A Pilgrim's Journey Through India
The Wesleyan Missionary Notices, Relating Principally to the Foreign
Missions First Established by the Rev. John Wesley, M.A. the Rev. Dr. Coke
and Others, and Now Carried on Under the Direction of the Methodist
Conference
Many Many Many Gods of Hinduism
Hindu Gods and Heroes
Hinduism, a Religion to Live by

The United States has long been described as a nation of immigrants, but it is also a nation of
religions in which Muslims and Methodists, Buddhists and Baptists live and work side by side.
This book explores that nation of religions, focusing on how four recently arrived religious
communities--Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and Sikhs--are shaping and, in turn, shaped by
American values. For a generation, scholars have been documenting how the landmark
legislation that loosened immigration restrictions in 1965 catalyzed the development of the
United States as "a nation of Buddhists, Confucianists, and Taoists, as well as Christians," as
Supreme Court Justice Tom Clark put it. The contributors to this volume take U.S. religious
diversity not as a proposition to be proved but as the truism it has become. Essays address not
whether the United States is a Christian or a multireligious nation--clearly, it is both--but how
religious diversity is changing the public values, rites, and institutions of the nation and how
those values, rites, and institutions are affecting religions centuries old yet relatively new in
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America. This conversation makes an important contribution to the intensifying public debate
about the appropriate role of religion in American politics and society. Contributors: Ihsan
Bagby, University of Kentucky Courtney Bender, Columbia University Stephen Dawson,
Forest, Virginia David Franz, University of Virginia Hien Duc Do, San Jose State University
James Davison Hunter, University of Virginia Prema A. Kurien, Syracuse University
Gurinder Singh Mann, University of California, Santa Barbara Vasudha Narayanan,
University of Florida Stephen Prothero, Boston University Omid Safi, Colgate University
Jennifer Snow, Pasadena, California Robert A. F. Thurman, Columbia University R. Stephen
Warner, University of Illinois at Chicago Duncan Ryuken Williams, University of California,
Berkeley
Religion is the opium of the people, said Karl Marx many centuries ago. For more than a
billion people living in India and abroad, Hinduism is the religion and a way of life. In this
multi-award winning book, Swami Achuthananda cracks open the opium poppy pods,
analyzes the causes for euphoria, and comes away with a deeper understanding of the people
and their religion. *** Winner 2014 Next Generation Indie Book Awards (Religious Nonfiction) *** This is a comprehensive book on Hinduism. It tells you why Hindus do the things
they do - and don't. Written in a casual style, the book guides you through the fundamentals
of the religion. It then goes further and debunks a number of long-standing myths, some of
them coming from the academia (of all places). While most books shy away from contentious
issues, this book plunges headlong by taking on controversies, like the Aryan Invasion
Theory, idol worship, RISA scholarship and many more. In fact one-third of the book is just
on controversies that you rarely find in any other literature. Other Awards: *** Finalist 2014 Pacific Book Awards (Religion) *** *** Bronze - 2014 IPPY Award - (Religion) ***
This book is a rare attempt and a masterpiece, which helps us to understand better the
religions like Buddhism, Jainism, Islam and Hinduism. Most of us absurdly think that all the
religions are same, teaches same and have different paths to follow. Many of us wrongly
believe that all religions and their founders believe in God, soul, Scriptures and Moksha.
Many think that all the Shrines, Stupas and Temples are the place of worship of God. This
book reveals that the truth is opposite to our common belief. Due to lack of the knowledge of
spiritual terms, most of the authors are confusing the readers by misusing the spiritual terms.
This book reveals the correct meaning and the differences between the terms like
Dharma--Religion--Non-religion; Avatara--Saint; Selfrealization--Enlightenment--Awakening; Scriptures--Ordinary Books; Logic--Illogic;
Mindfulness--Mindlessness; Spiritual--Atheist; Moksha--Nirvana--Liberation etc. All these
terms appear alike and are confusing to a layman, but this book clarifies the difference
between them. Most of the religions are propagating their contradictory doctrines, which are
logically untenable. At least one of the doctrines must be incorrect. Some of the religions and
their heads are tempering their Holy-Books by deleting, editing and adding something; and
propagating their founders as God or Lord, while their founders have clearly declared that
they are ordinary man or a saint or a 'son of God' or an atheist or a non-believer of God.
Many religions are busy in constructing unnecessarily their huge Shrines with an enormous
expenditure in the memory of their founders, where God is not worshiped. But a common
man generally misunderstood these as a place of worship of God. It is an extraordinary
unique spiritual book to throw light on such attempts. It is strange that some non-religions,
which do not believe in God, Spirit and soul, are declaring their founders and heads as most
spiritual in the world. Can anybody, who does not believe in Spirit or God or does not seek to
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know the Spirit be called spiritual? This is a book, which clarifies the most of our inner
confusions. Author is M.Sc. M.Ed. PGDCA, retired Principal got his master's degrees from
University of Delhi. He is religious and extraordinary combination of spiritual and scientific
bent of mind. He is practicing 'Kriya Yoga' since 1969 & has opportunity of the company and
blessings of great saints. He has devoted his life in the pursuit of God, spiritual studies and
yoga. Hiss books are rare masterpieces based upon his spiritual inner experiences and vast
studies, which are useful for both believers and non-believers. His writings are commendable
research work and a reservoir for further spiritual researches. At the time of King Ashoka, all
Hindus accepted Buddhism to save themselves form the clutches of cruel Ashoka. But later
about 7th to 8th century A.D. a great saint Adi-Shankara reconverted Buddhist back to
Hinduism without any atrocities or cruelty, He left his adobe at an early age of about 32
years. Both Buddhism and Jainism are different Mat (opinion) under Hinduism and not
separate Dharma. Dharma has come from God Himself, but all Religions, Mat, Dal,
Sampardaya, Samaj etc. are man made and have their founders, but no super mind SuperScriptures. Book explains no human-power has any authority to restrict or ban the birth of
Almighty God on earth. Has any body ever proved that God can't take birth on earth? Even
the religion like Christianity are now falsly declaring Christ as an avatar of God, although
Christ himself denied so many times in his life that he was not God and Christianity has been
affirming for the last 2000 yrs. that God can't take birth on earth. But now Christianity is
tempering Bible and propagating false.
Reconsiders whether Hinduism can be considered a missionary religion.
Food & Faith
Faith and Reason
Religion, Heritage and the Sustainable City
The Construction of an Edinburgh Hindu Temple Community
Hinduism for Today
Buddhism and Hinduism (a Comparative Study)
This title looks at mandirs s and what they mean to those who
follow Hinduism. The religious services that people participate
in, signs and symbols important to Hindus, festivals and holy
places are also looked at in detail.
At the end of a five-year journey to find out what religious
Americans think about science, Ecklund and Scheitle emerge with
the real story of the relationship between science and religion
in American culture. Based on the most comprehensive survey ever
done-representing a range of religious traditions and faith
positions-Religion vs. Science is a story that is more nuanced
and complex than the media and pundits would lead us to believe.
The way religious Americans approach science is shaped by two
fundamental questions: What does science mean for the existence
and activity of God? What does science mean for the sacredness
of humanity? How these questions play out as individual
believers think about science both challenges stereotypes and
highlights the real tensions between religion and science.
Ecklund and Scheitle interrogate the widespread myths that
religious people dislike science and scientists and deny
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scientific theories. Religion vs. Science is a definitive
statement on a timely, popular subject. Rather than a highly
conceptual approach to historical debates, philosophies, or
personal opinions, Ecklund and Scheitle give readers a facts-onthe-ground, empirical look at what religious Americans really
understand and think about science.
This book offers an introduction to the beliefs and practices of
Hindus in the world today.A complete topic on each double-page
spreadActivities to encourage students to make links between
their own experiences and those encountered in religionsFactual
information to ensure depth as well as breadth of
knowledgeColourful illustrations, diagrams and stunning
photographs bring religions to life
Study of some 150 Hindu families (and about 1000 persons) living
in Edinburgh, and particularly about the fact that two
associations exist among them, one of which is based on
activities at a temple.
World Religions & Cults Volume 2
Handbook of Hinduism in Europe (2 vols)
What is Hinduism?
Illustrated
A Place for Our Gods
Worshipping Ma Anandamayi after Her Death
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in
a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and numerological predictions. According to
these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new
Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
Provides an introduction to Hinduism, covering the main tenets of its doctrine, its gods
and goddesses, rituals of worships, temples, and the ways in which family occasions
are celebrated.
What is the role of spirituality in your life? Do you pray? Is religion part of your identity
or does it make you uncomfortable? To answer these and other questions, Shoba
Narayan approaches faith through perhaps its most primal and nourishing aspect: food.
She partakes of sacred food in shrines across India-- Puri's bhog, Amritsar's langar,
Palani's panchamritam, Mathura's pedas, Ambalapuzha's paal-payasam, Kashi's
sweets, Jaipur's rabdi, Ajmer's kesaria bhat, Madurai's dosai, Jewish halva in Mumbai,
and communal feasts in Udupi, Goa and the Kumbh Mela. Sacred food is linked to
history, myth, and identity of specific shrines and their faithful. Food & Faith explores
this powerful yet intimate connection. Shoba Narayan has written about food and faith
for over two decades. She was the Hinduism columnist for Beliefnet and won the
James Beard MFK Fisher Award for distinguished food writing. She has been a
correspondent for Gourmet magazine and has written about culture, food and faith in
her columns and essays for Hindustan Times and The National Abu Dhabi. Food &
Faith brings together two of Shoba's passions: spirituality and food.
A Place at the Multicultural Table
Hinduism as a Missionary Religion
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Humanity - Our Place In the Universe
Introduction to Hindu Dharma
Hinduism and Sacred Sound
Comparative Perspectives on South Asian Experiences
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