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Hermetica The Greek Corpus Hermeticum
And Latin Asclepius In A New English
Translation With Notes Introduction Hermes
Trismegistus
First published in 1924, this classic four-volume work
contains various Greek and Latin writings of religious or
philosophic teachings ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus, with
Walter Scott's extensive notes, commentary, and addenda. It
is said that these teachings are records of private,
intimate talks between a teacher and one or two of his
disciples. The setting was in Egypt under the Roman Empire,
among men who had received some instruction in Greek
philosophy, and especially the Platonism of the period, but
were not content with merely accepting and repeating the
dogmas of the orthodox philosophic religion that would
better satisfy their needs. Included here are alchemical
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writings in Greek and Latin about the Hermetica, as well as
addenda and indices compiled after Scott's death. Volumes I,
II, and III of Hermetica, which contain Scott's translation,
his notes on the Corpus Hermeticum, and his commentary on
Asclepius and the Hermetic excerpts of Stobaeus, are also
published by Shambhala.
An examination of Gnostic religion in Late Antiquity within
its historical and religious context, using Greek, Latin and
Coptic sources.
"In Hellenistic Astronomy: The Science in its Contexts, new
essays by renowned scholars address questions about what the
ancient science of the heavens was in the ancient Near East
and Mediterranean worlds, and the numerous contexts in which
it was pursued. Together, these essays will enable readers
not only to understand the technical accomplishments of this
ancient science but also to appreciate their historical
significance by locating the questions, challenges, and
issues inspiring them in their political, medical,
philosophical, literary, and religious contexts"-Page 2/25

File Type PDF Hermetica The Greek Corpus Hermeticum And Latin
Asclepius In A New English Translation With Notes Introduction Hermes
Trismegistus
Highly acclaimed new translation of the Hermetica, the only
English version based on reliable texts.
The Perfect Discourse of Hermes Trismegistus
The Medieval World
Hermetica: Volume One
The Cambridge History of Seventeenth-century Philosophy
The Ancient Greek and Latin Writings which Contain Religious
or Philosophic Teachings Ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus

Translations of and commentaries on eight tractates of the ancient Corpus Hermeticum which
provide a detailed understanding of Hermetic philosophy and ancient Greco-Roman mysticism.
Tractate I. Poemandres Tractate III. An Esoteric Mythos Tractate IV. From Hermes To Thoth:
Chaldron Or Monas Tractate VI. That In The Theos Alone Is Nobility And Not Anywhere Else
Tractate VIII. That no beings are lost, despite mortals mistakenly claiming that such
transformations are death and a loss. Tractate XI. From Perceiverance To Hermes Tractate
XII. To Thoth, Concerning Mutual Perceiveration Tractate XIII. Hermes Trismegistus To His
Son Thoth. An Esoteric Discourse Concerning Palingenesis And The Requirement of Silence
The first easily accessible translation of the esoteric writings that inspired some of the world's
greatest artists, scientists, and philosophers. Here is an essential digest of the Greco-Egyptian
writings attributed to the legendary sage-god Hermes Trismegistus (Greek for thrice-greatest
Hermes)?a combination of the Egyptian Thoth and the Greek Hermes. The figure of Hermes
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was venerated as a great and mythical teacher in the ancient world and was rediscovered by

the finest minds of the Renaissance. The writings attributed to his hand are a time capsule of
Egyptian and Greek esoteric philosophy and have influenced figures including Blake, Newton,
Milton, Shelley, Shakespeare, Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, and Jung. Providing a fascinating
introduction to the intersection of the Egyptian and Hellenic cultures and the magico-religious
ideas of the antique world, "The Hermetica" is a marvelous volume for anyone interested in
understanding the West's roots in mystical thought.
The Corpus Hermeticum is a collection of short philosphical treatises, a powerful fusion of
Greek and Egyptian thought, written in Greek in Alexandria between the first and third
centuries AD and rediscovered in the West in the fifteenth century when it was first translated
into Latin by the great scholar and philosopher Marsilio Ficino. These writing were believed
from antiquity up to the early seventeenth century to be the writings of Hermes Trismegistus,
'thrice-great Hermes', the name given by Greeks of the classical and Hellenistic periods to the
Ibis-headed Egyption god Thoth. They were central to the spiritual work of Hermetic societies
in late antique Alexandria, aiming to awake gnosis, the direct realistion of the truth of the
identity of the invividual and the Supreme, and are still read as inspirational writings today.
From the sands of Alexandria via the Renaissance palaces of the Medicis, to our own times,
this spiritual adventure story traces the profound influence of Hermes Trismegistus -- the 'thricegreat one', as he was often called -- on the western mind. For centuries his name ranked
among the most illustrious of the ancient world. Considered by some a contemporary of Moses
and a forerunner of Christ, this almost mythical figure arose in fourth century BC Alexandria,
from a fusion of the Egyptian god Thoth and the Greek god Hermes. Master of magic, writing,
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science, and philosophy, Hermes was thought to have walked with gods and be the source of

the divine wisdom granted to man at the dawn of time. Gary Lachman has written many books
exploring ancient traditions for the modern mind. In The Quest for Hermes Trismegistus, he
brings to life the mysterious character of this great spiritual guide, exposing the many theories
and stories surrounding him, and revitalizing his teachings for the modern world. Through
centuries of wars, conquests and religious persecutions, the fragile pages of the teachings of
Hermes Trismegistus have still survived. This is a book for all thinkers and enquirers who want
to recover that lost knowledge and awaken a shift in human consciousness.
Hermetica: Volume Four
The Egyptian Priestly Figure as a Teacher of Hellenized Wisdom
The Greek Corpus Hermeticum and the Latin Asclepius in a New English Translation, with
Notes and Introduction
Initiation Into Hermetics, The Hermetica Of Hermes Trismegistus
The Way of Hermes
The Hermetica, otherwise known as The Corpus Hermeticum, The Lost
Wisdom of the Pharaohs, or The Divine Pymander is a collection of
texts attributed to Hermes Trismegistus (Greek god Hermes and Egyptian
god Thoth -- Trismegistus for “The Thrice-Greatest”) which brought
forth the principles of the Hermetics with eighteen treaties/tracts.
The book is often divided into two main categories: The technical
(astrology, medicine and pharmacology, alchemy, and magic) and the
religio-philosophical (anthropology, cosmology, theology). The
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Hermetica, and Hermeticism from it, claims that there is One true
theology of the world, and said theology is the Root and Source. It
presents a tautology to God Itself, that the Source is Source Itself,
Source “containeth every number, but is contained by none; engendereth
every number, but is engendered by no other one.” The Hermetica
presents that past all our mullings over different gods, there is
Source Itself behind all religions. While a lot of The Hermetica is
presented as gospel, it is mainly a discourse on principles concerning
a hermetic philosophy. It remains a source of continuous, unfolding
interpretations. The beauty of this work is not in its rigidity, but
its fluidness to be open to new interpretations, which has solidified
its staying power for centuries.
"Perhaps Hermeticism has fascinated so many people precisely because
it has made it possible to produce many analogies and relationships to
various traditions: to Platonism in its many varieties, to Stoicism,
to Gnostic ideas, and even to certain Aristotelian doctrines. The
Gnostic, the esoteric, the Platonist, or the deist has each been able
to find something familiar in the writings. One just had to have a
penchant for remote antiquity, for the idea of a Golden Age, in order
for Hermeticism, with its aura of an ancient Egyptian revelation, to
have enjoyed such outstanding success."—from the Introduction Hermes
Trismegistus, "thrice-great Hermes," emerged from the amalgamation of
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the wisdom gods Hermes and Thoth and is one of the most enigmatic
figures of intellectual history. Since antiquity, the legendary "wise
Egyptian" has been considered the creator of several mystical and
magical writings on such topics as alchemy, astrology, medicine, and
the transcendence of God. Philosophers of the Renaissance celebrated
Hermes Trismegistus as the founder of philosophy, Freemasons called
him their forefather, and Enlightenment thinkers championed religious
tolerance in his name. To this day, Hermes Trismegistus is one of the
central figures of the occult—his name is synonymous with the
esoteric. In this scholarly yet accessible introduction to the history
of Hermeticism and its mythical founder, Florian Ebeling provides a
concise overview of the Corpus Hermeticum and other writings
attributed to Hermes. He traces the impact of Christian and Muslim
versions of the figure in medieval Europe, the power of Hermeticism
and Paracelsian belief in Renaissance thought, the relationship to
Pietism and to Freemasonry in early modern Europe, and the
relationship to esotericism and semiotics in the modern world.
First published in 1924, this classic four-volume work contains
various Greek and Latin writings of religious or philosophic teachings
ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus, with Walter Scott's extensive notes,
commentary, and addenda. It is said that these teachings are records
of private, intimate talks between a teacher and one or two of his
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disciples. The setting was in Egypt under the Roman Empire, among men
who had received some instruction in Greek philosophy, and especially
the Platonism of the period, but were not content with merely
accepting and repeating the cut-and-dried dogmas of the orthodox
philosophic schools and sought to build up, on a basis of Platonic
doctrine, a philosophic religion that would better satisfy their
needs. Included here are the libelli of the Corpus Hermeticum, the
Asclepius, the Hermetic excerpts in the Anthologium of Stobaeus, and
other fragments. The entire text is produced in the original Greek or
Latin, with an English translation on facing pages. Volumes II, III,
and IV of Hermetica, which contain Scott's notes on the work, his
commentary, and testimonia, extensive addenda, and indices, are also
published by Shambhala.
This volume presents in new English translations the scattered
fragments and testimonies regarding Hermes Thrice Great that complete
Brian Copenhaver's translation of the Hermetica (Cambridge, 1992). It
contains the twenty-nine fragments from Stobaeus (including the famous
Kore Kosmou), the Oxford and Vienna fragments (never before
translated), an expanded selection of fragments from various authors
(including Zosimus of Panopolis, Augustine, and Albert the Great), and
testimonies about Hermes from thirty-eight authors (including Cicero,
Pseudo-Manetho, the Emperor Julian, Al-Kind?, Michael Psellus, the
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Emerald Tablet, and Nicholas of Cusa). All translations are
accompanied by introductions and notes which cite sources for further
reading. These Hermetic texts will appeal to a broad array of readers
interested in western esotericism including scholars of Egyptology,
the New Testament, the classical world, Byzantium, medieval Islam, the
Latin Middle Ages, and the Renaissance.
Hermetica
The Lost Wisdom of the Pharaohs
The Teachings of Hermes Trismegistus
A Demotic Discourse on Knowledge and Pendant to the Classical
Hermetica
New Translations of The Corpus Hermeticum and The Definitions of
Hermes Trismegistus to Asclepius

The Corpus Hermeticum Hermes Trismegistus Translated by G.R.S. Mead
The Hermetica are Egyptian-Greek wisdom texts from the 2nd and 3rd
centuries AD, which are mostly presented as dialogues in which a teacher,
generally identified as Hermes Trismegistus ("thrice-greatest Hermes"),
enlightens a disciple. The texts form the basis of Hermeticism. They discuss
the divine, the cosmos, mind, and nature. Some touch upon alchemy,
astrology, and related concepts. The fifteen tractates of the Corpus
Hermeticum, along with the Perfect Sermon or Asclepius, are the
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foundation documents of the Hermetic tradition. Written by unknown
authors in Egypt sometime before the end of the third century C.E., they
were part of a once substantial literature attributed to the mythic figure of
Hermes Trismegistus, a Hellenistic fusion of the Greek god Hermes and the
Egyptian god Thoth. This literature came out of the same religious and
philosophical ferment that produced Neoplatonism, Christianity, and the
diverse collection of teachings usually lumped together under the label
"Gnosticism" a ferment which had its roots in the impact of Platonic
thought on the older traditions of the Hellenized East. There are obvious
connections and common themes linking each of these traditions, although
each had its own answer to the major questions of the time. The treatises
we now call the Corpus Hermeticum were collected into a single volume in
Byzantine times, and a copy of this volume survived to come into the hands
of Lorenzo de Medici's agents in the fifteenth century. Marsilio Ficino, the
head of the Florentine Academy, was pulled off the task of translating the
dialogues of Plato in order to put the Corpus Hermeticum into Latin first.
His translation saw print in 1463, and was reprinted at least twenty-two
times over the next century and a half.
Annotation. The Cambridge History of Seventeenth-Century Philosophy
offers a uniquely comprehensive and authoritative overview of earlyPage 10/25
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modern philosophy written by an international team of specialists. As with
previous Cambridge Histories of Philosophy the subject is treated by topic
and theme, and since history does not come packaged in neat bundles, the
subject is also treated with great temporal flexibility, incorporating
frequent reference to medieval and Renaissance ideas. The basic structure
of the volumes corresponds to the way an educated seventeenth-century
European might have organised the domain of philosophy. Thus, the history
of science, religious doctrine, and politics feature very prominently.
This is the first major study devoted to the early Arabic reception and
adaption of the figure of Hermes Trismegistus, the legendary Egyptian sage
to whom were ascribed numerous works on astrology, alchemy, talismans,
medicine, and philosophy. Before the more famous Renaissance European
reception of the ancient Greek Hermetica, the Arabic tradition about
Hermes and the works under his name had been developing and flourishing
for seven hundred years. The legendary Egyptian Hermes Trismegistus was
renowned in Roman antiquity as an ancient sage whose teachings were
represented in books of philosophy and occult science. The works in his
name, written in Greek by Egyptians living under Roman rule, subsequently
circulated in many languages and regions of the Roman and Sasanian
Persian empires. After the rise of Arabic as a prestigious language of
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scholarship in the eighth century, accounts of Hermes identity and
Hermetic texts were translated into Arabic along with the hundreds of
other works translated from Greek, Middle Persian, and other literary
languages of antiquity. Hermetica were in fact among the earliest
translations into Arabic, appearing already in the eighth century. This book
explains the origins of the Arabic myth of Hermes Trismegistus, its sources,
the reasons for its peculiar character, and its varied significance for the
traditions of Hermetica in Asia and northern Africa as well as Europe. It
shows who pre-modern Arabic scholars thought Hermes was and how they
came to that view.
In this Book, though so very old, is contained more true knowledge of God
and Nature, than in all the Books in the World besides, except only Sacred
Writ; And they that shall judiciously read it, and rightly understand it, may
well be excused from reading many Books; the Authors of which, pretend so
much to the knowledge of the Creator, and Creation. If God ever appeared
in any man, he appeared in him, as it appears by this Book. That a man who
had not the benefit of his Ancestors' knowledge, being as I said before, The
first inventor of the Art of Communicating Knowledge to Posterity by
writing, should be so high a Divine, and so deep a Philosopher, seems to be
a thing more of God than of Man; and therefore it was the opinion of some
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That he came from Heaven, not born upon Earth [Goropius Becanus]. There
is contained in this Book, that true Philosophy, without which, it is
impossible ever to attain to the height, and exactness of Piety, and Religion.
According to this Philosophy, I call him a Philosopher, that shall learn and
study the things that are, and how they are ordered, and governed, and by
whom, and for what cause, or to what end; and he that doth so, will
acknowledge thanks to, and admire the Omnipotent Creator, Preserver, and
Director of all these things. And he that shall be thus truly thankful, may
truly be called Pious and Religious: and he that is Religious, shall more and
more know where and what the Truth is: And learning that, he shall yet be
more and more Religious. The glory and splendour of Philosophy, is an
endeavoring to understand the chief Good, as the Fountain of all Good:
Now how can we come near to, or find out the Fountain, but by making use
of the Streams as a conduct to it? The operations of Nature, are Streams
running from the Fountain of Good, which is God. I am not of the ignorant,
and foolish opinion of those that say, The greatest Philosophers are the
greatest Atheists: as if to know the works of God, and to understand his
goings forth in the Way of Nature, must necessitate a man to deny God. The
Scripture disapproves of this as a sottish tenet, and experience contradicts
it: For behold! Here is the greatest Philosopher, and therefore the greatest
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Divine.
Hellenistic Astronomy
The Kybalion
The Corpus Hermeticum
The Ancient Egyptian Book of Thoth
Studies in Hellenistic Theosophy and Gnosis
The Virgin of the World is one of the most prominent Hermetic books, one of the last
monuments of Paganism. The Fragments comprised in this reprint have been the
subject of much learned research. In the early centuries of Christianity they enjoyed a
high repute as of undoubted genuineness, the Fathers invoking their testimony on
behalf of the Christian mysteries, while Lactantius--the "Christian Cicero"--said of them,
"Hermes, I know not how, has discovered well-nigh the whole truth." He was regarded
as an inspired revealer, and the writings which bore his name passed for genuine
monuments of that ancient Egyptian theology in which Moses had been instructed. And
this opinion was accepted by Massilius Ficinus, Patricius, and other learned men of the
Renaissance, who regarded them as the source of the Orphic initiations and of the
philosophy of Pythagoras and Plato.
The Hermetica are a body of mystical texts written in late antiquity, but believed during
the Renaissance (when they became well known) to be much older. Their supposed
author, a mythical figure named Hermes Trismegistus, was thought to be a
contemporary of Moses. The Hermetic philosophy was regarded as an ancient theology,
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parallel to the revealed wisdom of the Bible, supporting Biblical revelation and
culminating in the Platonic philosophical tradition. This new translation is the only
English version based on reliable texts, and Professor Copenhaver's introduction and
notes make this accessible and up-to-date edition an indispensable resource to
scholars.
The Hermetica are a body of theological-philosophical texts written in late antiquity, but
long believed to be much older. Their supposed author, Hermes Trismegistus, was
thought to be a contemporary of Moses, and the Hermetic philosophy was regarded as
an ancient theology, parallel to the received wisdom of the Bible. This first English
translation based on reliable texts, together with Brian P. Copenhaver's comprehensive
introduction, provide an indispensable resource to scholars in ancient philosophy and
religion, early Christianity, Renaissance literature, and history, the history of science,
and the occultist tradition in which the Hermetica have become canonical texts.
Hermes Trisgemistus (thrice greatest), is the legendary teacher at the core of the
Hermeticism, which forms the underlying principles of many religions and esoteric
disciplines. This text, written by a renowned gnostic scholar, presents pieces from the
tradition, with commentaries and notes.
Hermeticism from Ancient to Modern Times
the ancient Greek and Latin writings which contain religious or philosophic teachings
ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus
A Study of The Hermetic Philosophy of Ancient Egypt and Greece
Eight Tractates; Translation and Commentary
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Corpus Hermeticum

The Corpus Hermeticum (or Hermetica) is a collection of Egyptian-Greek
wisdom texts from the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD. Most of the texts are
presented as dialogues in which a teacher, generally identified as Hermes
Trismegistus, enlightens a disciple. The texts discuss the divine, the cosmos,
mind, and nature. Some touch upon alchemy, astrology, and related concepts.
These texts form the basis of Hermeticism.
The Corpus Hermeticum is one of the primary works within the Hermetic
Tradition. This Renaissance era craft is nonetheless based upon philosophical
materials from far older times, namely the third or fourth century AD, from
which the primordial material came. Credited to Hermes Trismegistus, the
Divine Pymander (sometimes spelled "Poemander") touches upon astronomy,
science, nature, and a great deal of theological material. It is presented in the
form of discourse; a format which will be familiar to anyone also familiar with
Plato's "Republic" and some similar philosophical works of antiquity. Through
his discourse with several individuals, Trismegistus attempts to draw upon the
overarching philosophy "as above, so below." Thus then, this work describes
the very process and ideation behind all of existence, the purpose of life, and
the nature of good and evil, all through its treatises upon various topics.
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This groundbreaking collection brings the Middle Ages to life and conveys the
distinctiveness of this diverse, constantly changing period. Thirty-eight
scholars bring together one medieval world from many disparate worlds, from
Connacht to Constantinople and from Tynemouth to Timbuktu. This
extraordinary set of reconstructions presents the reader with a vivid redrawing of the medieval past, offering fresh appraisals of the evidence and
modern historical writing. Chapters are thematically linked in four sections:
identities beliefs, social values and symbolic order power and powerstructures elites, organizations and groups. Packed full of original
scholarship, The Medieval World is essential reading for anyone studying
medieval history.
Mysticism and esotericism are two intimately related strands of the Western
tradition. Despite their close connections, however, scholars tend to treat
them separately. Whereas the study of Western mysticism enjoys a long and
established history, Western esotericism is a young field. The Cambridge
Handbook of Western Mysticism and Esotericism examines both of these
traditions together. The volume demonstrates that the roots of esotericism
almost always lead back to mystical traditions, while the work of mystics was
bound up with esoteric or occult preoccupations. It also shows why mysticism
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and esotericism must be examined together if either is to be understood fully.
Including contributions by leading scholars, this volume features essays on
such topics as alchemy, astrology, magic, Neoplatonism, Kabbalism,
Renaissance Hermetism, Freemasonry, Rosicrucianism, numerology, Christian
theosophy, spiritualism, and much more. This handbook serves as both a
capstone of contemporary scholarship and a cornerstone of future research.
The Science in Its Contexts
Gnostic Religion in Antiquity
Thrice Greatest Hermes
Asclepius
The Asclepius is one of two philosophical books ascribed to the legendary sage of
Ancient Egypt, Hermes Trismegistus, who was believed in classical and
renaissance times to have lived shortly after Moses. The Greek original, lost since
classical times, is thought to date from the 2nd or 3rd century AD. However, a
Latin version survived, of which this volume is a translation. Like its companion,
the Corpus Hermeticum (or The Way of Hermes), the Asclepius describes the most
profound philosophical questions in the form of a conversation about secrets: the
nature of the One, the role of the gods, and the stature of the human being. Not
only does this work offer spiritual guidance, but it is also a valuable insight into
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the minds and emotions of the Egyptians in ancient and classical times. Many of
the views expressed also reflect Gnostic beliefs which passed into early
Christianity.
This translation (taken From 'Thrice Greatest Hermes: Studies In Hellenistic
Theosophy And Gnosis, Volume 2'), includes the Pœmandres and some addresses
of Hermes to disciples Tat, Ammon and Asclepius, which are said to have
originated in the school of Ammonius Saccas, a Greek philosopher from
Alexandria.
HermeticaThe Greek Corpus Hermeticum and the Latin Asclepius in a New
English Translation, with Notes and IntroductionCambridge University Press
Paperback edition of the recent translation of the esoteric masterpiece, including
the first English translation of The Definitions of Hermes Trismegistus to
Asclepius • A resource for scholars and religious seekers alike • The Definitions of
Hermes Trismegistus to Asclepius provides new insights into the actual workings
of the gnostic spiritual path The Corpus Hermeticum, a powerful fusion of Greek
and Egyptian thought, is one of the cornerstones of the Western esoteric tradition.
A collection of short philosophical treatises, it was written in Greek between the
first and third centuries C.E. and translated into Latin during the Renaissance by
the great scholar and philosopher Marsilio Ficino. These treatises were central to
the spiritual work of hermetic societies in Late Antique Alexandria (200-700 C.E.)
and aimed to awaken gnosis, the direct realization of the unity of the individual
and the Supreme. In addition to this new translation of The Corpus Hermeticum,
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which seeks to reflect the inspirational intent of the original, The Way of Hermes
includes the first English translation of the recently rediscovered manuscript of
The Definitions of Hermes Trismegistus to Asclepius, a collection of aphorisms
used by the hermetic student to strengthen the mind during meditation. With the
proper mental orientation, a state of pure perception can be achieved in which the
true face of God appears. This document is of enormous value to the contemporary
student of gnostic studies for its insights into the actual workings of this spiritual
path.
A Pocketbook Edition of The Corpus Hermeticum, The Lost Wisdom of Pharaohs,
The Divine Pymander
The Cambridge Handbook of Western Mysticism and Esotericism
Hermetica II
The Greek Corpus Hermeticum and the Latin Asclepius : in a New Translation,
with Notes and Introduction
The Secret History of Hermes Trismegistus

The Kybalion: A Study of the Hermetic Philosophy of Ancient
Egypt and Greece is a book originally published in 1908 by New
Thought author William Walker Atkinson under the pseudonym “The
Three Initiates”. This book is not exactly The Kybalion itself,
it is more of a critical interpretation by Atkinson on hermetic
philosophy. As such, it should be read with this in mind that it
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is not an authoritative hermetic text, but one only dedicated to
Hermes Trismegistus. The Kybalion presents seven universal
principles it proposes to be the Severn Hermetic Principles:
Mentalism, Correspondence, Vibration, Polarity, Rhythm, Cause
and Effect, and Gender. These principles are essentially
explications of cycles, and before these principles is the
notion of the primacy of mind as the cause of All (philosophical
mentalism). This idea of mentalism is inspired by what is
written about the Mind in The Hermetica. Coinciding with
Spiritualism, New Thought, and Theosophy, the book became very
popular in New Age movements, particularly with its notion of
spiritual and mental alchemy. The Kybalion is a text which must
be read with this in mind, while it is an interpretation of
hermetic philosophy, it is in part still a relic of its time.
Its influence cannot be understated, and the need to read it
critically cannot be overstated.
The composition, which the editors entitle the "Book of Thoth",
is preserved on over forty Graeco-Roman Period papyri from
collections in Berlin, Copenhagen, Florence, New Haven, Paris,
and Vienna. The central witness is a papyrus of fifteen columns
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in the Berlin Museum. Written almost entirely in the Demotic
script, the Book of Thoth is probably the product of scribes of
the "House of Life", the temple scriptorium. It comprises
largely a dialogue between a deity, usually called "He-whopraises-knowledge" (presumably Thoth himself) and a mortal, "Hewho-loves-knowledge". The work covers such topics as the scribal
craft, sacred geography, the underworld, wisdom, prophecy,
animal knowledge, and temple ritual. Particularly remarkable is
one section (the "Vulture Text") in which each of the 42 nomes
of Egypt is identified with a vulture. The language is poetic;
the lines are often clearly organized into verses. The subjectmatter, dialogue structure, and striking phraseology raise many
issues of scholarly interest; especially intriguing are the
possible connections between this Egyptian work, in which Thoth
is called "thrice-great", and the classical Hermetic Corpus, in
which Hermes Trismegistos plays the key role. The first volume
comprises interpretative essays, discussion of specific points
such as the manuscript tradition, script, and language. The core
of the publication is the transliteration of the Demotic text,
translation, and commentary. A consecutive translation,
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glossary, bibliography, and indices conclude the first volume.
The second volume contains photographs of the papyri, almost all
of which reproduce their original size.
The Corpus Hermeticum: The Teachings of Hermes Trismegistus
translated by G.R.S. Mead. The Hermetica are Egyptian-Greek
wisdom texts from the 2nd century AD and later, which are mostly
presented as dialogues in which a teacher, generally identified
as Hermes Trismegistus ("thrice-greatest Hermes"), enlightens a
disciple. The texts form the basis of Hermeticism. They discuss
the divine, the cosmos, mind, and nature. Some touch upon
alchemy, astrology, and related concepts. The fifteen tractates
of the Corpus Hermeticum, along with the Perfect Sermon or
Asclepius, are the foundation documents of the Hermetic
tradition. Written by unknown authors in Egypt sometime before
the end of the third century C.E., they were part of a once
substantial literature attributed to the mythic figure of Hermes
Trismegistus, a Hellenistic fusion of the Greek god Hermes and
the Egyptian god Thoth. This literature came out of the same
religious and philosophical ferment that produced Neoplatonism,
Christianity, and the diverse collection of teachings usually
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lumped together under the label "Gnosticism": a ferment which
had its roots in the impact of Platonic thought on the older
traditions of the Hellenized East. There are obvious connections
and common themes linking each of these traditions, although
each had its own answer to the major questions of the time.
The story of the beliefs and practices called 'magic' starts in
ancient Iran, Greece, and Rome, before entering its crucial
Christian phase in the Middle Ages. Centering on the Renaissance
and Marsilio Ficino - whose work on magic was the most
influential account written in premodern times - this
groundbreaking book treats magic as a classical tradition with
foundations that were distinctly philosophical. Besides Ficino,
the premodern story of magic also features Plotinus, Iamblichus,
Proclus, Aquinas, Agrippa, Pomponazzi, Porta, Bruno, Campanella,
Descartes, Boyle, Leibniz, and Newton, to name only a few of the
prominent thinkers discussed in this book. Because pictures play
a key role in the story of magic, this book is richly
illustrated.
From Antiquity to the Enlightenment
The Tradition of Hermes
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Corpus Hermeticum thirteen and early Christian literature
Hermetica: Notes on the Corpus Hermeticum
The Hermetica
The Corpus Hermeticum is a collection of 2nd century Egyptian-Greek texts. The
texts form the basis of Hermeticism, a religious, philosophical, and esoteric
tradition that covers the divine, the cosmos, the mind, alchemy, astrology, and
nature.
The Excerpts of Stobaeus, Papyrus Fragments, and Ancient Testimonies in an
English Translation with Notes and Introduction
The Corpus Hermeticum (Royal Collector's Edition) (Case Laminate Hardcover with
Jacket)
The Quest For Hermes Trismegistus
The Divine Pymander
From Pagan Sage to Prophet of Science
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