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George I The English Monarchs Series
George IV spent most of his life waiting to become king: as a pleasure-loving and rebellious Prince of Wales during the sixtyyear reign of his father, George III, and for ten years as Prince Regent, when his father went mad. 'The days are very long
when you have nothing to do' he once wrote plaintively, but he did his best to fill them with pleasure - women, art, food, wine,
fashion, architecture. He presided over the creation of the Regency style, which came to epitomise the era, and he was, with
Charles I, the most artistically literate of all our kings. Yet despite his life of luxury and indulgence, George died alone and
unmourned. Stella Tillyard has not written a judgemental book, but a very human and enjoyable one, about this most
colourful of all British kings.
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access license. Moving images
of the British monarchy are almost as old as the moving image itself, dating back to an 1895 American drama, The Execution
of Mary Queen of Scots. And from 1896, actual British monarchs appeared in the new 'animated photography', led by Queen
Victoria. Half a century later the 1953 coronation of Elizabeth II was a milestone in the adoption of television, watched by 20
million Britons and 100 million North Americans. At the century's end, Princess Diana's funeral was viewed by 2.5 billion
worldwide. In the first book length examination of film and television representations of this enduring institution,
distinguished scholars of media and political history analyze the screen representations of royalty from Henry VIII to 'William
and Kate'. Seventeen essays by Ian Christie, Elisabeth Bronfen, Andrew Higson, Karen Lury, Glynn Davies, Jane Landman
and other international commentators examine the portrayal of royalty in the 'actuality' picture, the early extended feature,
amateur cinema, the movie melodrama, the Commonwealth documentary, New Queer Cinema, TV current affairs, the big
screen ceremonial and the post-historical boxed set. A long overdue contribution to film and television studies, this book will
be essential reading for scholars and students of British media and political history.
An upstairs/downstairs history of the British royal court, from the Middle Ages to the reign of Queen Elizabeth II Monarchs:
they're just like us. They entertain their friends and eat and worry about money. Henry VIII tripped over his dogs. George II
threw his son out of the house. James I had to cut back on the alcohol bills. In Behind the Throne, historian Adrian
Tinniswood uncovers the reality of five centuries of life at the English court, taking the reader on a remarkable journey from
one Queen Elizabeth to another and exploring life as it was lived by clerks and courtiers and clowns and crowned heads: the
power struggles and petty rivalries, the tension between duty and desire, the practicalities of cooking dinner for thousands
and of ensuring the king always won when he played a game of tennis. A masterful and witty social history of five centuries of
royal life, Behind the Throne offers a grand tour of England's grandest households.
From medieval conqueror to Renaissance autocrat to Victorian Empress to modern melodrama, Royal Panoply is the story of
some of the most fascinating people in world history. With her trademark blend of probing scholarship, lively prose, and
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psychological insight, Carolly Erickson focuses on each monarch's entire life---from the puny, socially awkward Charles I, to
the choleric, violent William the Conqueror, to the well-meaning, deeply affectionate Queen Anne, who was so heavy she had
to be carried to her coronation. Royal Panoply recaptures the event-filled, often dangerous, always engaging lives of
England's kings and queens, set against the backdrop of a thousand years of Britain's past.
George I (Penguin Monarchs)
A Life From Beginning to End
Royal Panoply
The Last King of America
Kings of Georgian Britain
Behind the Throne
Who invented the 'House of Windsor' as a royal name? Who founded Westminster Abbey? Which king had twenty-one illegitimate children? David
Halliam answers all these questions and more. Here is a continuous history of the English monarchy, showing how the nine dynasties rose and fell. The
book describes the most memorable features of the life and times of each king or queen - from Egbert, crowned in 802 and considered the first king of
England, to Queen Elizabeth II - as well as recording the extraordinary lives of their queens, consorts, mistresses and bastard children. It also tells the story
of the Saxons, describes what has happened to the monarchs' mortal remains, and relates many lively incidents of royal history that rarely appear in the text
books. Read of the saintly Edward the Confessor, who is believed to have refused to consummate his marriage; of the rumbustious Henry VIII, given to
beheading those who displeased him; of the 'little gentleman in black velvet', who caused the death of William III; and of Queen Victoria's strange servant,
the 'Munshi', Queen Emma, who endured a trial by ordeal; and Anne Boleyn, widely suspected of being a witch. A complete list of the monarchs' reigns and
a genealogical table showing the royal descent down thirty-seven generations from Egbert to Elizabeth II adds to the volume's reference value.
An authoritative life of Edward the Confessor, the monarch whose death sparked the invasion of 1066 One of the last kings of Anglo-Saxon England,
Edward the Confessor regained the throne for the House of Wessex and is the only English monarch to have been canonized. Often cast as a reluctant ruler,
easily manipulated by his in-laws, he has been blamed for causing the invasion of 1066—the last successful conquest of England by a foreign power. Tom
Licence navigates the contemporary webs of political deceit to present a strikingly different Edward. He was a compassionate man and conscientious ruler,
whose reign marked an interval of peace and prosperity between periods of strife. More than any monarch before, he exploited the mystique of royalty to
capture the hearts of his subjects. This compelling biography provides a much-needed reassessment of Edward’s reign—calling into doubt the legitimacy of
his successors and rewriting the ending of Anglo-Saxon England.
From one of the most beloved and distinguished historians of the British monarchy, here is a lively, intimately detailed biography of a long-overlooked king
who reimagined the Crown in the aftermath of World War I and whose marriage to the regal Queen Mary was an epic partnership The grandfather of Queen
Elizabeth II, King George V reigned over the British Empire from 1910 to 1936, a period of unprecedented international turbulence. Yet no one could deny
that as a young man, George seemed uninspired. As his biographer Harold Nicolson famously put it, "he did nothing at all but kill animals and stick in
stamps.” The contrast between him and his flamboyant, hedonistic, playboy father Edward VII could hardly have been greater. However, though it lasted
only a quarter-century, George’s reign was immensely consequential. He faced a constitutional crisis, the First World War, the fall of thirteen European
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monarchies and the rise of Bolshevism. The suffragette Emily Davison threw herself under his horse at the Derby, he refused asylum to his cousin the Tsar
Nicholas II during the Russian Revolution, and he facilitated the first Labour government. And, as Jane Ridley shows, the modern British monarchy would
not exist without George; he reinvented the institution, allowing it to survive and thrive when its very existence seemed doomed. The status of the British
monarchy today, she argues, is due in large part to him. How this supposedly limited man managed to steer the crown through so many perils and adapt an
essentially Victorian institution to the twentieth century is a great story in itself. But this book is also a riveting portrait of a royal marriage and family life.
Queen Mary played a pivotal role in the reign as well as being an important figure in her own right. Under the couple's stewardship, the crown emerged
stronger than ever. George V founded the modern monarchy, and yet his disastrous quarrel with his eldest son, the Duke of Windsor, culminated in the
existential crisis of the Abdication only months after his death. Jane Ridley has had unprecedented access to the archives, and for the first time is able to
reassess in full the many myths associated with this crucial and dramatic time. She brings us a royal family and world not long vanished, and not so far
from our own.
"Memoirs of the Court of George III presents annotated and indexed editions of four works whose authors associated with the court in different ways.
Charlotte Papendiek and several members of her family were servants of the royal household. Mary Delany and Lucy Kennedy, although not employed by
the court, lived in Windsor in 'grace and favour' accommodation provided by the king and had frequent contact there with the royal family and the court.
Queen Charlotte was at the centre of court life and controlled her own establishment within the royal household."--Page xv.
Charles I, Traitor, Murderer, Martyr
Elizabeth II's Seventy Year Battle to Save the House of Windsor
Brief Lives of the English Monarchy
George II
The Monarchy and the Constitution
Henry VII
Wives of the Kings of England

For a man with such conventional tastes and views, George V had a revolutionary impact. Almost despite himself he marked a decisive
break with his flamboyant predecessor Edward VII, inventing the modern monarchy, with its emphasis on frequent public appearances,
family values and duty. George V was an effective war-leader and inventor of 'the House of Windsor'. In an era of ever greater media
coverage--frequently filmed and initiating the British Empire Christmas broadcast--George became for 25 years a universally
recognised figure. He was also the only British monarch to take his role as Emperor of India seriously. While his great rivals (Tsar
Nicolas and Kaiser Wilhelm) ended their reigns in catastrophe, he plodded on. David Cannadine's sparkling account of his reign could
not be more enjoyable, a masterclass in how to write about Monarchy, that central--if peculiar--pillar of British life.
In this volume, the author has written a book whose value as pure history is no less than its interest as a study of four essentially
ordinary people under extraordinary circumstances. He was the first to appreciate the complexity of George I, and he surveys the
following three Georges with a similarly unjaundiced eye.
George IVYale University Press
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An analysis of how constitutional monarchy functions in a modern democracy, showing how it serves to stabilize and sustain
democratic government. The book offers reflections on the future of the monarchy, based firmly upon its history.
King and Elector
The British monarchy on screen
George VI
The Kings and Queens of England
The White King
Brief Lives of the English Monarchs
For King and Country
This royal historian’s “lively study of the four Georges who sat on the English throne for over a century is a joy” (Jane
Austen’s Regency World). For over one hundred years of turmoil, upheaval, and scandal, Great Britain was a Georgian
land. From the day the German-speaking George I stepped off the boat from Hanover to the night that George IV, bloated
and diseased, breathed his last at Windsor, the four kings had presided over a changing nation. Kings of Georgian
Britain offers a fresh perspective on the lives of the four Georges and the events that shaped their characters and reigns.
From love affairs to family feuds, political wrangling, and beyond, it is a chance to peer behind the pomp and follow
these iconic figures from cradle to grave. After all, being a king isn’t always about grand parties and jaw-dropping
jewels, and sometimes following in a father’s footsteps can be the hardest job around. Take a step back in time and meet
the wives, mistresses, friends, and foes of these remarkable kings who shaped the nation, and find out what really went
on behind closed palace doors. Whether dodging assassins, marrying for money, digging up their ancestors, or sparking
domestic disputes that echoed down the generations, the kings of Georgian Britain were never short on drama. “[A]
chronological series of amusing anecdotes. [Curzon is] often whimsical, has a good sense of pace and you can imagine
her stifling a smirk while writing this unusual biography.” —History of Royals
In this brilliant history of warfare, Jeremy Black is the first to approach the entire modern era from a comprehensive
global perspective. He provides a wide-ranging account of the nature, purpose, and experience of war over the past halfmillennium and argues the importance of viewing the rise of European power within a wider international context.
Investigating both land and sea warfare, Black examines weaponry, tactics, strategy, and resources as well as the
political, social, and cultural impact of conflict. The book takes issue with established interpretations, not least those that
emphasize technology, and challenges the view that European military and naval forces were dominant throughout the
period. European mastery at sea did not always translate into equivalent success on land, says Black, and many nonEuropean military systems—the Ottomans in their expansionist years, Babur and the Mughals in sixteenth-century India,
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and the Manchu in China in the following century, for example—were formidable in their own right. The author contends
that in the nineteenth century, the focal period of Europe’s military revolution, the international military balance shifted
decisively. Black shows how military developments, combined with political, economic, and ideological shifts, influenced
the nature and success of European imperialism. Linking debates on early modern history with those of more recent
centuries, he offers a fundamental reexamination of the role of war in the progress of nations.
Despite a long and eventful reign, Britain's George II is a largely forgotten monarch, his achievements overlooked and his
abilities misunderstood. This landmark biography uncovers extensive new evidence in British and German archives,
making possible the most complete and accurate assessment of this thirty-three-year reign. Andrew C. Thompson paints
a richly detailed portrait of the many-faceted monarch in his public as well as his private life. Born in Hanover in 1683,
George Augustus first came to London in 1714 as the new Prince of Wales. He assumed the throne in 1727, held it until
his death in 1760, and has the distinction of being Britain's last foreign-born king and the last king to lead an army in
battle. With George's story at its heart, the book reconstructs his thoughts and actions through a careful reading of the
letters and papers of those around him. Thompson explores the previously underappreciated roles George played in the
political processes of Britain, especially in foreign policy, and also charts the intricacies of the king's complicated
relationships and reassesses the lasting impact of his frequent return trips to Hanover. George II emerges from these
pages as an independent and cosmopolitan figure of undeniable historical fascination.
An in-depth look at the British monarchy that’s “a superb synthesis of historical analysis, politics, and top-notch royal
gossip” (Kirkus Reviews). Since William the Conqueror, duke of Normandy, crossed the English Channel in 1066 to
defeat King Harold II and unite England’s various kingdoms, forty-one kings and queens have sat on Britain’s throne.
“Shining examples of royal power and majesty alongside a rogue’s gallery of weak, lazy, or evil monarchs,” as Tracy
Borman describes them in her sparkling chronicle, Crown & Sceptre. Ironically, during very few of these 955 years has
the throne’s occupant been unambiguously English—whether Norman French, the Welsh-born Tudors, the Scottish
Stuarts, and the Hanoverians and their German successors to the present day. Acknowledging the intrinsic fascination
with British royalty, Borman lifts the veil to reveal the remarkable characters and personalities who have ruled and, since
the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660, more ceremonially reigned. It is a crucial distinction explaining the staying
power of the monarchy as the royal family has evolved and adapted to the needs and opinions of its people, avoiding the
storms of rebellion that brought many of Europe’s royals to an abrupt end. Richard II; Henry VIII; Elizabeth I; George III;
Victoria; Elizabeth II: their names evoke eras and the dramatic events Borman recounts. She is equally attuned to the
fabric of monarchy: royal palaces; the way monarchs have been portrayed in art, on coins, in the media; the ceremony
and pageantry surrounding the crown. Elizabeth II is already one of the longest reigning monarchs in history. Crown &
Sceptre is a fitting tribute to her remarkable longevity and that of the magnificent institution she represents. “Crown &
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Sceptre brings us in short, vivid chapters from William the Conqueror to Elizabeth herself, much of it constituting a dark
record of bumping off adversaries, rivals and spouses, confiscating vast estates and military invasions…. [A] lucid,
character-rich book.” —Minneapolis Star-Tribune “Borman’s deep understanding of English royalty shines.” —Chris
Schluep, Amazon Editors’ Picks, The Best History Books of February 2022
America's Last King
The Life and Reign of Britain's Most Misunderstood Monarch
Edward the Confessor
King in Waiting
The Misunderstood Reign of George III
Not Just a British Monarch
The Lucky King

This biography of George IV, king between 1820 and 1830, provides a reassessment of the monarch's character, reputation
and achievement. E.A. Smith does not minimize the king's faults but focuses on the positive qualities of his achievement in
politics and in the patronage of the arts.
George I was not the most charismatic of the Hanoverian monarchs to have reigned in England but he was probably the most
important. He was certainly the luckiest. Born the youngest son of a landless German duke, he was taken by repeated strokes
of good fortune to become, first the ruler of a major state in the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation and then the
sovereign of three kingdoms (England, Ireland and Scotland). Tim Blanning's incisive short biography examines George's
life and career as a German prince, and as King. Fifty-four years old when he arrived in London in 1714, he was a battlehardened veteran, who put his long experience and deep knowledge of international affairs to good use in promoting the
interests of both Hanover and Great Britain. When he died, his legacy was order and prosperity at home and power and
prestige abroad. Disagreeable he may have been to many, but he was also tough, determined and effective, at a time when
other European thrones had started to crumble.
From the New York Times bestselling author and master of narrative nonfiction comes the tragic story of Charles I, his
warrior queen, Britain's civil wars and the trial for his life. Less than forty years after England's golden age under Elizabeth
I, the country was at war with itself. Split between loyalty to the Crown or to Parliament, war raged on English soil. The
English Civil War would set family against family, friend against friend, and its casualties were immense--a greater
proportion of the population died than in World War I. At the head of the disintegrating kingdom was King Charles I. In this
vivid portrait -- informed by previously unseen manuscripts, including royal correspondence between the king and his queen
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-- Leanda de Lisle depicts a man who was principled and brave, but fatally blinkered. Charles never understood his own
subjects or court intrigue. At the heart of the drama were the Janus-faced cousins who befriended and betrayed him -- Henry
Holland, his peacocking servant whose brother, the New England colonialist Robert Warwick, engineered the king's fall; and
Lucy Carlisle, the magnetic 'last Boleyn girl' and faithless favorite of Charles's maligned and fearless queen. The tragedy of
Charles I was that he fell not as a consequence of vice or wickedness, but of his human flaws and misjudgments. The White
King is a story for our times, of populist politicians and religious war, of manipulative media and the reshaping of nations.
For Charles it ended on the scaffold, condemned as a traitor and murderer, yet lauded also as a martyr, his reign destined to
sow the seeds of democracy in Britain and the New World.
This biography of the last king to lead British troups into baffle and his able wife provides intriquing insight into 18th
century war and politics.Often derided as the buffoon who "hated all boets and bainters", George II was fortunate to be
served by Prime Ministers Sir Robert Walpole and William Pitt, and was wise enough to leave the business of government to
them. His wife, generally regarded as the ablest of British queens between Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, used her influence
in politics and patronage so that she and Walpole effectively ruled the kingdom between them. Her death in 1737 was seen as
a national calamity. Illustrated throughout, this new biography provides a much-needed reevaluation of these monarchs and
the times in which they ruled.
George III
A Domestic History of the British Royal Household
George IV
King George VI
George III (Penguin Monarchs)
From Hanover to Windsor
The British Monarchy and the First World War
"Consorts of the British monarchs have sometimes been regarded as dangerously influential
on their husbands. Mark Hichens's book surveys the wives of the English kings since the
Hanoverian succession. Some played a major role in preserving the monarchy, while others
faced a harder road, one being imprisoned for life, another arraigned before the House of
Lords, while a third has been described as the most wronged wife in Europe. From George III's
imposed-upon wife Charlotte, to Mrs. Simpson, to Elizabeth the Queen Mother." --Publisher's
description.
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King of Britain for sixty years and the last king of what would become the United States,
George III inspired both hatred and loyalty and is now best known for two reasons: as a
villainous tyrant for America's Founding Fathers, and for his madness, both of which have been
portrayed on stage and screen. In this concise and penetrating biography, Jeremy Black turns
away from the image-making and back to the archives, and instead locates George's life within
his age: as a king who faced the loss of key colonies, rebellion in Ireland, insurrection in
London, constitutional crisis in Britain and an existential threat from Revolutionary France as
part of modern Britain's longest period of war. Black shows how George III rose to these
challenges with fortitude and helped settle parliamentary monarchy as an effective
governmental system, eventually becoming the most popular monarch for well over a century.
He also shows us a talented and curious individual, committed to music, art, architecture and
science, who took the duties of monarchy seriously, from reviewing death penalties to trying to
control his often wayward children even as his own mental health failed, and became Britain's
longest reigning king.
She ascended the thrones of England, Scotland and Ireland in 1702, at age thirty-seven,
Britain’s last Stuart monarch, and five years later united two of her realms, England and
Scotland, as a sovereign state, creating the Kingdom of Great Britain. She had a history of
personal misfortune, overcoming ill health (she suffered from crippling arthritis; by the time
she became Queen she was a virtual invalid) and living through seventeen miscarriages,
stillbirths, and premature births in seventeen years. By the end of her comparatively short
twelve-year reign, Britain had emerged as a great power; the succession of outstanding
victories won by her general, John Churchill, the Duke of Marlborough, had humbled France
and laid the foundations for Britain’s future naval and colonial supremacy. While the Queen’s
military was performing dazzling exploits on the continent, her own attention—indeed her
realm—rested on a more intimate conflict: the female friendship on which her happiness had
for decades depended and which became for her a source of utter torment. At the core of Anne
Somerset’s riveting new biography, published to great acclaim in England
(“Definitive”—London Evening Standard; “Wonderfully pacy and absorbing”—Daily Mail), is a
portrait of this deeply emotional, complex bond between two very different women: Queen
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Anne—reserved, stolid, shrewd; and Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough, wife of the
Queen’s great general—beautiful, willful, outspoken, whose acerbic wit was equally matched by
her fearsome temper. Against a fraught background—the revolution that deposed Anne’s
father, James II, and brought her to power . . . religious differences (she was born
Protestant—her parents’ conversion to Catholicism had grave implications—and she grew up so
suspicious of the Roman church that she considered its doctrines “wicked and dangerous”) . . .
violently partisan politics (Whigs versus Tories) . . . a war with France that lasted for almost
her entire reign . . . the constant threat of foreign invasion and civil war—the much-admired
historian, author of Elizabeth I (“Exhilarating”—The Spectator; “Ample, stylish,
eloquent”—The Washington Post Book World), tells the extraordinary story of how Sarah
goaded and provoked the Queen beyond endurance, and, after the withdrawal of Anne’s favor,
how her replacement, Sarah’s cousin, the feline Abigail Masham, became the ubiquitous royal
confidante and, so Sarah whispered to growing scandal, the object of the Queen's sexual
infatuation. To write this remarkably rich and passionate biography, Somerset, winner of the
Elizabeth Longford Prize for Historical Biography, has made use of royal archives,
parliamentary records, personal correspondence and previously unpublished material. Queen
Anne is history on a large scale—a revelation of a centuries-overlooked monarch.
Founder of the Tudor dynasty, Henry VII was a crucial figure in English history. In this
acclaimed study of the king's life and reign, the distinguished historian S. B. Chrimes explores
the circumstances surrounding Henry's acquisition of the throne, examines the personnel and
machinery of government, and surveys the king's social, political, and economic policies, law
enforcement, and foreign strategy. This edition of the book includes a new critical
introduction and bibliographical updating by George Bernard.
The Last Queen
Crown & Sceptre
Who's Who in the English Monarchy From Egbert to Elizabeth II
The British Monarchs
George V
Kings and Queens of England
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The First Four Georges
From the reign of Alfred the Great - the first king of Wessex to call himself 'king of England' in the 9th century, to the shock of Norman invasion in the 11th, and from the brutal
vicissitudes of late medieval kingship to the comfortable ceremonial of modern-day
constitutional monarchy, the story of England's kings and queens is to a large degree that of
England herself. Kings and Queens of England offers readable profiles of 59 English monarchs
from Harold II to Henry VIII, and from Ethelred the Unready to Elizabeth II. Each monarch is
elegantly profiled and the impact of their rule on wider English history clearly and concisely
described and analysed. For every king and queen there is a detailed timeline, and the
narrative is further amplified by display quotations, feature boxes, panels of key biographical
facts, and - last but not least - by 150 lavish full-colour images. Ian Crofton recounts a
1000-year tale of murder, invasion, usurpation, adultery, divorce, civil war and revolution in a
manner that is as entertaining as it is informative. The Kings and Queens of England is the
perfect choice for anyone looking for an illustrated account of the English monarchy from the
Anglo-Saxon era to the present
Contains brief biographies that examine the lives and reigns of the forty men and women who
have ruled England from 1066 to 2006.
Through its focus on the relationship between foreign and domestic politics, this book
provides a new perspective on the often fractious and tangled events of George I’s reign
(1714-27). This was a period of transition for Britain, as royal authority gave way to cabinet
government, and as the country began to exercise increased influence upon the world stage.
It was a reign that witnessed the trauma of the 1715 Jacobite Rebellion, saw Britain fighting
Spain as part of the Quadruple Alliance, and in which Britain confronted the rise of Russia
under Peter the Great. There has been relatively little new detailed work on this subject since
Hatton’s biography of George I appeared in 1978, and that book, while impressive, devoted
relatively little attention to the domestic political dimension of foreign policy. In contrast,
Black links diplomacy to domestic politics to show that foreign policy was a key aspect of
government as well as the leading battleground both for domestic politics and for ministerial
rivalries. As a result he demonstrates how party identities in foreign policy were not marginal,
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to either policy or party, but, instead, central to both. The research is based upon a wealth of
both British and foreign archive material, including State Papers Domestic, Scotland, Ireland
and Regencies, as well as Foreign. Extensive use is also made of parliamentary and
ministerial papers, as well as the private papers of numerous diplomats. Foreign archives
consulted include papers from Hanover, Osnabrück, Darmstadt, Marburg, Munich, Paris, The
Hague, Vienna and Turin. By drawing upon such a wide ranging array of sources, this book
offers a rich and nuanced view of politics and foreign policy under George I.
A timely and revelatory new biography of Queen Elizabeth (and her family) exploring how the
Windsors have evolved and thrived, as the modern world has changed around them. Clive
Irving’s stunning new narrative biography The Last Queen probes the question of the British
monarchy’s longevity. In 2021, the Queen Elizabeth II finally appears to be at ease in the
modern world, helped by the new generation of Windsors. But through Irving’s unique insight
there emerges a more fragile institution, whose extraordinarily dutiful matriarch has
managed to persevere with dignity, yet in doing so made a Faustian pact with the media. The
Last Queen is not a conventional biography—and the book is therefore not limited by the
traditions of that genre. Instead, it follows Elizabeth and her family’s struggle to survive in
the face of unprecedented changes in our attitudes towards the royal family, with the critical
eye of an investigative reporter who is present and involved on a highly personal level.
A New History of the British Monarchy, from William the Conqueror to Elizabeth II
Madness and Majesty
George V (Penguin Monarchs)
The British Monarchy and the French Revolution
Queen Anne
Georgian Monarchy
Politics and Foreign Policy in the Age of George I, 1714–1727
The definitive biography of George VI, the hero of The King's Speech George VI reigned through taxing times.
Acceding to the throne upon his brother's abdication, he was immediately confronted with the turmoil in European
politics leading up to the Second World War, then the War itself, followed by a period of austerity, social
transformation and loss of Empire. George was unprepared for kingship, suffering from a stammer which could make
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public occasions very painful for him. Moreover he had grown up in the shadow of his brother, a man who had been
idolized as no royal prince has been, before or since. However, as Sarah Bradford shows in this sympathetic biography,
although George was not born to be king, he died a great one. 'A triumph ... Sarah Bradford looks set to inherit Lady
Longford's mantle as royal biographer supreme' Mail on Sunday 'Lucid, convincing and admirably fair ... George VI has
been fortunate in his biographer' Philip Ziegler 'Vivid, thorough and enjoyable' Independent Sarah Bradford is a
historian and biographer. Her books include Cesare Borgia (1976), Disraeli (1982), winner of the New York Times Book
of the Year, Princess Grace (1984), Sacherevell Sitwell (1993), Elizabeth: A Biography of Her Majesty the Queen (1996),
America's Queen: The Life of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis (2000), Lucrezia Borgia (2005) and Diana (2007).She lives in
London and is married to the 8th Viscount Bangor. She is currently working on a full scale biography of Queen Victoria.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Churchill and Napoleon The last king of America, George III, has been
ridiculed as a complete disaster who frittered away the colonies and went mad in his old age. The truth is much more
nuanced and fascinating--and will completely change the way readers and historians view his reign and legacy. Most
Americans dismiss George III as a buffoon--a heartless and terrible monarch with few, if any, redeeming qualities. The
best-known modern interpretation of him is Jonathan Groff's preening, spitting, and pompous take in Hamilton, LinManuel Miranda's Broadway masterpiece. But this deeply unflattering characterization is rooted in the prejudiced and
brilliantly persuasive opinions of eighteenth-century revolutionaries like Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson, who
needed to make the king appear evil in order to achieve their own political aims. After combing through hundreds of
thousands of pages of never-before-published correspondence, award-winning historian Andrew Roberts has
uncovered the truth: George III was in fact a wise, humane, and even enlightened monarch who was beset by talented
enemies, debilitating mental illness, incompetent ministers, and disastrous luck. In The Last King of America, Roberts
paints a deft and nuanced portrait of the much-maligned monarch and outlines his accomplishments, which have
been almost universally forgotten. Two hundred and forty-five years after the end of George III's American rule, it is
time for Americans to look back on their last king with greater understanding: to see him as he was and to come to
terms with the last time they were ruled by a monarch.
This is a ground-breaking history of the British monarchy in the First World War and of the social and cultural functions
of monarchism in the British war effort. Heather Jones examines how the conflict changed British cultural attitudes to
the monarchy, arguing that the conflict ultimately helped to consolidate the crown's sacralised status. She looks at
how the monarchy engaged with war recruitment, bereavement, gender norms, as well as at its political and military
powers and its relationship with Ireland and the empire. She considers the role that monarchism played in military
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culture and examines royal visits to the front, as well as the monarchy's role in home front morale and in interwar war
commemoration. Her findings suggest that the rise of republicanism in wartime Britain has been overestimated and
that war commemoration was central to the monarchy's revered interwar status up to the abdication crisis.
More than 1,200 years of ruling British monarchs ̶ from Alfred the Great (871-899) to Elizabeth II (1952-). Background
scenes evoke dramatic highlights of each era. 30 illustrations.
King George II and Queen Caroline
Kings, Queens, Bones and Bastards
George II (Penguin Monarchs)
Never a Dull Moment
War and the World
With Some of the Principal Facts of English History in Rhyme
The Politics of Passion
The sixty-year reign of George III (1760–1820) witnessed and participated in some of the
most critical events of modern world history: the ending of the Seven Years’ War with
France, the American War of Independence, the French Revolutionary Wars, the campaign
against Napoleon Bonaparte and battle of Waterloo in 1815, and Union with Ireland in
1801. Despite the pathos of the last years of the mad, blind, and neglected monarch, it
is a life full of importance and interest. Jeremy Black’s biography deals comprehensively
with the politics, the wars, and the domestic issues, and harnesses the richest range of
unpublished sources in Britain, Germany, and the United States. But, using George III’s
own prolific correspondence, it also interrogates the man himself, his strong religious
faith, and his powerful sense of moral duty to his family and to his nation. Black
considers the king’s scientific, cultural, and intellectual interests as no other
biographer has done, and explores how he was viewed by his contemporaries. Identifying
George as the last British ruler of the Thirteen Colonies, Black reveals his strong
personal engagement in the struggle for America and argues that George himself, his
intentions and policies, were key to the conflict.
George III, Britain's longest-reigning king, has gone down in history as 'the cruellest
tyrant of this age' (Thomas Paine, eighteenth century), 'a sovereign who inflicted more
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profound and enduring injuries upon this country than any other modern English king' (WEH
Lecky, nineteenth century), 'one of England's most disastrous kings' (JH Plumb, twentieth
century) and as the pompous, camp and sinister monarch of the musical 'Hamilton' (twentyfirst century). Andrew Roberts's magnificent new biography takes entirely the opposite
view. It convincingly portrays George as intelligent, benevolent, scrupulously devoted to
the constitution of his country and (as head of government as well as head of state)
navigating the turbulence of eighteenth-century politics with a strong sense of honour
and duty. He was a devoted husband and family man, a great patron of the arts and
sciences, keen ('Farmer George') to advance Britain's agricultural capacity and
determined that her horizons should be global. The book gives a detailed, revisionist
account of the American War of Independence, amongst other things persuasively taking
apart a significant proportion of the Declaration of Independence. In a later war, it
shows how George's support for William Pitt was crucial to the battle against Napoleon.
And it makes a credible, modern diagnosis of George's terrible malady which robbed him of
his mind for the last 10 years of his life - his other main claim to the popular
imagination. Roberts argues that, far from being a tyrant or incompetent, George III was
one of our most admirable monarchs. George III shows one of Britain's premier historians
at his sparkling best.
This detailed study of early Georgian kingship and queenship examines the rhetorical and
iconographical fashioning of the dynasty, evaluates the political and social function of
the early Georgian court, and provides an extensive analysis of provincial cultures of
monarchism.
In 1714 George Ludwig, the fifty-eight-year-old elector of Brunswick-Luneburg, became, as
George I, the first of the Hanoverian dynasty to rule Britain. Until his death in 1727
George served as both elector of Hanover and British monarch. An enigmatic figure whose
real character has long been concealed by anti-Hanoverian propaganda, George emerges in
this groundbreaking biography as an impressive ruler who welcomed the responsibilities
the accession brought him and set out to bring culture to what he considered the
unsophisticated English nation. Ragnhild Hatton’s biography is the only comprehensive
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account of George’s life and reign. It draws on a wide range of archival sources in
several languages to illuminate the fascinating details of George’s early life and
dynastic crises, his plans and ambitions for the British nation, the impact of his
rationalist ideas, and his accomplishments as king. The book also examines the king’s
private life, his family relationships in both Prussia and England, his private interest
in music and the arts, and the improvement of his British and Hanoverian properties.
Last of the Royal Blood
Memoirs of the Court of George III: Mary Delany (1700-1788) and the court of King George
III
Politics and Culture, 1714-1760
George IV (Penguin Monarchs)
The Unexpected King
Military Power and the Fate of Continents, 1450-2000
The Dutiful King
What prevented revolution in Britain during the French revolutionary era? How did George III's monarchy withstand
republican challenges? This book examines the British monarchy -- and the values, beliefs, and images attached to it -during the contentious decade of the 1790s. Through a wide-ranging exploration of loyalist and reform propaganda,
newspapers, political caricatures, sermons, and records of prosecution for sedition and treason, Marilyn Morris arrives at a
new perspective on the forces of social stability in Britain that prevented revolution and preserved the Crown. Morris
reassesses the significance of the ideological exchange in Britain during the French revolutionary period, showing that the
so-called failure of the reform movement did not result simply from a stubborn disregard for the reality of the situations in
France and Britain. She considers the problems created for reformers by the government's exaggeration of the threat to
the monarchy, as well as the influence that reformist arguments had on loyalist ideology. The monarchy, though traditionbound, continually had to reinvent itself, Morris contends, and its modern incarnation emerged in the later years of
George's reign with a style stressing personality, empathy, and domesticity, and a legitimacy based on the monarchy's
embodiment of the nation's history. Morris's analysis of the monarchy's image and its incorporation into political argument
during a time of upheaval provides new insight into the ways different institutions of the state protected and supported one
another. Her discussion also places in perspective speculation about the imminent demise of the monarchy in the 1990s.
"Morris engages directlyand intelligently with other historians in the field. She makes a significant contribution to the history
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of English monarchy". -- Paul Monod, Middlebury College
From the celebrated historian and author of Europe: A History, a new life of George II George II, King of Great Britain and
Ireland and Elector of Hanover, came to Britain for the first time when he was thirty-one. He had a terrible relationship with
his father, George I, which was later paralleled by his relationship to his own son. He was short-tempered and
uncultivated, but in his twenty-three-year reign he presided over a great flourishing in his adoptive country - economic,
military and cultural - all described with characteristic wit and elegance by Norman Davies. (George II so admired the
Hallelujah chorus in Handel's Messiah that he stood while it was being performed - as modern audiences still do.) Much of
his attention remained in Hanover and on continental politics, as a result of which he was the last British monarch to lead
his troops into battle, at Dettingen in 1744.
In Britain the phrase ‘an heir and a spare’ refers to the imperative for members of the royal family to provide both an heir to
take on their title and a spare. In this equation King George VI was ‘the spare’, the second son of King George V and
Mary, and never expected to sit on the throne. King George VI, or Albert as he was known prior to his kingship, had a
career in the Royal Navy and served during the First World War before King Edward VIII’s decision to abdicate his throne.
Determined to restore the British Royal Family in the eyes of the people, King George VI played a pivotal role in the victory
of the allied nations in the Second World War. Inside you will read about... ✓ Early Years ✓ Prince Albert in the Navy ✓
The Great War ✓ The Reign and Abdication of King Edward VIII ✓ Becoming King George VI ✓ The Second World War ✓
Post-War Years And much more! King George VI ruled long enough to oversee the tumultuous post-war years in Britain,
the collapse of the British Empire and the emergence of the Commonwealth. Succeeded by his daughter Elizabeth at just
55 years old, King George VI had a deep sense of honor and duty and was completely dedicated to his turbulent role as
King.
George I
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