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"Today, more people view research that is inaccessible to public audiences and disconnected from public needs, to be of
little value. While public scholarship has always existed, and been a regular part of the academic/public discourse since the
1960s (Denzin & Giardina, 2018), it has gained considerable attention over the past two decades. This is significant as it
has ushered in largescale debates about the nature and role of academic research in society. These debates have occurred
in both academic and nonacademic communities"-This book draws on the expertise of faculty and colleagues at the Balsillie School of International Affairs to both locate the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a contribution to the development of global government and to examine the
political-institutional and financial challenges posed by the SDGs. The contributors are experts in global governance issues
in a broad variety of fields ranging from health, food systems, social policy, migration and climate change. An introductory
chapter sets out the broad context of the governance challenges involved, and how individual chapters contribute to the
analysis. The book begins by focusing on individual SDGs, examining briefly the background to the particular goal and
evaluating the opportunities and challenges (particularly governance challenges) in achieving the goal, as well as
discussing how this goal relates to other SDGs. The book goes on to address the broader issues of achieving the set of goals
overall, examining the novel financing mechanisms required for an enterprise of this nature, the trade-offs involved
(particularly between the urgent climate agenda and the social/economic goals), the institutional arrangements designed to
enable the achievement of the goals and offering a critical perspective on the enterprise as a whole. Achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals makes a distinctive contribution by covering a broad range of individual goals with
contributions from experts on governance in the global climate, social and economic areas as well as providing
assessments of the overall project – its financial feasibility, institutional requisites, and its failures to tackle certain problems
at the core. This book will be of great interest to scholars and students of international affairs, development studies and
sustainable development, as well as those engaged in policymaking nationally, internationally and those working in NGOs.
Although organic farming and agroecology are normally not associated with the use of new technologies, it’s rapid growth,
new technologies are being adopted to mitigate environmental impacts of intensive production implemented with external
material and energy inputs. GPS, satellite images, GIS, drones, help conventional farming in precision supply of water,
pesticides, fertilizers. Prescription maps define the right place and moment for interventions of machinery fleets. Yield goal
remains the key objective, integrating a more efficient use or resources toward an economic-environmental sustainability.
Technological smart farming allows extractive agriculture entering the sustainability era. Societies that practice
agroecology through the development of human-environmental co-evolutionary systems represent a solid model of
sustainability. These systems are characterized by high-quality agroecosystems and landscapes, social inclusion, and viable
economies. This book explores the challenges posed by the new geographic information technologies in agroecology and
organic farming. It discusses the differences among technology-laden conventional farming systems and the role of
technologies in strengthening the potential of agroecology. The first part reviews the new tools offered by geographic
information technologies to farmers and people. The second part provides case studies of most promising application of
technologies in organic farming and agroecology: the diffusion of hyperspectral imagery, the role of positioning systems,
the integration of drones with satellite imagery. The third part of the book, explores the role of agroecology using a
multiscale approach from the farm to the landscape level. This section explores the potential of Geodesign in promoting
alliances between farmers and people, and strengthening food networks, whether through proximity urban farming or
asserting land rights in remote areas in the spirit of agroecological transition.
Household vulnerability to weather shocks and changing climatic conditions has become a major concern in developing
countries. Yet the empirical evidence remains limited on the impact that changing environmental conditions have on
households. This book explores climate change adaptation using a social resilience approach. The book is based on primary
data from the Sundarbans, a densely populated area located across parts of Bangladesh and India (West Bengal) which is
highly vulnerable to extreme weather events and climate change. The focus is on assessing how households are affected by
cyclones: whether they are able to cope with, adapt to and recover from events and changes; whether they are warned
ahead of time; whether they benefit from government safety nets and other social programs; and finally whether they are
driven to either temporary or permanent migration. This assessment leads to a better understanding of how exposure to an
area of climate change vulnerability and risk affects and shapes human responses.
Investing in Water for a Green Economy
Contributions to Technological Sovereignty
Decolonial and Regenerative Futures
Subtle Agroecologies
Working with Nonacademic Stakeholders, Teams, and Communities
Food as a Human Right: Combatting Global Hunger and Forging a Path to Food Sovereignty
Knowledge about pastoralism has a legacy of misunderstanding and debate within rural development, a highly politicized territory at the
regional and national level, and an evolving discussion in the context of climate change. The Pastoralist Knowledge Hub (PKH), which is
hosted by FAO, brings together pastoralists and the main actors working with them to create the synergies for dialogue and the development
of much needed pastoralist policies at the national and global level. This report presents the results of the final evaluation of two projects:
“Pastoralist Knowledge Hub Part 1: Support to pastoralists in advocacy and policy matters” (PKH1) and “Pastoralist Knowledge Hub Part 2:
Technical support to pastoralists livelihood and resilience” (PKH2). The expected overall impact of the projects was improved policies,
legislation and programmes related to pastoralism, contributing to food security, poverty reduction and resilience. This evaluation serves a
dual purpose of accountability and learning. It extrapolates findings and conclusions based on the evidence collected, and identifies good
practices and challenges to inform future projects.
The Encyclopedia of Food Security and Sustainability covers the hottest topics in the science of food sustainability, providing a synopsis of
the path society is on to secure food for a growing population. It investigates the focal issue of sustainable food production in relation to the
effects of global change on food resources, biodiversity and global food security. This collection of methodological approaches and
knowledge derived from expert authors around the world offers the research community, food industry, scientists and students with the
knowledge to relate to, and report on, the novel challenges of food production and sustainability. This comprehensive encyclopedia will act as
a platform to show how an interdisciplinary approach and closer collaboration between the scientific and industrial communities is necessary
to strengthen our existing capacity to generate and share research data. Offers readers a ‘one-stop’ resource on the topic of food security
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and sustainability Contains articles split into sections based on the various dimensions of Food Security and Food Sustainability Written by
academics and practitioners from various fields and regions with a “farm to fork understanding Includes concise and accessible chapters,
providing an authoritative introduction for non-specialists and readers from undergraduate level upwards, as well as up-to-date foundational
content for those familiar with the field
In the context of the economies of the world becoming greener, this book provides a global and interdisciplinary overview of the condition of
the world’s water resources and the infrastructure used to manage it. It focuses on current social and economic costs of water provision,
needs and opportunities for investment and for improving its management. It describes the large array of water policy challenges facing the
world, including the Millennium Development Goals for clean water and sanitation, and shows how these might be met. There is a mixture of
global overviews, reviews of specific issues and an array of case studies. It is shown how accelerated investment in water-dependent
ecosystems, in water infrastructure and in water management can be expected to expedite the transition to a green economy. The book
provides a key source of information for people interested in understanding emerging water issues and approaches that are consistent with a
world that takes greater responsibility for the environment.
This book offers an essential, comprehensive, yet accessible reference of contemporary food security discourse and guides readers through
the steps required for food security analysis. Food insecurity is a major obstacle to development and achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals. It is a complex issue that cuts across traditional sectors in government and disciplines in academia. Understanding how
multiple elements cause and influence food security is essential for policymakers, practitioners and scholars. This book demonstrates how
evaluation can integrate the four elements of food security (availability, access, nutrition and resilience) and offers practical tools for policy
and programme impact assessment to support evidence-based planning. Aimed at researchers, postgraduates and those undertaking
professional development in food studies, agricultural economics, rural development, nutrition and public health, the book is key reading for
those seeking to understand evidence-based food security analysis.
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
Theoretical Perspectives and Empirical Insights
The Real Cost of Cheap Food
Agroecology Now!
Encyclopedia of Food Security and Sustainability
Thought, Practice, Challenges, and Opportunities
Agri-environmental Governance as an Assemblage

Food sovereignty is an emerging discourse of empowerment and autonomy in the food system with the development of associated practices in
rural and some urban spaces. While literature on food sovereignty has proliferated since the first usage of the term in 1996 at the Rome Food
Summit, most has been descriptive rather than explanatory in nature, and often confuses food sovereignty with other movements and objectives
such as alternative food networks, food justice, or food self-sufficiency. This book is a collection of empirically rich and theoretically engaged
papers across a broad geographical spectrum reflecting on what constitutes the politics and practices of food sovereignty. They contribute to a
theoretical gap in the food sovereignty literature as well as a relative shortage of empirical work on food sovereignty in the global "North",
much previous work having focussed on Latin America. Specific case studies are included from Canada, Norway, Switzerland, southern
Europe, UK and USA, as well as Africa, India and Ecuador. The book presents new research on the emergence of food sovereignties. It offers a
wide variety of empirical examples and a theoretically engaged framework for explaining the aims of actors and organizations working toward
autonomy and democracy in the food system.
We all need food to survive, and forty percent of the world’s population relies on agriculture for their livelihood. Yet control over food is
concentrated in relatively few hands. Turmoil in the world food economy in recent decades has highlighted a number of vulnerabilities and
contradictions inherent in the way we currently organize this vital sector. Extremes of both undernourishment and overnourishment affect a
significant proportion of humanity. And attempts to increase production through the spread of an industrial model of agriculture has resulted in
serious ecological consequences. The fully revised and expanded third edition of this popular book explores how the rise of industrial
agriculture, corporate control, inequitable agricultural trade rules, and the financialization of food have each enabled powerful actors to gain
fundamental influence over the practices that dominate the world food economy and result in uneven consequences for both people and planet.
A variety of movements have emerged that are making important progress in establishing alternative food systems, but, as Clapp’s penetrating
analysis ably shows, significant challenges remain.
Urban population growth is extremely rapid across Africa and this book places urban food and nutrition security firmly on the development
and policy agenda. It shows that current efforts to address food poverty in Africa that focus entirely on small-scale farmers, to the exclusion of
broader socio-economic and infrastructural approaches, are misplaced and will remain largely ineffective in ameliorating food and nutrition
insecurity for the majority of Africans. Using original data from the African Food Security Urban Network’s (AFSUN) extensive database it is
demonstrated that the primary food security challenge for urban households is access to food. Already linked into global food systems and
value chains, Africa’s supply of food is not necessarily in jeopardy. Rather, the widespread poverty and informal urban fabric that
characterizes Africa’s emerging cities impinge directly on households’ capacity to access food that is readily available. Through the analysis
of empirical data collected from 6,500 households in eleven cities in nine countries in Southern Africa, the authors identify the complexity of
factors and dynamics that create the circumstances of widespread food and nutrition insecurity under which urban citizens live. They also
provide useful policy approaches to address these conditions that currently thwart the latent development potential of Africa’s expanding
urban population.
Food Sovereignty, Agroecology and Biocultural DiversityConstructing and Contesting KnowledgeRoutledge Studies in Food, Society and the
Environment
Global Governance Challenges
The Right to Food
Services, Infrastructure, Policies and Management
“Pastoralist Knowledge Hub Part 1: Support to pastoralists in advocacy and policy matters” and “Pastoralist Knowledge Hub Part 2:
Technical support to pastoralists livelihood and resilience” Project codes: GCP/GLO/536/GER and GCP/GLO/611/GER
Multiplicity, Power, and Transformation
Discourse, politics and practice of place
Short Food Supply Chains as Responses to Agri-Food System Challenges
As Africa urbanises and the focus of poverty shifts to urban centres, there is an imperative to address
poverty in African cities. This is particularly the case in smaller cities, which are often the most rapidly
urbanising, but the least able to cope with this growth. This book argues that an examination of the food
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system and food security provides a valuable lens to interrogate urban poverty. Chapters examine the
linkages between poverty, urban food systems and local governance with a focus on case studies from three
smaller or secondary cities in Africa: Kisumu (Kenya), Kitwe (Zambia) and Epworth (Zimbabwe). The book
makes a wider contribution to debates on urban studies and urban governance in Africa through analysis of
the causes and consequences of the paucity of urban-scale data for decision makers, and by presenting
potential methodological innovations to address this paucity. As the global development agenda is
increasingly focusing on urban issues, most notably the urban goal of the new Sustainable Development
Goals and the New Urban Agenda, the work is timely.
This important work addresses the difficult ethical issues surrounding the accessibility of food to all people
as a human right, and not a privilege that emerges because of social structure or benefit of geography. •
Provides a better understanding of the global food system and the organizations and institutions that
influence this system • Offers suggestions on how people can engage their communities and learn more
about the foods they eat • Informs readers about the conditions under which foods are produced • Provides
resources on how to help local communities
Around the world, food has probably never been as safe as it is today. However, periodic crises have aroused
consumer anxiety and contributed to a general lack of confidence in the agro-industrial system. The diverse
nature of these crises increases governments’ and industry difficulties in predicting and tackling them. This
book addresses the relations between risk and food theoretically and empirically through case studies from
Japan and China. Part I of the book examines the interaction between theoretical aspects and decisionmaking. The book theorizes the links between food and risk and analyses the decision-making process in light
of risks and governance. The relationship between food risks, governance systems and economic decisions is
assessed to explore ideas such as the "pact of nutrition" and the theory of weak signals. Part II examines
case studies from China and Japan in the aftermaths of recent crises such as the milk powder scandal in China
and food safety following the Fukushima nuclear accident and tsunami in Japan. This book will be an
important resource for scholars, academics and policy-makers in the fields of sociology, economics, food
studies, Chinese studies and Japanese studies and theories of risks and safety.
Contesting Extinctions: Decolonial and Regenerative Futures critically interrogates the discursive framing of
extinctions and how they relate to the systems that bring about biocultural loss. The chapters in this
multidisciplinary volume examine approaches to ecological and social extinction and resurgence from a
variety of fields, including environmental studies, literary studies, political science, and philosophy.
Grounding their scholarship in decolonial, Indigenous, and counter-hegemonic frameworks, the contributors
advocate for shifting the discursive focus from ruin to regeneration.
Routledge Handbook of Sustainable Diets
Cluster evaluation of FAO’s contribution to the Pastoralist Knowledge Hub
Seeds for Diversity and Inclusion
Constructing and contesting knowledge
Reclaiming Autonomous Food Systems
Urban Food Systems Governance and Poverty in African Cities - (Open Access)
Essays on Strategy and Public Health

This book discusses the vital importance of including indigenous knowledges in the sustainable
development agenda. In the wake of colonialism and imperialism, dialogue between indigenous
knowledges and Western epistemology has broken down time and again. However, in recent decades
the broader indigenous struggle for rights and recognition has led to a better understanding of
indigenous knowledges, and in 2015 the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) outlined the importance
of indigenous engagement in contributing to the implementation of the agenda. Drawing on experiences
and field work from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe, Indigenous Knowledges and the Sustainable
Development Agenda brings together authors who explore social, educational, institutional and
ecological sustainability in relation to indigenous knowledges. In doing so, this book provides a
comprehensive understanding of the concept of "sustainability", at both national and international
levels, from a range of diverse perspectives. As the decolonizing debate gathers pace within mainstream
academic discourse, this book offers an important contribution to scholars across development studies,
environmental studies, education, and political ecology.
A two-day virtual regional consultation titled “Engaging with Academia and Research Institutions (ARIs)
to Support Family Farmers and Food System Transformation During and Post COVID-19 Pandemic in
Asia” was held by the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture
(SEARCA) and the Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable Rural Development (AFA) from 8–9
December 2021. The consultation was organized in collaboration with United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), International Cooperation Centre of Agricultural Research
for Development (CIRAD), Group For Research and Technology Exchanges (GRET), and with technical
assistance from FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP). It was attended by 157 international
participants and 51 speakers coming from different academic and research institutions (ARIs), nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations (CSOs), government agencies, and
development partners. The regional consultation highlighted the importance of collaboration among
ARIs, family farmers’ organizations, government agencies, and development partners in Asia in
enhancing the livelihoods of family farmers and developing their capacities to cope with the COVID-19
pandemic through agroecology. This publication compiles the proceedings of the two-day virtual
regional consultation and marks an important milestone in initiating a stocktaking of existing initiatives
and collaborations between ARIs, inter-government agencies and family farmers’ organizations in the
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region with a specific focus on agroecology and sustainable food systems.
In this challenging work, the author argues that the goal of any food system should not simply be to
provide the cheapest calories possible. A secure food system is one that affords people and nations – in
both the present and future – the capabilities to prosper and lead long, happy, and healthy lives. For a
variety of reasons, food security has come to be synonymous with cheap calorie security. On this
measure, the last fifty years have been a remarkable success. But the author shows that these cheap
calories have also come at great cost, to the environment, individual and societal well-being, human
health, and the food sovereignty of nations. The book begins by reviewing the concept of food security,
particularly as it has been enacted within agrifood and international policy over the last century. After
proposing a coherent definition the author then assesses empirically whether these policies have
actually made us and the environment any better off. One of the many ways the author accomplishes
this task is by introducing the Food and Human Security Index (FHSI) in an original attempt to better
measure and quantify the affording qualities of food systems. A FHSI score is calculated for 126
countries based on indicators of objective and subjective well-being, nutrition, ecological sustainability,
food dependency, and food system market concentration. The final FHSI ranking produces many counterintuitive results. Why, for example, does Costa Rica top the ranking, while the United States comes in at
number fifty-five? The author concludes by arguing for the need to reclaim food security by returning
the concept to something akin to its original spirit, identified earlier in the book. While starting at the
level of the farm the concluding chapter focuses most of its attention beyond the farm gate, recognizing
that food security is more than just about issues surrounding production. For example, space is made in
this chapter to address the important question of, "What can we eat if not GDP?" We need, the author
contends, a thoroughly sociological rendering of food security: a position that views food security not as
a thing – or an end in itself – but as a process that ought to make people and the Planet better off.
This open access book will contribute to a more nuanced debate around seed system resilience that
goes beyond the dominant dichotomous conceptualization of seed governance often characterized as
traditional vs modern, subsistence vs commercial, or local vs global. While reflecting on the expanding
oligopoly in the current seed system, the authors argue that such classifications limit our ability to
critically reflect on and acknowledge the diverse approaches through which seed governance is
practiced around the world, at various scales, creating a mosaic of dynamic complementarities and
autonomies. The authors also highlight the importance of this much needed dialogue through case
studies of seed governance approaches and practices found in and around Japan.
Food Bank Nations
Agroecology and Endogenous Development
The Political Economy of Soil Erosion in Developing Countries
Mexican-Origin Foods, Foodways, and Social Movements
Food
The Global Campaign to End Hunger and Malnutrition
Handbook on the Human Impact of Agriculture
Contestations over knowledge � and who controls its production � are a key focus of social movements and other actors that promote food
sovereignty, agroecology and biocultural diversity. This book critically examines the kinds of knowledge and ways of knowing needed for food
sovereignty, agroecology and biocultural diversity. �Food sovereignty� is understood here as a transformative process that seeks to recreate the
democratic realm and regenerate a diversity of autonomous food systems based on agroecology, biocultural diversity, equity, social justice and
ecological sustainability. It is shown that alternatives to the current model of development require radically different knowledges and
epistemologies from those on offer today in mainstream institutions (including universities, policy think tanks and donor organizations). To
achieve food sovereignty, agroecology and biocultural diversity, there is a need to re-imagine and construct knowledge for diversity,
decentralisation, dynamic adaptation and democracy. The authors critically explore the changes in organizations, research paradigms and
professional practice that could help transform and co-create knowledge for a new modernity based on plural definitions of wellbeing. Particular
attention is given to institutional, pedagogical and methodological innovations that can enhance cognitive justice by giving hitherto excluded
citizens more power and agency in the construction of knowledge. The book thus contributes to the democratization of knowledge and power in
the domain of food, environment and society.
Political Agroecology is the first book to offer a systematic and articulated reflection on Political Agroecology from the Agroecological
perspective. It defines the disciplinary field responsible for designing and producing actions, institutions and regulations aimed at achieving
agrarian sustainability. In short, it aims to build a political theory that makes the scaling-up of agroecological experiences possible, turning them
into the foundation of a new and alternative food regime. The book proposes theoretical, practical and epistemological foundations of a new
theoretical and practical field of work for agroecologists: Political Agroecology. It establishes a framework for a common agroecological strategy,
covering the different levels of collective action and the different instruments with which it can be developed. This will be essential reading for
agroecologists, environmentalists, farming and food communities, and an ideal textbook for advanced agroecology courses in universities. Key
features: Offers a unique state of the art on this fundamental new topic: Political Agroecology Presents a complete introduction to the political
and institutional aspects of Agroecology, covering the whole food system Offers an important tool for searching agrarian sustainability Provides a
broad epistemological, theoretical and methodological focus, exploring the connection between the different levels and scales involved in
agroecological theory and practice
Winner, 2018 ASFS (Association for the Study of Food and Society) Book Award, Edited Volume This collection of new essays offers
groundbreaking perspectives on the ways that food and foodways serve as an element of decolonization in Mexican-origin communities. The
writers here take us from multigenerational acequia farmers, who trace their ancestry to Indigenous families in place well before the Oñate
Entrada of 1598, to tomorrow’s transborder travelers who will be negotiating entry into the United States. Throughout, we witness the shifting
mosaic of Mexican-origin foods and foodways in the fields, gardens, and kitchen tables from Chiapas to Alaska. Global food systems are also
considered from a critical agroecological perspective, including the ways colonialism affects native biocultural diversity, ecosystem resilience, and
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equality across species, human groups, and generations. Mexican-Origin Foods, Foodways, and Social Movements is a major contribution to the
understanding of the ways that Mexican-origin peoples have resisted and transformed food systems. It will animate scholarship on global food
studies for years to come.
This text reflects the immense current growth in interest in agroecology and changing approaches to it. While it is acknowledged that the science
of ecology should be the basis of agroecological planning, many analysts have out-of-date ideas about contemporary ecology. Ecology has come a
long way since the old days of "the balance of nature" and other romantic notions of how ecological systems function. In this context, the new
science of complexity has become extremely important in the modern science of ecology. The problem is that it tends to be too mathematical and
technical and thus off-putting for the average student of agroecology, especially those new to the subject. Therefore this book seeks to present
ideas about ecological complexity with a minimum of formal mathematics. The book’s organization consists of an introductory chapter, and a
second chapter providing some of the background to basic ecological topics as they are relevant to agroecosystrems (e.g., soil biology and pest
control). The core of the book consists of seven chapters on key intersecting themes of ecological complexity, including issues such as spatial
patterns, network theory and tipping points, illustrated by examples from agroecology and agricultural systems from around the world.
Linking Agriculture, Conservation and Food Sovereignty
Political Agroecology
Popularizing Scholarly Research
Ecological Solidarity and the Kurdish Freedom Movement
Poverty, Corporate Charity and the Right to Food
Decolonial Perspectives
Nature's Matrix

This book uses food as a lens through which to explore important matters of society and
culture. In exploring why and how people eat around the globe, the text focuses on issues of
health, conflict, struggle, contest, inequality, and power.
This book is about the invisible or subtle nature of food and farming, and also about the
nature of existence. Everything that we know (and do not know) about the physical world has a
subtle counterpart which has been scarcely considered in modernist farming practice and
research. If you think this book isn’t for you, if it appears more important to attend to the
pressing physical challenges the world is facing before having the luxury of turning to such
subtleties, then think again. For it could be precisely this worldview – the one prioritises
the physical-material dimension of reality - that helped get us into this situation in the
first place. Perhaps we need a different worldview to get us out? This book makes a
foundational contribution to the discipline of Subtle Agroecologies, a nexus of indigenous
epistemologies, multidisciplinary advances in wave-based and ethereal studies, and the science
of sustainable agriculture. Not a farming system in itself, Subtle Agroecologies superimposes a
non-material dimension upon existing, materially-based agroecological farming systems. Bringing
together 43 authors from 12 countries and five continents, from the natural and social sciences
as well as the arts and humanities, this multi-contributed book introduces the discipline,
explaining its relevance and potential contribution to the field of Agroecology. Research into
Subtle Agroecologies may be described as the systematic study of the nature of the invisible
world as it relates to the practice of agriculture, and to do this through adapting and
innovating with research methods, in particular with those of a more embodied nature, with the
overall purpose of bringing and maintaining balance and harmony. Such research is an openminded inquiry, its grounding being the lived experiences of humans working on, and with, the
land over several thousand years to the present. By reclaiming and reinterpreting the perennial
relationship between humans and nature, the implications would revolutionise agriculture,
heralding a new wave of more sustainable farming techniques, changing our whole relationship
with nature to one of real collaboration rather than control, and ultimately transforming
ourselves.
Ecological Solidarity and the Kurdish Freedom Movement: Thought, Practice, Challenges, and
Opportunities examines Kurdish ecological politics and its modeling of communalism and
environmental justice, which offer important insights into democratic renewal and women’s
liberation for the West.
In recent decades, the governance of the environment in agri-food systems has emerged as a
crucial challenge. A multiplicity of actors have been enrolled in this process, with the
private sector and civil society progressively becoming key components in a global context
often described as neoliberalization. Agri-environmental governance (AEG) thus gathers a highly
complex assemblage of actors and instruments, with multiple interrelations. This book addresses
this complexity, challenging traditional modes of research and explanation in social science
and agri-food studies. To do so, it draws on multiple theoretical and methodological insights,
applied to case studies from Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas. It elaborates an emergent
approach to AEG practices as assemblages, looking at the coming-together of multiple actors
with diverse trajectories and objectives. The book lays the foundations for an encompassing
theoretical framework that transcends pre-existing categories, as well as promoting innovative
methodologies, which integrate the role of social actors - including scientists - in the
construction of new assemblages. The chapters define, first, the multiplicities and agencies
inherent to AEG assemblages. A second set tackles the question of the politics in AEG
assemblages, where political hierarchies interweave with economic power and the search for more
democratic and participative approaches. Finally, these insights are developed in the form of
assemblage practice and methodology. The book challenges social scientists to confront the
shortcomings of existing approaches and consider alternative answers to questions about
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environmental governance of agri-food systems.
Contesting Extinctions
Indigenous Knowledges and the Sustainable Development Agenda
Towards Food Sovereignty
Advancing the Transition to Sustainable Food Systems
Food Sovereignty, Agroecology and Biocultural Diversity
Food and Nutrition Security in Southern African Cities
Transformations Towards More Just and Sustainable Food Systems

Food and Cooking Skills Education (FCSE) is a complex mix of policy and practicality,
educational theory and pedagogy, classroom and government policy. This book shows how
FCSE has been at the centre of a tussle between education and policy for decades. It
reviews how FCSE has grappled with various significant issues of concern that threaten to
marginalise it and pose problems for educational practicalities, as expectations are
increased, but resources are squeezed. It assesses the debate about the significance and
importance of acquiring practical food and cooking skills in a society where the purchase
of ready-made food has become commonplace, and public knowledge of where our food comes
from is noticeably lacking. This has contributed to the escalating incidence of dietrelated diseases and the attendant cost to society, and threatened environmental
sustainability. In turn, governments have reacted by proposals to make practical cooking
skills a statutory National Curriculum subject as part of the armoury for tackling such
costs. Based on detailed research conducted across England and Wales, as well as
comparisons with thirty-five other countries or states, the author makes recommendations
for policy to manage this challenge facing contemporary society.
Contestations over knowledge – and who controls its production – are a key focus of
social movements and other actors that promote food sovereignty, agroecology and
biocultural diversity. This book critically examines the kinds of knowledge and ways of
knowing needed for food sovereignty, agroecology and biocultural diversity. ‘Food
sovereignty’ is understood here as a transformative process that seeks to recreate the
democratic realm and regenerate a diversity of autonomous food systems based on
agroecology, biocultural diversity, equity, social justice and ecological sustainability.
It is shown that alternatives to the current model of development require radically
different knowledges and epistemologies from those on offer today in mainstream
institutions (including universities, policy think tanks and donor organizations). To
achieve food sovereignty, agroecology and biocultural diversity, there is a need to reimagine and construct knowledge for diversity, decentralisation, dynamic adaptation and
democracy. The authors critically explore the changes in organizations, research
paradigms and professional practice that could help transform and co-create knowledge for
a new modernity based on plural definitions of wellbeing. Particular attention is given
to institutional, pedagogical and methodological innovations that can enhance cognitive
justice by giving hitherto excluded citizens more power and agency in the construction of
knowledge. The book thus contributes to the democratization of knowledge and power in the
domain of food, environment and society.
This book examines the global campaign to end hunger and malnutrition. Focus is placed on
the work of the United Nations which has led international efforts to improve food
security in the world’s poorest countries. The book first reviews the long-term project
to establish access to safe, sufficient, and nutritious food as a universally recognized
human right. This is followed by separate chapters that examine the nature and central
causes of food insecurity in Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. These
chapters also review the contemporary work of three United Nations agencies – the World
Food Programme, Food and Agriculture Organization, and International Fund for
Agricultural Development – in providing both food aid and food assistance to each region
of the developing world. This includes the provision of emergency food aid in response to
natural disaster and civil conflict, as well as longer-term food assistance to promote
agricultural productivity, advance rural development, and preserve natural environments.
The concluding chapter considers ways to strengthen food aid and assistance in the years
to come, with many of the recommendations advanced reflecting lessons learned from the
actual experience of food aid and assistance described in this book.
In the world’s most affluent and food secure societies, why is it now publicly acceptable
to feed donated surplus food, dependent on corporate food waste, to millions of hungry
people? While recognizing the moral imperative to feed hungry people, this book
challenges the effectiveness, sustainability and moral legitimacy of globally entrenched
corporate food banking as the primary response to rich world food poverty. It
investigates the prevalence and causes of domestic hunger and food waste in OECD member
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states, the origins and thirty-year rise of US style charitable food banking, and its
institutionalization and corporatization. It unmasks the hidden functions of
transnational corporate food banking which construct domestic hunger as a matter for
charity thereby allowing indifferent and austerity-minded governments to ignore
increasing poverty and food insecurity and their moral, legal and political obligations,
under international law, to realize the right to food. The book’s unifying theme is
understanding the food bank nation as a powerful metaphor for the deep hole at the centre
of neoliberalism, illustrating: the de-politicization of hunger; the abandonment of
social rights; the stigma of begging and loss of human dignity; broken social safety
nets; the dysfunctional food system; the shift from income security to charitable food
relief; and public policy neglect. It exposes the hazards of corporate food philanthropy
and the moral vacuum within negligent governments and their lack of public
accountability. The advocacy of civil society with a right to food bite is urgently
needed to gather political will and advance ‘joined-up’ policies and courses of action to
ensure food security for all.
Drones and Geographical Information Technologies in Agroecology and Organic Farming
Risk and Food Safety in China and Japan
Why teach people how to cook?
Constructing and Contesting Knowledge
Proceedings of the Regional Consultation on Engaging with Academia and Research
Institutions (ARIs) to Support Family Farmers and Food System Transformation During and
Post COVID-19 Pandemic in Asia
Food and World Culture: Issues, Impacts, and Ingredients [2 volumes]
Farming With the Hidden Half of Nature
Short food supply chains (SFSCs) rely primarily on local production and processing practices for the
provision of food and are, in principle, more sustainable in social, economic and environmental terms
than supply chains where production and consumption are widely separated. This book reviews and
assesses recent initiatives on this topic from an interdisciplinary perspective. In theoretical terms it
draws on and advances two key concepts, namely, place (particularly embeddedness in local economic
networks and communities) and governance (particularly in addressing sustainability concerns in an
inclusive and socially just manner). Empirically, the book examines a diverse set of SFSCs such as smallscale entrepreneurship, farmers’ markets, community supported agriculture and grassroots and
solidarity networks. The main examples discussed are from Europe and North America, but the issues
are applicable in a global context. The book is of interest to advanced students, researchers and
professionals in food studies, sociology, geography, planning, politics and environmental studies.
This open access book develops a framework for advancing agroecology transformations focusing on
power, politics and governance. It explores the potential of agroecology as a sustainable and socially just
alternative to today’s dominant food regime. Agroecology is an ecological approach to farming that
addresses climate change and biodiversity loss while contributing to the Sustainable Development Goals.
Agroecology transformations represent a challenge to the power of corporations in controlling food
system and a rejection of the industrial food systems that are at the root of many social and ecological
ills. In this book the authors analyse the conditions that enable and disable agroecology’s potential and
present six ‘domains of transformation’ where it comes into conflict with the dominant food system. They
argue that food sovereignty, community-self organization and a shift to bottom-up governance are
critical for the transformation to a socially just and ecologically viable food system. This book will be a
valuable resource to researchers, students, policy makers and professionals across multidisciplinary
areas including in the fields of food politics, international development, sustainability and resilience.
This handbook presents a must-read, comprehensive and state of the art overview of sustainable diets,
an issue critical to the environment and the health and well-being of society. Sustainable diets seek to
minimise and mitigate the significant negative impact food production has on the environment.
Simultaneously they aim to address worrying health trends in food consumption through the promotion
of healthy diets that reduce premature disability, disease and death. Within the Routledge Handbook of
Sustainable Diets, creative, compassionate, critical, and collaborative solutions are called for across
nations, across disciplines and sectors. In order to address these wide-ranging issues the volume is split
into sections dealing with environmental strategies, health and well-being, education and public
engagement, social policies and food environments, transformations and food movements, economics
and trade, design and measurement mechanisms and food sovereignty. Comprising of contributions from
up and coming and established academics, the handbook provides a global, multi-disciplinary
assessment of sustainable diets, drawing on case studies from regions across the world. The handbook
concludes with a call to action, which provides readers with a comprehensive map of strategies that
could dramatically increase sustainability and help to reverse global warming, diet related noncommunicable diseases, and oppression and racism. This decisive collection is essential reading for
students, researchers, practitioners, and policymakers concerned with promoting sustainable diets and
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thus establishing a sustainable food system to ensure access to healthy and nutritious food for all.
This timely Handbook synthesizes and analyzes key issues and concerns relating to the impact of
agriculture on both farmers and non-farmers. With a unique focus on humans rather than animals or the
environment, the book is interdisciplinary and international in scope, with contributions from
sociologists, economists, anthropologists and geographers providing case studies and examples from all
six populated continents.
Reclaiming Food Security
Food and Cooking Skills Education
The Systematic Reconfiguration of Power Relations
Ecological Complexity and Agroecology
Food Security Policy, Evaluation and Impact Assessment
Food Sovereignty in International Context
Climate Change Adaptation and Social Resilience in the Sundarbans
This thought-provoking but accessible book critically examines the dominant food regime on its own
terms, by seriously asking whether we can afford cheap food and by exploring what exactly cheap food
affords us. Detailing the numerous ways that our understanding of food has narrowed, such as its price
per ounce, combination of nutrients, yield per acre, or calories, the book argues for a more contextual
view of food when debating its affordability. The first edition, published in 2011, was widely praised
for its innovative approach and readability. In this new edition the author brings all data and
citations fully up to date. Increased coverage is given to many topics including climate change,
aquaculture, financialization, BRICS countries, food-based social movements, gender and ethnic issues,
critical public health and land succession. There is also greater discussion about successful cases of
social change throughout all chapters, by including new text boxes that emphasize these more positive
messages. The author shows why today's global food system produces just the opposite of what it
promises. The food produced under this regime is in fact exceedingly expensive. Many of these costs will
be paid for in other ways or by future generations and cheap food today may mean expensive food
tomorrow. By systematically assessing these costs the book delves into issues related, but not limited,
to international development, national security, healthcare, industrial meat production, organic
farming, corporate responsibility, government subsidies, food aid and global commodity markets. It is
shown that exploding the myth of cheap food requires we have at our disposal a host of practices and
policies.
Landscapes are frequently seen as fragments of natural habitat surrounded by a 'sea' of agriculture. But
recent ecological theory shows that the nature of these fragments is not nearly as important for
conservation as is the nature of the matrix of agriculture that surrounds them. Local extinctions from
conservation fragments are inevitable and must be balanced by migrations if massive extinction is to be
avoided. High migration rates only occur in what the authors refer to as 'high quality' matrices, which
are created by alternative agroecological techniques, as opposed to the industrial monocultural model of
agriculture. The authors argue that the only way to promote such high quality matrices is to work with
rural social movements. Their ideas are at odds with the major trends of some of the large conservation
organizations that emphasize targeted land purchases of protected areas. They argue that recent advances
in ecological research make such a general approach anachronistic and call, rather, for solidarity with
the small farmers around the world who are currently struggling to attain food sovereignty.Nature's
Matrix proposes a radically new approach to the conservation of biodiversity based on recent advances in
the science of ecology plus political realities, particularly in the world's tropical regions.
First published in 1985. This book examines wide variety of ways in which environmental deterioration,
in particular soil erosion, can be viewed and the implicit political judgements that often inform them.
Using the context of developing countries, where the effects tend to be more acute due to
underdevelopment and climatic factors, this work aims to examine this source of uncertainty and make
explicit the underlying assumptions in the debate about soil erosion. It also rejects the notion that
soil erosion is a politically neutral issue and argues that conservation requires fundamental social
change. This title will be of interest to students of environmental and developmental studies.
This book is a collection of essays that explore commonalities and contrasts between strategy in armed
conflict and strategy in public health. The first part uses the asymptotic limit theorems of information
and control theories to study strategy as an exchange of messages between adversaries, in the context of
underlying power relations. The ‘messages’ to be exchanged are constructed from an ‘alphabet’ of tactics
available to each contender, in a large sense. The second part of the book explores four case histories
from this perspective, ranging across agribusiness-generated pandemics, through tuberculosis and
COVID-19. The final chapter attempts a strategic synthesis applicable more specifically to public health
than to the remarkably – and disturbingly -- close parallel of armed conflict. Taking a unique approach
to public health tactics and strategy this volume will be of interest to social epidemiologists, public
health economists, public policy scientists, as well as public health researchers and practitioners.
Localizing Global Food
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