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Does It Matter Essays On Mans Relation To Materiality
By calling attention to the iconic dimension of books, James Watts argues that we can better understand
how physical books mediate social value and power within and between religious communities, nations,
academic disciplines, and societies both ancient and modern.
"This collection of essays brings together some of the finest pieces Hitchens published over the last
two decades for the first time in one book, addressing with characteristic wit and erudition the
subjects he is best known for, including: the case against God, faith and religious observance; the case
for intervention in Iraq; indictments of towering political figures like Bill and Hillary Clinton, Tony
Blair, and Henry Kissinger; and celebrations of the writers and thinkers whose work meant most to him"-From acclaimed author Ursula K. Le Guin, a collection of thoughts--always adroit, often acerbic--on
aging, belief, the state of literature, and the state of the nation
“[Smith’s] slim collection of essays captures this peculiar moment with startling clarity. . . . The
personal and political intermingle for a powerful indictment of America’s social systems.” —TIME, The
100 Must-Read Books of 2020 “While quarantined amid the Covid-19 pandemic, Smith penned six dazzling,
trenchant essays burrowing deep into our contemporary culture of disease and upheaval and reflecting on
what was ‘once necessary’ that now ‘appears inessential . . .’” —O, The Oprah Magazine, Best Books of
2020 “Smith does more than illuminate what we're going through right now. She offers a model of how to
think ourselves through a fraught historical moment without getting hysterical or sanctimonious, without
losing our compassion or our appreciation for what's good in other people. She teaches us how to be
better at being human.” —John Powers, Fresh Air Deeply personal and powerfully moving, a short and
timely series of reflective essays by one of the most clear-sighted and essential writers of our time.
Written during the early months of lockdown, Intimations explores ideas and questions prompted by an
unprecedented situation. What does it mean to submit to a new reality--or to resist it? How do we
compare relative sufferings? What is the relationship between time and work? In our isolation, what do
other people mean to us? How do we think about them? What is the ratio of contempt to compassion in a
crisis? When an unfamiliar world arrives, what does it reveal about the world that came before it?
Suffused with a profound intimacy and tenderness in response to these extraordinary times, Intimations
is a slim, suggestive volume with a wide scope, in which Zadie Smith clears a generous space for
thought, open enough for each reader to reflect on what has happened--and what should come next. The
author will donate her royalties from the sale of Intimations to charity.
Does anything really matter?
A Memoir in Essays
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Essays on the Axiological Consequences of Theism
Peace through the truth: or, Essays on subjects connected with dr. Pusey's Eirenicon
and Other Essays on Zen and Spiritual Experience
101 Essays
The Axiology of Theism
From the luminary and prophetic Alan Watts, an invitation to embrace pleasure, play, and connection in
our ever-evolving world “If you were God,” asked Alan Watts, “what kind of universe would you create? A
perfect one free of suffering and drama? Or one filled with surprise and delight?” From the 1950s to the
1970s, Eastern spiritual philosophies sparked in the West profound new ways of perceiving ourselves, the
mysteries of reality, and the unfolding destiny of humanity. And through his live gatherings and radio
talks, Alan Watts was at the forefront—igniting astonishing insights into who we are and where we're
heading. Based on a legendary series of seminars, Just So illuminates three fascinating domains: money
versus real wealth, the spirituality of a deeper materialism, and how technology and spirituality are
both guiding us to ever greater interconnection in the universe that we find ourselves in. Along the
way, readers will explore many other themes, at turns humorous, prescient, and more relevant today than
ever. What unfolds is a liberating view of humanity that arises from possibility and the
unpredictable—perfect and “just so,” not in spite of its messy imperfections, but because of them. Book
highlights: 1. Going With - Theology and the Laws of Nature - Thinking Makes It So - Everything Is
Context - Going With - What We Mean by Intelligence - Ecological Awareness - Of Gods and Puppets 2.
Civilizing Technology - The Problem of Abstractions - We Need a New Analogy - Working with the Field of
Forces - Trust - Synergy and the One World Town - Privacy, Artificiality, and the Self - Groups and
Crowds 3. Money and Materialism - The Material Is the Spiritual - Money and the Good Life - True
Materialism - Wiggles, Seriousness, and the Fear of Pleasure - The Failure of Money and Technology - The
Problem of Guilt 4. In Praise of Swinging - Rigidity and Identity - Now Is Where the World Begins - Are
We Going to Make It? - Polarization and Contrast - No Escape 5. What Is So of Itself - Spontaneity and
the Unborn Mind - Relaxation, Religion, and Rituals - Saving the World
“I’ve gained deeper understanding listening to Rupert Spira than I have from any other exponent of
modern spirituality. Reality is sending us a message we desperately need to hear, and at this moment no
messenger surpasses Spira and the transformative words in his essays.” —Deepak Chopra, author of You Are
the Universe, Spiritual Solutions, and Super Brain Our world culture is founded on the assumption that
the Big Bang gave rise to matter, which in time evolved into the world, into which the body was born,
inside which a brain appeared, out of which consciousness at some late stage developed. As a result of
this “matter model,” most of us believe that consciousness is a property of the body. We feel that it is
“I,” this body, that knows or is aware of the world. We believe and feel that the knowing with which we
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are aware of our experience is located in and shares the limits and destiny of the body. This is the
fundamental presumption of mind and matter that underpins almost all our thoughts and feelings and is
expressed in our activities and relationships. The Nature of Consciousness suggests that the matter
model has outlived its function and is now destroying the very values it once sought to promote. For
many people, the debate as to the ultimate reality of the universe is an academic one, far removed from
the concerns and demands of everyday life. After all, life happens independently of our models of it.
However, The Nature of Consciousness will clearly show that the materialist paradigm is a philosophy of
despair and, as such, the root cause of unhappiness in individuals. It is a philosophy of conflict and,
as such, the root cause of hostilities between families, communities, and nations. Far from being
abstract and philosophical, its implications touch each one of us directly and intimately. An
exploration of the nature of consciousness has the power to reveal the peace and happiness that truly
lie at the heart of experience. Our experience never ceases to change, but the knowing element in all
experience—consciousness, or what we call “I”—itself never changes. The knowing with which all
experience is known is always the same knowing. Being the common, unchanging element in all experience,
consciousness does not share the qualities of any particular experience: it is not qualified,
conditioned, or limited by experience. The knowing with which a feeling of loneliness or sorrow is known
is the same knowing with which the thought of a friend, the sight of a sunset, or the taste of ice cream
is known. Just as a screen is never disturbed by the action in a movie, so consciousness is never
disturbed by experience; thus it is inherently peaceful. The peace that is inherent in us—indeed that is
us—is not dependent on the situations or conditions we find ourselves in. In a series of essays that
draw you, through your own direct experience, into an exploration of the nature of this knowing element
that each of us calls “I,” The Nature of Consciousness posits that consciousness is the fundamental
reality of the apparent duality of mind and matter. It shows that the overlooking or ignoring of this
reality is the root cause of the existential unhappiness that pervades and motivates most people’s
lives, as well as the wider conflicts that exist between communities and nations. Conversely, the book
suggests that the recognition of the fundamental reality of consciousness is the first step in the quest
for lasting happiness and the foundation for world peace.
Provocative essays on real-world ethical questions from the world's most influential philosopher Peter
Singer is often described as the world's most influential philosopher. He is also one of its most
controversial. The author of important books such as Animal Liberation, Practical Ethics, Rethinking
Life and Death, and The Life You Can Save, he helped launch the animal rights and effective altruism
movements and contributed to the development of bioethics. Now, in Ethics in the Real World, Singer
shows that he is also a master at dissecting important current events in a few hundred words. In this
book of brief essays, he applies his controversial ways of thinking to issues like climate change,
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extreme poverty, animals, abortion, euthanasia, human genetic selection, sports doping, the sale of
kidneys, the ethics of high-priced art, and ways of increasing happiness. Singer asks whether
chimpanzees are people, smoking should be outlawed, or consensual sex between adult siblings should be
decriminalized, and he reiterates his case against the idea that all human life is sacred, applying his
arguments to some recent cases in the news. In addition, he explores, in an easily accessible form, some
of the deepest philosophical questions, such as whether anything really matters and what is the value of
the pale blue dot that is our planet. The collection also includes some more personal reflections, like
Singer’s thoughts on one of his favorite activities, surfing, and an unusual suggestion for starting a
family conversation over a holiday feast. Now with a new afterword by the author, this provocative and
original book will challenge—and possibly change—your beliefs about many real-world ethical questions.
Personal essays exploring identity, work, family, and community through the prism of race and black
culture.
Talks and Essays on the Writer, the Reader, and the Imagination
The Wave in the Mind
When Einstein Walked with Gödel
Or, How to Save Your Soul in America; Essays
Make It Scream, Make It Burn
The Matter of Images
What Are We Doing Here?

A collection of thirteen seminal essays on ethics, free will, and the philosophy of mind, first published in 1988.
Richard Reeves introduces this collection of short essays with a challenge: “I defy you to find a richer set of writings on the
philosophical, empirical, and practical issues raised by a focus on character, and in particular its relationship to questions of
opportunity.” The evidence? The works of sixteen thoughtful skeptics of and enthusiasts for the public endeavor of character
cultivation. The authors in this collection provide differing political perspectives to give at least equal weight to the moral dimensions
of character as well as strong demands to honor individual free will and individual development. This collection includes essays that
draw attention to the gendered nature of character formation; stress the importance of culture and social norms; and explain the
impact of chronic stress in the early years. Still others argue that the construction of a policy agenda for the cultivation of character
poses a stark challenge to the partisan culture of contemporary politics, but may also alleviate it by reinvigoratingcommunity life. As
Reeves writes, don’t take his word for it. Read the essays and see for yourself.
A #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER One of the most salient features of our culture is that there is so much bullshit. Everyone
knows this. Each of us contributes his share. But we tend to take the situation for granted. Most people are rather confident of their
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ability to recognize bullshit and to avoid being taken in by it. So the phenomenon has not aroused much deliberate concern. We have
no clear understanding of what bullshit is, why there is so much of it, or what functions it serves. And we lack a conscientiously
developed appreciation of what it means to us. In other words, as Harry Frankfurt writes, "we have no theory." Frankfurt, one of the
world's most influential moral philosophers, attempts to build such a theory here. With his characteristic combination of philosophical
acuity, psychological insight, and wry humor, Frankfurt proceeds by exploring how bullshit and the related concept of humbug are
distinct from lying. He argues that bullshitters misrepresent themselves to their audience not as liars do, that is, by deliberately
making false claims about what is true. In fact, bullshit need not be untrue at all. Rather, bullshitters seek to convey a certain
impression of themselves without being concerned about whether anything at all is true. They quietly change the rules governing their
end of the conversation so that claims about truth and falsity are irrelevant. Frankfurt concludes that although bullshit can take many
innocent forms, excessive indulgence in it can eventually undermine the practitioner's capacity to tell the truth in a way that lying
does not. Liars at least acknowledge that it matters what is true. By virtue of this, Frankfurt writes, bullshit is a greater enemy of the
truth than lies are.
One of NPR's Best Books of the Year A DEBUT COLLECTION OF FIERCE, FUNNY ESSAYS ABOUT GROWING UP THE
DAUGHTER OF INDIAN IMMIGRANTS IN WESTERN CULTURE, ADDRESSING SEXISM, STEREOTYPES, AND THE
UNIVERSAL MISERIES OF LIFE In One Day We’ll All Be Dead and None of This Will Matter, Scaachi Koul deploys her razorsharp humor to share all the fears, outrages, and mortifying moments of her life. She learned from an early age what made her
miserable, and for Scaachi anything can be cause for despair. Whether it’s a shopping trip gone awry; enduring awkward
conversations with her bikini waxer; overcoming her fear of flying while vacationing halfway around the world; dealing with Internet
trolls, or navigating the fears and anxieties of her parents. Alongside these personal stories are pointed observations about life as a
woman of color: where every aspect of her appearance is open for critique, derision, or outright scorn; where strict gender rules bind
in both Western and Indian cultures, leaving little room for a woman not solely focused on marriage and children to have a career
(and a life) for herself. With a sharp eye and biting wit, incomparable rising star and cultural observer Scaachi Koul offers a hilarious,
scathing, and honest look at modern life.
Excursions to the Edge of Thought
Thinking about what Matters
Here for It
Essays on Representations
How to Read Like a Writer
Philosophical Essays
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Essays

Gerald Segal’s last published paper ‘Does China Matter?’ made a considerable splash, and had he
lived, it is certain that he would have followed it up with a book. This new volume honours his
memory and takes forward his project, bringing together ten leading writers on China to reassess
his argument. This book opens with an detailed assessment of Dr Segal’s contribution, and a
reprint of the article. The rest of the chapters address the question of ‘does China matter?’ by
focusing separately on both the global and Asian dimensions of China’s presence, and on the
military, political, economic and cultural aspects of its capabilities and activities. They
provide an extension and critique of Segal’s work in the context of an authoritative up-to-date
and forward looking evaluation of China’s prospects. Segal’s question remains central to world
politics. This essential book sets out a detailed case for exactly how, why and to whom China
matters.
Theism is the view that God exists; naturalism is the view that there are no supernatural
beings, processes, mechanisms, or forces. This Element explores whether things are better,
worse, or neither on theism relative to naturalism. It introduces readers to the central
philosophical issues that bear on this question, and it distinguishes a wide range of ways it
can be answered. It critically examines four views, three of which hold (in various ways) that
things are better on theism than on naturalism, and one of which holds just the opposite.
From Jim Holt, the New York Times bestselling author of Why Does the World Exist?, comes an
entertaining and accessible guide to the most profound scientific and mathematical ideas of
recent centuries in When Einstein Walked with Gödel: Excursions to the Edge of Thought. Does
time exist? What is infinity? Why do mirrors reverse left and right but not up and down? In this
scintillating collection, Holt explores the human mind, the cosmos, and the thinkers who’ve
tried to encompass the latter with the former. With his trademark clarity and humor, Holt probes
the mysteries of quantum mechanics, the quest for the foundations of mathematics, and the nature
of logic and truth. Along the way, he offers intimate biographical sketches of celebrated and
neglected thinkers, from the physicist Emmy Noether to the computing pioneer Alan Turing and the
discoverer of fractals, Benoit Mandelbrot. Holt offers a painless and playful introduction to
many of our most beautiful but least understood ideas, from Einsteinian relativity to string
theory, and also invites us to consider why the greatest logician of the twentieth century
believed the U.S. Constitution contained a terrible contradiction—and whether the universe truly
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has a future.
Now published in a revised second edition, The Matter of Images searches through the resonances
of the term ‘representation’, analysing images in terms of why they matter, what they are made
of, and the material realities they refer to. Richard Dyer’s analyses consider representations
of ‘out’ groups and traditionally dominant groups alike, and encompass the eclectic texts of
contemporary culture, from queers to straights, political correctness, representations of Empire
and films including Gilda, Papillon and The Night of the Living Dead. Essays new to the second
edition discuss Lillian Gish as the ultimate white movie star, the representation of whiteness
in the South in Birth of a Nation, and society’s fascination with serial killers. The Matter of
Images is distinctive in its commitment to writing politically about contemporary culture, while
insisting on the importance of understanding the formal qualities and complexity of the images
it investigates.
Essays on Opportunity and the American Dream
Does Anything Really Matter?
Does God Matter?
Intimations
A Reassessment: Essays in Memory of Gerald Segal
Meaning Matters: Essays By David Chan
Essays on the Social Function of Iconic Texts
Six revolutionary essays from "the perfect guide for a course correction in life, away from materialism and its empty promise" (Deepak
Chopra), exploring the relationship between spiritual experience and ordinary life—and the need for them to coexist within each of us.
With essays on “cosmic consciousness” (including Alan Watts’ account of his own ventures into this inward realm); the paradoxes of selfconsciousness; LSD and consciousness; and the false opposition of spirit and matter, This Is It and Other Essays on Zen and Spiritual
Experience is a truly mind-opening collection.
“[A] landmark book . . . Solnit illustrates how the uprisings that begin on the streets can upend the status quo and topple authoritarian
regimes” (Vice). A book as powerful and influential as Rebecca Solnit’s Men Explain Things to Me, her Hope in the Dark was written to
counter the despair of activists at a moment when they were focused on their losses and had turned their back to the victories behind
them—and the unimaginable changes soon to come. In it, she makes a radical case for hope as a commitment to act in a world whose
future remains uncertain and unknowable. Drawing on her decades of activism and a wide reading of environmental, cultural, and
political history, Solnit argues that radicals have a long, neglected history of transformative victories, that the positive consequences of
our acts are not always immediately seen, directly knowable, or even measurable, and that pessimism and despair rest on an
unwarranted confidence about what is going to happen next. Now, with a moving new introduction explaining how the book came about
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and a new afterword that helps teach us how to hope and act in our unnerving world, she brings a new illumination to the darkness of
our times in an unforgettable new edition of this classic book. “One of the best books of the 21st century.” —The Guardian “No writer
has better understood the mix of fear and possibility, peril and exuberance that’s marked this new millennium.” —Bill McKibben, New
York Times–bestselling author of Falter “An elegant reminder that activist victories are easily forgotten, and that they often come in
extremely unexpected, roundabout ways.” —The New Yorker
This book is the third collection of essays by behavioural scientist Professor David Chan, most of which first appeared in The Straits
Times. Endorsed by fifty leaders from different sectors, this book provides a powerful springboard for self-reflections, sense-making,
internal and public discussions, and individual and collective actions. A common theme that runs through these essays may be
described as 'Meaning Matters' which refers to the content and subject matter of the critical issues experienced by people and what it
means to them. It is also about why the way that people think, feel and act as they make sense and meaning of their experiences should
matter to individual well-being and societal progress in Singapore. This book goes beyond examining what critical issues mean or
matter to people, policy making and nation building, and why they do, to focus on translating the 'what it means' and 'why it means' to
'how it means' and 'when it means'.
Does It Matter?Essays on Man's Relation to MaterialityNew World Library
Just So
Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities
Money, Materialism, and the Ineffable, Intelligent Universe
How and Why Books Matter
Essays on Man's Relation to Materiality
Does it Still Matter?
What Doesn't Kill You Makes You Blacker
A Finalist for the NAACP Image Award A Finalist for the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award for Nonfiction A Finalist
for the Thurber Prize for American Humor Longlisted for the PEN/Diamonstein-Spielvogel Award for the Art of
the Essay An NPR Best Book of the Year A Washington Independent Review of Books Favorite of the Year
From the host of podcast "Stuck with Damon Young," cofounder of VerySmartBrothas.com, and one of the
most read writers on race and culture at work today, a provocative and humorous memoir-in-essays that
explores the ever-shifting definitions of what it means to be Black (and male) in America For Damon Young,
existing while Black is an extreme sport. The act of possessing black skin while searching for space to
breathe in America is enough to induce a ceaseless state of angst where questions such as “How should I
react here, as a professional black person?” and “Will this white person’s potato salad kill me?” are forever
relevant. What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You Blacker chronicles Young’s efforts to survive while battling and
making sense of the various neuroses his country has given him. It’s a condition that’s sometimes stretched
to absurd limits, provoking the angst that made him question if he was any good at the “being straight”
thing, as if his sexual orientation was something he could practice and get better at, like a crossover dribble
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move or knitting; creating the farce where, as a teen, he wished for a white person to call him a racial slur
just so he could fight him and have a great story about it; and generating the surreality of watching
gentrification transform his Pittsburgh neighborhood from predominantly Black to “Portlandia . . . but with
Pierogies.” And, at its most devastating, it provides him reason to believe that his mother would be alive
today if she were white. From one of our most respected cultural observers, What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You
Blacker is a hilarious and honest debut that is both a celebration of the idiosyncrasies and distinctions of
Blackness and a critique of white supremacy and how we define masculinity.
If you could fit our culture of convenience into a petri dish, what would it look like?Movement Matters is a
series of essays in which biomechanist Katy Bowman continues to explain the mechanics of a sedentary
culture and the deep complexity of the phenomenon we call movement. By exposing convenience as a way of
outsourcing movements, Katy's groundbreaking work in the relationship between movement and nature
expands to models that have evolved from thinking of the body as a single structure to considering it to be a
cluster of a trillion bodies, and how those trillion bodies are being loaded by our habitat and how we move to
interact with it.From movement nutrients to forest school to the problems with investigating parts, our
culturally conditioned preference to be sedentary is explored from many angles.Thought-provoking, inspiring,
and always entertaining, Movement Matters is a collection of essays conducting a deep exploration of
movement and its role in science, community, work, and social responsibility. Deftly deconstructing
sedentary assumptions that underlie much of our research into human health, Bowman works to reclaim our
space in and responsibility to nature and ourselves.With essays on foraging, the nearsightedness epidemic,
and the limitations of a parts approach to health, Bowman's gaze is sweeping and incisive, always with the
underlying message that moving is powerful and important, and perhaps the most joyful, freeing, and
efficient form of activism there is.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "My Body offers a lucid examination of the mirrors in which its author
has seen herself, and her indoctrination into the cult of beauty as defined by powerful men. In its more
transcendent passages . . . the author steps beyond the reach of any 'Pygmalion' and becomes a more
dangerous kind of beautiful. She becomes a kind of god in her own right: an artist." —Melissa Febos, The New
York Times Book Review A "MOST ANTICIPATED" AND "BEST OF FALL 2021" BOOK FOR * VOGUE * TIME *
ESQUIRE * PEOPLE * USA TODAY * CHICAGO TRIBUNE * LOS ANGELES TIMES * SHONDALAND * ALMA *
THRILLEST * NYLON * FORTUNE A deeply honest investigation of what it means to be a woman and a
commodity from Emily Ratajkowski, the archetypal, multi-hyphenate celebrity of our time Emily Ratajkowski
is an acclaimed model and actress, an engaged political progressive, a formidable entrepreneur, a global
social media phenomenon, and now, a writer. Rocketing to world fame at age twenty-one, Ratajkowski
sparked both praise and furor with the provocative display of her body as an unapologetic statement of
feminist empowerment. The subsequent evolution in her thinking about our culture’s commodification of
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women is the subject of this book. My Body is a profoundly personal exploration of feminism, sexuality, and
power, of men's treatment of women and women's rationalizations for accepting that treatment. These
essays chronicle moments from Ratajkowski’s life while investigating the culture’s fetishization of girls and
female beauty, its obsession with and contempt for women’s sexuality, the perverse dynamics of the fashion
and film industries, and the gray area between consent and abuse. Nuanced, fierce, and incisive, My Body
marks the debut of a writer brimming with courage and intelligence.
Does God Matter? features eleven original essays written by prominent philosophers of religion that address
this very important, yet surprisingly neglected, question. One natural way to approach this question is to
seek to understand what difference God’s existence would—or does—make to the value of the world and the
well-being of its inhabitants. The first essay sets the stage for the discussion of this topic. The three essays in
Section I defend versions of pro-theism: the view that God’s existence would -- or does -- make things better
than they would otherwise be. The four essays in Section II defend anti-theism: the view that God’s existence
would, or does, make things worse than they would otherwise be. The three essays in Section III consider the
interplay between the existential and axiological debates concerning the existence of God. This book
presents important research on a growing topic in philosophy of religion that will also be of keen interest to
scholars working in other areas of philosophy (such as metaphysics, epistemology, and value theory), and in
other disciplines (such as religious studies and analytic theology).
Ethics in the Real World
Alan Watts - In the Academy
Movement Matters
This Is It
Does It Matter?
No Time to Spare

New essays on theological, political, and contemporary themes, by the Pulitzer Prize
winner Marilynne Robinson has plumbed the human spirit in her renowned novels, including
Lila, winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award, and Gilead, winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award. In this new essay collection
she trains her incisive mind on our modern political climate and the mysteries of faith.
Whether she is investigating how the work of great thinkers about America like Emerson
and Tocqueville inform our political consciousness or discussing the way that beauty
informs and disciplines daily life, Robinson’s peerless prose and boundless humanity are
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on full display. What Are We Doing Here? is a call for Americans to continue the
tradition of those great thinkers and to remake American political and cultural life as
“deeply impressed by obligation [and as] a great theater of heroic generosity, which,
despite all, is sometimes palpable still.”
From the "astounding" (Entertainment Weekly), "spectacularly evocative" (The Atlantic),
and "brilliant" (Los Angeles Times) author of the New York Times bestsellers The
Recovering and The Empathy Exams comes a return to the essay form in this expansive book.
With the virtuosic synthesis of memoir, criticism, and journalism for which Leslie
Jamison has been so widely acclaimed, the fourteen essays in Make It Scream, Make It Burn
explore the oceanic depths of longing and the reverberations of obsession. Among
Jamison's subjects are 52 Blue, deemed "the loneliest whale in the world"; the eerie pastlife memories of children; the devoted citizens of an online world called Second Life;
the haunted landscape of the Sri Lankan Civil War; and an entire museum dedicated to the
relics of broken relationships. Jamison follows these examinations to more personal
reckonings -- with elusive men and ruptured romances, with marriage and maternity -- in
essays about eloping in Las Vegas, becoming a stepmother, and giving birth. Often
compared to Joan Didion and Susan Sontag, and widely considered one of the defining
voices of her generation, Jamison interrogates her own life with the same nuance and
rigor she brings to her subjects. The result is a provocative reminder of the joy and
sustenance that can be found in the unlikeliest of circumstances. Finalist for the
PEN/Diamonstein-Spielvogel Award for the Art of the Essay One of the fall's most
anticipated books: Time, Entertainment Weekly, O, Oprah Magazine, Boston Globe, Newsweek,
Esquire, Seattle Times, Baltimore Sun, BuzzFeed, BookPage, The Millions, Marie Claire,
Good Housekeeping, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Lit Hub, Women's Day, AV Club, Nylon,
Bustle, Goop, Goodreads, Book Riot, Yahoo! Lifestyle, Pacific Standard, The Week, and
Romper.
When you Read Like a Writer (RLW) you work to identify some of the choices the author
made so that you can better understand how such choices might arise in your own writing.
The idea is to carefully examine the things you read, looking at the writerly techniques
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in the text in order to decide if you might want to adopt similar (or the same)
techniques in your writing. You are reading to learn about writing. Instead of reading
for content or to better understand the ideas in the writing (which you will
automatically do to some degree anyway), you are trying to understand how the piece of
writing was put together by the author and what you can learn about writing by reading a
particular text. As you read in this way, you think about how the choices the author made
and the techniques that he/she used are influencing your own responses as a reader. What
is it about the way this text is written that makes you feel and respond the way you do?
Explores language and mysticism, Buddhism and Zen, Christianity, comparative religion,
psychedelics, and psychology and psychotherapy. To commemorate the 2015 centenary of the
birth of Alan Watts (19151973), Peter J. Columbus and Donadrian L. Rice have assembled a
much-needed collection of Wattss scholarly essays and lectures. Compiled from
professional journals, monographs, scholarly books, conferences, and symposia
proceedings, the volume sheds valuable light on the developmental arc of Wattss thinking
about language and mysticism, Buddhism and Zen, Christianity, comparative religion,
psychedelics, and psychology and psychotherapy. This definitive collection challenges
Wattss reputation as a popularizer or philosophical entertainer, revealing his
concerns to be much more expansive and transdisciplinary than is suggested by the
parochial Zen Buddhist label commonly affixed to his writings. The editors
authoritative introduction elucidates contemporary perspectives on Wattss life and work,
and supports a bold rethinking of his contributions to psychology, philosophy, and
religion. This excellent volume is important in establishing Watts as perhaps the most
important Western thinker and writer on Eastern religions and philosophy, as well as
comparative religions, of the twentieth century.  John W. Traphagan, author of
Rethinking Autonomy: A Critique of Principlism in Biomedical Ethics
The Importance of What We Care About
Six Essays
Does it Matter? Essays on Man's Relation to Materiality [by] Alan Watts
The Nature of Consciousness
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On Bullshit
Does China Matter?
Hope in the Dark
Join Ursula K. Le Guin as she explores a broad array of subjects, ranging from Tolstoy, Twain, and
Tolkien to women's shoes, beauty, and family life. With her customary wit, intelligence, and literary
craftsmanship, she offers a diverse and highly engaging set of readings. The Wave in the Mind
includes some of Le Guin's finest literary criticism, rare autobiographical writings, performance art
pieces, and, most centrally, her reflections on the arts of writing and reading.
In her second compilation of published writing, Brianna Wiest explores pursuing purpose over
passion, embracing negative thinking, seeing the wisdom in daily routine, and becoming aware of the
cognitive biases that are creating the way you see your life. This book contains never before seen
pieces as well as some of Brianna's most popular essays, all of which just might leave you thinking:
this idea changed my life.
National Book Critics Circle Award Winner National Bestseller Lambda Literary Award Finalist
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY TIME * NPR * The Washington Post * Kirkus
Reviews * Washington Independent Review of Books * The Millions * Electric Literature * Ms
Magazine * Entropy Magazine * Largehearted Boy * Passerbuys “Irreverent and original.” –New York
Times “Magisterial.” –The New Yorker “An intoxicating writer.” –The Atlantic “A classic!” –Mary Karr
“A true light in the dark.” –Stephanie Danler “An essential, heartbreaking project.” –Carmen Maria
Machado A gripping set of stories about the forces that shape girls and the adults they become. A wise
and brilliant guide to transforming the self and our society. In her powerful new book, critically
acclaimed author Melissa Febos examines the narratives women are told about what it means to be
female and what it takes to free oneself from them. When her body began to change at eleven years
old, Febos understood immediately that her meaning to other people had changed with it. By her
teens, she defined herself based on these perceptions and by the romantic relationships she threw
herself into headlong. Over time, Febos increasingly questioned the stories she'd been told about
herself and the habits and defenses she'd developed over years of trying to meet others' expectations.
The values she and so many other women had learned in girlhood did not prioritize their personal
safety, happiness, or freedom, and she set out to reframe those values and beliefs. Blending
investigative reporting, memoir, and scholarship, Febos charts how she and others like her have
reimagined relationships and made room for the anger, grief, power, and pleasure women have long
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been taught to deny. Written with Febos' characteristic precision, lyricism, and insight, Girlhood is a
philosophical treatise, an anthem for women, and a searing study of the transitions into and away
from girlhood, toward a chosen self.
Does It Matter? presents Alan Watts’ thoughts on the problem of humankind’s relationship to its
environment. Here he argues that contemporary people confuse symbols with reality, preferring
money to wealth and “eating the menu instead of the dinner.” Focusing on numbers, concepts, and
technology, he says, makes us increasingly unconscious of nature and of our total dependence on air,
water, plants, animals, insects, and bacteria. We have hallucinated the notion that the "external"
world is a cluster of "objects" separate from ourselves, that we "encounter" it rather than come out of
it. Consequently, he claims, humanity is fouling its own nest and is in imminent danger of selfobliteration. In one of his most provocative books, a philosopher known for his writings and teachings
about mysticism and Eastern philosophy confronts the nitty-gritty problems of economics, technology,
clothing, cooking, housing, and the rest of the world around us. First published in 1971, the book is
especially timely today.
essays on Parfit on objectivity
Essays on the Unity of Mind and Matter
My Body
Does Character Matter?
One Day We'll All Be Dead and None of This Will Matter
Can Poetry Matter?
How to Make a Slave and Other Essays

In the first two volumes of On What Matters Derek Parfit argues that there are objective
moral truths, and other normative truths about what we have reasons to believe, and to
want, and to do. He thus challenges a view of the role of reason in action that can be
traced back to David Hume, and is widely assumed to be correct, not only by philosophers
but also by economists. In defending his view, Parfit argues that if there are no
objective normative truths, nihilism follows, and nothing matters. He criticizes, often
forcefully, many leading contemporary philosophers working on the nature of ethics,
including Simon Blackburn, Stephen Darwall, Allen Gibbard, Frank Jackson, Peter Railton,
Mark Schroeder, Michael Smith, and Sharon Street. Does Anything Really Matter? gives
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these philosophers an opportunity to respond to Parfit's criticisms, and includes essays
on Parfit's views by Richard Chappell, Andrew Huddleston, Katarzyna de Lazari-Radek and
Peter Singer, Bruce Russell, and Larry Temkin. A third volume of On What Matters, in
which Parfit engages with his critics and breaks new ground in finding significant
agreement between his own views and theirs, is appearing as a separate companion volume.
Can Poetry Matter? is an important book, and anyone who professes to care about the state
of American poetry will have to take it into account. --World Literature Today.
"R. Eric Thomas didn't know he was different until the world told him so. Everywhere he
went--whether it was his rich, mostly white, suburban high school, his conservative black
church, or his Ivy League college in a big city--he found himself on the outside looking
in. In essays by turns hysterical and heartfelt, Eric redefines what it means to be an
'other' through the lens of his own life experience"--Publisher marketing.
And Yet...
Essays on Poetry and American Culture
Philosophical Essays on Various Subjects ... With some remarks on Mr. Locke's Essay on
Human Understanding ... The fifth edition, corrected
Philosophical essays on various subjects ... With some remarks on Mr. Locke's Essay on
the human understanding ... The sixth edition, corrected
82 Brief Essays on Things That Matter
Girlhood
Essays in Honor of the Conservative Resurgence
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