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Class And Contemporary British
Culture
Second edition of this guide for students studying
contemporary British writing - written by one of the key
academics in the field of modern fiction studies.
With much recent work in Victorian studies focused on
gender and class differences, the homogenizing features of
19th-century culture have received relatively little attention.
In Making a Social Body, Mary Poovey examines one of the
conditions that made the development of a mass culture in
Victorian Britain possible: the representation of the
population as an aggregate—a social body. Drawing on both
literature and social reform texts, she analyzes the
organization of knowledge during this period and explores its
role in the emergence of the idea of the social body. Poovey
illuminates the ways literary genres, such as the novel, and
innovations in social thought, such as statistical thinking and
anatomical realism, helped separate social concerns from the
political and economic domains. She then discusses the
influence of the social body concept on Victorian ideas about
the role of the state, examining writings by James Phillips
Kay, Thomas Chalmers, and Edwin Chadwick on regulating
the poor. Analyzing the conflict between Kay's idea of the
social body and Babbage's image of the social machine, she
considers the implications of both models for the place of
Victorian women. Poovey's provocative readings of Disraeli's
Coningsby, Gaskell's Mary Barton, and Dickens's Our Mutual
Friend show that the novel as a genre exposed the role gender
played in contemporary discussions of poverty and wealth.
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Making a Social Body argues that gender, race, and class
should be considered in the context of broader concerns such
as how social authority is distributed, how institutions
formalize knowledge, and how truth is defined.
Contemporary Issues in the Worldwide Anglican Communion
offers unique perspectives on an organisation undergoing
significant and rapid change with important religious and
wider sociological consequences. The book explores what the
academic research community, Anglican clergy and laypeople
are suggesting are critical issues facing the Anglican
communion as power and authority relations shift, including:
gender roles, changing families, challenges of an aging
population, demands and opportunities generated by young
people, mobility and mutations of worship communities;
contested conformities to policies surrounding sexual
orientation, impact of social class and income differences,
variable patterns of congregational growth and decline, and
global power and growth shifts from north to south.
A Concise Companion to Contemporary British Fiction offers
an authoritative overview of contemporary British fiction in
its social, political, and economic contexts. Focuses on the
fiction that has emerged since the late 1970s, roughly since
the start of the Thatcher era. Comprises original essays from
major scholars. Topics range from the rise and fall of the
postcolonial novel to controversies over the celebrity author.
The emphasis is on the whole fiction scene, from bookstores
and prizes to the changing economics of film adaptation.
Enables students to read contemporary works of British
fiction with a much clearer sense of where they fit within
British cultural life.
People and Politicians, Principles and Practice
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Formations of Class & Gender
Class in Britain
Class, Politics, and the Decline of Deference in England,
1968-2000
A Companion to Contemporary Britain 1939 - 2000
Britain's Post-War 'Golden Age' Revisited
During an election speech in 1957 the Prime Minister,
Harold Macmillan, famously remarked that 'most of
our people have never had it so good'. Although taken
out of context, this phrase soon came to epitomize
the sense of increased affluence and social progress
that was prevalent in Britain during the 1950s and
1960s. Yet, despite the recognition that Britain had
moved away from an era of rationing and scarcity, to
a new age of choice and plenty, there was
simultaneously a parallel feeling that the nation was
in decline and being economically outstripped by its
international competitors. Whilst the study of Britain's
postwar history is a well-trodden path, and the
paradox of absolute growth versus relative decline
much debated, it is here approached in a fresh and
rewarding way. Rather than highlighting economic
and industrial 'decline', this volume emphasizes the
tremendous impact of rising affluence and
consumerism on British society. It explores various
expressions of affluence: new consumer goods;
shifting social and cultural values; changes in popular
expectations of policy; shifting popular political
behaviour; changing attitudes of politicians towards
the electorate; and the representation of affluence in
popular culture and advertising. By focusing on the
widespread cultural consequences of increasing levels
of consumerism, emphasizing growth over decline
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and recognizing the rising standards of living enjoyed
by most Britons, a new and intriguing window is
opened on the complexities of this 'golden age'.
Contrasting growing consumer expectations and
demands against the anxieties of politicians and
economists, this book offers all students of the period
a new perspective from which to view post-imperial
Britain and to question many conventional historical
assumptions.
A searing account of life in the underclass and why it
persists as it does, written by a British psychiatrist.
A Companion to Contemporary Britain covers the key
themesand debates of 20th-century history from the
outbreak of the SecondWorld War to the end of the
century. Assesses the impact of the Second World
War Looks at Britain’s role in the wider world,
including thelegacy of Empire, Britain’s
‘specialrelationship’ with the United States, and
integration withcontinental Europe Explores cultural
issues, such as class consciousness,immigration and
race relations, changing gender roles, and theimpact
of the mass media Covers domestic politics and the
economy Introduces the varied perspectives
dominating historicalwriting on this period Identifies
the key issues which are likely to fuel futuredebate
Choice Recommended Title, February 2010 Culture,
Class, Distinction is major contribution to international
debates regarding the role of cultural capital in
relation to modern forms of inequality. Drawing on a
national study of the organisation of cultural practices
in contemporary Britain, the authors review
Bourdieu’s classic study of the relationships between
culture and class in the light of subsequent debates.
In doing so they re-appraise the relationships
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between class, gender and ethnicity, music, film,
television, literary, and arts consumption, the
organisation of sporting and culinary practices, and
practices of bodily and self maintenance. As the most
comprehensive account to date of the varied
interpretations of cultural capital that have been
developed in the wake of Bourdieu’s work, Culture,
Class, Distinction offers the first systematic
assessment of the relationships between cultural
practice and the social divisions of class, gender and
ethnicity in contemporary Britain. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the relationships
between culture and society.
Property Bureaucracy & Culture
Political Culture in Contemporary Britain
Representations of Working-Class Masculinities in PostWar British Culture
Stress in Post-War Britain
A Novel (Booker Prize Winner)
A Concise Companion to Contemporary British Fiction
How did social, cultural and political events in Britain during the
1970s shape Contemporary British Fiction? Exploring the impact of
events like the Cold War, miners' strikes and Winter of Discontent,
this volume charts the transition of British fiction from post-war to
contemporary. Chapters outline the decade's diversity of writing,
showing how the literature of Ian McEwan and Ian Sinclair
interacted with the experimental work of B.S. Johnson. Close
contextual readings of Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish and English
novels map the steady break-up of Britain. Tying the popularity of
Angela Carter and Fay Weldon to the growth of the Women's
Liberation Movement and calling attention to a new interest in
documentary modes of autobiographical writing, this volume also
examines the rising resonance of the marginal voices: the world of
1970s British Feminist fiction and postcolonial and diasporic
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writers. Against a backdrop of social tensions, this major critical
reassessment of the 1970s defines, explores and better understands
the criticism and fiction of a decade marked by the sense of
endings.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE JAMES TAIT BLACK PRIZE | THE
JHALAK PRIZE | THE BREAD AND ROSES AWARD &
LONGLISTED FOR THE ORWELL PRIZE FOR POLITICAL
WRITING 'This is the book I've been waiting for - for years. It's
personal,historical,political, and it speaks to where we are now'
Benjamin Zephaniah 'I recommend Natives to everyone' Candice
Carty-Williams From the first time he was stopped and searched as
a child,to the day he realised his mum was white,to his first
encounters with racist teachers - race and class have shaped Akala's
life and outlook. In this unique book he takes his own experiences
and widens them out to look at the social, historical and political
factors that have left us where we are today. Covering everything
from the police,education and identity to politics,sexual
objectification and the far right, Nativesspeaks directly to British
denial and squeamishness when it comes to confronting issues of
race and class that are at the heart of the legacy of Britain's
racialised empire. Natives is the searing modern polemic and
Sunday Times bestseller from the BAFTA and MOBO awardwinning musician and political commentator, Akala. 'The kind of
disruptive,aggressive intellect that a new generation is closely
watching' Afua Hirsch, Observer 'Part biography,part polemic,this
powerful,wide-ranging study picks apart the British myth of
meritocracy' David Olusoga, Guardian 'Inspiring' Madani Younis,
Guardian 'Lucid,wide-ranging' John Kerrigan, TLS 'A potent
combination of autobiography and political history which holds up
a mirror to contemporary Britain' Independent 'Trenchant and
highly persuasive' Metro 'A history lesson of the kind you should
get in school but don't' Stylist
This trenchant book argues that the cultural attempt to erase class
during the period from Margaret Thatcher to Tony Blair has only
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generated its return as a troubling subterranean element in British
literature and theory. Driscoll critiques the way postmodern theory
idealizes contemporary British literature as a space of fluid, flexible
decentered subjects, arguing that beneath this ideology are clear
evasions of class. Offering critical readings of canonized middleclass authors from Martin Amis to Graham Swift, Driscoll makes
the compelling argument that the contemporary British novel,
assisted by "class blind? postmodern literary theory consistently
works to control the problem of class.
The Tyranny of Relativism is an impassioned attempt by one of
England's most distinguished critics to capture the feel of British
culture at the end of the twentieth century: its moods, attitudes, and
institutions. Richard Hoggart presents a double argument,
suggesting first that cultural dilemmas stem from a long slide
towards moral relativism, as consumerism rather than authority
increasingly determines the texture of life; and secondly, that
despite its claims to the contrary, British Conservative governments
have exploited these changes to their own ends.
Britain
Reality TV
Becoming Respectable
Class and Contemporary British Culture
Making a Social Body
The Left Behind
This collection is a wide-ranging exploration
of contemporary British television drama and
its representations of social class. Through
early studio-set plays, soap operas and
period drama, the volume demonstrates how
class provides a bridge across multiple
genres and traditions of television drama.
The authors trace this thematic emphasis into
the present day, offering fascinating new
insights into the national conversation
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around class and identity in Britain today.
The chapters engage with a range of topics
including authorial explorations of Stephen
Poliakoff and Jimmy McGovern, case studies of
television performers Maxine Peake and Jimmy
Nail, and discussions of the sitcom genre and
animation form. This book offers new
perspectives on popular British television
shows such as Goodnight Sweetheart and
Footballers’ Wives, and analysis of more
recent series such as Peaky Blinders and This
is England.
British culture is strewn with names that
strike a chord the world over such as
Shakespeare, Churchill, Dickens, Pinter,
Lennon and McCartney. This book examines the
people, history and movements that have
shaped Britain as it now is, providing key
information in easily digested chunks.
An influential sociologist revives
materialist explanations of class, while
accommodating the best of rival cultural
theory. Following the collapse of the Soviet
Union, analysis of class and other basic
structures of capitalism was sidelined by
theorists who argued that social and economic
life is reducible to culture—that our choices
reflect interpretations of the world around
us rather than the limitations imposed by
basic material facts. Today, capitalism is
back on the agenda, as gross inequalities in
wealth and power have pushed scholars to
reopen materialist lines of inquiry. But it
would be a mistake to pretend that the
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cultural turn never happened. Vivek Chibber
instead engages cultural theory seriously,
proposing a fusion of materialism and the
most useful insights of its rival. Chibber
shows that it is possible to accommodate the
main arguments from the cultural turn within
a robust materialist framework: one can agree
that the making of meaning plays an important
role in social agency, while still
recognizing the fundamental power of class
structure and class formation. Chibber
vindicates classical materialism by
demonstrating that it in fact accounts for
phenomena cultural theorists thought it was
powerless to explain. But he also shows that
aspects of class are indeed centrally
affected by cultural factors. The Class
Matrix does not seek to displace culture from
the analysis of modern capitalism. Rather, in
prose of exemplary clarity, Chibber gives
culture its due alongside what Marx called
“the dull compulsion of economic relations.”
In the years following World War II the
health and well-being of the nation was of
primary concern to the British government.
The essays in this collection examine the
relationship between health and stress in
post-war Britain through a series of
carefully connected case studies.
The 1970s: A Decade of Contemporary British
Fiction
Social Theory after the Cultural Turn
The Cambridge Companion to Modern British
Culture
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Realism and Revelation
Multiculturalism in Contemporary Britain
The Tyranny of Relativism
First published in 1992. Routledge is an
imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
In this book McKibbin investigates the ways
in which class culture characterised English
society and intruded every aspect of life,
during the period 1918-1951. He also shows
the increasing effects of Americanisation on
this culture.
A fresh take on social class from the experts
behind the BBC's 'Great British Class
Survey'. Why does social class matter more
than ever in Britain today? How has the
meaning of class changed? What does this mean
for social mobility and inequality? In this
book Mike Savage and the team of sociologists
responsible for the Great British Class
Survey look beyond the labels to explore how
and why our society is changing and what this
means for the people who find themselves in
the margins as well as in the centre. Their
new conceptualization of class is based on
the distribution of three kinds of capital economic (inequalities in income and wealth),
social (the different kinds of people we
know) and cultural (the ways in which our
leisure and cultural preferences are
exclusive) - and provides incontrovertible
evidence that class is as powerful and
relevant today as it's ever been.
This work presents a picture of what the
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British people and politicians really think
about the fundamentals of politics. Based on
new survey data, it presents a wide-ranging
analysis of British attitudes to civil,
political, and social rights.
There Ain't No Black in the Union Jack
An Affluent Society?
The Contemporary British Novel
Life at the Bottom
Culture and Politics in Contemporary English
Society
Companion to Contemporary Black British
Culture
How did social, cultural and political events
in Britain during the 2000s shape
contemporary British fiction? The means of
publishing, buying and reading fiction
changed dramatically between 2000 and 2010.
This volume explores how the socio-political
and economic turns of the decade, bookended
by the beginning of a millennium and an
economic crisis, transformed the act of
writing and reading. Through consideration
of, among other things, the treatment of
neuroscience, violence, the historical and
youth subcultures in recent fiction, the
essays in this collection explore the complex
and still powerful relation between the novel
and the world in which it is written,
published and read. This major literary
assessment of the fiction of the 2000s covers
the work of newer voices such as Monica Ali,
Mark Haddon, Tom McCarthy, David Peace and
Zadie Smith as well as those more
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established, such as Salman Rushdie, Hilary
Mantel and Ian McEwan making it an essential
contribution to reading, defining and
understanding the decade.
"British Cultural Identities assesses the
degree to which being British impinges on the
identity of the many people who live in
Britain, analysing contemporary British
identity through the various and changing
ways in which people who live in the UK
position themselves and are positioned by
their culture today. This new edition is
fully updated to include discussion of key
events and societal shifts such as the 2015
British general election, the growing
emphasis on devolution, the 2012 Olympic
Games, the new generation of royals, UKIP and
the Euro crisis, the response to
fundamentalism and the proliferation of
social networking. Using examples from
contemporary and popular culture, chapters
cover a range of intersecting themes
including: place and environment, education,
work and leisure, gender, sex and the family,
youth culture and style, class and politics,
ethnicity and language, religion, heritage.
Accessible in style, illustrated with
photographs, tables and timelines and
containing discussion questions, cultural
examples and suggestions for further
resources at the end of each chapter, British
Cultural Identities is the perfect
introductory text for students of
contemporary British society"--Provided by
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publisher.
Since 1945 the United Kingdom has changed
from a polity that was overwhelmingly white,
ethnically British, and Christian to one
constituted by creeds, cultures, and
communities drawn from all over the globe.
The term ‘multiculturalism’ evokes these
demographic changes, the policies and laws
that arose as a result, and connected public
debates. Political and public support for
multiculturalism has been called into
question in the new millennium, with British
multiculturalism—and Britain itself—currently
in a state of flux. This volume examines the
policy, law, and political theory of
multiculturalism in the British context,
exploring how they inform each other. It
covers topics such as national identity,
immigration, integration, the welfare state,
gender, freedom of religion, and human
rights. It provides a deeper understanding of
contemporary British multiculturalism in its
various aspects, inexorably leading back to
fundamental questions regarding the structure
and purpose of the British polity. It also
explores the connections between
multiculturalism and current events,
including Brexit, renewed calls for Scottish
independence, and the broader rise of
populism in the West. This book was
originally published as a special issue of
Critical Review of International Social and
Political Philosophy, to which the editors
have added a new concluding chapter.
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NATIONAL BESTSELLER WINNER OF THE BOOKER
PRIZE “A must-read about modern Britain and
womanhood . . . An impressive, fierce novel
about the lives of black British families,
their struggles, pains, laughter, longings
and loves . . . Her style is passionate,
razor-sharp, brimming with energy and humor.
There is never a single moment of dullness in
this book and the pace does not allow you to
turn away from its momentum.” —Booker Prize
Judges Bernardine Evaristo is the winner of
the 2019 Booker Prize and the first black
woman to receive this highest literary honor
in the English language. Girl, Woman, Other
is a magnificent portrayal of the
intersections of identity and a moving and
hopeful story of an interconnected group of
Black British women that paints a vivid
portrait of the state of contemporary Britain
and looks back to the legacy of Britain’s
colonial history in Africa and the Caribbean.
The twelve central characters of this multivoiced novel lead vastly different lives:
Amma is a newly acclaimed playwright whose
work often explores her Black lesbian
identity; her old friend Shirley is a
teacher, jaded after decades of work in
London’s funding-deprived schools; Carole,
one of Shirley’s former students, is a
successful investment banker; Carole’s mother
Bummi works as a cleaner and worries about
her daughter’s lack of rootedness despite her
obvious achievements. From a nonbinary social
media influencer to a 93-year-old woman
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living on a farm in Northern England, these
unforgettable characters also intersect in
shared aspects of their identities, from age
to race to sexuality to class. Sparklingly
witty and filled with emotion, centering
voices we often see othered, and written in
an innovative fast-moving form that borrows
technique from poetry, Girl, Woman, Other is
a polyphonic and richly textured social novel
that shows a side of Britain we rarely see,
one that reminds us of all that connects us
to our neighbors, even in times when we are
encouraged to be split apart.
Encyclopedia of Contemporary British Culture
England 1918-1951
Be Fluent in British Life and Culture
Culture, Class, Distinction
British Cultural Identities
Powers and Pieties

"Through detailed case studies this book
breaks new ground by linking together two
major themes: the production of realism
and its relationship to revelation. It
addresses 'truth telling', confession and
the production of knowledges about the
self and its place in the
world".--BOOKJACKET.
David Cannadine's unique history examines
the British preoccupation with class and
the different ways the British have
thought about their own society. From the
eighteenth through the twentieth century,
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he traces the different ways British
society has been viewed, unveiling the
different purposes each model has served.
This is a social, intellectual and
political history and a powerful account
of how and why class has shaped British
identity.
This classic book is a powerful indictment
of contemporary attitudes to race. By
accusing British intellectuals and
politicians on both sides of the political
divide of refusing to take race seriously,
Paul Gilroy caused immediate uproar when
this book was first published in 1987. A
brilliant and explosive exploration of
racial discourses, There Ain’t No Black in
the Union Jack provided a powerful new
direction for race relations in Britain.
Still dynamite today and as relevant as
ever, this Routledge Classics edition
includes a new introduction by the author.
British culture today is the product of a
shifting combination of tradition and
experimentation, national identity and
regional and ethnic diversity. These
distinctive tensions are expressed in a
range of cultural arenas, such as art,
sport, journalism, fashion, education, and
race. This Companion addresses these and
other major aspects of British culture,
and offers a sophisticated understanding
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of what it means to study and think about
the diverse cultural landscapes of
contemporary Britain. Each contributor
looks at the language through which
culture is formed and expressed, the
political and institutional trends that
shape culture, and at the role of culture
in daily life. This interesting and
informative account of modern British
culture embraces controversy and debate,
and never loses sight of the fact that
Britain and Britishness must always be
understood in relation to the increasingly
international context of globalisation.
Chavs
The Demonization of the Working Class
Natives
Television Drama and Reflections of a
Nation in Change
A Guide Through the American Status System
Second Edition
In modern Britain, the working class has
become an object of fear and ridicule. From
Little Britain’s Vicky Pollard to the
demonization of Jade Goody, media and
politicians alike dismiss as feckless,
criminalized and ignorant a vast,
underprivileged swathe of society whose
members have become stereotyped by one, hatefilled word: chavs. In this acclaimed
investigation, Owen Jones explores how the
working class has gone from “salt of the
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earth” to “scum of the earth.” Exposing the
ignorance and prejudice at the heart of the
chav caricature, he portrays a far more
complex reality. The chav stereotype, he
argues, is used by governments as a
convenient figleaf to avoid genuine
engagement with social and economic problems
and to justify widening inequality. Based on
a wealth of original research, Chavs is a
damning indictment of the media and political
establishment and an illuminating, disturbing
portrait of inequality and class hatred in
modern Britain. This updated edition includes
a new chapter exploring the causes and
consequences of the UK riots in the summer of
2011.
The Companion to Contemporary Black British
Culture is the first comprehensive reference
book to provide multidisciplinary coverage of
the field of black cultural production in
Britain. The publication is of particular
value because despite attracting growing
academic interest in recent years, this field
is still often subject to critical and
institutional neglect. For the purpose of the
Companion, the term 'black' is used to
signify African, Caribbean and South Asian
ethnicities, while at the same time
addressing the debates concerning notions of
black Britishness and cultural identity. This
single volume Companion covers seven
intersecting areas of black British cultural
production since 1970: writing, music, visual
and plastic arts, performance works, film and
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cinema, fashion and design, and intellectual
life. With entries on distinguished
practitioners, key intellectuals, seminal
organizations and concepts, as well as
popular cultural forms and local activities,
the Companion is packed with information and
suggestions for further reading, as well as
offering a wide lens on the events and issues
that have shaped the cultural interactions
and productions of black Britain over the
last thirty years. With a range of specialist
advisors and contributors, this work promises
to be an invaluable sourcebook for students,
researchers and academics interested in
exploring the diverse, complex and exciting
field of black cultural forms in postcolonial
Britain.
This text explores the way we perceive risk
and integrate change into our lives insisting that these are the essential forces
driving policy development today.
How does culture articulate, frame, organise
and produce stories about social class and
class difference? What do these stories tell
us about contemporary models of success,
failure, struggle and aspiration? How have
class-based labels been revived or newlyminted to categorise the insiders and
outsiders of the new 'age of austerity'?
Drawing on examples from the 1980s to the
present day this book investigates the
changing landscape of class and reveals how
it has become populated by a host of classed
figures including Essex Man and Essex Girl,
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the 'squeezed middle', the 'sharp-elbowed
middle class', the 'feral underclass', the
'white working class', the 'undeserving
poor', 'selfish baby boomers' and others.
Overall, the book argues that social class,
although complicated and highly contested,
remains a valid and fruitful route into
understanding how contemporary British
culture articulates social distinction and
social difference and the significant costs
and investments at stake for all involved.
The Class Matrix
British Cultural Formation, 1830-1864
Contemporary Issues in the Worldwide Anglican
Communion
Policy, Law and Theory
The Worldview That Makes the Underclass
Girl, Woman, Other

This book describes the living-room
artifacts, clothing styles, and
intellectual proclivities of American
classes from top to bottom
In late twentieth-century England,
inequality was rocketing, yet some have
suggested that the politics of class was
declining in significance, while others
argue that class identities lost little
power. Neither interpretation is
satisfactory: class remained important to
'ordinary' people's narratives about
social change and their own identities
throughout the period 1968-2000, but in
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changing ways. Using self-narratives drawn
from a wide range of sources - the raw
materials of sociological studies,
transcripts from oral history projects,
Mass Observation, and autobiography - the
book examines class identities and
narratives of social change between 1968
and 2000, showing that by the end of the
period, class was often seen as an
historical identity, related to background
and heritage, and that many felt strict
class boundaries had blurred quite
profoundly since 1945. Class snobberies
'went underground', as many people from
all backgrounds began to assert that what
was important was authenticity,
individuality, and ordinariness. In fact,
Sutcliffe-Braithwaite argues that it is
more useful to understand the cultural
changes of these years through the lens of
the decline of deference, which
transformed people's attitudes towards
class, and towards politics. The study
also examines the claim that Thatcher and
New Labour wrote class out of politics,
arguing that this simple - and highly
political - narrative misses important
points. Thatcher was driven by political
ideology and necessity to try to dismiss
the importance of class, while the New
Labour project was good at listening to
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voters - particularly swing voters in
marginal seats - and echoing back what
they were increasingly saying about the
blurring of class lines and the importance
of ordinariness. But this did not add up
to an abandonment of a majoritarian
project, as New Labour reoriented their
political project to emphasize using the
state to empower the individual.
Boasting more than 970 alphabeticallyarranged entries, the Encyclopedia of
Contemporary British Culture surveys
British cultural practices and icons in
the latter half of the twentieth century.
It examines high and popular culture and
encompasses both institutional and
alternative aspects of British culture. It
provides insight into the whole spectrum
of British contemporary life. Topics
covered include: architecture, pubs, film,
internet and current takes on the
monarchy. Cross-referencing and a thematic
contents list enable readers to identify
related articles. The entries range from
short biographical synopses to longer
overview essays on key issues. This
Encyclopedia is essential reading for
anyone interested in British culture. It
also provides a cultural context for
students of English, Modern History and
Comparative European Studies.
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"This book presents an analysis of
representations of white, heterosexual,
working-class masculinities in British
culture between 1945 and 1989 to trace the
development of the sociocultural and
material conditions that shaped the
masculinities that are helping to shape
contemporary culture"-Social Class and Television Drama in
Contemporary Britain
Evading Class in Contemporary British
Literature
2000s, The: A Decade of Contemporary
British Fiction
The Politics of Risk Society
Classes and Cultures
Class
Explanations of how identities are constructed
are fundamental to contemporary debates in
feminism and in cultural and social theory.
Formations of Class & Gender demonstrates
why class should be featured more prominently
in theoretical accounts of gender, identity and
power. Beverley Skeggs identifies the neglect
of class, and shows how class and gender must
be fused together to produce an accurate
representation of power relations in modern
society. The book questions how theoretical
frameworks are generated for understanding
how women live and produce themselves
through social and cultural relations. It uses
detailed ethnographic research to explain how
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'real' women inhabit and occupy the social and
cultural positions of class, femininity and
sexuality. As a critical examination of cultural
representation - informed by recent feminist
theory and the work of Pierre Bourdieu - the
book is an articulate demonstration of how to
translate theory into practice.
This book explores how British culture is
negotiating heroes and heroisms in the twentyfirst century. It posits a nexus between the
heroic and the state of the nation and explores
this idea through British television drama.
Drawing on case studies including programmes
such as The Last Kingdom, Spooks, Luther and
Merlin, the book explores the aesthetic
strategies of heroisation in television drama
and contextualises the programmes within
British public discourses at the time of their
production, original broadcasting and first
reception. British television drama is a cultural
forum in which contemporary Britain’s
problems, wishes and cultural values are
revealed and debated. By revealing the
tensions in contemporary notions of heroes and
heroisms, television drama employs the heroic
as a lens through which to scrutinise
contemporary British society and its responses
to crisis and change. Looking back on the
development of heroic representations in
British television drama over the last twenty
years, this book’s analyses show how
heroisation in television drama reacts to, and
reveals shifts in, British structures of feeling in
a time marked by insecurity. The book is ideal
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for readers interested in British cultural
studies, studies of the heroic and popular
culture.
Race and Class in the Ruins of Empire
Heroes in Contemporary British Culture
Social Class in the 21st Century
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