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Cities are not only home to around half of the global population but are also at the forefront of the
transformation of jobs, skills and labour markets. Furthermore, cities play a leading role in the
COVID-19 response, as the pandemic is not only accelerating megatrends such as digitalisation and
automation that change the world of work, but is also challenging city economies.
Centralisation, Devolution and the Future of Local Government in EnglandRoutledge
Looking at the future of local government, this book examines the different changes, such as
community charge and other financial changes, housing reforms, education reforms services, local
democracy and other problems within the local government.
The election of the most left-wing Labour Party Leader since 1945, followed by the Party's third
consecutive general election defeat and the ongoing cultural divisions around Brexit present an ideal
opportunity for a thorough re-evaluation of the state of the Party within its broader ideological and
historical context. This second edition of this highly respected book analyses the current
developments and places them in their historical setting through a clear three-part framework of
Ideological Positions, Struggles and Commentaries. Thoroughly updated and featuring contributions
by leading academics and politicians, it continues to represent one of the most ground-breaking and
thorough analyses of Labour's political thought in a generation and will be of key interest to
scholars, students and observers of British Politics, British History, Party Politics, and the Labour
Party.
A History of Metropolitan Politics, 1900-2020
OECD Reviews on Local Job Creation Future-Proofing Adult Learning in London, United Kingdom
1945-2017
Living with Pandemics
Impact and Policy
Neoliberalisms in British Politics
Federalism and Regionalism in Australia
Over the past three decades, decentralization has been seen as the means for allowing local
governments to become more accountable, and for encouraging the deepening of democracy and the
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building of village communities. By drawing on original village-level case studies of six
villages in three different Indian states, this book presents a systematic analysis of the
impact of decentralization on the delivery of social services at the local level within India.
Supplementing national and state-level data and analyzing the different historical legacies in
each state, the book argues that decentralization is not simply a function of the structure of
the decentralization program or of the relationship between higher-tiered and local government.
Rather, the possibility of decentralization affecting social outcomes depends on several
interacting factors, including the distribution of power among local elites, the dynamics of
political competition, and the level of civil society mobilization. By examining
constitutionally-mandated political decentralization across India, this book identifies the
circumstances under which local government structures can lead to improved social services and
societal wellbeing, as well as presenting a substantial contribution to studies on South Asian
Politics and Local Government.
The Welsh Government has set an ambitious and innovative path for regional development and
public investment – one focused on generating growth and increasing productivity, while also
reducing territorial disparities and ensuring the well-being of citizens, now and in the future.
Yet, it faces significant challenges, accentuated by limited fiscal decentralisation and changes
to public investment financing post-Brexit.
This book explains the development of the Conservative Party’s immigration policy during the
seven decades since 1945, up to today. By bringing together existing theories from the fields of
political science and migration studies, this book offers a new model of party policy-making,
which could be modified and tested in other contexts. Grounded in rigorous scholarship, but of
interest to general readers as well as specialists and students, this book provides a thoughtful
and engaging account of the making of modern Britain. The book draws on 30 interviews with
figures who were at the heart of policy-making, from Kenneth Clarke and Douglas Hurd, to Damian
Green and Gavin Barwell, to reveal that the ‘national mood’ often has more impact on policymaking than the empirics of the situation. This book will be of key interest to scholars,
students and readers interested in British politics; immigration and migration studies;
Conservative Party politics; and, more broadly, public policy, political parties and European
and comparative politics.
The COVID-19 virus outbreak has rocked the world and it is widely accepted that there can be no
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return to the pre-pandemic society of 2019. However, many suggestions for the future of society
and the planet are aimed at national governments, international bodies and society in general.
Drawing on a decade of research by an internationally renowned expert, this book focuses on how
cities and communities can lead the way in developing recovery strategies that promote social,
economic and environmental justice. It offers new thinking tools for civic leaders and activists
as well as practical suggestions on how we can co-create a more inclusive post COVID-19 future
for us all.
The Struggle for Labour's Soul
Policing for London
Transformative Pathways Towards Sustainable Urban Development
Multi-level Governance in the UK, France and Germany
Politics UK
Financialising City Statecraft and Infrastructure
Social Policy, Political Economy and the Social Contract
Environmental Justice: Key Issues is the first textbook to offer a comprehensive and accessible
overview of environmental justice, one of the most dynamic fields in environmental politics
scholarship. The rapidly growing body of research in this area has brought about a
proliferation of approaches; as such, the breadth and depth of the field can sometimes be a
barrier for aspiring environmental justice students and scholars. This book therefore is unique
for its accessible style and innovative approach to exploring environmental justice. Written by
leading international experts from a variety of professional, geographic, ethnic, and
disciplinary backgrounds, its chapters combine authoritative commentary with real-life cases.
Organised into four parts—approaches, issues, actors and future directions—the chapters help
the reader to understand the foundations of the field, including the principal concepts,
debates, and historical milestones. This volume also features sections with learning outcomes,
follow-up questions, references for further reading and vivid photographs to make it a useful
teaching and learning tool. Environmental Justice: Key Issues is the ideal toolkit for junior
researchers, graduate students, upper-level undergraduates, and anyone in need of a
comprehensive introductory textbook on environmental justice.
This book presents the key interactions in local government and public enterprise, drawing
together the challenges for local governance in the practice of public entrepreneurship and its
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response to collaboration, place and place making. Specifically, this book includes the impact
of local partnerships and public entrepreneurs in local policy implementation. It is written by
established authors bringing together their experience and practice of local partnerships and
public entrepreneurship in place-based strategies, and will be of value to local government,
new forms of enterprise partnerships, wider agencies and public entrepreneurship scholars as
well as policymakers responsible for implementation of place-based regeneration. This text will
be of key interest to students, scholars and practitioners in public administration, business
administration, local government, entrepreneurship, public sector management and more broadly
to those with interests in public policy, business and management, political science,
economics, urban studies and geography.
The North East after Brexit arises from new research and activities at Northumbria University
to shape the future of public sector management in the region. Across a range of new themes and
governance, work is focused on how public sector agencies can work better together to shape the
Northern economy in the future.
This title presents the findings of the Policing for London project, an independent
investigation into policing in London in the wake of the death of Stephen Lawrence and the
subsequent MacPherson Report. The main aim of the project was to identify the factors the
police in London needed to consider in order to deliver an equitable and effective service to
the people of London in the 21st century. The book sets out the findings of this project in
terms of what Londoners wanted and needed for their policing, whether the Metropolitan Police
was aware of the public's expectations, whether they met these expectations, and to examine how
policing in London could be improved in the future. It also identifies a number of key policy
issues in the light of its findings - for example in relation to the centralisation or
devolution of decision making, specialisation of function, performance management, policing
philosophies and partnership, and the need to regain the confidence of ethnic minority groups.
In identifying the key issues facing policing in London this book provides a vital blueprint
for addressing the question of police reform in the country as a whole - at a time of intense
debate and concern about the future role of the police.
Comparative Federalism and Covid-19
Why London is Labour
Understanding Labour's Political Thought Since 1945
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The New Labour Constitution
New Approaches, New Institutions?
Essential Public Affairs for Journalists

This book provides a long-term perspective on the opinions of the British public on foreign and defence policy in the
post-war era. Thematically wide-ranging, it looks at the broader role of foreign and defence policy in British politics
and elections, public opinion towards Britain s key international relationships and alliances (the United States, NATO,
the EU and the Commonwealth), and public opinion towards the projection of soft power (overseas aid) and
hard power (defence spending, nuclear weapons and military intervention). Assessing the main areas of change
and continuity in the public s views, it also pays close attention to the dividing lines in wider society over foreign and
defence policy. Analysing an extensive range of surveys and opinion polls, the book situates the analysis in the wider
context of Britain s changing foreign policy role and priorities in the post-war era, as well as linking public opinion
with the politics of British external policy ‒ the post-war consensus on Britain s overseas role, historical and
contemporary areas of inter-party debate, and enduring intra-party divides. This text will be of key interest to scholars
and students of British politics, European politics, foreign policy analysis, public opinion, defence and security studies
and more broadly to comparative politics and international relations.
The Routledge Handbook of British Politics and Society conducts a rigorous, innovative and distinctive analysis of the
relationship between British politics and society, emphasizing that the UK is now far from a monolithic, and unshifting,
entity. Examining the subject matter with unrivalled breadth and depth, it highlights and interrogates key
contemporary debates on the future of the UK, the nature of 'Britishness', and the merits of multiculturalism, as well as
contemporary criticisms of traditional institutions and the nature of representative democracy itself. Including
contributions from key authors in their respective fields who bring their authority to bear on the task of outlining the
current state of the art in British Studies, the book provides a fresh examination of the contrasts and the continuities
across the whole field of British Politics and Society, while setting out agendas for future research. The Routledge
Handbook of British Politics and Society will be essential reading and an authoritative reference for scholars, students,
researchers and practitioners involved in, and actively concerned about, research on British politics, society and
culture.
Devolution was a major component of the Government's package of proposed constitutional reform for the United
Kingdom post 1997. Devolution has fundamentally transformed politics within the devolved territories, but it has also
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had a significant impact on the make-up and the constitution of the United Kingdom. Fundamental changes in the
way Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are governed have not been followed by major changes in the way England
is governed. Matters which are the responsibility of devolved Parliaments in the rest of the UK are, in England,
determined by the United Kingdom Government and Parliament. This report identifies several changes required to
improve the current infrastructure and the procedures and practices of governance in the UK after devolution, in order
to facilitate the effective and efficient functioning of the asymmetric system of devolution. Whitehall was not ready for
devolution. Departmental responsibility for overseeing the working of the UK's system of government has been
divided and unsettled, and the report recommends that a lead department responsible for devolution strategy be
identified. The second half of the report identifies two significant constitutional and political issues which have been
brought into sharp focus since the onset of devolution in 1999: first, the fact that England remains highly centralised
under the authority of the UK Government and Parliament, resulting in the "English Question", a phrase which
encapsulates a range of different questions in relation to the governance of England, and, secondly, the increasing
concern about the efficacy and application of the Barnett Formula as the means for the allocation of increases and
decreases in public funds.
A collection of papers written for the Centre for Australian Public Sector Management 1990 conference entitled
TControl of and Management of Budgetary Processes'. The book examines the broader aspects of budgetary control
and analyses recent developments in its monitoring.
Devolution and British Politics
The Future of Local Government
Devolution in the First Wave Candidate Countries
Preparing for EU Enlargement
a decade on, fifth report of session 2008-09, Vol. 1: Report, together with formal minutes
Centralisation, Devolution and the Future of Local Government in England
Social Policy Review 21
In this challenging and original study, Jonathan Wistow positions social policy within political economy and social contract debates.
Focusing on individual, intergenerational and societal outcomes related to health, place and social mobility in England, he draws on
empirical evidence to show how the social contract produces long-standing, highly patterned and inequitable consequences in these
areas. Globalisation and the political economy simultaneously contribute to the extent and nature of social problems and to social
policy's capacity to address them effectively. Applying social contract theory, this book shows that society needs to take ownership of
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the outcomes it produces and critically interrogates the individualism inherent within the political economy.
Financialising City Statecraft and Infrastructure addresses the struggles of national and local states to fund, finance and govern urban
infrastructure. It develops fresh thinking on financialisation and city statecraft to explain the socially and spatially uneven mixing of
managerial, entrepreneurial and financialised city governance in austerity and limited decentralisation across England. As urban
infrastructure fixes for the London global city-region risk undermining national ‘rebalancing’ efforts in the UK, city statecraft in
the rest of the country is having uneasily to combine speculation, risk-taking and prospective venturing with co-ordination, planning
and regulation.
First published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Providing an integrated and multi-level analysis of the impacts of COVID-19 on people, place, economies and policies, across the
globe, this timely book explores how the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic combines failure with success. It focuses on
exploring rapid adaptation and improvisation by individuals, organisations, and governments as they attempted to minimise and
mitigate the socio-economic and health impacts of the pandemic.
OECD Multi-level Governance Studies The Future of Regional Development and Public Investment in Wales, United Kingdom
Devolution
Public Enterprise and Local Place
Geography, globalisation and governance
Places, People and Policy
The Public Sector in Australasia
The Making of the Conservative Party’s Immigration Policy
In recent years, the United Kingdom has become a more and more divided society with inequality between the regions as
marked as it has ever been. In a landmark analysis of the current state of Britainʼs regional development, Philip McCann
utilises current statistics, examines historical trends and makes pertinent international comparisons to assess the state of
the nation. The UK Regional‒National Economic Problem brings attention to the highly centralised, top down governance
structure that the UK deploys, and demonstrates that it is less than ideally placed to rectify these inequalities. The ʻNorthSouthʼ divide in the UK has never been greater and the rising inequalities are evident in almost all aspects of the
economy including productivity, incomes, employment status and wealth. Whilst the traditional economic dominance of
London and its hinterland has continued along with relative resilience in the South West of England and Scotland, in
contrast the Midlands, the North of England, Northern Ireland and Wales lag behind by most measures of prosperity. This
inequality is greatly limiting national economic performance and the fact that Britain has a below average standard of
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living by European and OECD terms has been ignored. The UKʼs economic and governance inequality is unlikely to be
fundamentally rebalanced by the current governance and connectivity trends, although this definitive study suggests that
some areas of improvement are possible if they are well implemented. This pivotal analysis is essential reading for
postgraduate students in economics and urban studies as well as researchers and policy makers in local and central
government.
This comprehensive scholarly book on comparative federalism and the Covid-19 pandemic is written by some of the
worldʼs leading federal scholars and national experts. The Covid-19 pandemic presented an unprecedented emergency
for countries worldwide, including all those with a federal or hybrid-federal system of government, which account for more
than 40 per cent of the worldʼs population. With case studies from 19 federal countries, this book explores the core
elements of federalism that came to the fore in combatting the pandemic: the division of responsibilities (disaster
management, health care, social welfare, and education), the need for centralisation, and intergovernmental relations
and cooperation. As the pandemic struck federal countries at roughly the same time, it provided a unique opportunity for
comparative research on the question of how the various federal systems responded. The authors adopt a
multidisciplinary approach to question whether federalism has been a help or a hindrance in tackling the pandemic. The
value of the book lies in understanding how the Covid-19 pandemic affected federal dynamics and how it may have
changed them, as well as providing useful lessons for how to combat such pandemics in federal countries in the future.
This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of politics and international relations, comparative federalism,
health care, and disaster management.
Social Policy Review provides students, academics and all those interested in welfare issues with critical analyses of
progress and change in areas of major interest during the past year. This year the Review takes the opportunity of the
60th anniversary of the key legislation founding the welfare state in the UK to provide a comprehensive overview of policy
developments in the UK and internationally. The first part brings together a selection of papers which have been
commissioned to examine historical and contemporary developments in policy tackling Beveridge's five evils of want,
idleness, disease, squalor and ignorance, looking at how policy has changed since the aims and ideology of the inception
of the post-war welfare state. The second part looks at the issue of the current challenges facing children's welfare
services internationally: always a contemporary and contentious issue. The final part brings together a selection of
papers looking at the effect of policy development at various governance levels on social policy. The contributions bring
together an exciting mix of internationally renowned authors to provide comprehensive discussion of the some of the
most challenging issues facing social policy today.
Page 8/14

Online Library Centralisation Devolution And The Future Of Local Government In England Routledge Studies In
British Politics
Australia's federal system is in a state of flux and its relevance is being challenged. Dramatic shifts are occurring in the
ways in which power and responsibility are shared between governments. Pressure for reform is coming not just from
above, but from below, as the needs of local and regional communities - both rural and urban - occupy an increasingly
important place on the national stage. How will these competing pressures for centralisation and devolution in the
structures of federalism be reconciled? In this volume, experts and policy practitioners from diverse backgrounds
canvass this uncertain future to conclude that the future of state, regional and local institutions is not only a vital question
of federal governance, but must be addressed in a conscious and concerted way if Australian federalism is to evolve in
ways that are sufficiently legitimate, effective, efficient and adaptive.
Decentralization, Local Governance, and Social Wellbeing in India
Creating Self-Reliant Communities in a Global Age
Devolution Or Centralisation, Or Somewhere in Between? : the Context for Considering the Future Provision of Library
Services at the University of Waikato
The University of Waikato Library
Analysis and Debate in Social Policy, 2009
Is There a Future for Regional Government?
The Impact of COVID-19 on Devolution
The COVID-19 pandemic is the first time that many of the UK population, including its national politicians, have become
aware of the practical dimensions of devolution to its four nations through the delivery of support to those affected by
the virus. Part of the COVID Collection, this topical book explores how the public perception of the decentralized
governments has changed during the pandemic and uses case studies to discuss the actions taken by central
government to undermine the devolution settlement. Assessing the role of local government in supporting communities
despite cuts from central government, it makes a vital contribution to the debate on the future options for the UK within
the context of Brexit and what follows.
Taking a chronological approach, this book challenges established economistic and ideologistic narratives of
neoliberalism in Britain by charting the gradual diffusion of an increasingly interventionist neoliberal governmental
rationality in British politics since the late 1970s, and the various means by which the project has furnished itself with a
hegemonic basis for its popular support. Spanning five decades of British political history and drawing on rich empirical
evidence to bring conceptual clarity to, and chart the effects of, a style of government bound up with a host of epochal
changes, it concludes by considering Brexit and the rise of Corbynism as the final act in the neoliberal saga. It then
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poses the question, Is British politics on the verge of a major reconstruction representing a decisive rejection of
neoliberalism? This book will be of key interest to scholars and students of British politics and neoliberalism, liberalism
and, more broadly to political theory, political economy and public policy.
Essential Public Affairs for Journalism is an invaluable guide for both journalism students and journalists. It offers
engaging coverage of the workings of both central and local government, and gives stimulating insights into how they
are, and could be, covered by journalists.
The New Labour government first elected in 1997 had a defining influence on the development of the modern UK
constitution. This book combines legal and political perspectives to provide a unique assessment of the way in which
this major programme of constitutional reform has changed the nature of the UK constitution. The chapters, written by
leading experts in UK public law and politics, analyse the impact and legacy of the New Labour reform programme
some 20 years on from the 1997 general election, and reveal the ways in which the UK constitution is now, to a
significant extent, the 'New Labour constitution'. The book takes a broad approach to exploring the legacy of the New
Labour years for the UK constitution. The contributors evaluate a range of specific substantive reforms (including on
human rights, devolution, freedom of information, and the judicial system), changes to the process and method of
constitutional reform under New Labour, the impact on key institutions (such as the judiciary and Parliament), and a
number of wider constitutional themes (including national security, administrative justice, and the relationship between
the Labour Party and constitutionalism). The book also reflects on the future challenges for the constitution constructed
by New Labour, and the prospects for further constitutional reform. In bringing together this range of perspectives to
reflect on the implications of the New Labour era of reform, this book offers a critical examination of a foundational
period in the development of the contemporary UK constitution.
How Local Leadership Can Change Our Future for the Better
The UK Regional‒National Economic Problem
Budgetary Management and Control
Combating the Pandemic
Do Local Governments Matter?
Recentralising the British State Beyond Brexit?
British Public Opinion on Foreign and Defence Policy
National drug chains squeeze local pharmacies out of business, while corporate downsizing ships jobs
overseas. All across America, communities large and small are losing control of their economies to outside
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interests. Going Local shows how some cities and towns are fighting back. Refusing to be overcome by WalMarts and layoffs, they are taking over abandoned factories, switching to local produce and manufactured
goods, and pushing banks to loan money to local citizens. Shuman details how dozens of communities are
recapturing their own economies with these new strategies, investing not in outsiders but in locally owned
businesses.
This report is an important resource to explore critical and emerging policy opportunities to realize urban
sustainability for the Asian and Pacific region. It informs policies and actions from a sustainable development
perspective, putting cities at the centre of development policy debates. It identifies future policy pathways for
urban decision makers and stakeholders to reimagine the built and natural environments in Asian and Pacific
cities and offers policy solutions across different types of cities to achieve the global development agendas.
The solutions address four major development challenges – natural resource management, climate change,
disaster risk and inequalities – through a focus on the key means of implementation to accelerate the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda.
This book answers the question why London has been a stronghold for the Labour Party for relatively long
periods of the last century and continues to be so to this day to an extent that surprises contemporaries. The
book draws on evidence from history and political sociology as well as the personal experience of the author in
London local government during the 1980s. It argues that while changes in the London economy, plus the
ability of the party to forge cross-class alliances, can go some way to explain the success of the Labour Party
in London, a range of other demographic and social factors need to be taken into account, especially after the
year 2000. These include the size of London’s growing black and ethnic minority communities; higher
concentrations of well-educated younger people with socially liberal values; the increasing support of the
middle-classes; the impact of austerity after 2008; and the degree of poverty in London compared to nonmetropolitan areas. This book will be of key interest to readers interested in the history of the Labour Party, the
politics of London, Socialist politics/history, British politics/history, government, political sociology, and urban
studies.
This book provides a thorough and engaging analysis of inequality in Britain, including its long-term
development and transformation since the beginning of the 20th century. The author argues that inequality is
not what it used to be – no longer can policy-makers consider it just in terms of status, wealth and income.
Having resurfaced strongly as an issue after the financial crisis of 2007–2008, a truly informed discussion of
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inequality must now be wide ranging and take account of a variety of interacting factors. They include both a
radically different role for education in the labour market and the interests of future generations. Government
policies, market failures and fundamental changes in British society and economy in earlier decades have all
contributed to inequality’s contemporary scope, its intensity and who it affects. Alan Ware traces and
illuminates the altered nature of inequality in Britain, its consequences and especially its political implications.
It offers a timely, concise and illuminating examination that will be of interest to all those concerned about
inequality and, more broadly, to scholars and students of sociology, social/public policy, contemporary British
history, political sociology and political theory.
The Routledge Handbook of British Politics and Society
The Future of Asian & Pacific Cities
Key Issues
New Perspectives on Theory and Practice
Twenty Years On
Inequality in Britain
Cities and Communities Beyond COVID-19
Is transparency a necessary condition to build and restore citizen and civil society trust in governance and democracy?
Throughout Europe, there is a growing demand for effective forms of citizen engagement and decentralisation in policy-making to
increase trust and engage increasingly diverse populations. This volume addresses the relationship between trust and
transparency in the context of multi-level governance. Drawing on fieldwork from the UK, France and Germany, this comparative
analysis examines different efforts to build trust between key actors involved in decision-making at the sub-national level. It
outlines the challenges of delivering this agenda and explores the paradox that trust might require transparency, yet in some
instances transparency may undermine trust.
This topical book explores how the public perception of the UK decentralized governments has changed during the pandemic and
uses case studies to discuss the actions taken by central government to undermine the devolution settlement, making a vital
contribution to the future options for the UK within the context of Brexit and what follows.
English local government is in a state of decline after 40 years of incremental but cumulative centralisation by central government.
This book is the first to directly address this trend's impact upon the institution of local government, a crucial element in the
democratic viability of a unitary state. The process of centralisation, and its corrosive effect on the status and responsibilities of
local government, have been widely recognised and deplored among politicians and senior officers within local government, and
by academics with an interest in this field. However, there has been no study exploring in detail its impact, and, equally important,
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suggesting ways in which the growing imbalance between the powers of central and local government should be rectified. This
book fills this gap. This text will be of key interest to scholars, students and practitioners of local government, and more generally
to those interested in what has been happening to British politics and governance.
Reviews recent lessons about decentralized governance and implications for future development programs and policies.
The North East After Brexit
Assessing the Balance of Power in Central-Local Relations in China
Analysing the Trust–Transparency Nexus
Academic Research and the Future of Donor Programming
Session 2005-06
Decentralized Governance and Accountability
Going Local

Is there a future for regional Government? : Session 2005-06, Vol. 2: Written Evidence
The revised and updated eighth edition of the bestselling textbook Politics UK is an indispensible introduction to British
politics. It provides a thorough and accessible overview of the institutions and processes of British government, a good
grounding in British political history and an incisive introduction to the issues facing Britain today. With contributed
chapters from respected scholars in the field and contemporary articles on real-world politics from well-known political
commentators, this textbook is an essential guide for students of British politics. The eighth edition welcomes brand new
material from eight new contributors to complement the rigorously updated and highly valued chapters retained from the
previous edition. The eighth edition includes: · Britain in context boxes offering contrasting international perspectives of
themes in British politics. · A comprehensive 'who's who' of politics in the form of Profile boxes featuring key political figures.
· And another thing ... pieces: short articles written by distinguished commentators including Jonathan Powell, Michael
Moran and Mark Garnett. · Fully updated chapters plus new material providing excellent coverage of contemporary political
events including: The Leveson Inquiry, the aftermath of the 2011 riots and the House of Lords reform. · A vibrant and
accessible new design to excite and engage students as the work through a variety of political topics. · A new epilogue to the
book offering a critical perspective of the trials and tribulations of the Coalition Government, including an overview of the
major differences that divide the coalition partners.
In the EU of the future, care must be taken that the enlargement negotiations do not create more centralisation in Europe.
How do we understand the evolution of central-local relations in China during the reform period? This book addresses this
question by focusing on eight separate issues in which the central-local relationship has been especially salient – government
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finance, investment control, regional development, administrative zoning, implementation, culture, social welfare and
international relations. Each chapter introduces a sector and the way the center and various local governments have shared
or divided power over the different periods of China’s reform era. The balance of power is gauged dynamically over time to
measure the extent to which one level of government dominates, influences or shares power in making decisions in each of
these particular domains, as well as what is likely to occur in the foreseeable future. The authors assess the winners and losers
of these changes among key actors in China’s society. The result provides a dynamic view of China’s changing power
relations.
Environmental Justice
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