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Belligerent Hindu nationalism, accompanied by recurring communal violence
between Hindus and Muslims, has become a compelling force in Indian politics
over the last two decades. Ornit Shani's book examines the rise of Hindu
nationalism, asking why distinct groups of Hindus, deeply divided by caste,
mobilised on the basis of unitary Hindu nationalism, and why the Hindu
nationalist rhetoric about the threat of the impoverished Muslim minority was so
persuasive to the Hindu majority. Using evidence from communal violence in
Gujarat, Shani argues that the growth of communalism was not simply a result of
Hindu-Muslim antagonisms, but was driven by intensifying tensions among
Hindus, nurtured by changes in the relations between castes and associated
state policies. These, in turn, were frequently displaced onto Muslims, thus
enabling caste conflicts to develop and deepen communal rivalries. The book
offers a challenge to previous scholarship on the rise of communalism, which
will be welcomed by students and professionals.
Contributed articles on the issues related to Dalit women in India.
The book refutes the dominant understanding about caste panchayats as mere
dispute resolution bodies that are vestiges of the past. In tracing the long career
and evolution of intra-caste governance from 300 BC to the present, it challenges
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several orthodoxies in the caste scholarship. Most prominently, it questions the
assumptions of modernization theory that became internalized in the very
definition of caste-based political organisations as caste became a subject of
study in politics in the 1960s and 70s. In doing this, the book reflects in some
detail on the uncomfortable question of the persistence of caste-based
conservatism despite the current dominance, so to say, of caste-based
democratization in the Indian polity. It tries to make visible the limitations of
‘caste politics from below’, as it is being imagined today, making a plea for a
radical re-imagination of caste as an identity that does not require a selfperpetuation of the primordial aspects of caste to purse the opportunities offered
by modern democracy, but one that can facilitate the empowerment of caste
through the pursuit of the ameliorations on offer as well as the annihilation of
caste, as eventually mutual goals.
The neighboring north Indian districts of Jaipur and Ajmer are identical in
language, geography, and religious and caste demography. But when the famous
Babri Mosque in Ayodhya was destroyed in 1992, Jaipur burned while Ajmer
remained peaceful; when the state clashed over low-caste affirmative action
quotas in 2008, Ajmer's residents rioted while Jaipur's citizens stayed calm. What
explains these divergent patterns of ethnic conflict across multiethnic states?
Using archival research and elite interviews in five case studies spanning north,
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south, and east India, as well as a quantitative analysis of 589 districts, Ajay
Verghese shows that the legacies of British colonialism drive contemporary
conflict. Because India served as a model for British colonial expansion into
parts of Africa and Southeast Asia, this project links Indian ethnic conflict to
violent outcomes across an array of multiethnic states, including cases as
diverse as Nigeria and Malaysia. The Colonial Origins of Ethnic Violence in India
makes important contributions to the study of Indian politics, ethnicity, conflict,
and historical legacies.
Social Hegemony in Contemporary India
Facing the Twenty-first Century
Caste (Oprah's Book Club)
Annihilation of Caste
Routledge Handbook of Contemporary India
Political Violence in Ancient India
Contributed articles.
Through its investigation of the underlying political economy of gender, caste and
class in India, this book shows how changing historical geographies are shaping
the subjectivities of Dalits across India in ways that are neither fixed nor
predictable. It brings together ethnographies from across India to explore caste
politics, Dalit feminism and patriarchy, religion, economics and the continued
socio-economic and political marginalisation of Dalits. With contributions from
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major academics this is an indispensable book for researchers, teachers and
students working on new political expressions, gender identities, social
inequalities and the continuing use of the notion of ‘caste’ identity in the
oppression of subalterns in contemporary India. It will be essential reading in the
disciplines of politics, gender, social exclusion studies, sociology and social
anthropology.
Narrating Love and Violence is an ethnographic exploration of women’s stories
from the Himalayan valley of Lahaul, in the region of Himachal Pradesh, India,
focusing on how both, love and violence emerge (or function) at the intersection
of gender, tribe, caste, and the state in India. Himika Bhattacharya privileges the
everyday lives of women marginalized by caste and tribe to show how state and
community discourses about gendered violence serve as proxy for caste in India,
thus not only upholding these social hierarchies, but also enabling violence. The
women in this book tell their stories through love, articulated as rejection,
redefinition and reproduction of notions of violence and solidarity. Himika
Bhattacharya centers the women’s narratives as a site of knowledge—beyond
love and beyond violence. This book shows how women on the margins of tribe
and caste know both, love and violence, as agents wishing to re-shape discourses
of caste, tribe and community.
The contributors to this major intervention into Indian historiography trace the
strategies through which Dalits have been marginalized as well as the ways Dalit
intellectuals and leaders have shaped emancipatory politics in modern India.
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Moving beyond the anticolonialism/nationalism binary that dominates the study
of India, the contributors assess the benefits of colonial modernity and place
humiliation, dignity, and spatial exclusion at the center of Indian historiography.
Several essays discuss the ways Dalits used the colonial courts and legislature to
gain minority rights in the early twentieth century, while others highlight Dalit
activism in social and religious spheres. The contributors also examine the
struggle of contemporary middle-class Dalits to reconcile their caste and class,
intercaste tensions among Sikhs, and the efforts by Dalit writers to challenge
dominant constructions of secular and class-based citizenship while emphasizing
the ongoing destructiveness of caste identity. In recovering the long history of
Dalit struggles against caste violence, exclusion, and discrimination, Dalit Studies
outlines a new agenda for the study of India, enabling a significant
reconsideration of many of the Indian academy's core assumptions. Contributors:
D. Shyam Babu, Laura Brueck, Sambaiah Gundimeda, Gopal Guru, Rajkumar Hans,
Chinnaiah Jangam, Surinder Jodhka, P. Sanal Mohan, Ramnarayan Rawat, K.
Satyanarayana
The Annotated Critical Edition
The Grammar of Caste
Communalism, Caste and Hindu Nationalism
Dalit Politics in Contemporary India
Dalit Studies
Broken People
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In contemporary violence against India's Christians, Pentecostals are disproportionately
targeted. Based on extensive interviews and ethnographic work, this volume accounts
for this disproportionate targeting through a detailed analysis of Indian Christian history,
contemporary Indian politics, and Indian social and cultural characteristics.
This volume explores new perspectives on contemporary forms of violence in South
Asia. Drawing on extensive fieldwork and case studies, it examines the infiltration of
violence at the societal level and affords a comparative regional analysis of its historical,
cultural and geopolitical origins in South Asia. Featuring essays from Sri Lanka to Nepal,
and from Afghanistan to Burma, it sheds light on issues as wide-ranging as lynching and
mob justice, hate speech, caste violence, gender-based violence and the plight of the
Rohingyas, among others. Lucid and engaging, this book will be an invaluable source of
reference as well as scholarship to students and researchers of postcolonial studies,
anthropology, sociology, cultural geography, minority studies, politics and gender
studies.
This book is a ground-breaking intervention on Dalit politics in India. Challenging
received ideas, it uses a comparative framework to understand Dalit mobilisations for
political power, social equality and justice. The monograph traces the emergence of
Dalit consciousness and its different strands in north and south India — from colonial to
contemporary times — and interrogates key notions and events. These include: the
debate regarding core themes such as the Hindu–Muslim cleavage in the north and
Page 6/28

Online Library Caste Violence In Contemporary India Dalits
caste in the south; the extent to which Dalits and other backward castes (OBC) base
their anti-Brahminism on similar ideologies; and why Dalits in Uttar Pradesh (north India)
succeeded in gaining power while they did not do so in the region of erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh (south India), where Dalit consciousness is more evolved. Drawing on archival
material, fieldwork and case studies, this volume puts forward an insightful and incisive
analysis. It will be of great interest to researchers and scholars of Dalit studies and
social exclusion, Indian politics and sociology.
Contemporary stories by Indian women writers. The editors caution that the female
protagonists should be viewed as ordinary people, not "as exotic natives or as mere
victims of patriarchal, class and caste violence." A sequel to Truth Tales.
Vegetarianism as a Status Marker in Contemporary India
Contemporary Indian Women: Violence and exploitation
India
Hidden Apartheid Caste Discrimination against India's "Untouchables"
Dalits and the Politics of Modern India
The Violence of Development

“What the Communist Manifesto is to the capitalist world,
Annihilation of Caste is to India.” —Anand Teltumbde, author of The
Persistence of Caste B.R. Ambedkar’s Annihilation of Caste is one of
the most important, yet neglected, works of political writing from
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India. Written in 1936, it is an audacious denunciation of Hinduism
and its caste system. Ambedkar – a figure like W.E.B. Du Bois – offers
a scholarly critique of Hindu scriptures, scriptures that sanction a
rigidly hierarchical and iniquitous social system. The world’s bestknown Hindu, Mahatma Gandhi, responded publicly to the
provocation. The hatchet was never buried. Arundhati Roy introduces
this extensively annotated edition of Annihilation of Caste in “The
Doctor and the Saint,” examining the persistence of caste in modern
India, and how the conflict between Ambedkar and Gandhi continues
to resonate. Roy takes us to the beginning of Gandhi’s political career
in South Africa, where his views on race, caste and imperialism were
shaped. She tracks Ambedkar’s emergence as a major political figure
in the national movement, and shows how his scholarship and
intelligence illuminated a political struggle beset by sectarianism and
obscurantism. Roy breathes new life into Ambedkar’s anti-caste
utopia, and says that without a Dalit revolution, India will continue to
be hobbled by systemic inequality.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK •
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD LONGLIST • “An instant American classic
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and almost certainly the keynote nonfiction book of the American
century thus far.”—Dwight Garner, The New York Times The Pulitzer
Prize–winning, bestselling author of The Warmth of Other Suns
examines the unspoken caste system that has shaped America and
shows how our lives today are still defined by a hierarchy of human
divisions. NAMED THE #1 NONFICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR BY
TIME, ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY People • The
Washington Post • Publishers Weekly AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah
Magazine • NPR • Bloomberg • Christian Science Monitor • New York
Post • The New York Public Library • Fortune • Smithsonian Magazine
• Marie Claire • Town & Country • Slate • Library Journal • Kirkus
Reviews • LibraryReads • PopMatters Winner of the Los Angeles Times
Book Prize • National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist • Dayton
Literary Peace Prize Finalist • PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for
Nonfiction Finalist • PEN/Jean Stein Book Award Longlist “As we go
about our daily lives, caste is the wordless usher in a darkened
theater, flashlight cast down in the aisles, guiding us to our assigned
seats for a performance. The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or
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morality. It is about power—which groups have it and which do not.” In
this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an
unseen phenomenon in America as she explores, through an
immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories about real people,
how America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a
hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. Beyond
race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that
influences people’s lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking
the caste systems of America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson
explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems across civilizations,
including divine will, bloodlines, stigma, and more. Using riveting
stories about people—including Martin Luther King, Jr., baseball’s
Satchel Paige, a single father and his toddler son, Wilkerson herself,
and many others—she shows the ways that the insidious undertow of
caste is experienced every day. She documents how the Nazis studied
the racial systems in America to plan their out-cast of the Jews; she
discusses why the cruel logic of caste requires that there be a bottom
rung for those in the middle to measure themselves against; she writes
about the surprising health costs of caste, in depression and life
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expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on our culture and
politics. Finally, she points forward to ways America can move beyond
the artificial and destructive separations of human divisions, toward
hope in our common humanity. Beautifully written, original, and
revealing, Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents is an eye-opening
story of people and history, and a reexamination of what lies under the
surface of ordinary lives and of American life today.
Edited by Neera Chandhoke and Praveen Priyadarshi, Contemporary
India addresses issues facing the nation-state and civil society from
diverse perspectives: those of political science, sociology, economics
and history. The book is thematically divided into three parts
Economy, Society, and Politics and includes discussions on topics as
wide-ranging as poverty, regional disparities, policies, social change
and social movements, the elements of democracy, dynamics of the
party system, secularism, federalism, decentralization, and so on. The
common thread of democracy, which strings together different aspects
of contemporary India, serves as the framework of understanding here
and underlies discussions in all the chapters. The book includes 23
original, well-researched and up-to-date chapters by authors who
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teach different courses in the social sciences. Without compromising
on the complexity of their arguments, the authors have used a lucid,
conversational style that will attract even readers who have no
previous knowledge of the topics. The contributors have also provided
a glossary, questions and further readings lists with students
examination needs in mind.
This book explores the intersectional aspects of caste and gender in
India that contribute to the multiple marginalities and oppressions of
lower castes, with particular reference to Dalits, Muslims and women.
It moves beyond the conventional accounts of experiences of women in
unequal social and political relationships to examine how caste as a
system and ideology shapes hegemonic masculinity and feminization
of work, and thus contributes to the violence against women. The
volume looks at their everyday lived realities within and across diverse
social and political contexts — families, education systems, labour,
communities, political parties, power, social organisations, the politics
of representation and the writing of the subaltern women. With a
range of empirical work, it brings forth the complexities of identity
politics and further analyses its limits in regional and historical
Page 12/28

Online Library Caste Violence In Contemporary India Dalits
frameworks. This book will be of interest to students, scholars and
specialists in caste and gender studies, exclusion and discrimination
studies, sociology and social anthropology, history and political
science. It will also be useful to Dalit writers and people working in
the development sector in India.
Caste and Gender in Contemporary India
The Production of Hindu-Muslim Violence in Contemporary India
Anthropological Studies on Contemporary India
Caste in Contemporary India
Economy, Society, Politics
Untouchability in Rural India
This book studies caste and community dynamics in India and offers a critical view of social
mobility from below. Building on the theories of the eminent sociologist M N Srinivas, the
essays in this volume reformulate the debate on caste as they document the changing intercaste dynamics and caste-based violence in contemporary India. The volume showcases the
new language of change in caste relations, articulated mostly from the perspective of the
marginalised as experiences, differences, contestations, assertions and as citizenship rights.
It focusses on the clash between traditional structures of inequality and the ideals of equality
and justice in a liberal, democratic India. It also highlights the persistence of caste and
endogamy and the interlocking nature of caste, gender and disability, struggles of ethnic
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groups and informal workers in the market economy, discrimination in the labour market
and the dissolution of dissent in the public sphere. With contributions from leading scholars
of social change and development in India and abroad, this volume will be useful for scholars
and researchers of sociology, social anthropology, minority and subaltern studies, and
development studies.
Women and the Law.
Gandhi and Nehru helped create a myth of nonviolence in ancient India that obscures a
troubled, complex heritage: a long struggle to reconcile the ethics of nonviolence with the
need to use violence to rule. Upinder Singh documents the tension between violence and
nonviolence in ancient Indian political thought and practice, 600 BCE to 600 CE.
India is the second largest country in the world with regard to population, the world s
largest democracy and by far the largest country in South Asia, and one of the most diverse
and pluralistic nations in the world in terms of official languages, cultures, religions and
social identities. Indians have for centuries exchanged ideas with other cultures globally and
some traditions have been transformed in those transnational and transcultural encounters
and become successful innovations with an extraordinary global popularity. India is an
emerging global power in terms of economy, but in spite of India s impressive economic
growth over the last decades, some of the most serious problems of Indian society such as
poverty, repression of women, inequality both in terms of living conditions and of
opportunities such as access to education, employment, and the economic resources of the
state persist and do not seem to go away. This Handbook contains chapters by the field s
foremost scholars dealing with fundamental issues in India s current cultural and social
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transformation and concentrates on India as it emerged after the economic reforms and the
new economic policy of the 1980s and 1990s and as it develops in the twenty-first century.
Following an introduction by the editor, the book is divided into five parts: Part I: Foundation
Part II: India and the world Part III: Society, class, caste and gender Part IV: Religion and
diversity Part V: Cultural change and innovations Exploring the cultural changes and
innovations relating a number of contexts in contemporary India, this Handbook is essential
reading for students and scholars interested in Indian and South Asian culture, politics and
society.
Contemporary India
Gendering Caste
Pentecostals, Proselytization, and Anti-Christian Violence in Contemporary India
Through a Feminist Lens
More Contemporary Stories by Women Writers of India
Contemporary Perspectives

Caste is a contested terrain in India's society and polity. This book explores
contemporary realities of caste in rural and urban India. Presenting rich
empirical findings across north India, it presents an original perspective on
the reasons for the persistence of caste in India today.
Extraits de la couverture : "This timely volume brings together the work of
some of India's leading feminist economists, historians, political scientists,
journalists and anthropologists to investigate the contemporary situation of
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women in India. It focuses on four broad domains : the cultural, the social,
the political and the economic. The writers argue that despite apparently
positive indicators of progress in education and paid employement, women's
status has not improved. They point out that steadily falling sex ratios even
show a growing bias against the female child. They elucidate the complex
ways in which this is connected with the nature of India's development
processes and examine the hidden dynamics by which economic
development has strengthened male-bias norms and values across all castes
and classes in India. Further, they argue that these two processes are
organically connected : worsening discrimination against females is the
direct result of development trajectories in India. This book is thus an
urgent call for action : it shows that there is no room for complacency. We
need to give immediate attention to the powerful interests that collude in
women's worsening status in India."
In this explosive book, Suraj Yengde, a first-generation Dalit scholar
educated across continents, challenges deep-seated beliefs about caste and
unpacks its many layers. He describes his gut-wrenching experiences of
growing up in a Dalit basti, the multiple humiliations suffered by Dalits on a
daily basis, and their incredible resilience enabled by love and humour. As
he brings to light the immovable glass ceiling that exists for Dalits even in
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politics, bureaucracy and judiciary, Yengde provides an unflinchingly honest
account of divisions within the Dalit community itself-from their internal
caste divisions to the conduct of elite Dalits and their tokenized forms of
modern-day untouchability-all operating under the inescapable influences
of Brahminical doctrines. This path-breaking book reveals how caste
crushes human creativity and is disturbingly similar to other forms of
oppression, such as race, class and gender. At once a reflection on
inequality and a call to arms, Caste Matters argues that until Dalits lay
claim to power and Brahmins join hands against Brahminism to effect real
transformation, caste will continue to matter.
Caste is a contested terrain in India’s society and polity. This book explores
contemporary realities of caste in rural and urban India. It examines
questions of untouchability, citizenship, social mobility, democratic politics,
corporate hiring and Dalit activism. Using rich empirical evidence from the
field across Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and other parts of north India, this
volume presents the reasons for the persistence of caste in India from a new
perspective. The book offers an original theoretical framework for
comparative understandings of the entrenched social differences,
discrimination, inequalities, stratification, and the modes and patterns of
their reproduction. This second edition, with a new Introduction, delves into
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why caste continues to matter and how caste-based divisions often tend to
overlap with the emergent disparities of the new economy. A delicate
balance of lived experience and hard facts, this persuasive work will serve as
essential reading for students and teachers of sociology and social
anthropology, social exclusion and discrimination studies, political science,
development studies and public policy.
The Colonial Origins of Ethnic Violence in India
Red Tape
The Rhetorical Imagination of Hindi Dalit Literature
Cultural Diversity and Social Discontent
The Caste Question
The Violence in Gujarat

Is the caste system disappearing? Are traditional hierarchies being replaced by
competing equalities? Do globalization and liberalization automatically result in
diminishing disparities? Are modern labour markets intrinsically meritocratic and
efficient? Challenging the dominant discourse and demolishing various myths,
this book provides answers to these and other critical questions on caste in its
contemporary avatar. Linking the economics of caste with its politics, sociology,
and history, this innovative book provides a stimulating assessment of
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continuities and changes in caste disparities over the last two decades.
Deshpande uses rich empirical data to uncover how contemporary, formal, urban
sector labour markets reflect a deep awareness of caste, religious, gender, and
class cleavages. She convincingly argues that discrimination is neither a relic of
the past nor is it confined to rural areas, but is very much a modern, formal sector
phenomenon. This insightful book is an important step towards a multidisciplinary
dialogue for understanding (and mitigating) inequalities based on birth and
descent.
Examining the chronic, widespread poverty in India, the world's fourth largest
economy, Akhil Gupta theorizes the relation between the state in India and the
poor as one of structural violence.
Dynamics of Caste and Law breaks new ground in understanding how caste and
law relate in India's democratic order. Caste has become a visible phenomenon
often associated with discrimination, inequality and politics in India and globally.
India's constitutional democracy has had a remarkable goal of creating equality in
a context of caste. Despite constitutional promises with equal opportunities for
the lower castes and outlawing of untouchability at the time of independence,
recurring atrocities and inadequate implementation of law have called for
rethinking and legal change. This book sheds new light on why caste oppression
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persists by using new theoretical perspectives as well as Bhimrao Ambedkar's
concepts of the caste system. Focusing on struggles among India's Dalits, the
castes formerly known as untouchables, the book draws on a rich material and
explains, among other things, mechanisms of oppression and how powerful
actors may gain influence in institutions of law and state.
Since 2010, more than two hundred cases of violence related to the sale or
alleged consumption of beef or non-vegetarian products, against religious
minorities and low castes, have occurred in India. How can food trigger such
violent attacks? In a context of deep transformations of the social structure, my
dissertation suggests that these incidents mirror symbolic struggles between
religious and caste groups, and that they indicate the continued cultural
hegemony of the Hindu high castes, of which vegetarianism is one of the most
emblematic markers. Based on secondary analysis of quantitative surveys and
on fieldwork conducted in Uttar Pradesh, a region in northern India, I show how
this diet remains salient in the contemporary period. In doing so, I highlight the
importance of religion and caste in food lifestyles and I uncover the mechanisms
of diffusion of cultural practices, whether through processes of cultural emulation
deriving from class mobility or in relation to the stigmatization of the Muslim
minority. I also highlight the plurality of repertoires of justification for
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vegetarianism, particularly within the most affluent and educationally endowed
classes. In sum, the convergence between the different meanings attributed to
this diet - ranging from religious, economic, political, dietary, and even
environmental - favors the centrality of vegetarianism in the Indian social space,
which in turn plays a key role in the social dynamics of status, integration and
stigmatization in contemporary India.
Writing Resistance
Dalit Women
Caste, Class, and Power
The Political Economy of Gender
Caste Matters
Vanguard of an Alternative Politics in India

Sometime early in the twenty-first century India will overtake China as the most populous
nation in the world. For all its size and importance, India is a relatively unknown nation to
the rest of the world, trapped in its own self-absorption, suspicious of the outside world,
unwilling to interact as a nation among nations. Torn by racial violence and conflict,
impoverished, ardent, mystical, religious, exciting, dangerous, and powerful - India is all of
these things and more. Barbara Crossette gives us a brilliant short introduction to the
world's largest democracy. In Part I, she looks at the inner self and tries to draw some
general conclusions for the uninitiated on the nature of Indian myth and psychology. Part II
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deals with daily realities - the violence of contemporary Indian society, problems of
ethnicity, caste, and religion, the plight of children, bureaucracy in sports, the darshan
effect, and the growing power of the secular middle class. Part III treats politics: the
problems of political history and self-definition, India and its neighbors, and the
relationship between the United States and India. An afterword looks, tenuously and
tentatively, toward India's hope for the future.
Chronic Hindu-Muslim rioting in India has created a situation in which communal violence
is both so normal and so varied in its manifestations that it would seem to defy effective
analysis. Paul R. Brass, one of the world�s preeminent experts on South Asia, has tracked
more than half a century�s riots in the north Indian city of Aligarh. This book is the
culmination of a lifetime�s thinking about the dynamics of institutionalized intergroup
violence in northern India, covering the last three decades of British rule as well as the
entire post-Independence history of Aligarh. Brass exposes the mechanisms by which
endemic communal violence is deliberately provoked and sustained. He convincingly
implicates the police, criminal elements, members of Aligarh�s business community, and
many of its leading political actors in the continuous effort to �produce� communal
violence. Much like a theatrical production, specific roles are played, with phases for
rehearsal, staging, and interpretation. In this way, riots become key historical markers in
the struggle for political, economic, and social dominance of one community over another.
In the course of demonstrating how riots have been produced in Aligarh, Brass offers a
compelling argument for abandoning or refining a number of widely held views about the
supposed causes of communal violence, not just in India but throughout the rest of the
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world. An important addition to the literature on Indian and South Asian politics, this book
is also an invaluable contribution to our understanding of the interplay of nationalism,
ethnicity, religion, and collective violence, wherever it occurs.
The Production of Hindu-Muslim Violence in Contemporary IndiaUniversity of Washington
Press
This edited book offers insights into the social inequalities that plague India and are often
hidden behind terms like ‘law and order’ and ‘constitutional democracy’. Though the
market-driven economy was once expected to radically transform the heavily hierarchical
Indian society into a more egalitarian order, the society remains unequal despite almost
three decades of liberalization. Therefore, the liberal rhetoric of a democratic order and
the free market guaranteeing social justice needs to be reappraised. Social Hegemony in
Contemporary India demonstrates how socially privileged sections after acquiring and
consolidating power at an alarming rate are now even more dominant over the lives of
common Indians than at any time after 1947. Consequently, many communities—like Dalits
and other neglected minorities—have been disempowered and pushed to the margins. Any
resistance to the dominant social order and its status quo is punished through ostracization
and violence. The mission for social justice, therefore, needs a fresh approach and
actionable change from those who aspire for a truly liberated India, unshackled from
inequity and bias.
Caste Violence Against India's "untouchables".
The Slate of Life
Dalits, Oppression and Constitutional Democracy in India
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Dynamics of Caste and Law
Economic Discrimination in Contemporary India

The continuous demand for Gendering Caste: Through a Feminist Lens (2003)
led to this revised edition which analyses the recent socio-economic and political
changes that have taken place. Caste-based marriage and control over women's
sexuality have been crucial for the continuation of the caste system in India.
Thus, caste and gender are linked. Brutal reprisals have followed when dalits and
women have tried to challenge caste-based marriage and inequality which allots
strict rules of conduct for women and all dalits. Maithreyi Krishnaraj, the Series
Editor, highlights the authorʼs discussion on the new ways in which caste
violence targets women and on the changes within the family̶immediate and
extended̶that still keep women subservient to caste norms. She points to the
new discussion on an economy in transition to capitalism, and persistent conflicts
over religion, language, ethnicity and other differences that relate to gender. The
book also includes a new ʻAfterword: Caste and Gender in the New Millenniumʼ,
which provides an updated discussion on the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 (known in short as Prevention of
Atrocities Act: POA). Erudite, yet accessible, this book enables the reader to
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understand the ramifications of caste today.
"A powerful book on caste, a subject that has dramatic importance not only for
the history of democracy in modern India, but for the general discussion on the
interferences of social inequalities and cultural exclusions. The Caste Question
goes beyond the usual antitheses of localism and globalism, and illustrates a
decisive notion of intensive universality."̶Etienne Balibar "A sustained and
probing analysis of the modern history of caste in Western India, connecting
issues of gender, personhood, property, and politics to facts of oppression and
inequality. This is the most politically and theoretically engaged book on caste to
have come out in a long time."̶Dipesh Chakrabarty, author of Habitations of
Modernity "A profound reflection, at once historically rich and theoretically
nuanced, on the nature of political modernity itself."̶John Comaroff, co-author
(with Jean Comaroff) of Of Revelation and Revolution "Rao is entirely convincing
in this brilliant and audacious re-evaluation of political modernity in India through
the perspective of anti-caste struggles."̶Mrinalini Sinha, author of Specters of
Mother India: The Global Re-Structuring of an Empire
Explores the conceptual and ethnographic issues that tumultuous India poses to
modern anthropology and sociology. Khare (anthropology, U. of Virginia)
explicates the cultural sensibilities, roles, presence, and limitations of the ordinary
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Indian and reveals the adaptive strategies of the many "others" that constitute
India from within. He also surveys approaches employed by renowned
anthropologists such as M.N. Srinivas, Louis Dumont, and McKim Marriot.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
This book is focused and systematic documentation of the incidence and extent
of the practice of untouchability in contemporary India. Based on the results of a
large survey covering 565 villages in 11 states, it reveals that untouchability
continues to be widely prevalent and is practiced in one form or another in almost
80 per cent of the villages. Field data is supplemented by information about the
forms of discrimination which Dalits face in everyday life, such as: ‒ The ʻuncleanʼ
occupations open to them ‒ The double burden of Dalit women, who suffer both
gender and caste discrimination ‒ The upper-caste violence with which any Dalit
self-assertion is met The authors also describe Dalit efforts to overcome deeply
entrenched caste hierarchies and assert their right to live with dignity. While the
evidence presented here suggests that the more blatant and extreme forms of
untouchability appear to have declined, discrimination continues and is most
prevalent in the religious and personal spheres. The authors show that the notion
of untouchability continues to pervade the public sphere, including a host of state
institutions and the interactions that occur within them.
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Women Contesting Caste, Tribe, and State in Lahaul, India
What Goes Around Meat Eating, Comes Around
Bureaucracy, Structural Violence, and Poverty in India
The Origins of Our Discontents
Thinking M. N. Srinivas Today
Power, Privilege and Politics
Writing Resistance is the first close study of the growing body
of contemporary Hindi-language Dalit (low caste) literature in
India. The Dalit literary movement has had an immense
sociopolitical and literary impact on various Indian linguistic
regions, yet few scholars have attempted to situate the form
within contemporary critical frameworks. Laura R. BrueckÕs
approach goes beyond recognizing and celebrating the subaltern
speaking, emphasizing the sociopolitical perspectives and
literary strategies of a range of contemporary Dalit writers
working in Hindi. Brueck explores several essential questions:
what makes Dalit literature Dalit? What makes it good? Why is
this genre important, and where does it oppose or intersect with
other bodies of Indian literature? She follows the debate among
Dalit writers as they establish a specifically Dalit literary
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critical approach, underscoring the significance of the Dalit
literary sphere as a ÒcounterpublicÓ generating contemporary
Dalit social and political identities. Brueck then performs
close readings of contemporary Hindi Dalit literary prose
narratives, focusing on the aesthetic and stylistic strategies
deployed by writers whose class, gender, and geographic
backgrounds shape their distinct voices. By reading Dalit
literature as literature, this study unravels the complexities
of its sociopolitical and identity-based origins.
Violence in South Asia
Communalism in Contemporary India
Change and Mobility in Contemporary India
Caste Panchayats and Caste Politics in India
Narrating Love and Violence
Gender and Caste
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