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This book explores how the countries of Eastern Europe,
which were formerly part of the Soviet bloc have, since the
end of communist rule, developed a new ideology of their
place in the world. Drawing on post-colonial theory and on
identity discourses in the writings of local intelligentsia
figures, the book shows how people in these countries no
longer think of themselves as part of the "east", and how
they have invented new stereotypes of the countries to the
east of them, such as Ukraine and Belarus, to which they see
themselves as superior. The book demonstrates how there are
a whole range of ideologies of "eastness", how these have
changed over time, and how such ideologies impact, in a
practical way, relations with countries further east.
The Socialist Revolutionary party, which had been the
largest and most popular party in Russia in 1917, did not
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after the October Revolution just disappear into the
"dustbin of history", as Trotsky hoped, but – led by its
leadership in exile in the 1920s and 1930s – continued to
observe and comment on developments in Russia. In
emigration, the Socialist Revolutionary (SR) party often put
forward policy proposals on a wide range of topics: policies
which, based on a shrewd understanding of the real situation
in Russia, offered realistic alternatives to the policies
being pursued by the Marxist Bolshevik regime. This book
fills a gap in examining one of the most significant Russian
political parties, and is based on extensive original
analysis of SR party materials, shows how it operated; how
it formulated and disseminated its ideas; what these ideas
were, and how the party's ideas developed in response to
changing circumstances in Russia and Europe more widely. Far
from being the agrarian Slavophile romantics as they are
often portrayed, this book shows the SRs were energetic
European modernisers who contributed vigorously to the
leading debates of their day; it also shows how the SR
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vision of a populist, socialist regime failed to materialise
as state control, dictatorship and the collectivisation of
agriculture took hold.
This book examines Russia’s capacity to respond to a
changing world through the lens of the country’s oil
industry. Against a backdrop of social, political and
climatic change, Indra Overland and Nina Poussenkova present
a systematic analysis of how modern energy developments in
the form of shale oil, offshore oil and the global energy
transition are handled.
This book addresses fundamental issues about the last
decades of Tsarist Russia, contributing significantly to
current debates about how far and how successfully
modernisation was being implemented by the Tsarist regime.
It focuses on successive outbreaks of cholera in the city of
Saratov on the Volga, in particular contrasting the outbreak
of 1892 - widely regarded at the time as a national fiasco
and a transformative episode for the Russian Empire - with
the cholera epidemics of 1904-1910 when - despite completely
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new scientific discoveries and administrative arrangements Russia suffered another national outbreak of the disease.
The book sets these outbreaks fully in their social,
economic, political and cultural context, and explains why a
medical and social disaster - which had long since been
overcome in other parts of Europe - continued much later in
Russia. It explores autocratic government, urban renewal,
public health, and disaster management, including the
management of widespread public hysteria and social unrest.
The book further analyses the assimilation of Western
medical knowledge, and the resulting institutional and
epistemological changes. Overall, it demonstrates that
Russia’s medical history was inseparably linked to the
nature of the tsarist regime itself in its confrontation
with modernity.
Images, Perceptions, Misperceptions
Memory and Modernity in the Wake of War
Russia's Identity in International Relations
Understanding Kremlin–Business Relations in the Early Putin
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Era
The Radical Right in Late Imperial Russia
Democracy Versus Modernization
Ideologies of Eastness in Central and Eastern Europe
The book explores developments in Russia-China relations in the
aftermath of the global economic crisis, arguing that the crisis
transformed their bilateral affairs, regional liaisons and, crucially,
altered the roles both states play on the international arena.
Discussing how Russo-Chinese cooperation has accelerated in energy
trade, arms sales and in the Russian Far East, the focus is on how the
still mutually advantageous relationship has become more asymmetric
than ever, reflecting China’s meteoric rise and Russia’s decline.
These dynamics are explored through three perspectives: domestic,
regional and global. Domestically, the book traces the role of
political coalitions and key interest groups involved in how the two
states shape their reciprocal policies. Changes in the regional
dimension are examined with particular reference to a new status quo
emerging in Central Asia. The book concludes by explaining how the
changing relationship is affecting the international order, including
the balance of power vis-à-vis the United States as well as Russia and
China’s changing attitudes towards global governance.
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This book presents a study of the complex relationship between the
Russian state and big business during Vladimir Putin’s first two
presidential terms (2000–2008). Based on extensive original research,
it focuses on the interaction of Russia’s political executive with the
‘oligarchs’. It shows how Putin’s crackdown on this elite group led
big business to accept new ‘rules of the game’ and how this was
accompanied by the involvement of big business in policy formulation,
particularly through the organisational vehicle of the Russian Union
of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (RSPP). It goes on to discuss why
Yukos and its CEO Mikhail Khodorkovsky were targeted by Russia’s
political authorities and the resultant consequences, namely the end
of the relatively successful framework via which state-business
relations had been managed, and its replacement by fear and mutual
distrust, along with a vastly expanded role for the state, and staterelated actors, in the Russian corporate sector. The book explores all
these developments in detail and sets them against the context of
continued trends towards greater authoritarianism in Russia.
Russia needs to continue to assess and improve its business
environment in order to ensure continuing investment and sustained
growth. Currently many of the new businesses are being established in
the larger urban areas but similar new businesses need to develop at
the regional level. This book, based on in-depth case studies of more
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than 70 companies across 13 regions in Russia, examines four areas key
to institutional development, and formulates policy recommendations.
Topics include: the determinants of inter-enterprise competition and
market structure at the local level; the regulatory regime governing
the price, supply and access to local infrastructure services; access
to corporate finance in regional markets; and the legal system for
resolution of commercial disputes.
This book explores the changing nature of growing-up working-class in
post-Soviet Russia in a time of economic reform. Based on extensive
research, it analyses the strategies of contemporary vocational
education graduates and highlights their significance for wider
processes of social change and social stratification in post-Soviet
Russia.
The Challenge of Change
From Oligarchs to Bourgeoisie
The Impact of Informal Corporate Governance Practices
Business in Russia
Russians and Non-Russians in the North Caucasus
Ethnic Relations in Post-Soviet Russia
A Dilemma for Russia and for the World

This book presents a new picture of the politics, economics and
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process of government in the Soviet Union under the leadership of
Nikita Khrushchev. Based in large part on original research in recently
declassified archive collections, the book examines the full complexity
of government, and provides an overview of the internal development
of the Soviet Union in this period, locating it in the broader context of
Soviet history.
The attitude of Russia towards climate change is extremely important
for the success of climate change control policies worldwide, as Russia,
with its cold climate and vast resources of carbon fuels, is one of the
world’s biggest polluters. Moreover, Russia frequently comes across as
not being very interested in containing environmental pollution. This
book explores how issues to do with climate change are handled by the
Russian media. It discusses how the state and economic elites have
influenced Russia’s environmental communication, with the state’s
control of the media strengthening since Putin came to power, and
with control being exercised in some cases by ignoring or silencing the
key issues. However, the book also shows how, recently, elites and the
state in Russia have begun to realise that it is in the state’s best
interest to pursue more climate-oriented policies. The book concludes
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by examining how the communication of climate change issues in
Russia could be improved and by assessing the extent to which a
recent change in state climate policy could mean that media coverage
of climate change in Russia will keep increasing.
This book examines the development of big business in Russia since
the early 1990s, explaining how post-Soviet enterprises - many of
which made little sense as business units - were restructured into
functional firms. It includes detailed case studies of three leading
companies: Yukos Oil Company, Siberian (Russian) Aluminium and
Norilsk Nickel.
This book analyzes privatization reforms, property rights, and raiders in
post-Soviet Russia. The author surveys the existing literature in the
context of predatory raiding in Russia and introduces the notion and
concept of this phenomena; he suggests that the study may serve as
an explanatory model for corporate, property, and land raiding in
Russia. Building on previous scholarship, this monograph
conceptualizes the predatory character of corporate hostile takeovers
in Russia and links it with the coercive nature of the ruling
authoritarian regime. This project will appeal to scholars, graduate
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students, and researchers in Russian and Post-Soviet politics,
capitalism, corruption, and property rights.
Handbook of the International Political Economy of the Corporation
Oil in Putin’s Russia
Russian Foreign Policy under Dmitry Medvedev, 2008-2012
Communicating Climate Change in Russia
Television and Presidential Power in Putin’s Russia
State, Society and Radicalism
The Communist Youth League and the Transformation of the Soviet
Union, 1917-1932
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, there were high hopes of Russia’s
"modernisation" and rapid political and economic integration with the EU. But now,
given its own policies of national development, Russia appears to have ‘limits to
integration’. Today, much European political discourse again evokes East/West
civilisational divides and antagonistic geopolitical interests in EU-Russia relations. This
book provides a carefully researched and timely analysis of this complex relationship
and examines whether this turn in public debate corresponds to local-level experience –
particularly in border areas where the European Union and Russian Federation meet.
This multidisciplinary book - covering geopolitics, international relations, political
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economy and human geography - argues that the concept ‘limits to integration’ has its
roots in geopolitical reasoning; it examines how Russian regional actors have adapted
to the challenges of simultaneous internal and external integration, and what kind of
strategies they have developed in order to meet the pressures coming across the
border and from the federal centre. It analyses the reconstitution of Northwest Russia
as an economic, social and political space, and the role cross-border interaction has
had in this process. The book illustrates how a comparative regional perspective offers
insights into the EU-Russia relationship: even if geopolitics sets certain constraints to
co-operation, and market processes have led to conflict in cross-border interaction,
several actors have been able to take initiative and create space for increasing crossborder integration in the conditions of Russia’s internal reconstitution.
Welcome to the How to Get Rich Doing Business in Russia series: The key to a
successful business is knowing the markets. HOW TO GET RICH DOING BUSINESS
IN RUSSIA: Russia Business Guide and Contacts offers executives, investors, and
entrepreneurs the need-to-know information about doing business in Russia. Written as
an in-depth, straightforward reference guide, this book lists key information about the
Russian market, its challenges, and opportunities. It then looks into a dozen of Russia’s
leading industries, their backgrounds, current situation, and projected course. HOW TO
GET RICH DOING BUSINESS IN RUSSIA: Russia Business Guide and Contacts
concludes with a comprehensive list of contacts and primary information. Whether you
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are looking to break into international business or need to update your knowledge on
Russian markets— this comprehensive guide is for you. The Internationalist
Though in recent months Putin's popularity has frayed at the edges, the dearth of
comparably powerful and experienced political leaders leaves no doubt that he will
continue to be a key political figure. During his tenure as Russia's President and
subsequently as Prime Minister, Putin transcended politics, to become the country's
major cultural icon. This book examines the nature of his iconic status. It explores his
public persona as glamorous hero, endowed with vision, wisdom, moral and physical
strength--the man uniquely capable of restoring Russia's reputation as a global power.
In analysing cultural representations of Putin, the book assesses the role of the media
in constructing and disseminating this image and weighs the Russian populace's
contribution to the extraordinary acclamation he enjoyed throughout the first decade of
the new millennium, challenged only by a tiny minority.
Over the past few decades, corporations have been neglected in studies of
international political economy (IPE). Seeking to demystify them, what they are, how
they behave and their goals and constraints, this Handbook introduces the corporation
as a unit of analysis for students of IPE. Providing critical discussion of their global and
domestic power, and highlighting the ways in which corporations interact with each
other and with their socio-political environment, this Handbook presents a thorough and
up-to-date overview of the main debates around the role of corporations in the global
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political economy.
New Europe's New Development Aid
Russia Business Guide and Contacts
Celebrity and Glamour in Contemporary Russia
Dreams of a True Fatherland?
Learning to Labour in Post-Soviet Russia
Building Big Business in Russia
Russia and Islam

As a new president takes power in Russia, this book provides an
analysis of the changing relationship between control of Russian
television media and presidential power during the tenure of
President Vladimir Putin. It argues that the conflicts within Russia’s
political and economic elites, and President Putin’s attempts to
rebuild the Russian state after its fragmentation during the Yeltsin
administration, are the most significant causes of changes in Russian
media. Tina Burrett demonstrates that President Putin sought to
increase state control over television as part of a larger programme
aimed at strengthening the power of the state and the position of the
presidency at its apex, and that such control over the media was
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instrumental to the success of the president’s wider systemic changes
that have redefined the Russian polity. The book also highlights the
ways in which oligarchic media owners in Russia used television for
their own political purposes, and that media manipulation was not the
exclusive preserve of the Kremlin, but a common pattern of behaviour
in elite struggles in the post-Soviet era. Basing its analysis
predominately on interviews with key players in the Moscow media
and political elites, and on secondary sources drawn from the Russian
and Western media, the book examines broad themes that have been
the subject of constant media interest, and have relevance beyond the
confines of Russian politics.
This book examines the international development policies of five East
Central European new EU member states, the Czech Republic,
Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. These countries turned from
being aid recipients to donors after the turn of the millennium in the
run-up to EU accession in 2004. The book explains the evolution
subsequent to EU accession and current state of foreign aid policies in
the region and the reasons why these deviate from many of the
internationally agreed best practices in development cooperation. It
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argues that after the turn of the millennium, a 'Global Consensus' has
emerged on how to make foreign aid more effective for development.
A comparison between the elements of the Global Consensus and the
performance of the five countries reveals that while they have
generally implemented little of these recommendations, there are also
emerging differences between the countries, with the Czech Republic
and Slovenia clearly aspiring to become globally responsible donors.
Building on the literatures on foreign policy analysis, international
socialization and interest group influence, the book develops a model
of foreign aid policy making in order to explain the general reluctance
of the five countries in implementing international best practices, and
also the differences in their relative performance.
This book presents a concise and comprehensive overview of the
mainstream flows of ideas, politics and itineraries towards modernity
in Central and Eastern Europe and the Balkans over two centuries
from the beginning of the nineteenth century to the end of the
Gorbachev administration. Unlike other books on the subject which
view modernity based on the idea of Western European supremacy,
this book outlines the various different pathways of development, and
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of growing industrialisation, urbanisation and secularisation which
took place across the region. It provides rich insights on the complex
networks whereby very varied ideas, aspirations and policies
interacted to bring about a varied pattern of progress, and of
integration and isolation, with different areas moving in different
ways and at different paces. Overall the book presents something very
different from the traditional picture of the" two Europes". Particular
examples covered include agrarian reform movements, in various
phases, different models of socialism, and different models of socialist
reform.
This book revisits many aspects of current social science theories,
such as actor-network theory and the French school of science and
technology studies, to test how the theories apply in a specific
situation: in this case the role of Soviet era infrastructure in the city of
Cherepovets in Russia, home of Russia’s second biggest steel
producer, Severstal.
Lessons from the Regions for Building Market Institutions
The Contests over Rents and Economic Policy
Khrushchev in the Kremlin
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Vocational Youth in Transition
Transformation and Crisis in Central and Eastern Europe
Life and Death on the Volga, 1823-1914
Russia-China Relations in the Post-Crisis International Order
From the trial of Socrates to the post-9/11 military
commissions, trials have always been useful instruments of
politics. Yet there is still much that we do not understand about
them. Why do governments use trials to pursue political
objectives, and when? What differentiates political trials from
ordinary ones? Contrary to conventional wisdom, not all
political trials are show trials or contrive to set up scapegoats.
This volume offers a novel account of political trials that is
empirically rigorous and theoretically sophisticated, linking
state-of-the-art research on telling cases to a broad argument
about political trials as a socio-legal phenomenon. All the
contributors analyse the logic of the political in the courtroom.
From archival research to participant observation, and from
linguistic anthropology to game theory, the volume offers a
genuinely interdisciplinary set of approaches that substantially
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advance existing knowledge about what political trials are, how
they work, and why they matter.
The revolutionary movements in late tsarist Russia inspired a
reaction by groups on the right. Although these groups were
ostensibly defending the status quo, they were in fact, as this
book argues, very radical in many ways. This book discusses
these radical rightist groups, showing how they developed
considerable popular appeal across the whole Russian Empire,
securing support from a wide cross-section of society. The book
considers the nature and organisation of the groups, their
ideologies and polices on particular issues and how they
changed over time. The book concludes by examining how and
why the groups lost momentum and support in the years
immediately before the First World War, and briefly explores
how far present day rightist groups in Russia are connected to
this earlier movement.
The lives of wealthy people have long held an allure to many,
but the lives of wealthy Russians pose a particular fascination.
Having achieved their riches over the course of a single
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generation, the top 0.1 percent of Russian society have become
known for ostentatious lifestyles and tastes. Nevertheless, as
Elisabeth Schimpfössl shows in this book, their stories reveal a
bourgeois existence that is distinct in its circumstances and
self-definition, and far more complex than the caricatures
suggest. Rich Russians takes a deep and unprecedented look at
this group: their personal stories, trajectories, ideas about life
and how they see their role and position both on top of Russian
society as well as globally. These people grew up and lived
through a historically unique period of economic turmoil and
social change following the collapse of the Soviet Union. But
when taken in a wider historical context, their lives follow a
familiar path, from new money to respectable money; parvenus
becoming part of Society. Based on interviews with
millionaires, billionaires, their spouses and children, Rich
Russians concludes that, as a class, they have acquired all sorts
of cultural and social resources which help consolidate their
personal power. They have developed distinguished and refined
tastes, rediscovered their family history, and begun actively
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engaging in philanthropy. Most importantly, they have worked
out a narrative to justify why they deserve their elitist position
in society - because of who they are and their superior qualities
- and why they should be treated as equals by the West. This is
a group whose social, cultural and political influence is likely to
outlast any regime change. As the first book to examine the
transformation of Russia's former "robber barons" into a new
social class, Rich Russians provides insight into how this
nation's newly wealthy tick.
This book seeks to "re-think democracy." Over the past years,
there has been a tendency in the global policy community and,
even more widely, in the world's media, to focus on democracy
as the "gold standard" by which all things political are
measured. This book re-examines democracy in Russia and in
the world more generally, as idea, desired ideal, and practice. A
major issue for Russia is whether the modernization of Russia
might not prosper better by Russia focusing directly on
modernization and not worrying too much about democracy.
This book explores a wide range of aspects of this important
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question. It discusses how the debate is conducted in Russia;
outlines how Russians contrast their own experiences,
unfavourably, with the experience of China, where reform and
modernization have been pursued with great success, with no
concern for democracy; and concludes by assessing how the
debate in Russia is likely to be resolved.
The Socialist Alternative to Bolshevik Russia
Shocking Chic
Russian Oil Companies in an Evolving World
Challenges and prospects
Historical Legacies of Communism in Russia and Eastern
Europe
Unleashing Russia's Business Potential
Eastern Europe and the Challenges of Modernity, 1800-2000
This book reassesses the process whereby after 2000 Putin
reversed the process by which in the 1990s power had
shifted from Moscow to the regions. It focuses on the
dynamics of regional boundaries: juridical boundaries,
which defined a region's territorial extent and thereby its
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resources; institutional boundaries that sustained regional
differences; and cultural boundaries that defined the
ethnic or technocratic principles on which a region could
claim legitimate existence.
The study of Soviet youth has long lagged behind the
comprehensive research conducted on Western European youth
culture. In an era that saw the emergence of youth
movements of all sorts across Europe, the Soviet Komsomol
was the first state-sponsored youth organization, in the
first communist country. Born out of an autonomous youth
movement that emerged in 1917, the Komsomol eventually
became the last link in a chain of Soviet socializing
agencies which organized the young. Based on extensive
archival research and building upon recent research on
Soviet youth, this book broadens our understanding of the
social and political dimension of Komsomol membership
during the momentous period 1917âe"1932. It sheds light on
the complicated interchange between ideology, policy and
reality in the league's evolution, highlighting the
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important role ordinary members played. The transformation
of the country shaped Komsomol members and their league's
social identity, institutional structure and social
psychology, and vice versa, the organization itself became
a crucial force in the dramatic changes of that time. The
book investigates the complex dialogue between the
Communist Youth League and the regime, unravelling the
intricate process that transformed the Komsomol into a mere
institution for political socialization serving the
regime's quest for social engineering and control.
This book takes stock of arguments about the historical
legacies of communism that have become common within the
study of Russia and East Europe more than two decades after
communism's demise and elaborates an empirical approach to
the study of historical legacies revolving around
relationships and mechanisms rather than correlation and
outward similarities. Eleven essays by a distinguished
group of scholars assess whether post-communist
developments in specific areas continue to be shaped by the
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experience of communism or, alternatively, by fundamental
divergences produced before or after communism. Chapters
deal with the variable impact of the communist experience
on post-communist societies in such areas as regime
trajectories and democratic political values; patterns of
regional and sectoral economic development; property
ownership within the energy sector; the functioning of the
executive branch of government, the police, and courts; the
relationship of religion to the state; government language
policies; and informal relationships and practices.
Appearing on the world stage in 1918, Lithuania suffered
numerous invasions, border changes and large scale
population displacements.The successive occupations of
Stalin in 1940 and Hitler in 1941, mass deportations to the
Gulag and the elimination of the Jewish community in the
Holocaust gave the horrors of World War II a special
ferocity. Moreover, the fighting continued after 1945 with
the anti-Soviet insurrection, crushed through mass
deportations and forced collectivization in 1948-1951. At
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no point, however, did the process of national
consolidation take a pause, making Lithuania an improbably
representative case study of successful nation-building in
this troubled region. As postwar reconstruction gained
pace, ethnic Lithuanians from the countryside – the only
community to remain after the war in significant numbers –
were mobilized to work in the cities. They streamed into
factory and university alike, creating a modern urban
society, with new elites who had a surprising degree of
freedom to promote national culture. This book describes
how the national cultural elites constructed a Soviet
Lithuanian identity against a backdrop of forced
modernization in the fifties and sixties, and how they
subsequently took it apart by evoking the memory of
traumatic displacement in the seventies and eighties, later
emerging as prominent leaders of the popular movement
against Soviet rule.
The EU-Russia Borderland
Disease, Health Care and Government in Late Imperial Russia
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Putin as Celebrity and Cultural Icon
Political Trials in Theory and History
Civil Society in Putin's Russia
How to Get Rich Doing Business in Russia
Rich Russians
This book examines the development of big business in Russia since the onset of market oriented reform
in the early 1990s. It explains how privatized post-Soviet enterprises, many of which made little sense as
business units, were transformed into functional firms able to operate in the environment of a market
economy. It provides detailed case studies of three key companies – Yukos Oil Company, Siberian
(Russian) Aluminium and Norilsk Nickel – all of which played a key role in Russia’s economic recovery
after 1998, describing how these companies were created, run and have developed. It shows how
Russian businesses during the 1990s routinely relied on practices not entirely compatible with formal
rules, in particular in the area of corporate governance. The book fully explores the critical role played
by informal corporate governance practices - such as share dilution, transfer pricing, asset stripping,
limiting shareholders access to votes, and 'bankruptcy to order’ - as Russian big business developed
during the 1990s. Unlike other studies on Russian corporate governance, this book highlights the
ambiguous impact of informal corporate governance practices on the companies involved as
commercial entities, and suggests that although their use proved costly to Russia’s business reputation,
they helped core groups of owners/managers at the time to establish coherent business firms. Overall,
the book shows that we cannot understand the nature of current economic changes in Russia without
recognising the crucial role played by informal corporate governance practices in the creation and
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development of big business in post-Soviet Russia.
No sector has been as vital as oil to the Russian economy since Vladimir Putin came to power. The
longest serving leader since Stalin, Putin has presided during a period of relative economic prosperity
driven largely by booming oil windfalls. Oil in Putin’s Russia offers an in-depth examination of the
contests over windfalls drawn from the oil sector. Examining how the Russian leadership has guided the
process of distributing these windfalls, Adnan Vatansever explores the causes behind key policy
continuities and policy reversals during Putin’s tenure. The product of over ten years of research,
including interviews with decision-makers and oil industry officials, Oil in Putin’s Russia takes an
innovative approach to understanding the contested nature of resource rents and the policy processes
that determine how they are allocated. In so doing, it offers a comprehensive and timely account of
politics and policy in contemporary Russia, and a significant contribution to research on the political
economy of resource rents in mineral resource-rich countries.
This book studies the role of civil society organisations in the fight against HIV/AIDS in Russia. It looks
at how Russia’s HIV/AIDS epidemic has developed into a serious social, economic and political
problem, and how according to the United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Russia is
currently facing the biggest HIV/AIDS epidemic in all of Europe with an estimated number of 980,000
people living with HIV in 2009. The book investigates civil society organisations’ contribution to social
change and civil society development in post-Soviet Russia, and thus situates a specific type of civil
society actors into a broader socio-political context and questions their ability to represent civic
interests, particularly in the field of social policy-making and health. This allows for a better
understanding of the dynamics of state-society relations in present-day Russia, and gives insight into the
ways HIV/AIDS NGOs in Russia have used transnational ties in order to exert influence on domestic
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policy-making in the field of HIV/AIDS.
This is the first book to explore the phenomenon of glamour and celebrity in contemporary Russian
culture, ranging across media forms, disciplinary boundaries and modes of inquiry, with particular
emphasis on the media personality. The book demonstrates how the process of ‘celebrification’ in
Russia coincides with the dizzying pace of social change and economic transformation, the latter
enabling an unprecedented fascination with glamour and its requisite extravagance; how in the 1990s
and 2000s, celebrities - such as film or television stars - moved away from their home medium to
become celebrities straddling various media; and how celebrity is a symbol manipulated by the
dominant culture and embraced by the masses. It examines the primacy of the visual in celebrity
construction and its dominance over the verbal, alongside the interdisciplinary, cross-media, post-Soviet
landscape of today’s fame culture. Taking into account both general tendencies and individual
celebrities, including pop-diva Alla Pugacheva and ex-President and current Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin, the book analyses the internal dynamics of the institutions involved in the production, marketing,
and maintenance of celebrities, as well as the larger cultural context and the imperatives that drive
Russian society’s romance with glamour and celebrity.
Predatory Raiding, Privatization Reforms, and Property Rights
Putin's United Russia Party
The Socialist Revolutionary Party, 1921-39
Policy and Government in the Soviet Union, 1953–64
New Contexts for Regional Cooperation
The Politics of HIV/AIDS in Russia
The Making and Breaking of Soviet Lithuania
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The global financial crisis has provided an important opportunity to revisit
debates about post-socialist transition and the relative success of different
reform paths. Post-communist Central and Eastern Europe (CEECs) in particular
show resilience in the wake of the international crisis with a diverse range of
economic transformations. Transformation and Crisis in Central and Eastern
Europe offers an in depth analysis of a diverse range of countries, including
Poland, Hungary, Russia, Ukraine, Czech Republic and Slovakia. This volume
assesses each country’s institutional transformations, geopolitical policies, and
local adaptations that have led them down divergent post-communist paths.
Chapters take the reader systematically through the evolution of former
communist national economic systems, before ending with lessons and
conclusions for the future. Subsequent chapters demonstrate that economic
performance crucially depends on achieving a sustainable balance between
sound institutional design and policies on one hand, and localization on the
other. This new volume from a prestigious group of academics offers a
fascinating and timely study which will be of interest to all scholars and policy
makers with an interest in European Economics, Russian and East European
Studies, Transition Economies, Political Economy and the post-2008 world more
generally.
Bringing together leading scholars from Russia and outside experts on Russia,
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this book looks at the difference between the image Russia has of itself and the
way it is viewed in the West. It discusses the historical, cultural and political
foundations that these images are built upon, and goes on to analyse how
contested these images are, and their impact on Russian identity. The book
questions whether differing images explain fractiousness in Western-Russian
relations in the new century, or whether distinct 'imaginary solitudes' offer a
better platform from which to negotiate differences. Providing an innovative
comparative study of contemporary images of the country and their impact, the
book is a significant contribution to studies of globalisation and international
relations.
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, both the Russian state and Russia's
Muslim communities have struggled to find a new modus vivendi in a rapidly
changing domestic and international socio-political context. At the same time as
Islamic religious belief and practice have flourished, the state has become
increasingly concerned about the security implications of this religious revival,
reflecting and responding to a more general international concern over
radicalised political Islam. This book examines contemporary developments in
Russian politics, how they impact on Russia's Muslim communities, how these
communities are helping to shape the Russian state, and what insights this
provides to the nature and identity of the Russian state both in its inward and
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outward projection. The book provides an up-to-date and broad-ranging analysis
of the opportunities and challenges confronting contemporary Muslim
communities in Russia that is not confined in scope to Chechnya or the North
Caucasus, and which goes beyond simplistic characterisations of Muslims as a
'threat'. Instead, it engages with the role of political Islam in Russia in a nuanced
way, sensitive to regional and confessional differences, highlighting Islam's
impact on domestic and foreign policy and investigating sources of both
radicalisation and de-radicalisation.
Unlike other books on civil society in Russia which argue that Russia’s civil
society is relatively weak, and that democratisation in Russia went into reverse
following Vladimir Putin’s coming to power, this book contends that civil society
in Russia is developing in a distinctive way. It shows that government and eliteled drives to encourage civil society have indeed been limited, and that the
impact of external promotion of civil society has also not been very successful. It
demonstrates, however, that independent domestic grassroots movements are
beginning to flourish, despite difficulties and adverse circumstances, and that
this development fits well into the changing nature of contemporary Russian
society.
Political and Economic Transition in Russia
State and Propaganda
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Boundary Issues
Political Theory and Community Building in Post-Soviet Russia
The Decline of Regionalism in Putin's Russia
The State and Big Business in Russia
While the collapse of communism in Russia was relatively peaceful, ethnic relations have been
deteriorating since then. This deterioration poses a threat to the functioning of the Russian state and is a
major obstacle to its future development. Analysing ethnic relations in the North Caucasus, this book
demonstrates how a myriad of processes that characterised post-Soviet transition, including demographic
change, economic upheaval, geopolitical instability, and political re-structuring, have affected daily life
for citizens. It raises important questions about ethnicity, identity, nationalism, sovereignty, and
territoriality in the post-Soviet space.
Although the presidency of Dmitry Medvedev is often seen as a continuation of Vladimir Putin’s
presidency, with the same policies applied in the same way, this book disagrees, arguing that Medvedev’s
foreign policy was significantly different from Putin’s. The book considers especially the relationship
between Russia and the Euro-Atlantic security configuration, including both NATO and the Organisation
for Security and Co-operation in Europe, a relationship of great importance to Russia, given constant
attention. It discusses a wide variety of issues, including "frozen conflicts", security co-operation and
nuclear weapons reductions, highlights the different tone and approach under Medvedev, exemplified
especially by his draft European Security Treaty, and shows how after Putin’s return to the presidency
there has been a shift in foreign policy, with much great emphasis on influencing Russia’s immediate
neighbours and on Eurasian union, and less emphasis on rapprochement and co-operation.
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From its inception in 2001, the United Russia Party has rapidly developed into a hugely successful,
organisationally-complex political party and key component of power. This book provides a much needed
analysis on United Russia by exploring the role of the party in the Russian political system, from 2000 to
2010. It explores the party empirically, as an impressive organisation in its own right, but also
theoretically, as an independent or explanatory variable able to illumine the larger development of
dominant-power politics in Russia in the same period. The book creates a model to understand the role of
political parties in electorally-based political systems and shows how United Russia conforms to this
model, and importantly, how the party also has unique features that affect its place in the political system.
The book goes on to argue that United Russia represents a ‘virtual’ party hegemony, an outcome of
political changes occurring elsewhere, and so a reversal of the typical relationship between parties and
power found in comparative literature. This has potentially far reaching implications for our
understanding of party dominance in the twenty-first century and also the sources of regime stability and
instability.
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