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Annie John Jamaica Kincaid
A revision guide to Annie John, by Jamaica
Kincaid.
In this delightful hybrid of a book—part
memoir and part travel journal—the
bestselling author takes us deep into the
mountains of Nepal with a trio of botanist
friends in search of native Himalayan
plants that will grow in her Vermont
garden. Alighting from a plane in the
dramatic Annapurna Valley, the ominous
signs of Nepal's Maoist guerrillas are all
around—an alarming presence that
accompanies the travelers throughout their
trek. Undaunted, the group sets off into
the mountains with Sherpas and bearers,
entering an exotic world of spectacular
landscapes, vertiginous slopes, isolated
villages, herds of yaks, and giant
rhododendron, thirty feet tall. The
landscape and flora and so much else of
what Kincaid finds in the
Himalaya—including fruit bats, colorful
Buddhist prayer flags, and the hated
leeches that plague much of the trip—are
new to her, and she approaches it all with
an acute sense of wonder and a deft eye
for detail. In beautiful, introspective
prose, Kincaid intertwines the harrowing
Maoist encounters with exciting botanical
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discoveries, fascinating daily details,
and lyrical musings on gardens, nature,
home, and family. From the Trade Paperback
edition.
A collection of thirty primary documents
and commentary that provide insight into
the historical, social, and cultural
contexts of Jamaica Kincaid's 1985 novel
"Annie John," with study questions, topics
for research papers, and lists of further
reading.
My Brother
Among Flowers
Jamaica Kincaid's 'Annie John'.
Self-assertion of a West-Indian Girl in
Jamaica Kincaid's "Annie John"
Literary Contexts in Novels
From "The Talk of the Town," Jamaica Kincaid's first
impressions of snobbish, mobbish New York Talk Pieces
is a collection of Jamaica Kincaid's original writing for the
New Yorker's "Talk of the Town," composed during the
time when she first came to the United States from
Antigua, from 1978 to 1983. Kincaid found a unique
voice, at once in sync with William Shawn's tone for the
quintessential elite insider's magazine, and (though
unsigned) all her own--wonderingly alive to the ironies
and screwball details that characterized her adopted city.
New York is a town that, in return, fast adopts those who
embrace it, and in these early pieces Kincaid discovers
many of its hilarious secrets and urban mannerisms. She
meets Miss Jamaica, visiting from Kingston, and escorts
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the reader to the West Indian-American Day parade in
Brooklyn; she sees Ed Koch don his "Cheshire-cat smile"
and watches Tammy Wynette autograph a copy of
Lattimore's Odyssey; she learns the worlds of publishing
and partying, of fashion and popular music, and how to
call a cauliflower a crudite. The book also records
Kincaid's development as a young writer--the newcomer
who sensitively records her impressions here takes root
to become one of our most respected authors.
In See Now Then, the brilliant and evocative new novel
from Jamaica Kincaid—her first in ten years—a marriage
is revealed in all its joys and agonies. This piercing
examination of the manifold ways in which the passing of
time operates on the human consciousness unfolds
gracefully, and Kincaid inhabits each of her
characters—a mother, a father, and their two children,
living in a small village in New England—as they move, in
their own minds, between the present, the past, and the
future: for, as she writes, "the present will be now then
and the past is now then and the future will be a now
then." Her characters, constrained by the world, despair
in their domestic situations. But their minds wander, trying
to make linear sense of what is, in fact, nonlinear. See
Now Then is Kincaid's attempt to make clear what is
unclear, and to make unclear what we assumed was
clear: that is, the beginning, the middle, and the end.
Since the publication of her first short-story collection, At
the Bottom of the River, which was nominated for a
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction, Kincaid has
demonstrated a unique talent for seeing beyond and
through the surface of things. In See Now Then, she
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envelops the reader in a world that is both familiar and
startling—creating her most emotionally and thematically
daring work yet.
Jamaica Kincaid's brother Devon Drew died of AIDS on
January 19, 1996, at the age of thirty-three. Kincaid's
incantatory, poetic, and often shockingly frank recounting
of her brother's life and death is also a story of her family
on the island of Antigua, a constellation centered on the
powerful, sometimes threatening figure of the writer's
mother. My Brother is an unblinking record of a life that
ended too early, and it speaks volumes about the difficult
truths at the heart of all families. My Brother is a 1997
National Book Award Finalist for Nonfiction.
A Literary Companion
Where the Land Meets the Body
The Mother Theme in Jamaica Kincaid's Fiction
Sexuality and Language in Jamaica Kincaid's Lucy and
Annie John
School Days
"Seeing the story illustrated with artwork
by Ricardo Cortés gives it new life, and
gives readers a whole new way of being
drawn in. Kincaid and Cortés also capture
the kind of wonder that children see new
experiences through, making this adventure
a particularly heartwarming read."
--Bookstr "Party has layers. It functions
as a subtle message about what it means to
witness horror to such a degree that we
lose our language for it; it is a quiet
story about coming of age, suddenly, as a
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young black girl because of what the world
shows us. It is about the many words our
silence can hold, the way our absences can
ring as loudly and discordantly as the
words we do feel able to say." --Literary
Hub "The book's effervescent pictures, and
its playful, secretive ending, will have
young readers paging through it again and
again, constructing stories and
observations of their own. Party: A
Mystery is an ideal gift for young
readers. The book will put kids's
curiosity to work during a busy holiday
season." --Alfred Hitchcock's Mystery
Magazine "Kincaid believes that, in
illustrating Party, Cortés only enhanced
the story's enigma, providing a greater
sense of intrigue and playfulness likely
to appeal to young readers." --Publishers
Weekly, from a Miami Book Fair 2019
feature "Each girl is so unique and
amiable that readers will be drawn into
the mystery before they know it,
desperately searching for clues. Cortés's
expressive paintings help to show the
characters' personalities and the setting,
providing some hidden hints to readers...A
charming book about character and suspense
that will be intriguing to many young
mystery readers." --School Library Journal
"This story by acclaimed author Kincaid
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gets new life in this picture book with
lush, glowingly realistic
illustrations...The artwork is gorgeous
and the feeling of being a kid who's a
little too short to see what's happening
will likely resonate with the target
audience." --Booklist "This send-up of the
Nancy Drew mysteries by Kincaid first
appeared as a 1980 New Yorker story about
a gala celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the first book's publication. Here,
Kincaid's piece is recast as a picture
book with dramatic artwork by
Cortés...Detailed, almost photographically
realistic portraits of girls and
partygoers by Cortés, shown against marble
architectural backdrops that suggest the
New York Public Library, engage
throughout...A gem." --Publishers Weekly
"A beautifully drawn picture book
adventure story that promises questions
that will grab children ages 3-7--but does
not guarantee an answer! Unique, uncommon,
entertaining, and thoroughly 'kid
friendly,' Party: A Mystery is
extraordinary and highly recommended."
--Midwest Book Review "The illustrations
and realism make Party a satisfying read
that will resonate with younger siblings
(or anyone who has experienced the
frustration of ignorance). Two other
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aspects of Party enhance what is already a
thoroughly satisfying book: the ending and
the fact that the party is in celebration
of Nancy Drew." --Glass of Wine, Glass of
Milk Three girls--Pam, Beth, and
Sue--attend a party to celebrate the
publication of the first of the Nancy Drew
mystery books. There are many distractions
at the fancy affair: flower arrangements,
partygoers, refreshments, and lots and
lots of marble. Suddenly, the oldest girl,
Pam, sees what can only be described as
something truly...bilious...not good! Beth
sees it too. The youngest, Sue, does not,
and as usual she has a hard time getting
anyone to tell her anything. Party: A
Mystery is a beautifully drawn adventure
story that promises questions that will
grab children, but does not guarantee an
answer.
The author of such books as At the Bottom
of the River and My Brother returns to
Antigua, the ten-by-twelve mile Caribbean
island where she grew up, to explore the
effects of colonialism. Reprint.
There is perhaps no other person who has
been so often and obsessively featured in
any writer’s canon as Jamaica Kincaid’s
mother, Annie Drew. In this provocative
new book, Daryl Dance argues that
everything Kincaid has written, regardless
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of its apparent theme, actually relates to
Kincaid’s efforts to free herself from her
mother, whether her subject is ostensibly
other family members, her home nation, a
precolonial world, or even Kincaid
herself.A devoted reader of Kincaid’s
work, Dance had long been aware of the
author’s love-hate relationship with her
mother, but it was not until reading the
2008 essay "The Estrangement" that Dance
began to ponder who this woman named Annie
Victoria Richardson Drew really was. Dance
decided to seek the answers herself,
embarking on a years-long journey to
unearth the real Annie Drew. Through
interviews and extensive research, Dance
has pieced together a fuller, more
contextualized picture in an attempt to
tell Annie Drew’s story. Previous analyses
of Kincaid’s relationship with her mother
have not gone beyond the writer’s own
carefully orchestrated and sometimes
contrived portraits of her. In Search of
Annie Drew offers an alternate reading of
Kincaid’s work that expands our
understanding of the object of such
passionate love and such ferocious hatred,
an ordinary woman who became an
unforgettable literary figure through her
talented daughter’s renderings.
Jamaica Kincaid's Annie John
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At the Bottom of the River
Jamaica Kincaid's Annie John and
Autobiography of My Mother
A Mystery
A Walk in the Himalaya

A brilliant look at colonialism and its
effects in Antigua--by the author of
Annie John "If you go to Antigua as a
tourist, this is what you will see. If
you come by aeroplane, you will land at
the V. C. Bird International Airport.
Vere Cornwall (V. C.) Bird is the Prime
Minister of Antigua. You may be the
sort of tourist who would wonder why a
Prime Minister would want an airport
named after him--why not a school, why
not a hospital, why not some great
public monument. You are a tourist and
you have not yet seen . . ." So begins
Jamaica Kincaid's expansive essay,
which shows us what we have not yet
seen of the ten-by-twelve-mile island
in the British West Indies where she
grew up. Lyrical, sardonic, and
forthright by turns, in a Swiftian
mode, A Small Place cannot help but
amplify our vision of one small place
and all that it signifies.
A seventy-year-old West Indian woman
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looks back over the course of her life
and examines the relationships that
have given meaning to her existence
The story of an ordinary man, his
century, and his home: "Kincaid's most
poetic and affecting novel to date"
(Robert Antoni, The Washington Post
Book World) Jamaica Kincaid's first
obssession, the island of Antigua,
comes vibrantly to life under the gaze
of Mr. Potter, an illiterate taxi
chauffeur who makes his living along
the roads that pass through the only
towns he has ever seen and the
graveyard where he will be buried. The
sun shines squarely overhead, the ocean
lies on every side, and suppressed
passion fills the air. Ignoring the
legacy of his father, a poor fisherman,
and his mother, who committed suicide,
Mr. Potter struggles to live at ease
amid his surroundings: to purchase a
car, to have girlfriends, and to shake
off the encumbrance of his
daughters—one of whom will return to
Antigua after he dies and tell his
story with equal measures of distance
and sympathy. In Mr. Potter, Kincaid
breathes life into a figure unlike any
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other in contemporary fiction, an
individual consciousness emerging
gloriously out of an unexamined life.
Understanding Jamaica Kincaid's "Annie
John":a Student...
A Study Guide for Jamaica Kincaid's
Annie John
Understanding Jamaica Kincaid
Jamaica Kincaid's Mother and Muse
Roman
The island of Antigua is a magical place: growing up there should
be a sojourn in paradise for young Annie John. But, as in the basket
of green figs carried on her mother's head, there is a snake hidden
somewhere within. Annie John begins by adoring her beautiful
mother, but inexplicably she comes to hate her. Adolescence takes
this brilliant, headstrong girl into open rebellions and secret
discoveries - and finally to a crisis of emotions that wrenches her
away from her island home.
One of our finest writers on one of her greatest loves. Jamaica
Kincaid's first garden in Vermont was a plot in the middle of her
front lawn. There, to the consternation of more experienced friends,
she planted only seeds of the flowers she liked best. In My Garden
(Book) she gathers all she loves about gardening and plants, and
examines it generously, passionately, and with sharp, idiosyncratic
discrimination. Kincaid's affections are matched in intensity only by
her dislikes. She loves spring and summer but cannot bring herself
to love winter, for it hides the garden. She adores the rhododendron
Jane Grant, and appreciates ordinary Blue Lake string beans, but
abhors the Asiatic lily. The sources of her inspiration -- seed
catalogues, the gardener Gertrude Jekyll, gardens like Monet's at
Giverny -- are subjected to intense scrutiny. She also examines the
idea of the garden on Antigua, where she grew up. My Garden
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(Book) is an intimate, playful, and penetrating book on gardens, the
plants that fill them, and the persons who tend them.
ABSTRACT: Critics of Jamaica Kincaid have often overlooked her
radical contribution to identity politics in Caribbean literature. They
argue that her writing does not have the same desire or potential to
resist colonialism that scholars see in the larger community of
Caribbean writers. They say that novels such as Annie John are
apolitical or ahistorical because of Kincaid's close focus on
domestic issues.
Jamaica Kincaid
Maternal Shadows and Colonial Ghosts in Jamaica Kincaid's Annie
John
Understanding Jamaica Kincaid's Annie John
Mr. Potter
A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents

Annie JohnA NovelMacmillan
School Days (Chemin-d’Ecole) is a
captivating narrative based on Patrick
Chamoiseau’s childhood in Fort-de-France,
Martinique. It is a revelatory account of
the colonial world that shaped one of the
liveliest and most creative voices in
French and Caribbean literature today.
Through the eyes of the boy Chamoiseau, we
meet his severe, Francophile teacher, a
man intent upon banishing all remnants of
Creole from his students’ speech. This
domineering man is succeeded by an equally
autocratic teacher, an Africanist and
proponent of “Negritude.” Along the way we
are also introduced to Big Bellybutton,
the class scapegoat, whose tales of Creole
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heroes and heroines, magic, zombies, and
fantastic animals provide a fertile
contrast to the imported French fairy
tales told in school. In prose punctuated
by Creolisms and ribald humor, Chamoiseau
infuses the universal terrors, joys, and
disappointments of a child’s early school
days with the unique experiences of a
Creole boy forced to confront the dominant
culture in a colonial school. School Days
mixes understanding with laughter,
knowledge with entertainment—in ways that
will fascinate and delight readers of all
ages.
«Il genio ha molte sorprese, e una di
queste è la geografia» ha scritto Derek
Walcott a proposito di Jamaica Kincaid. Ed
è proprio la geografia di Antigua, così
accecante e celeste, a permeare la prosa
incantatoria del suo primo romanzo: gli
alisei, i riti della pesca e dell’obeah si
confondono in un’unica musica palpitante,
mentre l’albero del pane e le sgargianti
poinciane stonano con la chiesa anglicana,
con la divisa scolastica, con i quaderni
che hanno in copertina la regina Vittoria.
E intanto Annie John cresce in una felice
solitudine, al centro dell’universo della
sua bellissima, giovane madre. Ma poi, la
catastrofe: Annie «diventa signorina», e
la madre, che come una divinità può dare e
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togliere tutto, incomprensibilmente si
trasforma in un’algida nemica. «Io vivevo
in un paradiso così» dice Annie dei suoi
anni di bambina; ma ogni paradiso ha il
suo «orribile serpente», e sarà un
tormentoso duello quotidiano a scandire il
suo furente ingresso nell’adolescenza.
The Institutional Structuring of
Subjectivity in Jamaica Kincaid's Annie
John, a Small Place, and Lucy
Inventing the Self
A Small Place
A Novel
My Garden (Book)
A comprehensive survey of the life and works of a writer
deeply invested in themes of exile and exploitation
In this subtly haunting novel, a married woman
confesses her encounter with a mysterious man, which
threatens the stilted calm of life in a Paris suburb.
Echoing the acclaimed and unsettling film Sundays and
Cybèle from 1962, A Sunday in Ville-d’Avray is suffused
with the same feeling of disquiet: Two sisters meet as the
light is fading in a detached house in Ville-d’Avray, each
filled with the memory of their childhood hopes and
fears, their insatiable desire for the romantic, for wild
landscapes worthy of Jane Eyre, and for a mad love, all
concealed beneath the appearance of a sensible life.
Claire Marie, considered by most to be a dreamy, passive
sort of person, suddenly breaks from the everyday by
confiding in her sister about an unlikely meeting in this
seemingly peaceful provincial town. To her listener’s
amazement, she tells of her wanderings around the
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Fausses-Reposes forest, the Corot Ponds, and the
suburban train stations, and the lurking dangers she
encountered there. In this arresting novel reminiscent of
Simenon, Dominique Barbéris explores the great depths
of the human soul, troubled like the waters of the ponds.
Lucy, a teenage girl from the West Indies, comes to
America to work as an au pair for a wealthy couple. She
begins to notice cracks in their beautiful façade at the
same time that the mysteries of own sexuality begin to
unravel. Jamaica Kincaid has created a startling new
heroine who is destined to win a place of honor in
contemporary fiction.
"Annie John"
A Story
The Subverted Subversion of Jamaica Kincaid's Annie
John
In Search of Annie Drew
The Autobiography of My Mother

Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,
University of Education Ludwigsburg, language: English,
abstract: One of the most basic and insightful bonds
women form with each other is that of a mother and
daughter. The different stages that a mother and her
daughter are going through during their lives and the
insuperable unity they have is a fact that people have been
reflecting about at all times. The impact that a mother has
on her daughter is huge no matter how distinct their
relationship is. Passing on values, protecting the child and
showing unconditional love are some of the main tasks of
being a mother. But what if the mother fails to complete
these tasks? Jamaica Kincaid grew up in Antigua and was
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raised by a father who was never there and a mother who
gave all her attention to her brothers. She fled the island at
the age of seventeen, left her family as well as her name
behind and entered North America as Jamaica Kincaid.
Even though she came to terms with the past, she copes
with her experiences through writing books. Kincaid's
tight, lyrical prose guides the reader through memories of
her mother and her childhood. Due to her lifestory,
Jamaica Kincaid manages to portray her fiction in an
extremely pure and touching way. In the following, I will
take a closer look at her biography and origin. I will also
analize two of her novels, Autobiography of my mother
and Annie John and interpret them in regard to the
mother theme.
The theme of lost childhood remains constant in this short
fictional narrative of rebellious Annie John's coming of
age on the small island of Antigua
A unique and valuable source of primary materials that
will help students understand the historical, social, and
cultural contexts of the novel.
Lucy
See Now Then
Party
Talk Stories
A Sunday in Ville-d'Avray
As a writer who has been quoted as saying she
writes to save her life- that is she couldn't
write, she would be a revolutionary- Antiguan
novelist Jamaica Kincaid translates this
passion into searing, exhilarating prose. Her
weaving of history, autobiography, fiction,
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and polemic has won her a large readership.
In this first book-length study of her work,
Moira Ferguson examines all of Kincaid's
writing up to 1992, focusing especially o
their entwinement of personal and political
identity. In doing so, she draws a parallel
between the dynamics of the mother-daughter
relationship in Kincaid's fiction and the
more political relationship of the colonizer
and the colonized. Ferguson calls this effect
the "doubled mother"- a conception of
motherhood as both colonial and biological.
A Study Guide for Jamaica Kincaid's "Annie
John," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels
for Students.This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust
Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.
Changing her name early in her career because
her parents disapproved of her writing,
Jamaica Kincaid crossed audiences to embrace
feminist, American, postcolonial and world
literature. This book offers an introduction
and guided overview of her characters, plots,
humor, symbols, and classic themes. Designed
for students, fans, librarians, and teachers,
the 84 A-to-Z entries combine commentary from
interviewers, feminist historians, and book
critics with numerous citations from primary
and secondary sources and comparative
literature. The companion features a
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chronology of Kincaid's life, West Indies
heritage and works, and includes a character
name chart.
Wretched Daughters in Jamaica Kincaid's Annie
John, Lucy and The Autobiography of My Mother
Annie John
Dissimulating Women
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