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An Introduction To Empirical Legal
Research
The empirical study of law, legal systems and legal
institutions is widely viewed as one of the most
exciting and important intellectual developments in
the modern history of legal research. Motivated by a
conviction that legal phenomena can and should be
understood not only in normative terms but also as
social practices of political, economic and ethical
significance, empirical legal researchers have used
quantitative and qualitative methods to illuminate
many aspects of law's meaning, operation and impact.
In the 43 chapters of The Oxford Handbook of
Empirical Legal Research leading scholars provide
accessible and original discussions of the history, aims
and methods of empirical research about law, as well
as its achievements and potential. The Handbook has
three parts. The first deals with the development and
institutional context of empirical legal research. The
second - and largest - part consists of critical accounts
of empirical research on many aspects of the legal
world - on criminal law, civil law, public law,
regulatory law and international law; on lawyers,
judicial institutions, legal procedures and evidence;
and on legal pluralism and the public understanding of
law. The third part introduces readers to the methods
of empirical research, and its place in the law school
curriculum.
This insightful Research Handbook provides a
definitive overview of the New Legal Realism (NLR)
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movement, reaching beyond historical and national
boundaries to form new conversations. Drawing on
deep roots within the law-and-society tradition, it
demonstrates the powerful virtues of new legal realist
research and its attention to the challenges of
translation between social science and law. It explores
an impressive range of contemporary issues including
immigration, policing, globalization, legal education,
and access to justice, concluding with and examination
of how different social science disciplines intersect
with NLR.
This is a comprehensive look at the challenges
legislators face in regulating related party
transactions in a socially beneficial way.
Federal judges are not just robots or politicians in
robes, yet their behavior is not well understood, even
among themselves. Using statistical methods, a
political scientist, an economist, and a judge construct
a unified theory of judicial decision-making to dispel
the mystery of how decisions from district courts to
the Supreme Court are made.
Empirical Approaches to Legal Aspects of KnowledgeEconomy Business Models
Research Methods for Law
Handbook on Resilience of Socio-Technical Systems
A Political Science Student’s Practical Guide
Law and Economics
Research Handbook on International Law and Social
Rights
Google’s has proved to be one of the most
successful business models in today’s
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knowledge economy. Its services and
applications have become part of our dayto-day life. However, Google has
repeatedly been accused of acting outside
the law in the development of services
such as Adwords, Googlebooks or YouTube.
One of the main purposes of this book is
to assess whether those accusations are
well-founded. But more important than
that, this book provides a deeper
reflection: are current legal systems
adapted to business models such as that of
Google or are they conceived for an
industrial economy? Do the various
lawsuits involving Google show an
evolution of the existing legal framework
that might favour the flourishing of other
knowledge-economy businesses? Or do they
simply reflect that Google has gone too
far? What lessons can other knowledgebased businesses learn from all the
disputes in which Google has been or is
involved? This book is valuable reading
for legal practitioners and academics in
the field of information technologies and
intellectual property law, economists
interested in knowledge-economy business
models and sociologists interested in
internet and social networks. Dr. Aurelio
Lopez-Tarruella is Senior Lecturer in
Private International Law at the
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University of Alicante, Spain.
Drawing on a range of approaches from the
social sciences and humanities, this
handbook explores theoretical and
empirical perspectives that address the
articulation of law in society, and the
social character of the rule of law. The
vast field of socio-legal studies provides
multiple lenses through which law can be
considered. Rather than seeking to define
the field of socio-legal studies, this
book takes up the experiences of
researchers within the field. First-hand
accounts of socio-legal research projects
allow the reader to engage with diverse
theoretical and methodological approaches
within this fluid interdisciplinary area.
The book provides a rich resource for
those interested in deepening their
understanding of the variety of theories
and methods available when law is studied
in its broadest social context, as well as
setting those within the history of the
socio-legal movement. The chapters
consider multiple disciplinary lenses –
including feminism, anthropology and
sociology – as well as a variety of
methodologies, including: narrative,
visual and spatial, psychological,
economic and epidemiological approaches.
Moreover, these are applied in a range of
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substantive contexts such as online hate
speech, environmental law, biotechnology,
research in post-conflict situations, race
and LGBT+ lawyers. The handbook brings
together younger contributors and some of
the best-known names in the socio-legal
field. It offers a fresh perspective on
the past, present and future of sociolegal
studies that will appeal to students and
scholars with relevant interests in a
range of subjects, including law,
sociology and politics.
Concepts shape how we understand and
participate in international legal
affairs. They are an important site for
order, struggle and change. This
comprehensive and authoritative volume
introduces a large number of concepts that
have shaped, at various points in history,
international legal practice and thought;
intimates at how the many projects of
international law have grappled with, and
influenced, the world through certain
concepts; and introduces new concepts into
the discipline.
Illustrated with case studies from across
the globe, Contesting Human Rights
provides an innovative approach to human
rights, and examines the barriers and
changing pathways to the full realisation
of these rights. Presenting a thorough
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proposal for the reframing of human
rights, the volume suggests that new
opportunities at, and below, the state
level, and creative pathways of global
governance can help reconstruct human
rights in the face of modern challenges.
Empirical Inquires
Research Handbook on Islamic Law and
Society
Luhmann and Socio-Legal Research
Empirical Perspectives
Empirical Methods in Law
Google and the Law

This exciting textbook introduces the basic tenets and
methodologies of empirical legal research. Explaining
how to initiate and conduct empirical research projects,
how to evaluate the methods used and how to analyze
and engage with the results, Kees van den Bos provides a
vibrant and reliable primer for students and
practitioners looking to engage actively in legal
research.
Empirical Legal Research describes how to investigate
the roles of legislation, regulation, legal policies and
other legal arrangements at play in society. It is
invaluable as a guide to legal scholars, practitioners and
students on how to do empirical legal research, covering
history, methods, evidence, growth of knowledge and
links with normativity. This multidisciplinary approach
combines insights and approaches from different social
sciences, evaluation studies, Big Data analytics and
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empirically informed ethics. The authors present an
overview of the roots of this blossoming interdisciplinary
domain, going back to legal realism, the fields of law,
economics and the social sciences, and also to civilology
and evaluation studies. The book addresses not only data
analysis and statistics, but also how to formulate
adequate research problems, to use (and test) different
types of theories (explanatory and intervention theories)
and to apply new forms of literature research to the field
of law such as the systematic, rapid and realist reviews
and synthesis studies. The choice and architecture of
research designs, the collection of data, including Big
Data, and how to analyze and visualize data are also
covered. The book discusses the tensions between the
normative character of law and legal issues and the
descriptive and causal character of empirical legal
research, and suggests ways to help handle this seeming
disconnect. This comprehensive guide is vital reading
for law practitioners as well as for students and
researchers dealing with regulation, legislation and
other legal arrangements.
Provides students with a method for applying economic
analysis to the study of legal rules and institutions. Four
key areas of law are covered: property; contracts; torts;
and crime and punishment. Added examples and cases
help to clarify economic applications further.
This book discusses the designs and applications of the
social systems theory (built by Niklas Luhmann,
1927–1998) in relation to empirical socio-legal studies.
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This is a sociological and legal theory known for its
highly complex and abstract conceptual apparatus. But
how to change its scale in order to study more localised
phenomena, and to deal with empirical data, such as
case law, statutes, constitutions and regulation? This is
the concern of a wide variety of scholars from many
regions engaged in this volume. It focuses on
methodological discussions and empirical examples
concerning the innovations and potentials that
functional and systemic approaches can bring to the
study of legal phenomena (institutions building,
argumentation and dispute-settlement), in the interface
with economy and regulation, and with politics and
public policies. It also discusses connections and
contrasts with other jurisprudential approaches – for
instance, with critical theory, law and economics, and
traditional empirical research in law. Two decades after
Luhmann’s death, the 21st century has brought
countless transformations in technologies and
institutions. These changes, resulting in a hyperconnected, ultra-interactive world society bring
operational and reflective challenges to the functional
systems of law, politics and economy, to social
movements and protests, and to major organisational
systems, such as courts and enterprises, parliaments and
public administration. Pursuing an empirical approach,
this book details the variable forms by which systems
construct their own structures and semantics and
‘irritate’ each other. Engaging Luhmann’s theoretical
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apparatus with empirical research in law, this book will
be of interest to students and researchers in the field of
socio-legal studies, the sociology of law, legal history
and jurisprudence.
Advanced Introduction to Legal Research Methods
Empirical Legal Research
The Oxford Handbook of Empirical Legal Research
Methodological Reflections on Law and Regulation in
Late Modernity
Idea and Methods of Legal Research
Novel Entanglements of Law and Technology
Although American scholars sometimes consider
European legal scholarship as old-fashioned
and inward-looking and Europeans often
perceive American legal scholarship as
amateur social science, both traditions share
a joint challenge. If legal scholarship
becomes too much separated from practice,
legal scholars will ultimately make
themselves superfluous. If legal scholars, on
the other hand, cannot explain to other
disciplines what is academic about their
research, which methodologies are typical,
and what separates proper research from
mediocre or poor research, they will probably
end up in a similar situation. Therefore we
need a debate on what unites legal academics
on both sides of the Atlantic. Should legal
scholarship aspire to the status of a science
and gradually adopt more and more of the
methods, (quality) standards, and practices
of other (social) sciences? What sort of
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methods do we need to study law in its social
context and how should legal scholarship deal
with the challenges posed by globalization?
This timely book tells the story of the smart
technologies that reconstruct our world, by
provoking their most salient functionality:
the prediction and preemption of our day-today activities, preferences, health and
credit risks, criminal intent and
This comprehensive Research Handbook offers a
comparative overview of the history, nature
and current status of social rights at the
universal and regional level. Tracing their
evolution from rather modest beginnings, to
becoming the category of rights responding
most accurately to the 21st century’s policy
objectives of poverty eradication and
equitable resource allocation, this Research
Handbook assesses the mechanisms used to
enhance the implementation and enforcement of
social rights.
Leading empirical legal scholars from around
the world explore whether and under what
conditions the judicial process is efficient.
Empirical Processes with Applications to
Statistics
Handbook on the Changing Geographies of the
State
Rethinking Legal Scholarship
Smart Technologies and the End(s) of Law
Research Handbook on Modern Legal Realism
On the Empirical and the Lyrical

This book covers a broad range of legal topics relating to
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the fields of bioinformatics and medical informatics,
which relate to the intersection of biomedical information
and computer programming within the contexts of
scientific research, product development and healthcare
delivery. A number of usually distinct bodies of legal
doctrine come together in this area, sometimes
overlapping, sometimes colliding in unexpected ways.
Key issues discussed in the book include: An overview of
the current landscape of bioinformatics and medical
informatics A focus on the legal issues arising from the
development and acquisition of informatics tools for use
in a laboratory or healthcare setting Developments in
patent and innovation law that are important for
informatics applications A discussion of institutions and
collaborative arrangements in which informatics
applications are developed and used today Data
protection and privacy issues applicable to informatics
applications in the U.S. and Europe. While no single
work can cover the entire set of legal issues arising from
large, dynamic and complex fields such as bioinformatics
and medical informatics, this book strives to offer the
reader insight into some of the major legal trends and
considerations applicable to these fields today.
The Research Handbook on Islamic Law and Society
provides an examination of the role of Islamic law as it
applies in Muslim and non-Muslim societies through
legislation, fatwa, court cases, sermons, media, or
scholarly debate. It illuminates the intersection of social,
political, economic and cultural factors that inform Islamic
Law across a number of jurisdictions. Chapters evaluate
when and how actors and institutions have turned to
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Islamic law to address problems faced by societies in
Muslim and, in some cases, Western states.
Is the death penalty a more effective deterrent than
lengthy prison sentences? Does a judge's gender
influence their decisions? Do independent judiciaries
promote economic freedom? Answering such questions
requires empirical evidence, and arguments based on
empirical research have become an everyday part of
legal practice, scholarship, and teaching. In litigation
judges are confronted with empirical evidence in cases
ranging from bankruptcy and taxation to criminal law and
environmental infringement. In academia researchers
are increasingly turning to sophisticated empirical
methods to assess and challenge fundamental
assumptions about the law. As empirical methods impact
on traditional legal scholarship and practice, new forms
of education are needed for today's lawyers. All lawyers
asked to present or assess empirical arguments need to
understand the fundamental principles of social science
methodology that underpin sound empirical research. An
Introduction to Empirical Legal Research introduces that
methodology in a legal context, explaining how empirical
analysis can inform legal arguments; how lawyers can
set about framing empirical questions, conducting
empirical research, analysing data, and presenting or
evaluating the results. The fundamentals of
understanding quantitative and qualitative data,
statistical models, and the structure of empirical
arguments are explained in a way accessible to lawyers
with or without formal training in statistics. Written by two
of the world's leading experts in empirical legal analysis,
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drawing on years of experience in training lawyers in
empirical methods, An Introduction to Empirical Legal
Research will be an invaluable primer for all students,
academics, or practising lawyers coming to empirical
research - whether they are embarking themselves on an
empirical research project, or engaging with empirical
arguments in their field of study, research, or practice.
Written by Ernst Hirsch Ballin, this original Advanced
Introduction uncovers the foundations of legal research
methods, an area of legal scholarship distinctly lacking in
standardisation. The author shows how such methods
differ along critical, empirical, and fundamental lines, and
how our understanding of these is crucial to overcoming
crises and restoring trust in the law. Key topics include a
consideration of law as a normative language and an
examination of the common objects of legal research.
Empirical Views on European Gambling Law and
Addiction
Conducting Empirical Analysis
An Economics Perspective on the Legal Profession and
the Case for Fundamental Reform
Normativity in Legal Sociology
Bioinformatics, Medical Informatics and the Law
Public Opinion in Action

Empirical Methods in Law brings the basic
principles and concepts of social-science research to
the desks of law students and lawyers who expect to
work with data experts. Now available in a second
edition, the updated text continues its focus on
explaining basic principles and concepts in an
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intuitive style requiring no prior knowledge of math
or statistics. The text also continues its emphasis on
the importance of research design as well as
statistical methods. Among the features of the
second edition: * Available in softcover and
competitively priced, making the book accessible
either as a principal course text or as a
supplemental text * A significantly streamlined book
without loss of important content or topics from the
first edition * An extensive online set of resources:
Teachers Manual, PowerPoint slides, problems,
example datasets, bibliography, glossary of terms *
A detailed index that allows readers to quickly
identify coverage of specific topics * Broad
perspectives from three authors from three different
methodological traditions that results in a
presentation of general best practices * Generous
use of examples from the legal world that show how
empirical techniques are applied in a range of
substantive legal areas * Coverage of topics often
overlooked in the research process such as data
coding or communication of results * Sidebars with
in-depth treatment of specific topics
This authoritative Handbook presents a
comprehensive analysis of the spatial
transformation of the state; a pivotal process of
globalization. It explores the state as an ongoing
project that is always changing, illuminating the
new spaces of geopolitics that arise from these
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political, social, cultural, and environmental
negotiations.
This book contains the papers prepared for a
conference held at the Wisconsin Law School in
2011 to honour the work of Stewart Macaulay, one
of the most famous contracts scholars of his
generation. Macaulay has been writing about
contracts and contract law for over 50 years; the
1960s were particularly productive years for him,
when he introduced many novel ideas into the
scholarly world. Macaulay's foundational work for
what is now called relational contract theory was
published during this period. Macaulay is also
known for his use of empirical research and
interdisciplinary theories to illuminate our
knowledge of contracting practices. The papers in
this volume reflect, in diverse ways, on the
subsequent influence and the contemporary
relevance of Macaulay's work. All the contributors
are important contracts scholars in their own right:
David Campbell and John Wightman from the UK,
Brian Bix, Jay Feinman, Robert Gordon, Claire Hill,
Charles Knapp, Ethan Leib, Deborah Post, Edward
Rubin, Carol Sanger, Robert Scott, Gordon Smith,
Josh Whitford (with Li-Wen Lin) and William
Woodward from the USA. The volume also
reproduces Macaulay's most cited paper, 'NonContractual Relations in Business', and excerpts
from two other important papers of his, 'Private
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Legislation and the Duty to Read-Business Run by
IBM Machine, the Law of Contracts and Credit
Cards', and 'The Real and The Paper Deal: Empirical
Pictures of Relationships, Complexity and the Urge
for Transparent Simple Rules'.
Elgar Advanced Introductions are stimulating and
thoughtful introductions to major fields in the social
sciences, business and law, expertly written by the
world's leading scholars. Designed to be accessible
yet rigorous, they offer concise and lucid surveys of
the substantive and policy issues associated with
discrete subject areas. Herbert Kritzer presents a
clear introduction to the history, methods and
substance of empirical legal research (ELR).
Quantitative methods dominate in empirical legal
research, but an important segment of the field
draws on qualitative methods, such as semistructured interviews and observation. In this book
both methodologies are explored alongside
systematic data analysis. Offering an overview of
the broad ELR literature, the institutions of the law,
the central actors of the law, and the subjects of the
law are each addressed in this highly readable
account that will be essential reading for legal
researchers. Key features include: - Summaries of
the history of empirical legal research - A clear
introduction to methods in empirical legal research Coverage of both quantitative and qualitative
methods and research - A readable guide to the
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impact and rationale of different methodologies.
This relatively short book provides an invaluable
quick introduction for students, scholars, legal
professionals and policy professionals.
Contesting Human Rights
As We Forgive Our Debtors
Introduction to Empirical Processes and
Semiparametric Inference
Concepts for International Law
The Law and Finance of Related Party Transactions
Bankruptcy and Consumer Credit in America
Originally published in 1986, this
valuable reference provides a detailed
treatment of limit theorems and
inequalities for empirical processes of
real-valued random variables; applications
of the theory to censored data, spacings,
rank statistics, quantiles, and many
functionals of empirical processes,
including a treatment of bootstrap
methods; and a summary of inequalities
that are useful for proving limit
theorems. At the end of the Errata
section, the authors have supplied
references to solutions for 11 of the 19
Open Questions provided in the book's
original edition. Audience: researchers in
statistical theory, probability theory,
biostatistics, econometrics, and computer
science.
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Herbert M. Kritzer is the Marvin J.
Sonosky Chair of Law and Public Policy at
the University of Minnesota Law School.
--Book Jacket.
This book analyses the voluminous and
meandering case law on gambling of the
Court of Justice from an empirical
perspective. It offers a comprehensive
overview of the legal situation of
gambling services in the EU Single Market.
Additionally, the book presents the
current state of research on gambling
addiction. It then seeks to answer the
central research question as to what
extent the views of the Court of Justice
on gambling find support in empirical
evidence. The Court of Justice granted
exceptionally wide discretion to the
Member States due to a so-called ‘peculiar
nature’ of games of chance. With the
margin of appreciation having played a key
role, the book inquires whether the Court
of Justice followed the principles and
criteria that normally steer the use of
this doctrine. Noting the Court’s special
approach, the book elaborates on its
causes and consequences. Throughout the
book, the approach of the Court of Justice
is contrasted with that of its sister
court, the EFTA Court. Finally, the
potential role of the precautionary
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principle and of EU fundamental rights in
the area of gambling law is examined.
Situated at the intersection of law and
science, this book seeks to bridge the
legal and scientific perspectives and the
unique vocabularies common to each. It
illustrates the direct relevance of
science and empirical research for court
cases and policy making. And it contrasts
science-informed policy making with the ongoing morality discourse on gambling.
Bankruptcy in America is a booming
business, with hundreds of thousands of
ordinary Americans filing for bankruptcy
each year. Is this dramatic growth a
result of mushrooming debt or does it
reflect a moral decline that permits the
middle class to evade their debts? As We
Forgive Our Debtors addresses these
questions with hard empirical data drawn
from bankruptcy court filings. The authors
of this multidisciplinary study describe
the law and the statistics in clear,
nontechnical language, combining a
thorough statistical description of the
social and economic position of consumer
bankrupts with human portraits of the
debtors and creditors whose journeys have
ended in bankruptcy court. Book jacket.
A Guidance Book for Lawyers, Legislators
and Regulators
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The Legitimacy of Investment Arbitration
Empirical Research and Writing
Norms, Institutions and Practice
A Transatlantic Dialogue
Contributions to Disciplinary Thought
Legal research examines subject matter
enshrouded in social circumstances in
order to conceptualize theories and
prepare a future course of action. This
dynamic, inter-disciplinary, and
labyrinthine character of legal research
requires researchers to be fluid,
eclectic, and analytical in their
approach. Idea and Methods of Legal
Research unearths how the thinking process
is to be streamlined in research, how a
theme is built on the basis of
comprehensive and intensive study, and the
paths through which notions of
objectivity, feminism, ethics, and
purposive character of knowledge are to be
understood. The book first explains the
meaning, evolution, and scope of legal
research, and discusses objectivity and
ethics in legal research. It engages with
the requirements, advantages, and limits
of various doctrinal and non-doctrinal
methods and tools, and the points to be
considered in selecting a suitable method
or combination of methods. It highlights
analytical, historical, philosophical,
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comparative, qualitative, and quantitative
methods of legal research. The book then
goes on to discuss the use of multi-method
legal research, policy research, action
research, and feminist legal research and
finally, reflects on research-based
critical legal writing, as opposed to
client-related legal writing. This book,
thus, is a comprehensive answer to key
questions one faces in legal research.
Herbert Kritzer presents a clear
introduction to the history, methods and
substance of empirical legal research
(ELR). Quantitative methods dominate in
empirical legal research, but an important
segment of the field draws on qualitative
methods, such as semi-structured
interviews and observation. In this book
both methodologies are explored alongside
systematic data analysis. Offering an
overview of the broad ELR literature, the
institutions of the law, the central
actors of the law, and the subjects of the
law are each addressed in this highly
readable account that will be essential
reading for legal researchers.
This book bridges a scholarly divide
between empirical and normative theorizing
about procedural justice in the context of
relations of power between citizens and
the state. Empirical research establishes
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that people’s understanding of procedural
justice is shaped by relational factors. A
central premise of this volume is that
this research is significant but needs to
be complemented by normative theorizing
that draws on relational theories of
ethics and justice to explain the moral
significance of procedures and make
normative sense of people’s concerns about
relational factors. The chapters in Part 1
provide comprehensive reviews of empirical
studies of procedural justice in policing,
courts and prisons. Part 2 explores
empirical and normative perspectives on
procedural justice and legitimacy. Part 3
examines philosophical approaches to
procedural justice. Part 4 considers the
implications of a relational perspective
for the design of procedures in a range of
legal contexts. This collection will be of
interest to a wide academic readership in
philosophy, law, psychology and
criminology.
Introduces students to legalistic,
theoretical, empirical, comparative and
cross-disciplinary research methods,
grounded in working examplesNew for this
editionNew chapter on inter- and crossdisciplinary research essential reading
for international students and students
with a non-law first degree undertaking
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research in the areas of law, criminology,
psychology and sociologyResearch ethics
has been expanded to a full chapter that
includes current plagiarism and imperfect
disclosureBrings existing chapters up to
date with the newest thinking in legal
researchDrawing on actual research
projects, Research Methods for Law
discusses how legal research as process
impacts on research as product. The author
team has a broad range of teaching and
research experience in law, criminal
justice and socio-legal studies, and give
examples from real-life research products
to illustrate the theory.
The Behavior of Federal Judges
Selection and Decision in Judicial Process
Around the World
Trouble at the Bar
Advanced Introduction to Empirical Legal
Research
A Primer
Revisiting the Contracts Scholarship of
Stewart Macaulay

Deregulating the legal profession will
benefit society by improving access to
legal services and the efficacy of
public policies. Lawyers dominate a
judicial system that has come under
fire for limiting access to its
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services to primarily the most affluent
members of society. Lawyers also have a
pervasive influence throughout other
parts of government. This is the first
book offering a critical comprehensive
overview of the legal profession’s role
in failing to serve the majority of the
public and in contributing to the
formation of inefficient public
policies that reduce public welfare. In
Trouble at the Bar, the authors use an
economic approach to provide empirical
support for legal reformers who are
concerned about their own profession.
The authors highlight the adverse
effects of the legal profession’s selfregulation, which raises the cost of
legal education, decreases the supply
of lawyers, and limits the public’s
access to justice to the point where,
in general, only certified lawyers can
execute even simple contracts. At the
same time, barriers to entry that limit
competition create a closed environment
that inhibits valid approaches to
analyzing and solving legal problems
that are at the heart of effective
public policy. Deregulating the legal
profession, the authors argue, would
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allow more people to provide a variety
of legal services without jeopardizing
their quality, reduce the cost of those
services, spur competition and
innovation in the private sector, and
increase the quality of lawyers who
pursue careers in the public sector.
Legal practitioners would enjoy more
fulfilling careers, and society in
general and its most vulnerable members
in particular would benefit greatly.
This important volume examines rights
from an inter-disciplinary law and
society perspective, beginning with the
premise that the most basic functions
of rights requires the empirical study
of rights consciousness and claiming
behavior. As such the volume includes
articles and essays by political
scientists, historians, lawyers, and
sociologists which place the study of
ordinary citizens' understandings of
rights, and what actions they take
based on that knowledge, at the
forefront of an empirical research
agenda. This has important implications
for law's capacity to achieve social
change and can lead to better
understanding of how rights can and
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should operate in a social and legal
system. The volume is organized around
the social movements and political
processes which give rise to rights,
the processes by which people come to
understand they enjoy a right, the
decision to invoke the right either
formally or informally, and the
organizational and institutional
constraints and opportunities for
exercising rights.
The field of socio-legal research has
encountered three fundamental
challenges over the last three decades
– it has been criticized for paying
insufficient attention to legal
doctrine, for failing to develop a
sound theoretical foundation and for
not keeping pace with the effects of
the increasing globalization and
internationalization of law, state and
society. This book examines these three
challenges from a methodological
standpoint. It addresses the first two
by demonstrating that legal sociology
has much to say about justice as a kind
of social experience and has always
engaged theoretically with forms of
normativity, albeit on its own
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empirical terms rather than on legal
theory’s analytical terms. The book
then explores the third challenge, a
result of the changing nature of
society, by highlighting the move from
the industrial relations of early
modernity to the post-industrial
conditions of late modernity, an age
dominated by information technology. It
poses the question whether socio-legal
research has sufficiently reassessed
its own theoretical premises regarding
the relationship between law, state and
society, so as to grasp the new social
and cultural forms of organization
specific to the twenty-first century’s
global societies.
International investment arbitration
remains one of the most controversial
areas of globalisation and
international law. This book provides a
fresh contribution to the debate by
adopting a thoroughly empirical
approach. Based on new datasets and a
range of quantitative, qualitative and
computational methods, the contributors
interrogate claims and counter-claims
about the regime's legitimacy. The
result is a nuanced picture about many
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of the critiques lodged against the
regime, whether they be bias in
arbitral decision-making, close
relationships between law firms and
arbitrators, absence of arbitral
diversity, and excessive compensation.
The book comes at a time when several
national and international initiatives
are under way to reform international
investment arbitration. The authors
discuss and analyse how the regime can
be reformed and ow a process of
legitimation might occur.
Empirical, Philosophical, and Legal
Perspectives
Procedural Justice and Relational
Theory
New Spaces of Geopolitics
Routledge Handbook of Socio-Legal
Theory and Methods
An Empirical Agenda for Social Systems
Theory
An Introduction to Empirical Legal
Research
The goal to improve the resilience of social systems –
communities and their economies – is increasingly
adopted by decision makers. This unique and
comprehensive Handbook focuses on the
interdependencies of these social systems and the
technologies that support them. Special attention is
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given to the ways in which resilience is
conceptualized by different disciplines, how resilience
may be assessed, and how resilience strategies are
implemented. Case illustrations are presented
throughout to aid understanding.
Conducting Empirical Analysis is an ideal way to
marry substance with skills, getting students to
experience the joy of discovery firsthand. Through
straightforward instruction and guided examples,
Clawson and Oxley show students how to conduct
web-based data analysis using UC Berkeley’s Survey
Documentation and Analysis (available online for free)
to answer questions about party identification or
attitude stability, and to measure racial prejudice and
political knowledge. Exercises cover a range of data
collection techniques, survey research, and statistical
analyses, ramping up from multiple-choice and openended questions to mini-research projects. An
instructor’s guide with solutions is available for
adopters.
Kosorok’s brilliant text provides a self-contained
introduction to empirical processes and
semiparametric inference. These powerful research
techniques are surprisingly useful for developing
methods of statistical inference for complex models
and in understanding the properties of such methods.
This is an authoritative text that covers all the bases,
and also a friendly and gradual introduction to the
area. The book can be used as research reference and
textbook.
Students can easily misstep when they first begin to
do research. Leanne C. Powner’s new title Empirical
Research and Writing: A Student′s Practical Guide
provides valuable advice and guidance on conducting
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and writing about empirical research. Chapter by
chapter, students are guided through the key steps in
the research process. Written in a lively and engaging
manner and with a dose of humor, this practical text
shows students exactly how to choose a research
topic, conduct a literature review, make research
design decisions, collect and analyze data, and then
write up and present the results. The book′s
approachable style and just-in-time information
delivery make it a text students will want to read, and
its wide-ranging and surprisingly sophisticated
coverage will make it an important resource for their
later coursework.
Theoretical and Empirical Studies of Rights
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