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The EU referendum in the UK and Trump’s
victory in the USA sent shockwaves through
our democratic systems. In Democracy and
Its Crisis A. C. Grayling investigates why the
institutions of representative democracy
seem unable to hold up against forces they
were designed to manage, and why it
matters. First he considers those moments
in history when the challenges we face today
were first encountered and what solutions
were found. Then he lays bare the specific
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threats facing democracy today. The
paperback edition includes new material on
the reforms that are needed to make our
system truly democratic.
Bestselling author and acclaimed physicist
Lawrence Krauss offers a paradigm-shifting
view of how everything that exists came to
be in the first place. “Where did the
universe come from? What was there before
it? What will the future bring? And finally,
why is there something rather than
nothing?” One of the few prominent
scientists today to have crossed the chasm
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between science and popular culture, Krauss
describes the staggeringly beautiful
experimental observations and mindbending new theories that demonstrate not
only can something arise from nothing,
something will always arise from nothing.
With a new preface about the significance of
the discovery of the Higgs particle, A
Universe from Nothing uses Krauss’s
characteristic wry humor and wonderfully
clear explanations to take us back to the
beginning of the beginning, presenting the
most recent evidence for how our universe
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evolved—and the implications for how it’s
going to end. Provocative, challenging, and
delightfully readable, this is a gamechanging look at the most basic
underpinning of existence and a powerful
antidote to outmoded philosophical,
religious, and scientific thinking.
Ideas can, and do, change the world. Just as
Marxism, existentialism, and feminism
shaped the last century, so fundamentalism,
globalization, and bioethics are
transforming our world now. In Ideas that
Matter, renowned philosopher A.C. Grayling
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provides a personal dictionary of the ideas
that will shape our world in the decades to
come. With customary wit, fire, and
erudition, Grayling ranges across the gamut
of essential theories, movements, and
philosophies—from animal rights to
neurophilosophy to war crimes—provoking
and elucidating throughout. Ideas are the
cogs that drive history, and in explaining the
most complex and influential ones in
laymen's terms, Ideas that Matter will help
every engaged citizen better understand it.
The bestseller from our pre-eminent
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philosopher, A.C. Grayling 'Grief and
loneliness, depression, despair and failure those things are the common human lot at
least at times in all our lives'. Yet it is
philosophy which, while not providing an
answer to these problems, can enable us to
prepare for them, and create strategies with
which to deal with them. It is only through
reflecting upon the world around us,
reading, thinking, questioning, enjoying,
that we can inculcate understanding,
tolerance and importantly the courage to
live our lives. It is our responsibility to live
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such 'considered lives' and to realise that we
are authors of a narrative that can be
shaped and controlled. This is the fifth in a
series of essay miscellanies from our
foremost philosopher A.C. Grayling,
reflecting upon the form of our world and its
multiplicity. The essays are grouped by
theme into reflections upon life and the
standards we live by, including vivid
polemics and perceptive pieces on
significant thinkers, contemporary rights
and liberties issues. This book brilliantly
articulates the philosophical debate and
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reflection that is needed to prepare us for
life in the twenty-first century.
Meditations for the Humanist
The Concepts That Shape the 21st Century
Life, Sex and Ideas
Applying Philosophy to life
Wittgenstein: A Very Short Introduction
The History and Moral Legacy of the WWII
Bombing of Civilians in Germany and Japan
Toward the Light of Liberty

A non-religious, humanist reference draws on
secular literature and philosophy from both
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Western and Eastern traditions to consider such
topics as the origins of the world, how to relate to
others, and how to appreciate life.
An inspiring and provocative exploration of an
alternative to traditional religion Questions about
the role of God and religion in today's world have
never been more relevant or felt more powerfully.
Many of us are searching for a place where we can
find not only facts and scientific reason but also
hope and moral courage. For some, answers are
found in the divine. For others, including the New
Atheists, religion is an "enemy." But in Good
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Without God, Greg Epstein presents another, more
balanced and inclusive response: Humanism. He
highlights humanity's potential for goodness and
the ways in which Humanists lead lives of purpose
and compassion. Humanism can offer the sense of
community we want and often need in good times
and bad—and it teaches us that we can lead good
and moral lives without the supernatural, without
higher powers . . . without God.
In Dworkin’s master work, the central thesis is that
all areas of value depend on one another. This is
one, big thing that the hedgehog knows, in contrast
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to the fox, who knows many little things. Dworkin’s
understanding of the relationship—between ethics,
morality, and political morality—is significantly
revised and also greatly elaborated. He argues that
“dignity” is the essential core of living well and that
a satisfactory account of dignity would, in turn,
point to two principles. The first states that it is
objectively important that each person’s life go
well; and the second that each person has a special
responsibility for identifying what counts as
success in his or her own life. Dworkin believes that
values cohere and that in order to defend that
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coherence he has to take up a broad variety of
philosophical issues that are not normally treated
in one book. He discusses the metaphysics of
value, the character of truth, the nature of
interpretation, the conditions of agreement and
disagreement, the phenomenon of moral
responsibility and the problem of free will as well as
more substantive issues of ethical, moral and legal
theory.
THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER We all want to
lead a happy life. Traditionally, when in need of
guidance, comfort or inspiration, many people turn
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to religion. But there has been another way to learn
how to live well - the humanist way - and in today's
more secular world, it is more relevant than ever.
In THE LITTLE BOOK OF HUMANISM, Alice Roberts
and Andrew Copson share over two thousand years
of humanist wisdom through an uplifting collection
of stories, quotes and meditations on how to live an
ethical and fulfilling life, grounded in reason and
humanity. With universal insights and beautiful
original illustrations, THE LITTLE BOOK OF
HUMANISM is a perfect introduction to and a
timeless anthology of humanist thought from some
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of history and today's greatest thinkers.
The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism
Ideas That Matter
The Form of Things
Democracy and Its Crisis
The Age of Genius
The Little Book of Humanism
The Meaning of Things
A volume of philosophical essays by the London
Times and Prospect columnist shares accessible
insights into provocative questions about such topics
as human self-deception, the relevance of beauty and
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the relationship between goodness and happiness.
Original.
The new bestseller from one of Britain's most preeminent philosophers and arguably the best known,
A.C. Grayling Everyone wishes to live a life that is
satisfying and fulfilling, in which there is
achievement and pleasure, and which has the respect
of people one, in turn, respects. And one of the
fundamentals to living such a life is to reflect on the
choices we make. In this new collection, A.C. Grayling
invites the reader into a conversation with ideas.
From personal questions about happiness and quality
of life to wider public concerns such as war and
democracy, these essays provide a springboard to
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thought and to exploring what is best about the
human heart and mind.
Scientist, mathematician, traveler, soldier-and spyRene Descartes was one of the founders of the
modern world. His life coincided with an
extraordinary time in history: the first half of the
miraculous seventeenth century, replete with genius
in the arts and sciences, and wracked by civil and
international conflicts across Europe. But at his birth
in 1596 the world was still dominated by medieval
beliefs in phenomena such as miracles and
spontaneous generation. It was Descartes who
identified the intellectual tools his peers needed to
free themselves from the grip of religious authority
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and in doing so he founded modern philosophy. In
this new biography, A. C. Grayling tells the story of
Descartes' life, and places it in his tumultuous timeswith the unexpected result that an entirely new
aspect of the story comes to light.
An ambitious new history of philosophy in English
that broadens the canon to include many lesserknown figures Ludwig Wittgenstein once wrote that
“philosophy should be written like poetry.” But
philosophy has often been presented more prosaically
as a long trudge through canonical authors and great
works. But what, Jonathan Rée asks, if we instead saw
the history of philosophy as a haphazard series of
unmapped forest paths, a mass of individual stories
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showing endurance, inventiveness, bewilderment,
anxiety, impatience, and good humor? Here, Jonathan
Rée brilliantly retells this history, covering such
figures as Descartes, Locke, Kant, Hegel, Marx,
Nietzsche, Mill, James, Frege, Wittgenstein, and
Sartre. But he also includes authors not usually
associated with philosophy, such as William Hazlitt,
George Eliot, Darwin, and W. H. Auden. Above all, he
uncovers dozens of unremembered figures—puritans,
revolutionaries, pantheists, feminists, nihilists,
socialists, and scientists—who were passionate and
active readers of philosophy, and often authors
themselves. Breaking away from high-altitude
narratives, he shows how philosophy finds its way into
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ordinary lives, enriching and transforming them in
unexpected ways.
Essays on Life, Ideas and Liberty
The Heart of Things
Friendship
Towards the Light
The Good Life Without God
What a Billion Nonreligious People Do Believe
Against All Gods
The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism presents
anedited collection of essays that explore the nature
of Humanism asan approach to life, and a
philosophical analysis of the keyhumanist
propositions from naturalism and science to morality
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andmeaning. Represents the first book of its kind to
look at Humanism notjust in terms of its theoretical
underpinnings, but also itsconsequences and its
diverse manifestations Features contributions from
international and emergingscholars, plus renowned
figures such as Stephen Law, CharlesFreeman and
Jeaneanne Fowler Presents Humanism as a positive
alternative to theism Brings together the world’s
leading Humanist academics inone reference work
Following the huge success of THE MEANING OF
THINGS and THE REASON OF THINGS, a third
collection of bestselling essays from Britain's top
philosopher. 'Human genius has done much, and
promises much, in the way of removing the mystery
Page 20/64

Acces PDF Ac Grayling The Good Book
from many things in our world; at the same time it
recognises and honours the mystery in things too.' In
this collection A.C. Grayling extends the range of his
previous two books to show how much understanding
people can gain about themselves and their world by
reflecting on the lessons offered by science, the arts
(including literature) and history. Covering subjects as
diverse as Jane Austen's EMMA, the Rosetta Stone,
Shakespeare, the Holocaust, quantum physics,
Galileo, and even alien abductions, A..C. Grayling's
latest collection is a rich source for reflection and
contemplation over the mysteries of life.
Short and elegantly written, this volume contains 60
essays organized under the categories of moral
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matters, public culture, community and society, anger
and war, and grief and remembrance.
“Hilarious. . . . It’s Cliff Notes for
Scripture—screenplay by Plotz, story by God. . . . In
the end, though, the book is made by the spirit of the
writer.” — The New York Times Book Review “Like the
Bible itself, Good Book contains multitudes—it is by
turns thought-provoking, funny, enlightening and
moving.” — A. J. Jacobs, author of The Year of Living
Biblically “Plotz is a genius writer.” — Franklin Foer,
author of How Soccer Explains the World A whipsmart, laugh-out-loud tour through the most
important book in the world, a book most people have
never read: the Bible.
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The God Argument
The Choice Of Hercules
For the Good of the World
Good Without God
What We Know About Science, History and The Mind
The Challenge of Things
War

The epic story of the interlocking struggles to achieve the
individual rights and freedoms that characterize Western
civilization, by one of the world's leading public
intellectuals. Perhaps the hallmark of western civilization
over the past five hundred years, writes A. C. Grayling, is
the series of liberation struggles without which the
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ordinary citizen in Western countries would not enjoy the
rights and freedoms we now take for granted. They began
with the often violent battle to allow independent thought,
uncontrolled by the Church, which led in time to political
freedom as monarchies were gradually replaced by more
representative forms of government. These in turn made
possible the abolition of slavery, rights for working men
and women, universal education, the enfranchisement of
women, and much more. Each of these struggles was a
memorable human drama, and Grayling skillfully
interweaves the stories of celebrated and little-known
heroes alike-from Martin Luther and John Locke to the
Page 24/64

Acces PDF Ac Grayling The Good Book
sixteenth-century French scholar Sebastien Castellio and
the nineteenth-century feminist Elizabeth Cady Stanton.
The triumphs and sacrifices of those who dared to oppose
authority ring loudly down the ages, proving how hardwon each successive victory has been. And yet, as
Grayling persuasively shows in a cautionary coda,
democratic governments under pressure have often
thought it necessary to restrict rights in the name of
freedom, further underlining how precious they are.
Toward the Light of Liberty is, thus, particularly relevant
as we head toward an election season in which our own
civil liberties will surely be an issue.
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"Exhilarating…Stewart has achieved a near impossibility,
creating a page-turner about jousting metaphysical ideas,
casting thinkers as warriors." —Liesl Schillinger, New
York Times Book Review Once upon a time, philosophy
was a dangerous business—and for no one more so than for
Baruch Spinoza, the seventeenth-century philosopher
vilified by theologians and political authorities
everywhere as “the atheist Jew.” As his inflammatory
manuscripts circulated underground, Spinoza lived a
humble existence in The Hague, grinding optical lenses to
make ends meet. Meanwhile, in the glittering salons of
Paris, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz was climbing the ladder
Page 26/64

Acces PDF Ac Grayling The Good Book
of courtly success. In between trips to the opera and
groundbreaking work in mathematics, philosophy, and
jurisprudence, he took every opportunity to denounce
Spinoza, relishing his self-appointed role as “God’s
attorney.” In this exquisitely written philosophical
romance of attraction and repulsion, greed and virtue,
religion and heresy, Matthew Stewart gives narrative form
to an epic contest of ideas that shook the seventeenth
century—and continues today.
Britain's most popular philosopher on all that it means to
be human in a secular age.
In Towards the Light, A.C. Grayling tells the story of the
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long and difficult battle for freedom in the West, from the
Reformation to the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, from the battle for the vote to the struggle for the
right to freedom of conscience. As Grayling passionately
affirms, it is a story - and a struggle - that continues to this
day as those in power use the threat of terrorism in the
21st century to roll-back the liberties that so many have
fought and died to win for us. Including an appendix of
landmark documents, including the British and American
Bills of Rights and the Declaration of the Rights of Man
and of the Citizen, the Bloomsbury Revelations edition
also includes a new preface by the author reflecting on
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developments since the book's original publication.
Russell: A Very Short Introduction
Pleasure, Duty And The Good Life In The 21st Century
The Struggles for Freedom and Rights That Made the
Modern Western World
Universal lessons on finding purpose, meaning and joy
The Story of the Struggles for Liberty and Rights that
Made the Modern West
Witcraft
Thinking of Answers
‘A must read’ Gordon Brown ‘A truly excellent
book’ Sir David King The three biggest
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challenges facing the world today, in A. C.
Grayling’s view, are climate change,
technology and justice. In his timely new
book, he asks: can human beings agree on a
set of values that will allow us to confront the
numerous threats facing the planet, or will
we simply continue with our disagreements
and antipathies as we collectively approach
our possible extinction? As every day brings
new stories about extreme weather events,
spyware, lethal autonomous weapons
systems, and the health imbalance between
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the northern and southern hemispheres,
Grayling’s question – Is Global Agreement on
Global Challenges Possible? – becomes ever
more urgent. The solution he proposes is
both pragmatic and inspiring.
Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) was an
extraordinarily original philospher, whose
influence on twentieth-century thinking goes
well beyond philosophy itself. In this book,
which aims to make Wittgenstein's thought
accessible to the general non-specialist
reader, A. C. Grayling explains the nature and
Page 31/64

Acces PDF Ac Grayling The Good Book
impact of Wittgenstein's views. He describes
both his early and later philosophy, the
differences and connections between them,
and gives a fresh assessment of
Wittgenstein's continuing influence on
contemporary thought. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
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new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
A refreshing distillation of insights into the
human condition, by one of the best-known
and most popular philosophers in the UK.
Thinking about life, what it means and what
it holds in store does not have to be a
despondent experience, but rather can be
enlightening and uplifting. A life truly worth
living is one that is informed and considered
so a degree of philosophical insight into the
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inevitabilities of the human condition is
inherently important and such an approach
will help us to deal with real personal
dilemmas. This book is an accessible, lively
and thought-provoking series of linked
commentaries, based on A. C. Grayling's 'The
Last Word' column in the GUARDIAN. Its aim
is not to persuade readers to accept one
particular philosophical point of view or
theory, but to help us consider the wonderful
range of insights which can be drawn from an
immeasurably rich history of philosophical
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thought. Concepts covered include courage,
love, betrayal, ambition, cruelty, wisdom,
passion, beauty and death. This will be a
wonderfully stimulating read and act as an
invaluable guide as to what is truly important
in living life, whether facing success, failure,
justice, wrong, love, loss or any of the other
profound experience life throws out.
The Age of Genius explores the eventful
intertwining of outward event and inner
intellectual life to tell, in all its richness and
depth, the story of the 17th century in
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Europe. It was a time of creativity
unparalleled in history before or since, from
science to the arts, from philosophy to
politics. Acclaimed philosopher and historian
A.C. Grayling points to three primary factors
that led to the rise of vernacular (popular)
languages in philosophy, theology, science,
and literature; the rise of the individual as a
general and not merely an aristocratic type;
and the invention and application of
instruments and measurement in the study of
the natural world. Grayling vividly
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reconstructs this unprecedented era and
breathes new life into the major figures of
the seventeenth century intelligentsia who
span literature, music, science, art, and
philosophy--Shakespeare, Monteverdi,
Galileo, Rembrandt, Locke, Newton,
Descartes, Vermeer, Hobbes, Milton, and
Cervantes, among many more. During this
century, a fundamentally new way of
perceiving the world emerged as reason rose
to prominence over tradition, and the rights
of the individual took center stage in
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philosophy and politics, a paradigmatic shift
that would define Western thought for
centuries to come.
The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of the
Modern Mind
What is Good?
Is Global Agreement on Global Challenges
Possible?
A Humanist Bible
An Enquiry
The Search for the Best Way to Live
A Universe from Nothing
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A. C. Grayling's lucid and stimulating books, based
on the idea that philosophy should engage with the
world and make itself useful, invariably cause
discussion. The Challenge of Things joins earlier
collections such as The Reason of Things and
Thinking of Answers, collecting Grayling's recent
writings on the world in a time of war and conflict.
In describing and exposing the dark side of things,
he also explores ways out of the habits and
prejudices of mind that would otherwise trap us
forever in the deadly impasses of conflicts of all
kinds. Whether he is writing about the First World
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War and its legacy, free speech, the advantages of
an atheist prime minister or the role of science in
the arts, his essays are always enlightening,
enlivening, and hopeful.
Duty or Pleasure? This was the legendary choice
which faced Hercules and which pre-eminent
philosopher A.C. Grayling uses as the starting
point of this masterful book. He shows us how
much more people can understand about
themselves and their world by reflecting on today's
moral challenges. Above all, he explores the idea
that certain demands and certain pleasures are
Page 40/64

Acces PDF Ac Grayling The Good Book
necessary, not just because of their intrinsic
merits but because of what they do for each other.
With exceptional clarity and unrivalled prose,
Grayling addresses the everyday ethical choices
which confront us all.
'Grayling brings satisfying order to daunting
subjects' Steven Pinker _________________________ In
very recent times humanity has learnt a vast
amount about the universe, the past, and itself.
But through our remarkable successes in
acquiring knowledge we have learned how much
we have yet to learn: the science we have, for
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example, addresses just 5 per cent of the universe;
pre-history is still being revealed, with thousands
of historical sites yet to be explored; and the new
neurosciences of mind and brain are just
beginning. What do we know, and how do we know
it? What do we now know that we don't know? And
what have we learnt about the obstacles to
knowing more? In a time of deepening battles over
what knowledge and truth mean, these questions
matter more than ever. Bestselling polymath and
philosopher A. C. Grayling seeks to answer them in
three crucial areas at the frontiers of knowledge:
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science, history and psychology. A remarkable
history of science, life on earth, and the human
mind itself, this is a compelling and fascinating
tour de force, written with verve, clarity and
remarkable breadth of knowledge.
_________________________ 'Remarkable, readable
and authoritative. How he has mastered so much,
so thoroughly, is nothing short of amazing'
Lawrence M. Krauss, author of A Universe from
Nothing 'This book hums with the excitement of
the great human project of discovery' Adam
Zeman, author of Aphantasia
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Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) is one of the most
famous and important philosophers of the
twentieth century. In this account of his life and
work A.C. Grayling introduces both his technical
contributions to logic and philosophy, and his wideranging views on education, politics, war, and
sexual morality. Russell is credited with being one
of the prime movers of Analytic Philosophy, and
with having played a part in the revolution in
social attitudes witnessed throughout the
twentieth-century world. This introduction gives a
clear survey of Russell's achievements across their
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whole range. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Justice for Hedgehogs
The History of Philosophy
Why There Is Something Rather than Nothing
Questions in the Philosophy of Everyday Life
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Descartes
Ethics for a Secular Age
The Good Book
The first book to deal with all the
arguments against religion and, equally
important, to put forward an alternative humanism
A renowned philosopher challenges longheld views on just wars, ethical conduct
during war, why wars occur, how they alter
people and societies, and more For
residents of the twenty-first century, a
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vision of a future without warfare is almost
inconceivable. Though wars are terrible and
destructive, they also seem unavoidable. In
this original and deeply considered book, A.
C. Grayling examines, tests, and challenges
the concept of war. He proposes that a
deeper, more accurate understanding of
war may enable us to reduce its frequency,
mitigate its horrors, and lessen the burden
of its consequences. Grayling explores the
long, tragic history of war and how warfare
has changed in response to technological
advances. He probes much-debated theories
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concerning the causes of war and considers
positive changes that may result from war.
How might these results be achieved
without violence? In a profoundly wise
conclusion, the author envisions "just war
theory" in new moral terms, taking into
account the lessons of World War II and the
Holocaust and laying down ethical principles
for going to war and for conduct during war.
Few, if any, thinkers and writers today
would have the imagination, the breadth of
knowledge, the literary skill, and-yes-the
audacity to conceive of a powerful, secular
Page 48/64

Acces PDF Ac Grayling The Good Book
alternative to the Bible. But that is exactly
what A.C. Grayling has done by creating a
non-religious Bible, drawn from the wealth
of secular literature and philosophy in both
Western and Eastern traditions, using the
same techniques of editing, redaction, and
adaptation that produced the holy books of
the Judaeo-Christian and Islamic religions.
The Good Book consciously takes its design
and presentation from the Bible, in its
beauty of language and arrangement into
short chapters and verses for ease of
reading and quotability, offering to the nonPage 49/64
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religious seeker all the wisdom, insight,
solace, inspiration, and perspective of
secular humanist traditions that are older,
far richer and more various than
Christianity. Organized in 12 main
sections----Genesis, Histories, Widsom, The
Sages, Parables, Consolations,
Lamentations, Proverbs, Songs, Epistles,
Acts, and the Good----The Good Book opens
with meditations on the origin and progress
of the world and human life in it, then
devotes attention to the question of how
life should be lived, how we relate to one
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another, and how vicissitudes are to be
faced and joys appreciated. Incorporating
the writing of Herodotus and Lucretius,
Confucius and Mencius, Seneca and Cicero,
Montaigne, Bacon, and so many others, The
Good Book will fulfill its audacious purpose
in every way.
“A witty, learned, authoritative survey of
philosophical thought.” —The New York
Times Book Review The first authoritative
and accessible single-volume history of
philosophy to cover both Western and
Eastern traditions, from one of the world’s
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most eminent thinkers The story of
philosophy is an epic tale, spanning
civilizations and continents. It explores
some of the most creative minds in history.
But not since the long-popular classic by
Bertrand Russell, A History of Western
Philosophy, published in 1945, has there
been a comprehensive and entertaining
single-volume history of this great,
intellectual, world-shaping journey. With
characteristic clarity and elegance, A. C.
Grayling takes the reader from the age of
the Buddha, Confucius, and Socrates
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through Christianity’s capture of the
European mind, from the Renaissance and
Enlightenment on to Mill, Nietzsche, Sartre
and, finally, philosophy today. Surveying in
tandem the great philosophical traditions of
India, China, and the Persian-Arabic world,
and astonishing in its range and
accessibility, Grayling’s The History of
Philosophy is destined to be a landmark
work.
Thinking Through Troubled Times
The Case Against Religion and for
Humanism
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The Mystery of Things
Among The Dead Cities
On the Principles of Democracy
The Bizarre, Hilarious, Disturbing,
Marvelous, and Inspiring Things I Learned
When I Read Every Single Word of the Bible
The Courtier and the Heretic: Leibniz,
Spinoza, and the Fate of God in the Modern
World

Meditations for the humanist is a wide-ranging
magnanimous inquiry into the philosophical and
ethical questions that bear most strongly on the
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human condition. Containing nearly fifty linked
commentaries on topics ranging from love, lying,
perseverance, revenge, racism, religion, history,
loyalty, health, and leisure, Meditations for the
humanist does not offer definitive statements but
rather prompts to reflection. For those wishing to
explore ethical issues outside the framework of
organized religious belief, Meditations for the
humanist offers an inviting map to the country of
philosophical reflection.
The foundations upon which our democracies
stand are inherently flawed, vulnerable to
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corrosion from within. What is the remedy? A. C.
Grayling makes the case for a clear, consistent,
principled and written constitution, and sets out
the reforms necessary – among them addressing
the imbalance of power between government and
Parliament, imposing fixed terms for MPs,
introducing proportional representation and
lowering the voting age to 16 (the age at which
you can marry, gamble, join the army and must
pay taxes if you work) – to ensure the intentions
of such a constitution could not be subverted or
ignored. As democracies around the world show
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signs of decay, the issue of what makes a good
state, one that is democratic in the fullest sense
of the word, could not be more important. To
take just one example: by the simplest of
measures, neither Britain nor the United States
can claim to be truly democratic. The most basic
tenet of democracy is that no voice be louder
than any other. Yet in our ‘first past the post’
electoral systems a voter supporting a losing
candidate is unrepresented, his or her voice
unequal to one supporting a winning candidate,
who frequently does not gain a majority of the
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votes cast. This is just one of a number of
problems, all of them showing that democratic
reform is a necessity in our contemporary world.
In Among the Dead Cities, the acclaimed
philosopher A. C. Grayling asks the provocative
question, how would the Allies have fared if
judged by the standards of the Nuremberg
Trials? Arguing persuasively that the victor
nations have never had to consider the morality
of their policies during World War II, he offers a
powerful, moral re-examination of the Allied
bombing campaigns against civilians in
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Germany and Japan, in the light of principles
enshrined in the post-war conventions on human
rights and the laws of war. Grayling begins by
narrating the Royal Air Force's and U. S. Army
Air Force's dramatic and dangerous missions
over Germany and Japan between 1942 and
1945. Through the eyes of survivors, he
describes the terrifying experience on the
ground as bombs created inferno and
devastation among often-unprepared men,
women, and children. He examines the mindset
and thought-process of those who planned the
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campaigns in the heat and pressure of war, and
faced with a ruthless enemy. Grayling chronicles
the voices that, though in the minority, loudly
opposed attacks on civilians, exploring in detail
whether the bombings ever achieved their goal
of denting the will to wage war. Based on the
facts and evidence, he makes a meticulous case
for, and one against, civilian bombing, and only
then offers his own judgment. Acknowledging
that they in no way equated to the death and
destruction for which Nazi and Japanese
aggression was responsible, he nonetheless
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concludes that the bombing campaigns were
morally indefensible, and more, that accepting
responsibility, even six decades later, is both a
historical necessity and a moral imperative.
Do religions have an inherent right to be
respected? Is atheism itself a form of religion,
and can there be such a thing as a
'fundamentalist atheist'? Are we witnessing a
global revival in religious zeal, or do the signs
point instead to religion's ultimate decline? In a
series of bold, unsparing polemics, A.C. Grayling
tackles these questions head on, exposing the
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dangerous unreason he sees at the heart of
religious faith and highlighting the urgent need
we have to reject it in all its forms, without
compromise. In its place he argues for a set of
values based on reason, reflection and
sympathy, taking his cue from the great ethical
tradition of western philosophy.
Applying Philosophy to the 21st Century
The Good State
Six Polemics on Religion and an Essay on
Kindness
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The Frontiers of Knowledge
A Secular Bible
Good Book
DIVDIVDIVAn entertaining and provocative investigation of
friendship in all its variety, from ancient times to the present
day/div/div/div
The Good BookA Humanist BibleBloomsbury Publishing USA
A.C. Grayling answers the most important question - How do
we live a good life? One of the most fundamental questions in
our life is to find out what we value - what principles we want
to live by and which codes we will use to guide our behaviour.
Most of us want to live a good life. But what, in today's secular
society, does 'good' actually mean? To classical Greeks, the
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acquisition of knowledge, the enjoyment of the senses,
creativity and beauty were all aspects of life to strive for. Then
came the volcanic declarations of St Paul and his
fundamentalist ideas on sin and human nature. In WHAT IS
GOOD?, A.C. Grayling examines these and other proposals
on how to live a good life, from the 'heroic' ideals of the Greek
poets to Kant's theories on freedom and the UN Declaration
on Human Rights.
The Invention of Philosophy in English
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