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This paper views abortion access as an insurance policy that protects women from unwanted
pregnancies. Within this framework, we present a theoretical model where greater access
provides value in the form of insurance against unwanted births and also reduces the
incentive to avoid pregnancy. This model predicts that legalized abortion should lead to a
reduction in the likelihood of giving birth. It also predicts that if abortion access becomes
relatively inexpensive (including both monetary and psychic costs), then pregnancies would
rise and births would remain unchanged or may even rise as well. We review the evidence on
the impact of changes in abortion policy mainly from the United States and find support for
both predictions. Then we test these hypotheses using recent changes in abortion policy in
several Eastern European countries. We find that countries which changed from very
restrictive to liberal abortion laws experienced a large reduction in births, highlighting the
insurance value. Changes from modest restrictions to abortion available upon request,
however, led to no such change in births despite large increases in abortions, indicating that
pregnancies rose as well. These findings are consistent with the incentive effect implications
of our model
“If you read only one book about democracy, The Turnaway Study should be it. Why?
Because without the power to make decisions about our own bodies, there is no democracy."
—Gloria Steinem “Dr. Diana Greene Foster brings what is too often missing from the public
debate around abortion: science, data, and the real-life experiences of people from diverse
backgrounds…This should be required reading for every judge, member of Congress, and
candidate for office—as well as anyone who hopes to better understand this complex and
important issue.” —Cecile Richards, cofounder of Supermajority, former president of Planned
Parenthood, and author of Make Trouble A groundbreaking and illuminating look at the
state of abortion access in America and the first long-term study of the
consequences—emotional, physical, financial, professional, personal, and psychological—of
receiving versus being denied an abortion on women’s lives. What happens when a woman
seeking an abortion is turned away? Diana Greene Foster, PhD, decided to find out. With a
team of scientists—psychologists, epidemiologists, demographers, nursing scholars, and public
health researchers—she set out to discover the effect of receiving versus being denied an
abortion on women’s lives. Over the course of a ten-year investigation that began in 2007, she
and her team followed a thousand women from more than twenty states, some of whom
received their abortions, some of whom were turned away. Now, for the first time, the results
of this landmark study—the largest of its kind to examine women’s experiences with abortion
and unwanted pregnancy in the United States—have been gathered together in one place. Here
Foster presents the emotional, physical, and socioeconomic outcomes for women who
received their abortion and those who were denied. She analyzes the impact on their mental
and physical health, their careers, their romantic lives, their professional aspirations, and
even their existing and future children—and finds that women who received an abortion were
almost always better off than women who were denied one. Interwoven with these findings are
ten riveting first-person narratives by women who share their candid stories. As the debate
about abortion rights intensifies, The Turnaway Study offers an in-depth examination of the
real-world consequences for women of being denied abortions and provides evidence to refute
the claim that abortion harms women. With brilliant synthesis and startling statistics—that
thousands of American women are unable to access abortions; that 99% of women who
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receive an abortion do not regret it five years later—The Turnaway Study is a necessary and
revelatory look at the impact of abortion access on people’s lives.
A Briefing Paper from the British Medical Association
Morality Politics. Abortion Laws in Idaho and Nevada
A Paper Read Before the Indiana State Medical Society, May, 1883
Ten Years, a Thousand Women, and the Consequences of Having—or Being Denied—an
Abortion
Safe and Unsafe Abortion
The Turnaway Study

Locating the issue of abortion in a global public policy context, with the array of public
health, human rights, and social questions that are implicated, is the aim of this paper.
Abortion laws around the world have been liberalized since the 1950s, with a resultant
decrease in abortion-related mortality among women. The proportion of the world's
population, governed by laws that permit abortion on medical or broader social and
economic grounds, is 75 percent (nearly 4 billion people). In addition to women living in
those countries that have resisted liberalization of their abortion laws, many women have
restricted access to abortion, even those in countries in which abortion is technically legal.
There are a number of reasons for this, including a lack of government or public
commitment to provide or fund services, lack of trained specialists, administrative
roadblocks, a woman's ability to pay, and a lack of truthful information about legal rights
and services. Abortion rates from countries around the world are examined and discussed
in terms of the varying demographic and social realities. The large number of maternal
deaths due to abortion that still occur is not due to a deficiency in technology, but a
deficiency in the value placed on women's lives. The numerous roadblocks to safe
abortion services drive women to seek illegal or clandestine abortions that greatly
endanger their lives. The debate surrounding abortion has been too often portrayed as a
conflict between black and white hues. The debate needs to take place in a larger context,
complete with public health, family planning, and human rights concerns. Equality of
political rights for women, and likely the lives of many, hinges on political decisions
regarding abortion. (DB)
At a UN General Assembly Special Session in 1999, governments recognised unsafe
abortion as a major public health concern, and pledged their commitment to reduce the
need for abortion through expanded and improved family planning services, as well as
ensure abortion services should be safe and accessible. This technical and policy guidance
provides a comprehensive overview of the many actions that can be taken in health
systems to ensure that women have access to good quality abortion services as allowed by
law.
An Alternative Defense of Abortion. A critique of Judith Jarvis Thomson’s "A Defense of
Abortion"
Issue Paper on Abortion
HCLU policy paper on abortion
Background Paper on Contraception, Sterilization and Abortion
Green Paper on Abortion
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Ethics of Abortion: when Does Life Begin?
Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject Politics - International Politics Topic: Public International Law and Human Rights, grade: 1,0, Norwich University,
language: English, abstract: In this paper, I will present the development of
jurisdiction regarding abortion across the U.S. after Roe v. Wade briefly in a first
step. Subsequently, I will have a closer look at two rather similar U.S. states, Idaho
and Nevada. In both states, abortion was illegal until the Roe v. Wade decision. Apart
from some general information on the state, I will depict the differences in respective
laws and restrictions on abortion. Moreover, I will outline major actors who play an
important role. Furthermore, I will show consequences of policies on abortion
implemented by the individual states, again, in particular by Idaho and Nevada and
illustrate prospects for the policy area of abortion in the future. Eventually, I will
develop recommendations for the future with regard to abortion laws and evaluate
them.
Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the subject Theology - Miscellaneous, grade: 1,
, course: World Religions, language: English, abstract: This paper discusses the
abortion controversy in the United States. It analyses the influence of the Christian
Church on the debate whether abortion should be legal or illegal. This question is
especially interesting because, even though the constitution requires a separation of
church and state, the US government was in its origin partially defined by Christian
values. Furthermore, while in other Western countries the importance of religion is
declining, the United States is still a very devout country. The discussion, whether
abortion should be legal or not, is a never-ending topic all over the world. In America,
it has been debated for decades. In presidential campaigns, it is always addressed,
but never as much as in the 2020 race with the possible re-election of Donald Trump.
Especially concerning the new seat in the supreme court, which was highly disputed.
Recently it was confirmed that the conservative judge Amy Coney Barrett will
replace Ginsburg. This could mean that the judiciary branch of the federal
government would develop to be more conservative. This could maybe even result in
a re-discussion of Roe versus Wade. This would not only affect abortion policies
strongly but moreover would be a huge occurrence for American Politics in general.
Even though the majority of the American population is positioned in the middle of
both political positions, the extreme opinions of Pro-life and Pro-choice have
dominated the discussion. Some people are even so involved or even obsessed (some
even feel offended in their religious belief) that protests or smaller gatherings in
front of abortion clinics are not uncommon. While Pro-choice believes in the option to
decide, Pro-life thinks abortion is murder. In general, pro-life tends to be the more
conservative view on that topic as it is developing out of the traditional biblical
opinion. In the past this had a clear influence on the political decisions concerning the
abortion policies. The reason for this is, as we will see, the connection between the
strictly believing evangelists and the republicans. How strong was the influence the
Church took in this political debate if abortion should be legal or not?
Technical and Policy Guidance for Health Systems
Background Paper for a World Bank Best Practices Paper on Women's Health
Did Legalized Abortion Lower Crime?
The Global Politics of Abortion
Practice Paper
Undue Burden Beyond Texas
Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject Sociology - Gender Studies, grade: 1,0,
Mid Sweden University (Department of Sociology), course: Introduction to Advanced
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Studies in Social Sciences, language: English, abstract: The decision to abort a child
brings the prospective mother/parents always into a morally and ethically conflict.
Anneli Kero conducted a case study examining this assumption in 2002. My task for the
present paper was to create an own research design with a different focus in the range
of the same topic. I chose the questionning if the decision-making process of aborting
a child would be different if the soon-to-be child would be handicapped. The aim of the
research design was to find out if the inhibition treshold of the abortion of a
handicapped child would be lower than with a physically healthy child. My second task
within this paper was to relate the research design to Poppers falsification principle
and Chalmers ́ thoughts about science in general.
In this paper, we estimate the impacts of abortion clinic closures on access to clinics in
terms of distance and congestion, abortion rates, and birth rates. Legislation regulating
abortion providers enacted in Wisconsin in 2011-2013 ultimately led to the closure of
two of five abortion clinics in Wisconsin, increasing the average distance to the nearest
clinic to 55 miles and distance to some counties to over 100 miles. We use a differencein-differences design to estimate the effect of change in distance to the nearest clinic
on birth and abortion rates, using within-county variation across time in distance to
identify the effect. We find that a hundred-mile increase in distance to the nearest clinic
is associated with 25 percent fewer abortions and 4 percent more births. We see no
significant effect of increased congestion at remaining clinics on abortion rates. We
find significant racial disparities in who is most affected by abortion clinic closures,
with increases in distance increasing birth rates significantly more for Black, Asian,
and Hispanic women. Our results suggest that even small numbers of clinic closures
can result in significant restrictions to abortion access of similar magnitude to those
seen in Texas when a greater number of clinics closed their doors.
Safe Abortion
The Marginal Relevance of Legislation Relating to Induced Abortion
Abortion in Jersey
A Position Paper on Abortion
An Analysis of Abortion Clinic Closures, Births, And Abortions in Wisconsin
A Paper

This paper examines the relationship between the legalization of abortion and subsequent
decreases in crime. In a current study, researchers estimate that the legalization of abortion
explains over half of the recent decline in national crime rates. The association is identified by
correlating changes in crime with changes in the abortion ratio weighted by the proportion of the
criminal population exposed to legalized abortion. In this paper, I use an alternative
identification strategy. I analyze changes in homicide and arrest rates among teens and young
adults born before and after 1970 in states that legalized abortion prior to Roe v. Wade. I
compare these changes with variation in homicide and arrest rates among cohorts from the same
period but who were unexposed to legalized abortion. I find little evidence to support the claim
that legalized abortion caused the reduction in crime. I conclude that the association between
abortion and crime is not causal, but most likely the result of confounding from unmeasured
period effects such as changes in crack cocaine use and its spillover effects.
A prominent obstetrician/gynecologist who led the fight for the repeal of abortion laws,
Nathanson explains how his views on abortion have changed and why he now supports a
Constitutional amendment on the right to life
The Abortion Debate in the United States
A Research Design about the Abortion of Handicapped Children
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Abortion - a Reproductive Health Issue
Position Paper for Women's National Abortion Conference
Psychological Aftermath of Abortion
An Alternative Defense of Abortion. A Critique of Judith Jarvis Thomson's "A Defense of
Abortion"
The Safety and Quality of Abortion Care in the United StatesNational
Academies Press
Essay from the year 2015 in the subject Medicine - Public Health,
University of Bedfordshire (Health and Social Sciences), course: MSc
in Public Health, language: English, abstract: The paper will talk
about sex selective abortion and its negative impact on public
health. The paper will also critically justify the statement “sexselective abortion should be prohibited” through different arguments
in the perspective of ethical and legal issues of health and social
care. It was said that “Abortion is defined as the emptying practice
of a pregnant uterus up to the twenty four weeks of pregnancy”.
However, unprompted abortion normally is called miscarriage. Abortion
refers to the abolition of a fetus or embryo from the uterus just
before its stage of viability. Sex selective abortion was defined as
the practice of prenatal discrimination, in which a fetus is aborted
just after the identification of its sex. This practice is promoting
sex inequality in the society. Moreover, Sex-selective abortion is
defined as the termination of a pregnancy based on the expected sex
of the unborn baby. In general, female fetuses are the main victims
of sex selective abortion in many countries in the world particularly
in Southeast Europe, India, Pakistan and the People's Republic of
China.
Enzoötic Abortion in Cows
Abortion Controversy and the Influence of the Christian Church.
Religion and Politics in the US
Discussion Paper
A Research Paper
West Coast LEAF Position Paper
Alternative Approaches to Abortion Law
Abortion is a legal medical procedure that has been provided to
millions of American women. Since the Institute of Medicine first
reviewed the health implications of national legalized abortion in
1975, there has been a plethora of related scientific research,
including well-designed randomized clinical trials, systematic
reviews, and epidemiological studies examining abortion care. This
research has focused on examining the relative safety of abortion
methods and the appropriateness of methods for different clinical
circumstances. With this growing body of research, earlier abortion
methods have been refined, discontinued, and new approaches have been
developed. The Safety and Quality of Abortion Care in the United
States offers a comprehensive review of the current state of the
science related to the provision of safe, high-quality abortion
services in the United States. This report considers 8 research
questions and presents conclusions, including gaps in research.
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Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 2 (B), LMU Munich (America
Institute), 17 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: In America, abortion is a topic that is especially discussed
by the differentiating pro-life and pro-choice groups. They talk about
whether women should be allowed to have an abortion or not, and almost
every American has an opinion on the issue. One might ask if this is
necessary considering the fact that laws do not prohibit abortion. But
in the US, the overall question of morality, conservatism, but also
individualism and equality plays an important role and is the basis
for these discussions. Therefore, it is important to have a look at
the history of abortion to understand the controversial opinions and
the importance of the topic for the public. Furthermore, one has to
understand the procedure of abortion and think about why women decide
not to have a child. The fact that pro-life- and pro-choice-groups are
trying to convince others of their attitude towards abortion plays an
important role, as well as concerns about the future. To ease the
beginning of the reading and to make the reader familiar with the
issue, the paper starts with a definition of abortion.
Access to Abortion and Contraception
Abortion Law and Improved Abortion Services : Discussion Paper
Sex-selective abortion. Why it should be prohibited
Abortion in the United States of America
Abortion as Insurance
Paper Read Before the Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture, 1884
Seminar paper from the year 2018 in the subject Ethics, grade: 1,0,
University of Frankfurt (Main), course: Biomedical Ethics, language:
English, abstract: One of the main issues that the second wave
feminists addressed was the right of women to decide if and when they
want to have children. Women in the sixties and seventies protested
for their reproductive rights and demanded the legal access to
abortion with slogans like "my body, my choice". Although many
countries liberalized their laws concerning abortion, the debate about
the moral permissibility still remains one of the most heated debates
across different societies. Judith Jarvis Thomson's essay "A Defense
of Abortion" was published in 1971 and has had a great impact on the
philosophical debate on abortion and its moral permissibility. Moral
philosophers who are pro- or anti-choice alike have argued about the
argumentative strategy that is best to support one's claims concerning
abortion. Thomson's essay has been critiqued for various different
reasons and this papers goal is to work out how Thomson's position
could be rethought after over forty years of its first publishing. My
main thesis is virtually the same as Thomson's: abortion is not always
impermissible. However, I disagree with her methodology and I argue
that the details of different cases and the societal context they
happen in ought to decide whether abortion is morally permissible or
not. My critique is especially aimed at Thomson's strategy to assume for the sake of the argument - that the fetus is a person, her
conception of bodily autonomy and her terminology. In the first part
of the paper I summarize Thomson's position while focusing on the most
important aspects for the following critique. In the second part, I
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mainly use the theories of Gina Schouten and Rosalind Hursthouse to
criticize some of Thomson's assumptions. Gina Schouten has argued
(from a feminist perspective) for considering that there is a societal
moral obligation for
Seminar paper from the year 2018 in the subject Ethics, grade: 1,0,
University of Frankfurt (Main), course: Biomedical Ethics, language:
English, abstract: One of the main issues that the second wave
feminists addressed was the right of women to decide if and when they
want to have children. Women in the sixties and seventies protested
for their reproductive rights and demanded the legal access to
abortion with slogans like “my body, my choice”. Although many
countries liberalized their laws concerning abortion, the debate about
the moral permissibility still remains one of the most heated debates
across different societies. Judith Jarvis Thomson’s essay “A Defense
of Abortion” was published in 1971 and has had a great impact on the
philosophical debate on abortion and its moral permissibility. Moral
philosophers who are pro- or anti-choice alike have argued about the
argumentative strategy that is best to support one’s claims concerning
abortion. Thomson’s essay has been critiqued for various different
reasons and this papers goal is to work out how Thomson’s position
could be rethought after over forty years of its first publishing. My
main thesis is virtually the same as Thomson’s: abortion is not always
impermissible. However, I disagree with her methodology and I argue
that the details of different cases and the societal context they
happen in ought to decide whether abortion is morally permissible or
not. My critique is especially aimed at Thomson’s strategy to assume –
for the sake of the argument – that the fetus is a person, her
conception of bodily autonomy and her terminology. In the first part
of the paper I summarize Thomson’s position while focusing on the most
important aspects for the following critique. In the second part, I
mainly use the theories of Gina Schouten and Rosalind Hursthouse to
criticize some of Thomson’s assumptions. Gina Schouten has argued
(from a feminist perspective) for considering that there is a societal
moral obligation for caring and protecting the most vulnerable which
means that depending on the moral status of fetus’, there is an
obligation to care for them. Another interesting critique can be made
by questioning of the role that (bodily) autonomy plays in bioethics
and how Thomson uses it to justify abortion. Rosalind Hursthouse has
attacked Thomson’s violinist example for being too different from an
actual pregnancy and found her terminology too imprecise.
A White Paper
Information Paper
The Safety and Quality of Abortion Care in the United States
Breaking the Limit !?
A Paper for Study

Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Psychology Miscellaneous, grade: A, Norwegian University of Science and
Technology (Psychological Institute), course: Introduction to
Individual and Context, language: English, abstract: In the United
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States of America, a high degree of attention has been paid to the
issue of how to legislate abortion. During the past two decades,
notions of the so-called „Culture-Wars“ emerged, referring to an
increasing polarization of the American public over the abortion topic
along the lines of religiously motivated „pro-life“ and secular „prochoice“ activist groups. This paper is an effort to analyze from a
psychological perspective how religiosity mediates people‘s attitudes
towards abortion legislation, the hypothesis being that the more
embedded a person is in an increasingly conservative religious
community, the less likely she will be to experience cognitive
dissonance over ambivalent topics like abortion, because she adheres
to the amplified religious position on it. It was found that religiosity
leads to more dismissive attitudes towards abortion in general.
Furthermore, the more conservative a religious denomination is in the
terms of Bible literalism, the stricter is the view of its adherents that
abortion should be forbidden by law in most or all cases. As Bible
literalism entails the belief of being indisputably right about any issue
touched by it, it leads to attitude persistence, which keeps the „prolife“ and „pro-choice“ activist groups from finding a compromise.
However, contrary to what the „Culture-Wars“-hypothesis suggests,
data from public opinion polls do not show an increasing polarization
in attitudes over the issue.
Paper
Abortion
Theological Reflection Paper on Abortion
The Law of Abortion
The Treatment of Retained Placenta After Abortion
Post-abortion Psychosocial Sequelae and Counseling
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