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Who Was Sojourner Truth?
First published in 1850, this inspiring memoir by the famous African-American abolitionist and champion
of women's rights tells of her life in slavery, her self-liberation, and her tireless campaign for racial and
sexual equality.
Isabella changed her name to Sojourner Truth because she was to travel up an down this land to declare
truth to the people. Her strong voice and faith forced people to listen to her, in spite of her being a
woman and a former slave. She traveled thousands of miles and spoke out for God, against slavery and for
women s rights. Her moving speeches inspired hope and change in many that heard her.
Profiles the life of Sojourner Truth, born a slave and later freed, who dedicated her life to fighting for
equal rights for African Americans and women.
'I am a woman's rights. I have plowed and reaped and husked and chopped and mowed, and can any man
do more than that? I am as strong as any man that is now' A former slave and one of the most powerful
orators of her time, Sojourner Truth fought for the equal rights of Black women throughout her life. This
selection of her impassioned speeches is accompanied by the words of other inspiring African-American
female campaigners from the nineteenth century. One of twenty new books in the bestselling Penguin
Great Ideas series. This new selection showcases a diverse list of thinkers who have helped shape our
world today, from anarchists to stoics, feminists to prophets, satirists to Zen Buddhists.
Narrative of Sojourner Truth Illustrated
Abolitionist and Women's Rights Activist
The Life of Sojourner Truth
Journey Toward Freedom
Sojourner Truth was born to slaves. She had no choice. But when she grew to be a young mother herself, she ran away with her child looking
for freedom. She used her voice to speak for all slaves wanting to be free.
Many Americans have long since forgotten that there ever was slavery along the Hudson River. Yet Sojourner Truth was born a slave near the
Hudson River in Ulster County, New York, in the late 1700s. Called merely Isabella as a slave, once freed she adopted the name of Sojourner
Truth and became a national figure in the struggle for the emancipation of both blacks and women in Civil War America. Despite the
discrimination she suffered as both a black and a woman, Truth significantly shaped both her own life and the struggle for human rights in
America. Through her fierce intelligence, her resourcefulness, and her eloquence, she became widely acknowledged as a remarkable figure
during her life, and she has become one of the most heavily mythologized figures in American history. While some of the myths about Truth
have served positive functions, they have also contributed to distortions about American history, specifically about the history of blacks and
women. In this landmark work, the product of years of primary research, Pulizter-Prize winning biographer Carleton Mabee has unearthed the
best available sources about this remarkable woman to reconstruct her life as directly as the most original and reliable available sources permit.
Included here are new insights on why she never learned to read, on the authenticity of the famous quotations attributed to her (such as Ar'n't I a
woman?), her relationship to President Lincoln, her role in the abolitionist movement, her crusade to move freed slaves from the South to the
North, and her life as a singer, orator, feminist and woman of faith. This is an engaging, historically precise biography that reassesses the place
of Sojourner Truth—slave, prophet, legend--in American history. Sojourner Truth is one of the most famous and most mythologized figures in
American history. Pulitzer-Prize-winning biographer Carleton Mabee unearths heretofore-neglected sources and offers valuable new insights
into the life of a woman who, against all odds, became a central figure in the struggle for the emancipation of slaves and women in Civil War
America.
This fascinating biography tells the story of nineteenth-century America through the life of one of its most charismatic and influential
characters: Sojourner Truth. In an in-depth account of this amazing activist, Margaret Washington unravels Sojourner Truth's world within the
broader panorama of African American slavery and the nation's most significant reform era. Born into bondage among the Hudson Valley
Dutch in Ulster County, New York, Isabella was sold several times, married, and bore five children before fleeing in 1826 with her infant
daughter one year before New York slavery was abolished. In 1829, she moved to New York City, where she worked as a domestic, preached,
joined a religious commune, and then in 1843 had an epiphany. Changing her name to Sojourner Truth, she began traveling the country as a
champion of the downtrodden and a spokeswoman for equality by promoting Christianity, abolitionism, and women's rights. Gifted in verbal
eloquence, wit, and biblical knowledge, Sojourner Truth possessed an earthy, imaginative, homespun personality that won her many friends and
admirers and made her one of the most popular and quoted reformers of her times. Washington's biography of this remarkable figure considers
many facets of Sojourner Truth's life to explain how she became one of the greatest activists in American history, including her African and
Dutch religious heritage; her experiences of slavery within contexts of labor, domesticity, and patriarchy; and her profoundly personal sense of
justice and intuitive integrity. Organized chronologically into three distinct eras of Truth's life, Sojourner Truth's America examines the
complex dynamics of her times, beginning with the transnational contours of her spirituality and early life as Isabella and her embroilments in
legal controversy. Truth's awakening during nineteenth-century America's progressive surge then propelled her ascendancy as a rousing
preacher and political orator despite her inability to read and write. Throughout the book, Washington explores Truth's passionate commitment
to family and community, including her vision for a beloved community that extended beyond race, gender, and socioeconomic condition and
embraced a common humanity. For Sojourner Truth, the significant model for such communalism was a primitive, prophetic Christianity.
Illustrated with dozens of images of Truth and her contemporaries, Sojourner Truth's America draws a delicate and compelling balance between
Sojourner Truth's personal motivations and the influences of her historical context. Washington provides important insights into the turbulent
cultural and political climate of the age while also separating the many myths from the facts concerning this legendary American figure.
Sojourner Truth had a tough childhood. She was born a slave, and many of the families she worked for treated her poorly. But when she was
finally freed, Sojourner used her life to teach others about women's rights and the power of freedom.
A Story about Sojourner Truth
Who Was Sojourner Truth?
Walking the Road to Freedom
Slave, Prophet, Legend
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A biography of Sojourner Truth, who was born into slavery, freed in 1827, and became famous for her
courage, quick wit, and ready challenge as she campaigned for abolition and women's rights in New York
and the Midwestern States.
What do you do when you don't have a home or a family to call your own anymore? Eleven-year-old Abigail
is not entirely sure how she'll find it, but after losing her mother to smallpox and her father to the
sea, she knows that it is up to her to build a new life for herself and her little brother, Seth. But
carving a future out of the harsh realities of life in Wiscasset, a nineteenth-century Maine seaport,
proves difficult, and Abigail fears that there will always be more questions than answers. How long will
they be able to stay and work for the young Widow Chase? Will Seth be able to let go of the past? As the
months roll by like waves on the sea, Abigail searches tirelessly for a solution and for an answer to
the question she holds most dear: Will they ever find a place to call home again?
A biography of Sojourner Truth, the abolitionist and women's rights activist who spent twenty-eight
years of her life as a slave.
Sojourner Truth's narrative discusses her life as a slave, her ultimate liberation, and her life as one
of the best known black activists of the 19th century.
Sojourner Truth as Orator
My Name Is Truth
A Self-made Woman
Fighting for Freedom
* Critically acclaimed biographies of history's most notable African-Americans * Straightforward and
objective writing * Lavishly illustrated with photographs and memorabilia * Essential for multicultural
studies
Sojourner Truth (1795-1883) was originally a Dutch-speaking slave in Hurley, New York (Ulster County)
who became one of the nineteenth century's most eloquent voices for the causes of anti-slavery and
women's rights. This work includes several important texts about her life, beginning with a dictated
autobiography. In it, she tells of her early life in slavery and how she did not officially achieve
freedom until 1827, under New York State's Anti- Slavery Act. The children she bore as a slave were
taken from her, and it was her successful efforts to reclaim her son, Peter, who had been illegally sold
out of state, that brought her into contact with anti-slavery advocates. Moving to New York City, she
became involved in Evangelical religious and moral reform activities and began preaching at campmeetings around the city. By 1832, she had come under the influence of the self-styled utopian prophet,
Matthias, whom she helped to support with her savings and labor. In 1843, after Matthias's experimental
community had failed, Truth left New York and traveled through Long Island, Connecticut, and
Massachusetts, singing and speaking out about public and religious issues. She lived for a time at the
utopian Northampton Association of Education and Industry in Florence, Massachusetts, and after it
disbanded in 1846, she dictated this account of her life's story to help purchase a home there. The
narrative ends with her 1849 visit to New York to see her daughter and John Dumont, her former master,
who finally acknowledges the evils of slavery. The Book of Life amplifies Truth's story with materials
emphasizing her anti-slavery and women's-rights activism. Around 1857, she moved to Battle Creek,
Michigan, though after the Emancipation Proclamation (1863), she worked in Washington as a counselor and
educator for former slaves through the Freedman's Relief Association and the Freedmen's Hospital. She
also crusaded for equal treatment for black and white passengers on local street cars. In 1874, she
returned to Battle Creek to nurse an ill grandson, and after his death a year later, her own health
irreversibly declined. Her famous "Ain't I a Woman?" speech, addressed to the Woman's Rights Convention
in Akron, Ohio, in 1851, is also included here in a transcription by Mrs. Frances D. Gage.
Truth spoke about abolition, women's rights, prison reform, and preached to the Legislature against
capital punishment. Not everyone welcomed her preaching and lectures, but she had many friends and
staunch support among many influential people at the time, including Amy Post, Parker Pillsbury, Frances
Gage, Wendell Phillips, William Lloyd Garrison, Laura Smith Haviland, Lucretia Mott, and Susan B.
Anthony. Truth started dictating her memoirs to her friend Olive Gilbert, and in 1850 William Lloyd
Garrison privately published her book, The Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A Northern Slave.
Born a slave in New York state around 1797 and given the name Isabella Baumfree, Sojourner Truth soon
believed that God wanted her to be a travelling preacher who always spoke the truth. She was sold three
times early in her life; her third owner promised
A Bondswoman of Olden Time, Emancipated by the New York Legislature in the Early Part of the Present
Century; with a History of Her Labors and Correspondence
A Biography
Antislavery Activist
A Voice for Freedom

From celebrated author Gary D. Schmidt comes a picture book biography of a giant in the struggle for civil rights,
perfectly pitched for readers today. Sojourner Truth was born into slavery but possessed a mind and a vision that
knew no bounds. So Tall Within traces her life from her painful childhood through her remarkable emancipation to
her incredible leadership in the movement for rights for both women and African Americans. Her story is told with
lyricism and pathos by Gary D. Schmidt, one of the most celebrated writers for children in the twenty-first century,
and brought to life by award winning and fine artist Daniel Minter. This combination of talent is just right for
introducing this legendary figure to a new generation of children.
Presents the life and accomplishments of Sojourner Truth, from her early life as a slave to her role as advocate for
both the abolitionist and the suffragist movements.
A monumental biography of one of the most important black women of the nineteenth century. Sojourner Truth
first gained prominence at an 1851 Akron, Ohio, women's rights conference, saying, "Dat man over dar say dat
woman needs to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches. . . . Nobody eber helps me into carriages, or
ober mud-puddles . . . and ar'n't I a woman?" Sojourner Truth: ex-slave and fiery abolitionist, figure of imposing
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physique, riveting preacher and spellbinding singer who dazzled listeners with her wit and originality. Straighttalking and unsentimental, Truth became a national symbol for strong black women--indeed, for all strong women.
Like Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass, she is regarded as a radical of immense and enduring influence; yet,
unlike them, what is remembered of her consists more of myth than of personality. Now, in a masterful blend of
scholarship and sympathetic understanding, eminent black historian Nell Irvin Painter goes beyond the myths,
words, and photographs to uncover the life of a complex woman who was born into slavery and died a legend.
Inspired by religion, Truth transformed herself from a domestic servant named Isabella into an itinerant
pentecostal preacher; her words of empowerment have inspired black women and poor people the world over to
this day. As an abolitionist and a feminist, Truth defied the notion that slaves were male and women were white,
expounding a fact that still bears repeating: among blacks there are women; among women, there are blacks. No
one who heard her speak ever forgot Sojourner Truth, the power and pathos of her voice, and the intelligence of
her message. No one who reads Painter's groundbreaking biography will forget this landmark figure and the story
of her courageous life.
A collection of Sojourner Truth's iconic words, including her famous speech at the 1851 Women's Rights
Convention in Akron, Ohio A former slave and one of the most powerful orators of her time, Sojourner Truth fought
for the equal rights of black women throughout her life. This selection of her impassioned speeches is
accompanied by the words of other inspiring African-American female campaigners from the nineteenth century.
Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves - and
each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked
and comforted. They have enriched lives--and upended them. Now Penguin brings you a new set of the acclaimed
Great Ideas, a curated library of selections from the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries
whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
Women of Courage: Sojourner Truth
All Men (and Women) Are Created Equal
Literary Touchstone Classic
Ain't I A Woman?
An introduction to the life of the woman born into slavery who became a well-known abolitionist and crusader for
the rights of African Americans in the United States.
Learn about the life of this amazing abolitionist.
Almost 100 years before Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat, Sojourner Truth was mistreated by a
streetcar conductor. She took him to court--and won! Before she was Sojourner Truth, she was known simply as
Belle. Born a slave in New York sometime around 1797, she was later sold and separated from her family. Even
after she escaped from slavery, she knew her work was not yet done. She changed her name and traveled,
inspiring everyone she met and sharing her story until her death in 1883 at age eighty-six. In this easy-to-read
biography, Yona Zeldis McDonough continues to share that remarkable story.
A brief biography of the northern slave who after gaining her freedom became the first black woman to give
antislavery lectures in the United States.
Equal Rights Advocate
Prophet of Social Justice
The Narrative of Sojourner Truth
Path to Glory
Offers a portrait of Sojourner Truth, who was born into slavery, transformed herself into a pentecostal preacher, and spoke out against slavery and in
support of oppressed people
Surveys the life of Sojourner Truth, who escaped from slavery and became famous as an advocate of equal rights for women and blacks.
Presents a biography of the woman who was born a slave with no status and became one of the most powerful voices in the abolitionist movement.
Here is the remarkable true story of how former slave Isabella Baumfree transformed herself into the preacher and orator Sojourner Truth, as told by
acclaimed author Ann Turner and award-winning illustrator James Ransome. An iconic figure of the abolitionist and women's rights movements,
Sojourner Truth famously spoke out for equal rights roughly one hundred years before the civil rights movement. This beautifully illustrated and
impeccably researched picture book biography underwent expert review by two historians of the period. My Name Is Truth includes a detailed
historical note, an archival photo, and a list of suggested supplemental reading materials. Written in the fiery and eloquent voice of Sojourner Truth
herself, this moving story will captivate readers just as Sojourner's passionate words enthralled her listeners. Supports the Common Core State
Standards
Narrative of Sojourner Truth
Speaking Up for Freedom
A Northern Slave
Ain't I a Woman?

Sojourner Truth was born into slavery in New York in 1797 or 1798. She never knew for sure
which year she was born or even whether it was summer or winter. By the time she was a
young woman, Sojourner knew she could no longer live as a slave, and with the help of
Quakers, she escaped to freedom. She then began her long struggle to reunite her family and
to free other slaves.
The Narrative of Sojourner Truth is the memoir of an African-American woman who struggled
against the bondages of slavery in the early 1800s. It is one of the most famous slave
narratives of all time and is one of the most important documents of slavery ever written. This
is her story. This is her voice. Dictated to her friend Olive Gilbert and first published privately
in 1850, this partial autobiography of the woman who became a pioneer in the struggles for
racial and sexual equality is a lens into the little-known world of northern slavery and an
Page 3/5

File Type PDF Who Was Sojourner Truth?
inspiring account of a black woman striving for personal and political empowerment. Truth
was born into slavery around 1797 but managed to escape with her infant daughter in 1826.
She found refuge in the home of Isaac and Maria Van Wagenen of New Paltz, New York and in
1828, became the first black woman to win a case against a white man when she sued to
recover her son, who was still enslaved. Born Isabella Baumfree, Sojourner changed her name
to signify her belief that God had tasked her with the mission to go forth and preach the
message of abolition. Her strong spirituality helped her overcome the many struggles she
faced in life and enabled her to become a leading abolitionist and champion of women's rights.
This narrative bears witness to Sojourner Truth's thirty years of bondage and her
transformation into an extraordinary abolitionist, feminist, orator, and preacher. She is the
passionate woman on the Smithsonian Institution's list of "100 Most Significant Americans. It
is a must read for anyone interested in that dark period of time in American history.
At a time when the cooperation between white abolitionists and African Americans was limited,
as was the alliance between the woman suffrage movement and the abolitionists, Sojourner
Truth was a figure that brought all factions together by her skills as a public speaker and by
her common sense. She worked with acumen to claim and actively gain rights for all human
beings, starting with those who were enslaved, but not excluding women, the poor, the
homeless, and the unemployed. Truth believed that all people could be enlightened about their
actions and choose to behave better if they were educated by others, and persistently acted
upon these beliefs.
An in-depth analysis of the full breadth of Sojourner Truth's public discourse that places it in
its proper historical context and explores the rhetorical strategies used by this illiterate exslave to create a powerful public persona.
A Picture Book of Sojourner Truth
Sojourner Truth
A Life, a Symbol
A Northern Slave, Emancipated from Bodily Servitude by the State of New York, in 1828
Profiles the African American abolitionist from her childhood as a slave, through her freedom and change of name later in life, to her adult
career as a speaker against slavery and supporter of women's rights.
Sojourner Truth (c. 1797 – 1883) was an African-American abolitionist and women's rights activist. Truth was born into slavery in Swartekill,
Ulster County, New York, but escaped with her infant daughter to freedom in 1826. After going to court to recover her son, in 1828 she
became the first black woman to win such a case against a white man. Truth started dictating her memoirs to her friend Olive Gilbert, and in
1850 William Lloyd Garrison privately published her book, The Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A Northern Slave. Ain't I a Woman? (1851) is
Truth's best-known speech was delivered extemporaneously, in 1851, at the Ohio Women's Rights Convention in Akron. Contents: The
Narrative of Sojourner Truth Her Birth and Parentage Accommodations Her Brothers and Sisters Her Religious Instruction The Auction Death
of Mau-mau Bett Last Days of Bomefree Death of Bomefree Commencement of Isabella's Trials in Life Trials Continued Her Standing With
Her New Master and Mistress Isabella's Marriage Isabella as a Mother Slaveholder's Promises Her Escape Illegal Sale of Her Son It Is Often
Darkest Just Before Dawn Death of Mrs. Eliza Fowler Isabella's Religious Experience New Trials My Dear and Beloved Mother Finding a
Brother and Sister Gleanings The Matthias Delusion Fasting The Cause of Her Leaving the City The Consequences of Refusing a Traveller a
Night's Lodging Some of Her Views and Reasonings The Second Advent Doctrines Another Camp Meeting Her Last Interview With Her
Master Certificates of Character Ain't I a Woman?
Presents the life and accomplishments of Sojourner Truth, from her early life as a slave to her role as advocate for both the abolitionist and
the suffragist movement.
Presents the full-text of "The Narrative of Sojourner Truth," written by Olive Gilbert in 1850 with information on American evangelist and
reformer Sojourner Truth (c.1797-1883). Features information about her family, her life as a slave, and her work as an evangelist.
The Story of Sojourner Truth
Sojourner Truth's Long Walk Toward Freedom
Wit, Story, and Song
Sojourner Truth's America

For challenge and encouragement in your Christian life, read the life stories of the Heroes of the Faith. The novelized biographies of
this series are inspiring and easy-to-read, ideal for Christians of any age or background. In Sojourner Truth, you’ll get to know the
tall, powerful former slave whose biblically-based call for equality—for both blacks and women—secured her a place in American
history. Appropriate for readers from junior high through adult, helpful for believers of any background, these biographies
encourage greater Christian commitment through the example of heroes like Sojourner Truth.
They're bold. They're fearless. They're adventurous. They have a faith that can move mountains. They're women of courage. This
series of easy-read biographies celebrates the lives of women who lived lives committed to changing the world for better. What set
them apart? The willingness to live courageously for Christ, even in the midst of impossible situations. In Sojourner Truth, you will
meet the tall, powerful former slave and abolitionist whose biblically-based call for equality—for both African Americans and
women—secured her a place in American history. Wherever she appeared, the wise words and electrifying presence of Sojourner
Truth brought audiences to their feet. The lengthy shadow cast by her near-six-foot frame and the challenge to injustice issued by her
stinging speeches have secured her a place in American history—a place as a woman of courage. Get inspired by her story, celebrate
her legacy, and learn that God can use each of us for mighty things. . .if we have courage.
Although Sojourner Truth was born into bondage and oppression, in liberation she emerged as a leader in the most radical causes of
her era. She travelled the country as an outspoken and riveting presence, battling for the abolition of slavery and for women’s
suffrage. While her role in these movements has been well-documented, biographers have frequently overlooked the influence of
religion in Truth’s life. A participant in a number of the most significant religious movements of her day, including the Methodist
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Perfectionists, the Kingdom of Matthias, the Utopians, and the Spiritualists, Truth drew her notions of justice from religion.
Sojourner Truth: Prophet of Social Justice provides a concise biography of this important figure, integrating her religious life in
ways that shed light on Truth’s work and the religious movements of her day. Accompanied by primary source documents including
political records, speech transcripts, and selections from her autobiography, Richman's biography provides a rich and accessible
narrative of Truth's life and legacy.
So Tall Within
Sojourner Truth: A Life, A Symbol
American Abolitionist
Including Her Speech Ain't I a Woman?
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