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The Myth Of Sisyphus (Penguin Great Ideas)
'It is possible for man to snatch the world from the darkness of
absurdity' How should we think and act in the world? These
writings on the human condition by one of the twentieth
century's great philosophers explore the absurdity of our
notions of good and evil, and show instead how we make our own
destiny simply by being. One of twenty new books in the
bestselling Penguin Great Ideas series. This new selection
showcases a diverse list of thinkers who have helped shape our
world today, from anarchists to stoics, feminists to prophets,
satirists to Zen Buddhists.
Robert Coover's imagination blisteringly combines the sinister
and the hilarious - in writing both wildly energetic and cruelly
vaudevillian. In these three short stories, he conjures macabre
scenes of a troubled circus romance, of a brutally comic traffic
accident, and of a single night of babysitting where every hope
or threat of violence or sex is done and undone.
Also includes The Misunderstanding, State of Siege, and The Just
Assassins. Translated by Stuart Gilbert.
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In his first novel, A Happy Death, written when he was in his
early twenties and retrieved from his private papers following
his death in I960, Albert Camus laid the foundation for The
Stranger, focusing in both works on an Algerian clerk who kills
a man in cold blood. But he also revealed himself to an extent
that he never would in his later fiction. For if A Happy Death
is the study of a rule-bound being shattering the fetters of his
existence, it is also a remarkably candid portrait of its author
as a young man. As the novel follows the protagonist, Patrice
Mersault, to his victim's house -- and then, fleeing, in a
journey that takes him through stages of exile, hedonism,
privation, and death -it gives us a glimpse into the imagination
of one of the great writers of the twentieth century. For here
is the young Camus himself, in love with the sea and sun,
enraptured by women yet disdainful of romantic love, and already
formulating the philosophy of action and moral responsibility
that would make him central to the thought of our time.
Translated from the French by Richard Howard
Notebooks, 1935-1942
Fear and Trembling
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Romance of the Thin Man and the Fat Lady
Lectures and Speeches
The Book That Changed My Life

From the 100-part Penguin Great Ideas series comes an excerpt from the
famous Book of the Courtier. In his witty and perceptive discourses on the ideal
virtues of a Renaissance courtier, Baldesar Castiglione sets out values that
continue to offer illumination in questions of leadership and
government̶espousing such qualities as prudence, courage, loyalty, affability,
and style, and even encouraging the playing of sport as one of the best ways to
gain influence and power. Penguin Great Ideas: Throughout history, some books
have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves̶and
each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war, and revolution. They have
enlightened, outraged, provoked, and comforted. They have enriched lives̶and
destroyed them. Now Penguin Great Ideas brings you the works of the great
thinkers, pioneers, radicals, and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and
helped make us who we are. Other titles in the series include Niccolò
Machiavelli's The Prince, Thomas Paine's Common Sense, and Charles Darwin's
On Natural Selection.
Need help understanding the writing of Albert Camus? Ray's Study Guides will
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meet your needs. This guide for students is aimed to support the study of the two
texts, not to replace that study. The Myth of Sisyphus provides Camus'
philosophical introduction to The Stranger. Introductions and commentaries keep
readers on-track, but the questions are designed to get you thinking and talking
and deepen your understanding.
Individet på den forkerte hylde søger at hævde sig gennem overkreativitet
In May 2005 Penguin will publish 70 unique titles to celebrate the company's 70th
birthday. The titles in the Pocket Penguins series are emblematic of the
renowned breadth of quality of the Penguin list and will hark back to Penguin
founder Allen Lane's vision of good books for all'. three essays evoke different
aspects of the place - the title essay The Minotaur and The Return to Tipasa.
Thus Spoke Zarathustra
The Sea Close By
The Rebel
Selected Essays and Notebooks
On Natural Selection
The Outsider or The Stranger (French: L'Etranger) is a novel by Albert Camus published in
1942. Its theme and outlook are often cited as exemplars of Camus's philosophy of the absurd
and existentialism, though Camus personally rejected the latter label. The titular character is
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Meursault, an indifferent French Algerian ("a citizen of France domiciled in North Africa, a
man of the Mediterranean, an homme du midi yet one who hardly partakes of the traditional
Mediterranean culture"), who, after attending his mother's funeral, apathetically kills an Arab
man whom he recognises in French Algiers. The story is divided into two parts, presenting
Meursault's first-person narrative view before and after the murder, respectively. In January
1955, Camus wrote: "I summarized The Stranger a long time ago, with a remark I admit was
highly paradoxical: 'In our society any man who does not weep at his mother's funeral runs the
risk of being sentenced to death.' I only meant that the hero of my book is condemned because he
does not play the game."
By one of the most profoundly influential thinkers of our century, The Rebel is a classic essay on
revolution. For Albert Camus, the urge to revolt is one of the "essential dimensions" of human
nature, manifested in man's timeless Promethean struggle against the conditions of his
existence, as well as the popular uprisings against established orders throughout history. And
yet, with an eye toward the French Revolution and its regicides and deicides, he shows how
inevitably the course of revolution leads to tyranny. As old regimes throughout the world
collapse, The Rebel resonates as an ardent, eloquent, and supremely rational voice of
conscience for our tumultuous times. Translated from the French by Anthony Bower.
'Truth is mysterious, fleeting, always to be won. Freedom is dangerous, as hard to live as it is
exalting' This definitive new collection of Albert Camus' public speeches and lectures gives an
unparalleled insight into the thought of one of the twentieth century's most enduring writers.
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From his pre-war speech on the politics and culture of the Mediterranean - delivered when he
was just twenty-two - to his impassioned Nobel Prize acceptance speeches, Speaking Out makes
manifest Camus' 'stubborn humanism', his longing for freedom and justice. In a Europe scarred
by the horrors of the early twentieth century, these speeches mark a singular artist's commitment
to a kinder, truer world.
Edited and with an Introduction by Gordon Marino Basic Writings of Existentialism, unique to
the Modern Library, presents the writings of key nineteenth- and twentieth-century thinkers
broadly united by their belief that because life has no inherent meaning humans can discover,
we must determine meaning for ourselves. This anthology brings together into one volume the
most influential and commonly taught works of existentialism. Contributors include Simone de
Beauvoir, Albert Camus, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Ralph Ellison, Martin Heidegger, Søren
Kierkegaard, Friedrich Nietzsche, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo.
The Power and Responsibility of the Artist
The Penguin Modern Classics Book
The Story of a Friendship and the Quarrel that Ended It
The Myth of Sisyphus
Summer in Algiers

Part of the Penguin Classics campaign celebrating 100 years of Albert Camus, 'A Sea
Close By' reveals the writer as a sensual witness of landscapes, the sea and sailing. It is a
light, summery day-dream. Accompanying 'The Sea Close By' is the essay 'Summer in
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Algiers', a lovesong to his Mediterranean childhood.
In this profound and moving philosophical statement, Camus poses the fundamental
question: Is life worth living? If human existence holds no significance, what can keep us
from suicide? As Camus argues, if there is no God to give meaning to our lives, humans
must take on that purpose themselves. This is our 'absurd' task, like Sisyphus forever
rolling his rock up a hill, as the inevitability of death constantly overshadows us. Written
during the bleakest days of the Second World War, The Myth of Sisyphus argues for an
acceptance of reality that encompasses revolt, passion and, above all, liberty. This volume
contains several other essays, including lyrical evocations of the sunlit cities of Algiers and
Oran, the settings of his great novels The Outsider and The Plague. Albert Camus is the
author of a number of best-selling and highly influential works, all of which are published
by Penguin. They include The Fall, The Outsider and The First Man. He is remembered as
one of the few writers to have shaped the intellectual climate of post-war France, but
beyond that, his fame has been international. Translated by Justin O'Brien With an
Introduction by James Wood
This selection from his essays. Lyrical and Critical, and from his private notebooks aims
to present Camus as a writer and literary critic, as well as Camus the individual.
“To create today means to create dangerously. Every publication is a deliberate act, and
that act makes us vulnerable to the passions of a century that forgives nothing.” In 1957,
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Nobel Prize-winning philosopher Albert Camus gave a speech entitled "Create
Dangerously," effectively a call to arms for artists, in particular those who came from an
immigrant background, like he did. Camus understood the necessity of those making art as
a part of civil society. A bold cry for artistic freedom and responsibility, his words today
remain as timely as ever. In this new translation, Camus's message, available as a standalone little book for the first time, will resonate with a new generation of writers and
artists.
For the Time Being
71 Remarkable Writers Celebrate the Books That Matter Most to Them
The Stranger
The Outsider
These are unique stories of timeless wisdom and understanding from the
Zen Masters. With rich and fascinating tales of swords, tigers, tea, flowers
and dogs, the writings of the Masters challenge every perception - and seek
to bring all readers closer to enlightenment. Throughout history, some
books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see
ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and
revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted.
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They have enriched lives - and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you
the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose
ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
Commemorating the eightieth anniversary of Sacco and Vanzetti's
execution- with a new cover and new foreword Electrocuted in 1927 for the
murder of two guards in Massachusetts, the Italian- American anarchists
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti defied the verdict against them,
maintaining their innocence to the end. Whether they were guilty continues
to be the subject of debate today. First published in 1928, Sacco and
Vanzetti's letters represent one of the great personal documents of the
twentieth century: a volume of primary source material as famous for the
splendor of its impassioned prose as for the brilliant light it sheds on the
characters of the two dedicated anarchists who became the focus of
worldwide attention. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With
more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of
the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
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authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
Until now it has been impossible to read the full story of the relationship
between Albert Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre. Their dramatic rupture at the
height of the Cold War, like that conflict itself, demanded those caught in
its wake to take sides rather than to appreciate its tragic complexity. Now,
using newly available sources, Ronald Aronson offers the first book-length
account of the twentieth century's most famous friendship and its end.
Albert Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre first met in 1943, during the German
occupation of France. The two became fast friends. Intellectual as well as
political allies, they grew famous overnight after Paris was liberated. As
playwrights, novelists, philosophers, journalists, and editors, the two
seemed to be everywhere and in command of every medium in post-war
France. East-West tensions would put a strain on their friendship, however,
as they evolved in opposing directions and began to disagree over
philosophy, the responsibilities of intellectuals, and what sorts of political
changes were necessary or possible. As Camus, then Sartre adopted the
mantle of public spokesperson for his side, a historic showdown seemed
inevitable. Sartre embraced violence as a path to change and Camus
sharply opposed it, leading to a bitter and very public falling out in 1952.
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They never spoke again, although they continued to disagree, in code, until
Camus's death in 1960. In a remarkably nuanced and balanced account,
Aronson chronicles this riveting story while demonstrating how Camus and
Sartre developed first in connection with and then against each other, each
keeping the other in his sights long after their break. Combining biography
and intellectual history, philosophical and political passion, Camus and
Sartre will fascinate anyone interested in these great writers or the worldhistorical issues that tore them apart.
Edited by Philip Thody, translated by Ellen Conroy Kennedy. "Here now, for
the first time in a complete English translation, we have Camus' three little
volumes of essays, plus a selection of his critical comments on literature
and his own place in it. As might be expected, the main interest of these
writings is that they illuminate new facets of his usual subject matter."--The
New York Times Book Review "...a new single work for American readers
that stands among the very finest."--The Nation
The Strange Crime of John Boulnois
Essays
Happy Death
Lyrical and Critical Essays
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What Is Existentialism?
The essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world For six decades the
Penguin Modern Classics series has been an era-defining, ever-evolving series of books,
encompassing works by modernist pioneers, avant-garde iconoclasts, radical visionaries and
timeless storytellers. This reader's companion showcases every title published in the series so
far, with more than 1,800 books and 600 authors, from Achebe and Adonis to Zamyatin
and Zweig. It is the essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world, and the
companion volume to The Penguin Classics Book. Bursting with lively descriptions, surprising
reading lists, key literary movements and over two thousand cover images, The Penguin
Modern Classics Book is an invitation to dive in and explore the greatest literature of the last
hundred years.
The Myth of SisyphusPenguin UK
Soren Kierkegaard reflects poetically and philosophically on the biblical story of God's
command to Abraham, that he sacrifice his son Isaac as a test of faith. Was Abraham's
proposed action morally and religiously justified or murder? Is there an absolute duty to
God? Was Abraham justified in remaining silent? In pondering these questions, Kierkegaard
presents faith as a paradox that cannot be understood by reason and conventional morality.
Camus' diary and random notes which provided material for his later fiction.
A Dialectical Lyric
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The First Ten Books
Human Happiness
The Spy’s Wife
Camus and Sartre
Now in paperback, a delightful collection of essays on the transformative power of
reading In The Book That Changed My Life, our most admired writers, doctors,
professors, religious leaders, politicians, chefs, and CEO s share the books that mean
the most to them. For Doris Kearns Goodwin it was Barbara Tuchman's The Guns of
August, which inspired her to enter a field, history writing, traditionally reserved for
men. For Jacques Pépin it was The Myth of Sisyphus, which taught him the
importance of personal responsibility, dignity, and goodness in the midst of
existentialist France. A testament to the life-altering importance of literature, this book
inspires us to return to old favorites and seek out new treasures. All proceeds go to The
Read to Grow Foundation, which partners with urban hospitals to provide books and
literacy information to newborns and their families.
Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the
way we see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and
revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have
enriched lives - and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great
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thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped
make us who we are. Perhaps the most widely read thinker of all time, Confucius
transformed Chinese philosophy with his belief that the greatest goal in life was pursuit
of 'The Way': a search for virtue not as a means to rewards in this world or the next,
but as the pinnacle of human existence.
The colossus of crime leaned over to the little rustic priest with a sort of sudden
interest. 'You have heard of it?' he asked. 'Where have you heard of it?' 'Well, I
mustn't tell you his name, of course,' said the little man simply. 'He was a penitent, you
know. He had lived prosperously for about twenty years entirely on duplicate brownpaper parcels. And so, you see, when I began to suspect you, I thought of this poor
chap's way of doing it at once.' 'Began to suspect me?' repeated the outlaw with
increased intensity. 'Did you really have the gumption to suspect me just because I
brought you up to this bare part of the heath?' 'No, no,' said Brown with an air of
apology. 'You see, I suspected you when we first met. It's that little bulge up the sleeve
where you people have the spiked bracelet.' 'How in Tartarus,' cried Flambeau, 'did
you ever hear of the spiked bracelet?' 'Oh, one's little flock, you know!' said Father
Brown, arching his eyebrows rather blankly. One of detective fiction's most
idiosyncratic and best-loved characters, G. K. Chesterton's Father Brown is both a
diminutive, genial clergyman and a master sleuth. In these two stories involving the
Page 14/21

Read Online The Myth Of Sisyphus (Penguin Great Ideas)
ingenious, unobtrusive priest, a murdered man denounces his killer with his dying
breaths, and a brilliant French inspector follows a trail of gentil carnage across
London. This book includes The Strange Crime of John Boulnois and The Blue Cross.
In the speech he gave upon accepting the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1957, Albert
Camus said that a writer "cannot serve today those who make history; he must serve
those who are subject to it." And in these twenty-three political essays, he demonstrates
his commitment to history's victims, from the fallen maquis of the French Resistance to
the casualties of the Cold War. Resistance, Rebellion and Death displays Camus'
rigorous moral intelligence addressing issues that range from colonial warfare in
Algeria to the social cancer of capital punishment. But this stirring book is above all a
reflection on the problem of freedom, and, as such, belongs in the same tradition as the
works that gave Camus his reputation as the conscience of our century: The Stranger,
The Rebel, and The Myth of Sisyphus.
Resistance, Rebellion, and Death
Showtime!
Caligula and Three Other Plays
An Essay on Man in Revolt
Basic Writings of Existentialism
'Her feelings for the child redeemed her from bitterness, and shed some light on the dark
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industrial terraces and the waste lands of the city's rubble.' One of the most acclaimed
novelists of her generation, Margaret Drabble is an unmatched observer of postwar
English lives, portraying social change, sexual liberation, landscape, class and the messy
complications of human relationships with intricacy and honesty. In these two stories of
lives colliding, a mother buying a birthday gift has her dreams destroyed, and a
honeymoon leads to an unexpected epiphany. This book contains The Gifts of War and
Hassan's Tower.
Camus's writing confronts the great philosophical dilemmas of our time with piercing
clarity. These three powerful and evocative stories are heavy with the weight of the
human condition, and rich with atmosphere. In them, an ageing labourer, a woman
travelling in North Africa with her husband, and a schoolteacher tasked with
transporting a prisoner each face their own moral crises.
Created by the seventeenth-century philosopher and mathematician Pascal, the essays
contained in Human Happiness are a curiously optimistic look at whether humans can
ever find satisfaction and real joy in life – or whether a belief in God is a wise gamble at
best. Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the
way we see ourselves – and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and
revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have
enriched lives – and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great
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thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped
make us who we are.
‘So, Will, are you going to come with me and my team of merry performers to the sunny
climes of Australia, where the crowds are already queuing and the streets are paved with
gold?’ In the second half of the 19th century, Melbourne is a veritable boom town, as
hopefuls from every corner of the globe flock to the gold fields of Victoria. And where
people crave gold, they also crave entertainment. Enter stage right: brothers Will and
Max Worthing and their wives Mabel and Gertie. The family arrives from England in the
1880s with little else but the masterful talents that will see them rise from simple
travelling performers to sophisticated entrepreneurs. Enter stage left: their rivals, Carlo
and Rube. Childhood friends since meeting in a London orphanage, the two men have
literally fought their way to the top and are now producers of the bawdy but hugely
popular ‘Big Show Bonanza’. The fight for supremacy begins. Waiting in the wings:
Comedy, tragedy, passion and betrayal; economic depression, the Black Death and the
horrors of World War One...
The Myth of Sisyphus and the Stranger by Albert Camus
The Letters of Sacco and Vanzetti
How to Achieve True Greatness
Exile and the Kingdom
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On Suicide
National Bestseller "Beautifully written and delightfully strange...as earthy as it is
sublime...in the truest sense, an eye-opener." --Daily News From Annie Dillard, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek and one of the most compelling writers of
our time, comes For the Time Being, her most profound narrative to date. With her keen eye,
penchant for paradox, and yearning for truth, Dillard renews our ability to discover wonder
in life's smallest--and often darkest--corners. Why do we exist? Where did we come from?
How can one person matter? Dillard searches for answers in a powerful array of images:
pictures of bird-headed dwarfs in the standard reference of human birth defects; ten thousand
terra-cotta figures fashioned for a Chinese emperor in place of the human court that might
have followed him into death; the paleontologist and theologian Teilhard de Chardin crossing
the Gobi Desert; the dizzying variety of clouds. Vivid, eloquent, haunting, For the Time Being
evokes no less than the terrifying grandeur of all that remains tantalizingly and troublingly
beyond our understanding. "Stimulating, humbling, original--. [Dillard] illuminate[s] the
human perspective of the world, past, present and future, and the individual's relatively
inconsequential but ever so unique place in it."--Rocky Mountain News
Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we
see ourselves—and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They
have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives—and destroyed
them. Now, Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
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visionaries whose ideas shook civilization, and helped make us who we are. Penguin's Great
Ideas series features twelve groundbreaking works by some of history's most prodigious
thinkers, and each volume is beautifully packaged with a unique type-drive design that
highlights the bookmaker's art. Offering great literature in great packages at great prices, this
series is ideal for those readers who want to explore and savor the Great Ideas that have
shaped the world.
Evie, a widow and stationmaster’s daughter, can't help but look out for the weekly visit of the
handsome man she and her sister call the Southerner on their train platform in the wilds of
northern England. When polite salutations shift to friendly conversations, they become
captivated by each other. After so much sorrow, the childless Evie can’t believe love and the
chance for her own family have come into her life again. With rumours coming out of
Germany that Hitler may be stirring up war, local English authorities have warned against
spies. Even Evie becomes suspicious of her new suitor, Roger. But all is not what it seems.
When Roger is arrested, Evie comes up with an audacious plan to prove his innocence that
means moving to Germany and working as a British counter-spy. Wearing the disguise of
dutiful, naïve wife, Evie must charm the Nazi Party’s dangerous officials to bring home hard
evidence of war mongering on the Führer’s part. But in this game of cat and mouse, it seems
everyone has an ulterior motive, and Evie finds it impossible to know who to trust. With lives
on the line, ultimate sacrifices will be made as she wrestles between her patriotism and saving
the man she loves. From the windswept moors of the Yorkshire dales to the noisy beer halls of
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Munich and grand country estates in the picture-book Bavarian mountains, this is a lively
and high-stakes thriller that will keep you second-guessing until the very end. 'The Spy's Wife
is a tense, powerful story with a brave and captivating heroine at its heart. With a suspenseful
plot and plenty of intrigue, this is a lively, high-stakes historical thriller that will keep you
second-guessing until the very end.' Better Reading
Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we
see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They
have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives - and
destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals
and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are. One of the
most important thinkers ever to write in English, the Empiricist David Hume liberated
philosophy from the superstitious constraints of religion; here, he argues that all are free to
choose between life and death, considers the nature of personal taste and succinctly criticises
common philosophies of the time.
The Gifts of War
Two Study Guides
No Longer Human
The Adulterous Woman
Create Dangerously

A young man describes his torment as he struggles to
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reconcile the diverse influences of Western culture and the
traditions of his own Japanese heritage
Writings from the Zen Masters
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