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In a chronological series of maps and accompanying text it traces the
movements of races in Europe, the Mediterranean area and the Near East
from 50,000 BC to the fourth century AD, including Mesopotamians,
Egyptians, Indians, Greeks, Celts and Romans, among many other peoples.
This is a companion volume to The New Penguin Atlas of Medieval History,
The Penguin Atlas of Modern History (to 1815) and The New Penguin Atlas
of Recent History.
A sweeping history of the Greeks, from the Bronze Age to today More than
two thousand years ago, the Greek city-states, led by Athens and Sparta, laid
the foundation for much of modern science, the arts, politics, and law. But
the influence of the Greeks did not end with the rise and fall of this classical
civilization. As historian Roderick Beaton illustrates, over three millennia
Greek speakers produced a series of civilizations that were rooted in
southeastern Europe but again and again ranged widely across the globe. In
The Greeks, Beaton traces this history from the Bronze Age Mycenaeans
who built powerful fortresses at home and strong trade routes abroad, to
the dramatic Eurasian conquests of Alexander the Great, to the pious
Byzantines who sought to export Christianity worldwide, to today’s Greek
diaspora, which flourishes on five continents. The product of decades of
research, this is the story of the Greeks and their global impact told as
never before.
A very clear, reliable and readable history of economic thought from the
ancient world to the present day. From Homer to Marx to John Stuart Mill,
Backhouse shows how to keep your Keynsians from your post-Keynsians and
New Keynsians. A core book.
Xenophon's History recounts nearly fifty turbulent years of warfare in
Greece between 411 and 362 BC. Continuing the story of the Peloponnesian
War at the point where Thucydides finished his magisterial history, this is a
fascinating chronicle of the conflicts that ultimately led to the decline of
Greece, and the wars with both Thebes and the might of Persia. An Athenian
by birth, Xenophon became a firm supporter of the Spartan cause, and
fought against the Athenians in the battle of Coronea. Combining history
and memoir, this is a brilliant account of the triumphs and failures of citystates, and a portrait of Greece at a time of crisis.
The Greeks
Introducing the Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators
of the Western Mind
The Ancient Greeks
The Battle That Changed the World
Daughters of Isis
'The Penguin History of Europe series ... is one of contemporary publishing's great
projects' New Statesman To an extraordinary extent we continue to live in the shadow of
the classical world. At every level from languages to calendars to political systems, we are
the descendants of a 'classical Europe', using frames of reference created by ancient
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Mediterranean cultures. As this consistently fresh and surprising new book makes clear,
however, this was no less true for the inhabitants of those classical civilizations themselves,
whose myths, history, and buildings were an elaborate engagement with an already old
and revered past filled with great leaders and writers, emigrations and battles. Indeed,
much of the reason we know so much about the classical past is the obsessive importance it
held for so many generations of Greeks and Romans, who interpreted and reinterpreted
their changing casts of heroes and villains. Figures such as Alexander the Great and
Augustus Caesar loom large in our imaginations today, but they were themselves
fascinated by what had preceded them. The Birth of Classical Europe is therefore both an
authoritative history, and also a fascinating attempt to show how our own changing values
and interests have shaped our feelings about an era which is by some measures very
remote but by others startlingly close.
"A study of the character and history of an ancient civilization, and of the people who
created it"--from page [4] of cover.
In ancient Egypt women enjoyed a legal, social and sexual independence unrivalled by
their Greek or Roman sisters, or in fact by most women until the late nineteenth century.
They could own and trade in property, work outside the home, marry foreigners and live
alone without the protection of a male guardian. Some of them even rose to rule Egypt as
‘female kings’. Joyce Tyldesley’s vivid history of how women lived in ancient Egypt
weaves a fascinating picture of daily life – marriage and the home, work and play,
grooming and religion – viewed from a female perspective, in a work that is engaging,
original and constantly surprising.
Comprehensive in its scope and brilliantly readable, this is a superb follow-up to the
author's bestselling Penguin History of the World. Beginning with prehistory and the early
civilizations of the Aegean, The Penguin History of Europe traces the development of
European identity in its many guises, through the age of Christendom, the Middle Ages,
early Modern history and the old European order.
The Penguin History of Greece
The Classical World
Creators, Conquerors, and Citizens
An Epic History from Homer to Hadrian
The Sweeping History of Ancient Greece as Told by Its First Chroniclers: Herodotus,
Thucydides, Xenophon, and Plutarch
During the fifth century BC, a small and quarrelsome band of Greek city-states united to
repel a mighty Persian army. While the story of this heroic drama forms the main theme
of Herodotus' narrative, the author's curiosity fleshes out the text with digressions, folk
tales and stories.
The cradle of Western civilisation, Ancient Greece was a land of contradictions and
conflict. Intensely quarrelsome and competitive, the Greek city-states consistently
proved unwilling and unable to unite. Yet, in spite of or even because of this internal
discord, no ancient civilization proved so dynamic or productive. The Greeks not only
colonized the Mediterranean and Black Sea areas but set standards of figurative art
that endured for nearly 2500 years. Charting topics as diverse as Minoan civilization,
The Persian Wars, the Athenian Golden Age and the conquests of Alexander the Great,
the book traces the development of this creative and restless people and assesses their
impact not only on the ancient world but also on our own attitudes and environment.
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The authoritative narrative, illustrated with over sixty full colour maps and over seventy
plates, makes this an indispensable handbook for history students and enthusiasts
alike.
"We Greeks are one in blood and one in language; we have temples to the gods and
religious rites in common, and a common way of life." HerodotusThroughout the course
of ancient Greek civilisation, there always existed a sense of shared culture among the
many Greek communities scattered throughout the Mediterranean. During the Classical
(479-338) and Hellenistic (338-30) periods, the countless individual poleis of the
Archaic period gradually came together in leagues and alliances, and finally were more
or less united when they fell under the Roman empire.But what is fascinating about this
process is how much resistance there was to it. The Greeks found it impossible to unify
when faced with common enemies. Even under Roman rule the Greek cities still
bickered. Acts of union -- going back to the legendary Trojan War -- were widely
celebrated, but made little practical difference. If the Greeks knew that they were kin,
why is Greek history so often the history of their internecine wars and other forms of
competition with one another? This is the question acclaimed historian Robin Waterfield
sets out to explore in Creators, Conquerors, and Citizens.This extraordinary
contradiction -- the recognition that they were all Greeks, but the deep-seated
reluctance to unify -- is at the heart of this ambitious new history. The culmination of a
lifetime of research, Waterfield gives a comprehensive account of seven hundred years,
from the emergence of the Greeks around 750 BCE to the downfall of the last of the
Greco-Macedonian kingdoms in 30 BCE, looking at political, military, social, and
cultural history.
A radical and powerful reappraisal of the impact of Constantine’s adoption of
Christianity on the later Roman world, and on the subsequent development both of
Christianity and of Western civilization. When the Emperor Contstantine converted to
Christianity in 368 AD, he changed the course of European history in ways that
continue to have repercussions to the present day. Adopting those aspects of the
religion that suited his purposes, he turned Rome on a course from the relatively open,
tolerant and pluralistic civilization of the Hellenistic world, towards a culture that was
based on the rule of fixed authority, whether that of the Bible, or the writings of Ptolemy
in astronomy and of Galen and Hippocrates in medicine. Only a thousand years later,
with the advent of the Renaissance and the emergence of modern science, did Europe
begin to free itself from the effects of Constantine's decision, yet the effects of his
establishment of Christianity as a state religion remain with us, in many respects, today.
Brilliantly wide-ranging and ambitious, this is a major work of history.
The Penguin Book of Greek Verse
The Penguin History of the Church
Thermopylae
Sixteen Plays by Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides
The Early Church
"Wonderful…a thoughtful discussion of what made [the Greeks] so important, in their own
time and in ours." —Natalie Haynes, Independent The ancient Greeks invented democracy,
theater, rational science, and philosophy. They built the Parthenon and the Library of
Alexandria. Yet this accomplished people never formed a single unified social or political
identity. In Introducing the Ancient Greeks, acclaimed classics scholar Edith Hall offers a
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bold synthesis of the full 2,000 years of Hellenic history to show how the ancient Greeks were
the right people, at the right time, to take up the baton of human progress. Hall portrays a
uniquely rebellious, inquisitive, individualistic people whose ideas and creations continue to
enthrall thinkers centuries after the Greek world was conquered by Rome. These are the
Greeks as you’ve never seen them before.
The landmark study of ancient Greek civilization by a renowned nineteenth-century scholar
and historian sheds new light on Greek culture and its influence that rejects the long-held
myth of the Greek democratic state. 25,000 first printing.
A landmark anthology of the masterpieces of Greek drama, featuring all-new, highly
accessible translations of some of the world’s most beloved plays, including Agamemnon,
Prometheus Bound, Bacchae, Electra, Medea, Antigone, and Oedipus the King Featuring
translations by Emily Wilson, Frank Nisetich, Sarah Ruden, Rachel Kitzinger, Mary
Lefkowitz, and James Romm The great plays of Ancient Greece are among the most enduring
and important legacies of the Western world. Not only is the influence of Greek drama
palpable in everything from Shakespeare to modern television, the insights contained in
Greek tragedy have shaped our perceptions of the nature of human life. Poets, philosophers,
and politicians have long borrowed and adapted the ideas and language of Greek drama to
help them make sense of their own times. This exciting curated anthology features a cross
section of the most popular—and most widely taught—plays in the Greek canon. Fresh
translations into contemporary English breathe new life into the texts while capturing, as
faithfully as possible, their original meaning. This outstanding collection also offers short
biographies of the playwrights, enlightening and clarifying introductions to the plays, and
helpful annotations at the bottom of each page. Appendices by prominent classicists on such
topics as “Greek Drama and Politics,” “The Theater of Dionysus,” and “Plato and Aristotle
on Tragedy” give the reader a rich contextual background. A detailed time line of the dramas,
as well as a list of adaptations of Greek drama to literature, stage, and film from the time of
Seneca to the present, helps chart the history of Greek tragedy and illustrate its influence on
our culture from the Roman Empire to the present day. With a veritable who’s who of
today’s most renowned and distinguished classical translators, The Greek Plays is certain to
be the definitive text for years to come. Praise for The Greek Plays “Mary Lefkowitz and
James Romm deftly have gathered strong new translations from Frank Nisetich, Sarah
Ruden, Rachel Kitzinger, Emily Wilson, as well as from Mary Lefkowitz and James Romm
themselves. There is a freshness and pungency in these new translations that should last a
long time. I admire also the introductions to the plays and the biographies and annotations
provided. Closing essays by five distinguished classicists—the brilliant Daniel Mendelsohn and
the equally skilled David Rosenbloom, Joshua Billings, Mary-Kay Gamel, and Gregory
Hays—all enlightened me. This seems to me a helpful light into our gathering
darkness.”—Harold Bloom
Myths of the Greeks and Romans is an essential guide to ancient literature The myths told by
the Greeks and Romans are as important as their history for our understanding of what they
believed, thought and felt, and of what they expressed in writing and visual art. Mythology
was inextricably interwoven with the entire fabric of their public and private lives. This book
discusses not only the purely fictional myths, fairy-tales and folk-tales but the sagas and
legends which have some historical grounding. This is not a dictionary of stories, rather a
personal selection of the most important and memorable. Michael Grant re-tells these
marvellous tales, and then explores the different ways in which they have appeared
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throughout literature. It is an inspiring study, filled with quotations from literary sources,
which gives the reader a fascinating exposition of ancient culture as well as an understanding
of how vital the classical world has been in shaping the western culture of today.
Sticky History
The Penguin Atlas of Ancient History
Ancient Greeks
The Power of Stories to Shape People, History, Civilization
Myths Of The Greeks And Romans
From the leading scholars behind The Greek Plays, a collection of the best translations of the
foremost Greek historians, presenting a sweeping history of ancient Greece as recorded by its
first chroniclers “Just the thing to remind us that human history, though lamentably a work in
progress, is always something we can understand better.”—Sarah Ruden, translator of The
Gospels and author of The Face of Water The historians of ancient Greece were pioneers of a
new literary craft; their work stands among the world’s most enduring and important legacies
and forms the foundation of a major modern discipline. This highly readable edition includes
new and newly revised translations of selections from Herodotus—often called the “father of
history”—Thucydides, Xenophon, and Plutarch, the four greatest Greek innovators of historical
narrative. Here the reader will find their most important, and most widely taught, passages
collected in a single volume. The excerpts chart the landmark events of ancient Greece and
provide a comprehensive account of the entire classical Greek age. From the start the Greek
historians demonstrated how broad and varied historical writing could be and brought their
craft beyond a mere chronicle of past events. This volume explores each author’s interest in
religion, leadership, character, and the lessons of war. How, for instance, should readers
interpret Herodotus’ inclusion of speeches and dialogues, dreams, and oracles as part of the
“factual” record? What did Thucydides understand about human nature that (as he said) stays
constant throughout time? How did Plutarch frame historical biography as a means of depicting
the moral qualities of great men? Complete with introductions to the works of each historian,
footnotes providing context and explaining obscurities, maps, and an appendix on the Greek
conduct of war, this volume is an invaluable resource for students and passionate readers of
history alike.
Plutarch's vivid and engaging portraits of the Spartans and their customs are a major source of
our knowledge about the rise and fall of this remarkable Greek city-state between the sixth and
third centuries BC. Through his Lives of Sparta's leaders and his recording of memorable
Spartan Sayings he depicts a people who lived frugally and mastered their emotions in all
aspects of life, who also disposed of unhealthy babies in a deep chasm, introduced a gruelling
regime of military training for boys, and treated their serfs brutally. Rich in anecdote and detail,
Plutarch's writing brings to life the personalities and achievements of Sparta with unparalleled
flair and humanity.
The classical civilizations of Greece and Rome once dominated the world, and they continue to
fascinate and inspire us. Classical art and architecture, drama and epic, philosophy and politicsthese are the foundations of Western civilization. In The Classical World, eminent classicist
Robin Lane Fox brilliantly chronicles this vast sweep of history from Homer to the reign of
Hadrian. From the Peloponnesian War through the creation of Athenian democracy, from the
turbulent empire of Alexander the Great to the creation of the Roman Empire and the
emergence of Christianity, Fox serves as our witty and trenchant guide. He introduces us to
extraordinary heroes and horrific villains, great thinkers and blood-thirsty tyrants. Throughout
this vivid tour of two of the greatest civilizations the world has ever known, we remain in the
hands of a great master.
Examines the beginning of the Christian movement during the first centuries AD, and the
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explosive force of its expansion throughout the Roman world
The Closing of the Western Mind
Greeks
Biography of a Modern Nation
The Histories
The Book of the Ancient Greeks

Winner of the Duff Cooper Prize • One of The Economist's
top history books of the year From one of our leading
historians, an important new history of the Greek War of
Independence—the ultimate worldwide liberal cause célèbre
of the age of Byron, Europe’s first nationalist uprising,
and the beginning of the downward spiral of the Ottoman
Empire—published two hundred years after its outbreak As
Mark Mazower shows us in his enthralling and definitive new
account, myths about the Greek War of Independence outpaced
the facts from the very beginning, and for good reason.
This was an unlikely cause, against long odds, a
disorganized collection of Greek patriots up against what
was still one of the most storied empires in the world, the
Ottomans. The revolutionaries needed all the help they
could get. And they got it as Europeans and Americans
embraced the idea that the heirs to ancient Greece, the
wellspring of Western civilization, were fighting for their
freedom against the proverbial Eastern despot, the Turkish
sultan. This was Christianity versus Islam, now given
urgency by new ideas about the nation-state and democracy
that were shaking up the old order. Lord Byron is only the
most famous of the combatants who went to Greece to fight
and die—along with many more who followed events
passionately and supported the cause through art, music,
and humanitarian aid. To many who did go, it was a rude
awakening to find that the Greeks were a far cry from their
illustrious forebears, and were often hard to tell apart
from the Ottomans. Mazower does full justice to the
realities on the ground as a revolutionary conspiracy
triggered outright rebellion, and a fraying and distracted
Ottoman leadership first missed the plot and then
overreacted disastrously. He shows how and why ethnic
cleansing commenced almost immediately on both sides. By
the time the dust settled, Greece was free, and Europe was
changed forever. It was a victory for a completely new kind
of politics—international in its range and affiliations,
popular in its origins, romantic in sentiment, and radical
in its goals. It was here on the very edge of Europe that
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the first successful revolution took place in which a
people claimed liberty for themselves and overthrew an
entire empire to attain it, transforming diplomatic norms
and the direction of European politics forever, and
inaugurating a new world of nation-states, the world in
which we still live.
Herodotus is not only the father of the art and the science
of historical writing but also one of the Western
tradition's most compelling storytellers. In tales such as
that of Gyges—who murders Candaules, the king of Lydia, and
unsurps his throne and his marriage bed, thereby bringing
on, generations later, war with the Persians—he laid bare
the intricate human entanglements at the core of great
historical events. In his love for the stranger, more
marvelous facts of the world, he infused his magnificent
history with a continuous awareness of the mythic and the
wonderful.
“The best introduction I have ever read to Ancient Greece.
The author’s liveliness of mind and style has enabled him
to make a mass of information appetizing and digestible”
–Ray Mortimer in the Sunday Times The Greeks were
extraordinary not least because they evolved "a totally new
conception of what human life was for." Justifying and
elaborating on that claim, H.D.F. Kitto explores the life,
culture and history of classical Greece, bringing to his
subject the passion, wit and insight that have made this
brief introduction a world-famous classic. “Professor Kitto
is a model historian – lively, accurate, and fully
acquainted with the latest developments in the subject . .
. never vague . . . often witty and always full of
vigour.”—The Times Educational Supplement
We know ancient Greece, the civilization that shares the
same name and gave us much that defines Western culture
today. Yet, as financial crises have convulsed Greece
repeatedly since 2010, worldwide coverage has revealed just
how poorly we grasp the modern nation. This book sets out
to understand the modern Greeks on their own terms. How did
Greece come to be so powerfully attached to the legacy of
the ancients in the first place and then define an identity
for itself that is at once Greek and modern? This book
reveals the remarkable achievement, during the last three
hundred years, of building a modern nation on the ruins of
a vanished civilization--sometimes literally so. This is
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the story of the Greek nation-state but also, and more
fundamentally, of the collective identity that goes with
it. It is not only a history of events and high politics;
it is also a history of culture, of the arts, of people,
and of ideas. Opening with the birth of the Greek nationstate, which emerged from encounters between Christian
Europe and the Ottoman Empire, Roderick Beaton carries his
story into the present moment and Greece's contentious postrecession relationship with the rest of the European Union.
Through close examination of how Greeks have understood
their shared identity, Beaton reveals a centuries-old
tension over the Greek sense of self. How does Greece
illuminate the difference between a geographically bounded
state and the shared history and culture that make up a
nation? A magisterial look at the development of a national
identity through history, Greece: Biography of a Modern
Nation is singular in its approach. By treating modern
Greece as a biographical subject, a living entity in its
own right, Beaton encourages us to take a fresh look at a
people and culture long celebrated for their past, even as
they strive to build a future as part of the modern West.
Greece
The Greeks and Greek Civilization
On Sparta
The Penguin History of Europe
From the Origins to AD 1300
The Greeks were extraordinary not least because they evolved "a totally new conception of what
human life was for". Elaborating on that claim, the author explores the life, culture and history of
classical Greece.
BY THE WINNER OF THE KLUGE PRIZE FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 2008 A definitive
account and ready reference of ancient Indian history The Penguin History of Early India--a
complete rewrite of Romila Thapar's A History of India (Vol. 1)--brings to life thousands of years
of India's precolonial history: its prehistoric beginnings; the great cities of the Indus civilization; the
emergence of mighty dynasties such as the Mauryas, Guptas and Cholas; the teachings of the
Buddha; the creation of the Mahabharata and the Ramayana; and the evolution of regional
cultures. In exploring subjects as diverse as marriage, class, art, erotica and astronomy, Thapar
provides an incomparably vivid and nuanced picture of India, creating a rich mosaic of diverse
kingdoms, landscapes, languages and beliefs. As she explains how the interpretations of early
Indian history have changed in the last half-century, Thapar offers fresh readings and raises new
questions.
"The story of literature in sixteen acts, from Alexander the Great and the Iliad to ebooks and Harry
Potter, this engaging book brings together remarkable people and surprising events to show how
writing shaped cultures, religions, and the history of the world"-By mid-5th century BC, Athens was governed by democratic rule and power turned upon the
ability of the citizen to command the attention of the people, and to sway the crowds of the
assembly. It was the Sophists who understood the art of rhetoric and the importance of
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transforming effective reasoning into persuasive public speaking. Their enquiries - into the status
of women, slavery, the distinction between Greeks and barbarians, the existence of the gods, the
origins of religion, and whether virtue can be taught - laid the groundwork for the insights of the
next generation of thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle.
The Greek Histories
The Birth of Classical Europe
The Greek Revolution
The Greek Sophists
Creating the Classical Tradition
An innovative and intriguing look at the foundations of Western
civilization from two leading historians; the first volume in the
Penguin History of Europe The influence of ancient Greece and Rome can
be seen in every aspect of our lives. From calendars to democracy to
the very languages we speak, Western civilization owes a debt to these
classical societies. Yet the Greeks and Romans did not emerge fully
formed; their culture grew from an active engagement with a deeper
past, drawing on ancient myths and figures to shape vibrant
civilizations. In The Birth of Classical Europe, the latest entry in
the much-acclaimed Penguin History of Europe, historians Simon Price
and Peter Thonemann present a fresh perspective on classical culture
in a book full of revelations about civilizations we thought we knew.
In this impeccably researched and immensely readable history we see
the ancient world unfold before us, with its grand cast of characters
stretching from the great Greeks of myth to the world-shaping Caesars.
A landmark achievement, The Birth of Classical Europe provides insight
into an epoch that is both incredibly foreign and surprisingly
familiar.
From its humble origins as a cluster of rival chiefdoms along the
banks of the Nile, ancient Egypt rose to become one of the most
advanced civilizations of its time. This atlas traces its turbulent
history and remarkable cultural development, from the founding of
Memphis around 5000 BC, through the territorial expansion and
flourishing trade of the ‘age of empire’, to Greek domination and
ultimate collapse. Political rivalries are charted through the
successive dynasties, from the strife of the intermediate periods to
the golden ages of prosperity and artistic glory under Akhenaten,
Tutankhamun and Ramesses II. The latest archaeological evidence is
used to cast new light on the vast architectural legacy of the world’s
first great nation state. The authoritative narrative, illustrated
with over sixty full colour maps and over seventy plates, makes this
an indispensable handbook for history students and enthusiasts alike.
Contains short biographies of famous classical Greeks.
Combining readable narrative with modern scholarship, this volume
contains the whole story of Hellas-from the age of neolithic pioneers
to the closing of the philosophical schools of Athens under the
Christian empire.
A History from Troy to Augustine
The Penguin History of Early India
The Greek Plays
The History of the World
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A History of My Times

A dramatic account of the 480 B.C. battle between the Persian forces of
King Xerxes and the Spartans under King Leonidas links the battle's events
and outcome to today's world, explaining how the invasion of Europe
redefined international culture and class organization. Reprint.
"The fifth revised edition was published in Great Britain as The new
Penguin history of the world by Penguin Press/Allen Lane, 2012"--Title page
verso.
1821 and the Making of Modern Europe
The Penguin History of Economics
The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Egypt
The Written World
A History of Ancient Greece
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